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From the Curate 

The Reverend Sonia Marshall 

Dear Friends, 

New Year! A time of beginnings and endings…for leaving behind the familiar 

and known and breaking new ground…a fresh start, whatever lies ahead. 

On 11th January we say goodbye to Mark who has been not only our vicar but 

a good friend to the parish. We shall miss his cheerful smile and ready wit but 

we will not forget the legacy he leaves behind: new ways in mission through 

websites and conferences, outreach to young people through our schools and, 

with Alison’s help, through our children’s groups, a church building well 

maintained and now well-lit and heated, worship appealing to a wide range of 

people and easy to follow Common Worship booklets. There is no space here 

to list all the things achieved over the last eleven years but you will have the 

opportunity to thank him personally and to wish him Godspeed at his final 

service. 

Some of you will have lived through a vacancy before; for others it will be a 

new experience. The churchwardens and I will do all we can to ensure the 

smooth running of the Church in the meantime. In this, we have been 

heartened by our helpful Assistant District Dean, Peter Garland, who has 

already organized our services until Easter and will himself be coming to lead 

our worship on January 18th. 

New Year is traditionally a time for dedicating ourselves to God’s service; we 

all have a part to play in the life of the Church according to our gifts and 

abilities. So let us offer ourselves once more to him, trusting in the grace and 

promises of the one who is both Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the 

End, Jesus Christ Our Lord. 

Sonia Marshall 
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Home Groups 

All are welcome 

The Bible Study Group: Fridays, 10:00am 
 

House Group: Wednesdays, 7:30pm 
 

 

Readings for January 

 

 
4th January, Epiphany: 

Morning: Isaiah, 60: 1-6 
Ephesians 3: 

1-12 
Matthew 2: 

1-12 
Evening: Plough Sunday readings 

    
11th January, The Baptism of Christ: 

Morning: Genesis 1: 1-5 Acts 19: 1-7 Mark 1: 4-11 
(Plough Sunday is celebrated a week early this year, on 4th January) 

    
18th January, 2nd Sunday of Epiphany, 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity begins: 

Morning: 
1 Samuel 3: 

1-10 
Revelation 5: 

1-10 
John 1: 43-end 

    
25th January, Conversion of St Paul 

Morning: Acts 9: 1-22 
Galatians 1: 

11-16a 
Matthew 19: 

27-end 
    
1st February, Presentation of Christ in the Temple ("Candlemas") 

Morning: Malachi 3: 1-5 
Hebrews 2: 

14-end 
Luke 2: 22-40 

Evening: Haggai 2: 1-9 John 2: 18-22  
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Thy Will Be Done 

A meeting of the PCC has discussed the large number of ideas coming out of 
the recent Parish Conference. 

The PCC have asked the Worship committee to consider all the ideas relating 
to services. They will decide on the various potential changes, and will 
communicate back in a future issue of this magazine. 

A talent audit will take place before Christmas of those people who are 
working or might wish to work with the children’s groups. If you are interested 
in getting involved in Children’s Church please talk to Andrea Gamman or Ian 
Templeton. 

The PCC have opened a dialogue with local help groups to see if there is any 
way we could consider relaunching something like Readycall. 

Notices 

Bible Study Group 

The Bible Study Group does not meet on 2nd January. The first meeting 
after the Christmas break is on 9th January, at at 10am as usual. 

Plough Sunday 
According to the calendar, Plough Sunday is kept on the first Sunday 
following the feast of The Epiphany, but because this coincides this year 
with the final Sunday of the Rev Mark Warrick's ministry here, we shall be 
keeping Plough Sunday a week earlier than usual, on 4th January, with a 
service at 6pm of Blessing the Plough followed by the traditional 
ploughman's supper. Please keep an eye open for the booking 
arrangements for the supper! 

Baptism and Marriage in 2009 
During the vacancy, the Rev Sonia Marshall will administer the 
arrangements for baptism and marriage, so please take enquiries to her in 
the first instance. Sonia is not undertaking to officiate at all of them, of 
course, but will ensure that the correct particulars are taken and the 
arrangements made. 

"Keep Calm and Carry On" 
Please be patient during January as the Churchwardens and the Rev 
Peter Garland, the Assistant District Dean, take up the task of running the 
parish and in due course appointing a parish priest. All the usual functions 
of a parish church will continue to be available after Father Mark's 
departure, but there may be a few hitches at the start. 
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The PCC have also asked a number of people to meet and consider how we 
might best make our mission relevant to the wider community, as the Audit 
clearly indicated a large number of people interested in spiritual matters, but 
uneasy at simply attending Church. 

Ian Templeton 

St Theresa’s Centre 

St Theresa’s was founded in 1991 to cater 
for the needs of adult homeless and other 
needy people in Peterborough. The 
Centre is located in a former school in 
Manor House Street in Peterborough and 
provides a safe and secure environment 
where people come to relax and socialise. 
It provides food, clothing, laundry 
services, showers, medical facilities, 
counselling, resettlement advice, 
vocational training and welfare assistance. 

Many of the people who use St Theresa’s suffer from psychological and 
emotional stress, often from an early age. Others have problems with 
relationships, which sometimes have affected them since childhood and may 
continue into adulthood. Most feel isolated, abandoned and alienated from 
society. Some live on the streets and have no legal address. They all need 
support and encouragement.  

St Theresa's is an independent charitable foundation and very dependent on 
funds from its charity shops and donations to continue its work. 

Throughout the year the congregation at Priory Church has been donating 
food to St Theresa’s aided and abetted by Fred who sits patiently at the back 
of the church with his box waiting to accept donations. As a result every few 
weeks bags of food have been delivered to St Theresa’s. 

St Theresa’s Centre was open between 9am and 5pm Monday to Friday to 
serve the needs of the adult homeless and needy in Peterborough. On a 
recent visit to deliver food I was shocked to be handed a note stating that the 
opening hours have had to be reduced (now 10am to 4pm) and staff have had 
a cut in their pay as a result of a long term lack of funds. 

This means that the general day centre facilities are no longer available in the 
afternoons although the Centre is putting together a rota of activities for their 
clients to take part in during the afternoons. 

It is clear that the centre, which undertakes valuable work in the community, 
has a number of immediate needs: 

 
St Theresa’s Day Centre, 

Manor House St, Peterborough 
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 Funding 

The Mission Committee has recently committed £200 towards the work of 
the centre. However, it is clear that further donations would be 
appreciated from those wanting to support their work. 

 Help with afternoon activities 

The Centre is anxious to find people who are prepared to run activities for 
their clients. This could be craft related, cooking, gardening – anything 
really. If you feel that you have something to offer they would be pleased 
to hear from you. 

Contact details for the centre manager, Doug Styles, are: 

01733 894989 / 893762  e-mail: theresas133@aol.com 

This, of course, is in addition to the ongoing 
donation of food which Fred will be happy to 
continue to collect. The Priory Church also 
supports the homeless in Peterborough by the 
ongoing collection of warm clothing (particularly 
for men), and also sleeping bags, blankets etc. 

Susan Marsh - On behalf of the Mission Committee (16/11/08) 

Carol and Hymn Corner 

The Origins of Carols 

At this time of the year our ancestors would look out of their dwellings with 
growing concern. The sun was low in the sky, and nights 
were drawing in. Trees, which had recently looked so 
beautiful, now appeared lifeless. On the shortest day of the 
year communities would build bonfires and dance in a ring to 
revive the sun god. During this three day feast young and old 
would adorn themselves in plants which retained their 
greenness whilst other life appeared to be dead. Such plants were thought to 
be special as it seemed they held the secret of the spirit of life.   

Mistletoe was a special plant as it appeared from nowhere and had no root. 
Its arrival meant fortune and good luck. Kissing under it would increase the 
likelihood that couples would have children.  Life expectancy was short, thirty 

being a good age; a child therefore was a special gift and 
sometimes one would be sacrificed to please the gods.  

Nothing much changed until Christian missionaries appeared. 
They encouraged people to abandon the old customs but, 

finding this impossible, allowed them to be blended into Christian 

For more information about 
St Theresa’s 

please visit their website: 

www.sttheresas.com 



 
6 

life. Elders of the church decided that Christmas should be held immediately 
after the three-day midwinter feast and thus 24

th
 December became 

Christmas Eve. They argued that, if it were held at any other time, the 
importance and meaning of Christmas would be diminished. 
Today, many scholars believe the most likely time of Jesus’ birth 
to be September. When bible stories of Jesus’ miracles were 
told to the people they would celebrate in the old way by 
building fires, dressing in holly and ivy and dancing around in a 
circle. This continued in Britain even after the Norman 
Conquest, long after the Pope had banned such activity. Eventually carols 
and revelry took to the streets and the houses of richer folk who provided 
food, drink and hospitality. 

We use the term ‘carol’ very loosely. ‘O Come all ye Faithful and ‘Hark the 
Herald Angels’ are Christmas hymns. ‘Silent Night’ and ‘Away in a Manger’ 

are Christmas songs. We can usually tell which are the oldest 
and true carols because they are in a dance rhythm of three in 
a bar. Each beat represented God the Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit respectively. Sometimes words give clues as in the very 
early ‘The Holly and the Ivy’. Here we can see the connection with 

our pagan past but by the time this carol first appeared holly had assumed a 
greater significance as it had become a symbol of Jesus’ crown of thorns and 
its berries his drops of blood.  

Phillip Spratley. 

 

News from the Tower 

We trust everyone has had a happy Christmas and hope you have a very 
good 2009. 

We are sorry that Mark is leaving us and 
would like to thank him for the support he 
has given the bell ringers over the years he 
has been at Deeping St James.   

 

Why not join our lively team of 
ringers on Friday evenings 
between 7:30 and 9:00pm at the 
Priory Church? 

Contact Richard on, Brenda 
or Mike. 
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Parish Directory 

Assistant District Dean The Reverend Peter Garland  peter@stjohnsspalding.org 

Curate The Reverend Sonia Marshall  curate@dsj.org.uk 

Churchwardens  churchwarden@dsj.org.uk 

 Tony Masters  
 Richard Gamman  

Assistant Churchwardens 
John Worthington  

Roger Bridgeman  

Parochial Church Council   
Chairman Martin Fisher chairman@dsj.org.uk 

Vice-Chairman Adrian Hallam  
Hon. Secretary Roger Bridgeman  
Hon. Treasurer Simon Marshall treasurer@dsj.org.uk 

Covenant Secretary Peter Wilde  
Electoral Roll Officer Richard Gamman  

Synod Members   
Diocesan Synod Canon Niccy Fisher  

Deanery Synod 

The above plus  

The Reverend Sonia 
Marshall 

 

Simon Marshall  

Cled Bennett  

Ian Templeton  

Choir Master John Worthington music@dsj.org.uk 

Temporary Organist Philip Spratley  

Organisations   
Bellringers Richard Muspratt ringers@dsj.org.uk 

Bible Study Group 
The Reverend Sonia 
Marshall 

 

Church Hall Bookings Bill Flegg churchhall@dsj.org.uk 

Church Ladies’ Fellowship Anthea Wray  

Church Coffee Group 
Carole Mills  
Margaret Flegg  

Church Flowers 
Pauline Brooksbank  
Christine Masters  

House Group Doris Warner  
Rose & Sweet Pea Show  roseandsweetpea@dsj.org.uk 

Junior Church  juniorchurch@dsj.org.uk 

Explorers Ian Templeton  
Scramblers & Climbers Andrea Gamman  

Priory News  priorynews@dsj.org.uk 

Editor Bet Washbrooke  

Advertising John Marsh  
Printing John Worthington  
Distribution Doris Bellairs  

General Information John Worthington info@dsj.org.uk 

mailto:peter@stjohnsspalding.org
mailto:curate@dsj.org.uk
mailto:churchwarden@dsj.org.uk
mailto:chairman@dsj.org.uk
mailto:treasurer@dsj.org.uk
mailto:music@dsj.org.uk
mailto:ringers@dsj.org.uk
mailto:churchhall@dsj.org.uk
mailto:roseandsweetpea@dsj.org.uk
mailto:juniorchurch@dsj.org.uk
mailto:priorynews@dsj.org.uk
mailto:info@dsj.org.uk
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Church Calendar 
 

   
1st Thursday The Naming and Circumcision of Jesus: 

  9:30am Holy Communion 
   

2
nd

 Friday Basil & Gregory, Bishops, Teachers, 379, 389: 
  Practice Night: 
  6:45pm Choir 
  7:30pm Ringers 
   

4th Sunday The Epiphany; Plough Sunday: 

  8:00am Holy Communion 
  10:00am Sung Eucharist 
  6:00pm Blessing of the Plough 
    

8
th
 Thursday 9:30am 

Holy Communion and home 
communions 

  2:30pm 
Church Ladies’ Fellowship Afternoon 
Tea (signed for) 

    
9

th
 Friday Practice Night: 
  6:45pm Choir 
  7:30pm Ringers 
    

10
th
 Saturday William Laud, Archbishop, 1645 
   

11th Sunday The Baptism of Christ 

  8:00am Holy Communion 
  10:00am Sung Eucharist 
  6:00pm Evening Prayer 
    

12
th
 Monday Aelred of Rievaulx, 1167: 
  7:30pm Parochial Church Council 
    

13
th
 Tuesday Hilary, Bishop and Teacher, 367 
   

15
th
 Thursday 9:30am Holy Communion 
  7:45pm Church Ladies’ Fellowship 
   



 
9 

for January 2009 
 

    
16

th
 Friday Practice Night 
  6:45pm Choir 
  7:30pm Ringers 
   

17
th
 Saturday Antony, Hermit, Abbot, 356 
    

18th Sunday 
The Second Sunday of Epiphany; 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity begins: 

  8:00am Holy Communion 
  10:00am Sung Eucharist 

  6:00pm 
Ecumenical Worship at the Priory Church of 
St James 

    
19

th
 Monday Wulfstan, Bishop, 1095 
    

21
st
 Wednesday Agnes, Martyr, 304 
    

22
nd

 Thursday Vincent, Deacon, Martyr, 304: 
  9:30am Holy Communion 
    

24
th
 Saturday Francis de Sales, Bishop, Teacher, 1622 
    

25th Sunday The Conversion of St Paul: 

  8:00am Holy Communion 
  10:00am Sung Eucharist 
  6:00pm Evening Prayer 
    

26
th
 Monday Timothy & Titus, Companions of Paul 
    

28
th
 Wednesday 

Thomas Aquinas, Priest, Teacher, 1274: 
Licensing of the Rev Mark Warrick at All Saints, 
Stamford 

    
29

th
 Thursday 9:30am Holy Communion 
    

30
th
 Friday Charles, King and Martyr, 1649 
    

31
st
 Saturday John Bosco, Priest, 1888 
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Rotas for January 2009 

 Servers Acolytes 
Sides- 

persons 

4
th

 

8:00 Geoff Armstrong  
Noreen 

Scattergood 

10:00 
Simon Marshall 

John Sellars 
Alessandra 
Hendriene 

E 

6:00 Chris Halley 
 
 

 

11
th

 

8:00 Paul Boswell  
George 
Knowles 

10:00 
Simon Marshall 

Chris Halley 
Tom 
Ben 

F 

18
th

 

8:00 Geoff Armstrong  
Jessie 
Turner 

10:00 
Paul Boswell 
John Sellars 

Hendriene 
Alessandra 

A 

6:00 Geoff Armstrong 
 
 

 

25
th

 

8:00 Geoff Armstrong  
Jim 
Haw 

10:00 
Simon Marshall 

Chris Halley 
Georgina 
Hendriene 

B 

1
st

 
Feb 

8:00 Geoff Armstrong  
Ken 

Rimmer 

10:00 
Paul Boswell 
John Sellars 

Rebecca 
Faye 

C 

6:00 John Sellars 
 
 

 

 
 
 

  Readers 
Inter-

cessions 
Bread 
& Wine   

Old 
Testament 

New 
Testament 

4
th

 10:00 
John 

Marsh 
Trevor 

Harwood 
Sonia 

Marshall 
Cled & Ann 

Bennett 

11
th

 10:00 
Liz 

Bridgeman 
Adrian 
Hallam 

Martin 
Fisher 

Doris Bellairs & 
Christine Masters 

18
th

 10:00 
Ann 

Bennett 
Simon 

Marshall 
John 

Marsh 
Peter & Val 

Wilde 

25
th

 10:00 
Cled 

Bennett 
Martin 
Fisher 

Niccy 
Fisher 

Christine Payne & 
Ann Meekings 

1
st

 
Feb 

10:00 
John 

Worthington 
Joy 

Cunningham 
Richard 

Gamman 
Dick & Anthea 

Wray 
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Rotas for January 2009 (Continued) 

 Sunday Coffee 
Church 
Flowers 

Church 
Cleaning 

Brasses 

4
th

 
Ted & Sylvia 

Anderson 
Pauline 

Brooksbank 
Bill & Margaret 

Flegg 
 

11
th

 
Pat Feek & 

Doris Warner 
Jane 

Thompson 
 

Bill & Margaret 
Flegg 

18
th

 
Val Wilde & 

Doris Bellairs 
Margaret 

Flegg 
Liz Spratley & 
Sandra Jones 

 

25
th

 
Diane Templeton & 

Johanna Jones 
Doris 

Warner 
 

Val Wilde & 
Sylvia Anderson 

1
st

 
Feb 

Liz Spratley & 
Maureen Brown 

Ann 
Bennett 

John & Linda 
Sellars 

Sonia Marshall & 
Nancy Titman 

 

Housebuilding in Nepal 

By Amanda Flindall 

I flew to 
Kathmandu on 
Friday 31st 
October 2008 in 
a group of 23. On 
Sunday we 
caught a flight to 
Nepalguny and 
then took a 
coach to 
Belarpur. We 
arrived at 5:30 to 
a welcome party; 
it was a very 
moving 
experience. The 
whole village greeted us. 

In the evening the Nepalese Action Aid worker spoke to us about the houses. 
The money we had raised enabled the Kamaiya to build 23 houses - a home 
for each family. Each house would take 20 working days to complete. When 
the Nepalese Government had freed the bonded slaves, they were given a 
piece of land and the resources necessary to build a wood/clay house and 
hut. The Kamaiya were very excited about having a permanent home, one 
which would not need repairing each year. 
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Our team split into groups. I joined three other women and we formed 'girls 
allowed'. Over the week we worked with five families. The families joined 
together, supporting each other as we completed five sets of foundations over 
the week. 

We spent a lot of time carrying piles of bricks to the side of the site, filling 
buckets of water and carrying them from the hand/foot pumps, sifting stones 
from the sand, mixing the water, sand and dried cement, carrying bowls of 
cement across to the foundations. We often made a chain and passed the 
bowls along, this was great fun; the women and children were keen to join in. 
At one point, our line was 15 people long, with the younger children carrying 
the empty dishes back to the men to refill with cement. Everyone wanted to 
take part; it was a really supportive atmosphere, lots of smiles, laughter, 
sharing and goodwill. 

It was fascinating 
using the local 
methods to make 
the cement and 
set the 
foundations; the 
Kamaiya had no 
electricity and so 
everything was 
done manually. 

We worked 
throughout the 
day in the hot 
sun, but owing to 
the nature of the 
work there were 

quiet times. We practised our language skills with the families, causing great 
merriment. We exchanged songs and dances with the children. 'Girls allowed' 
became quite famous for their rendition of the 'hokey cokey'. Daily we were 
asked to dance and each time the number of children who joined in grew. The 
children sang 'head, shoulders, knees and toes' in English with us and then 
we 'sang' it in Nepalese with them, causing great amusement with everyone. 

We had an opportunity in the week to speak with our families through a 
translator. From these talks, we learnt that as bonded slaves, individuals 
worked from 2am to 10pm each day; they earnt so little that if a family 
member became ill, they needed to approach their landlord for a further loan. 
Under the bonded slavery system, the families said they were "downtrodden, 
sad"; they had "no freedom". They said they felt "massively happy" now they 
were "pleased the Government had given them land". 
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We learnt that life is still very hard for the Kamaiya. The food they grow on 
their land only lasts for 3-4 months each year - the area they were given is 
much too small to meet their needs. In order to provide for their families, the 
men seek extra work. If it is not available locally, they will often leave their 
families to work in India (it takes 3-4 days to travel to India from the village). 
One man told us how he had spent 10 months working in India to earn extra 
money for his family. He "fished" and earnt 25,000 Rupees (around £200). 

The women said 
that their new 
brick houses 
were like a dream 
come true; they 
were extremely 
happy. The 
families went on 
to say they 
"appreciated 
someone having 
fun with their 
children". They 
said their children 
"really enjoyed 
it", and added "it 
was good to see them so happy". Everyone said how "overjoyed" they were 
that we had come to work with them; they said how surprised they were that 
we worked so hard and how we worked together as men and women. 

On Friday we went to visit a Kamaiya Community a few kilometres away, 
where houses had been built earlier in the year with money raised by Action 
Aid. We received a warm welcome and spoke through a translator. The 
women said how pleased they were with their new homes; they spoke about 
how big their houses seemed (a 2-room dwelling for a family of 6) and what a 
relief not having to repair the house each year. 

On Saturday we said goodbye to our families as we started to leave; it was 
very emotional, tears on both sides. The families’ kindness was overwhelming 
- bestowing us with homemade gifts as we left. 

I would like to thank everyone, on behalf of the 
Kamaiya people, for supporting me in this 
venture. It is good to know that we have made 
the dreams come true for 23 families. 

Amanda Flindall 

For more information about 

 

please visit their website: 

www.actionaid.org.uk 
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Registers for November 2008 

Baptisms:  We welcome into the Lord’s family 

25th Samuel George Buckland 

Funerals:  We commend to God’s keeping 

3rd David Edwin Campbell Merchant (66) 

December was a very busy month for our children, helpers, 

assistants and leaders as we prepared for our Christmas 

Production of 'Papa Panov'. 

Although Producer Ted stuck closely to the original tale by Leo 

Tolstoy, the Children's Church version saw Papa Panov diversifying 

and adding a range of toys to the shoes he traditionally sells. This 

enabled the younger children to 

dress up as their favourite toy and 

enjoy supporting the Explorers who 

took the speaking parts. 

The Children would like to thank all 

those who support Children's Church 

in so many different ways, and in 

particular those who provided such 

wonderful food for the Disco Party. 
 

Explorers (7 - 11), Climbers (5 - 7) 
and Scramblers (under 5) meet 
every Sunday morning (except 
during the summer holiday period) 
at 9.50am in the church hall. They 
join older worshippers in church for 
their blessing, final hymn and 
refreshments. 
New members are always welcome. 
For more details, please contact: 
 Andrea (Climbers & Scramblers) 

or Ian (Explorers). 

Have You Lent Anything to the Vicar? 

Jesus did exhort his followers to be generous and to lend without 
demanding back, but over the years some people have kindly lent me 
things without names on and without even suggesting that I might like to 
think about returning them. In obedience to the commandment not to covet 
anything which belongs to my neighbour I am anxious to return all that is 
not mine, so please feel free to ask and it shall be given back to you - no 
need to demand, but if you do not ask I may be stuck with things I have not 
coveted!" 

Mark 
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Thank you to those who have sent in articles for Priory News. Contributions, 
ideas and suggestions for the magazine are very welcome. Please let us 
have your prayers, poems, reminiscences and anything else you’d like to 
share. 

 

 

Please note that the deadline for copy to be included in the February edition 
of Priory News is Friday 23

rd
 January. 

A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OUR READERS 

Cooking With Margaret 

MAPLE SYRUP & WALNUT PUDDING 

Ingredients 

6oz self raising flour 

2½ oz chopped walnuts 

3oz shredded suet 

3oz caster sugar 

1 medium egg beaten 

5 tbsp maple syrup 

Milk to mix. 

Method 

1. Grease a 2 pint pudding basin. 

2. Mix together the dry ingredients and 1½ oz walnuts. 

3. Add the egg, 2 tbsp of the syrup and sufficient milk to produce a smooth 
dropping consistency. 

4. Place the remaining syrup and walnuts in the bottom of the basin then 
place the pudding mixture on top. 

5. Cover with pleated greaseproof paper and foil and steam for 1½ hours. 
Turn out and serve with extra syrup. 

2009 Deeping St James Diaries 
Now available from church at just 50p! Super presents for Christmas or New 
Year, or even for yourself. Pocket-sized and packed with useful information 
for the active Christian - or for anyone! 
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Bishopõs Letter 

Give Darwin his due ­ but give God the glory 

Scientists, historians and theologians are gearing themselves up for Darwin Mania. 

In 2009 it is 200 years since Darwin¹s birth and 150 years since the publication of On 
the Origin of Species, the work that introduced his theory of evolution.  How are we to 
deal with Darwin? 

With but a few notable exceptions, the early response of Christians to Darwin¹s 
theories was to repudiate them.  When it came to explaining the origins of the natural 
world with all its diversity of life forms, including homo sapiens, Darwin appeared to be 
in irreconcilable conflict with the Bible and traditional Christian teaching. 

On the other hand, there have always been those Christians who have wanted to 
pursue a more positive path by embracing evolution and its explanatory power.  They 
see it as confirming rather than contradicting the glory of God in creation and, 
incidentally, they see it as a stepping stone towards a more subtle and sophisticated 
understanding of how the Bible works as the Word of God.  For these Christians, the 
Bible is not a scientific text book but a much more poetically profound account of the 
meaning rather than the mechanics of the created order evolving over time. 

So the battle lines were drawn, but as we mark this bi-centenary perhaps we need to 
move on to a far less polemical and adversarial engagement with Darwin and his 
findings.  Here is an opportunity to seriously re-negotiate our relationship with the 
environment, and our responsibility for its well-being now and in the future. 

Whatever we believe about the origins of the Universe, we cannot but agree with the 
hymn writer Henry Lyte that ³change and decay in all around we see².  This resonates 
with what Darwin observed and sought to explain, but Darwin offers no prescription for 
how nature should be and will be within the overall providence of God. 

This is where the good news of redemption and renewal kicks in. Through the death 
and resurrection of Christ change and decay are transcended by the promise of life 
and life in all its fullness.  As creative creatures, we can be co-creators with God ­ and 
when we take seriously our responsibilities towards the environment we are called to 
defend and not destroy, then we can become co-redeemers with Christ. 

During 2009 it will be important to re-engage with Darwin and his extraordinary 
achievements. But it will be even more important to re-engage with God and what has 
been achieved for us in Christ ³Who reconciled all things to Himself, making peace 
through the shedding of His blood on the Cross ­ all things, whether on earth or in 
heaven² (Colossians 1 verse 20).  

+ John Lincoln 

( http://lincolnfriends.org.uk/files/bishop200901.doc ) 


