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 View from the  
Curate’s House 

 
 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

For many of us when we reach the month of July we can begin to relax a little.  Our annual 
Rose and Sweet Pea Show is now behind us and all the hard work, that goes into the show 
has proved worthwhile.  I would like to offer my thanks to all those who were involved in 
preparing and running the show.   
 

In July, we can look forward to holidays and other fun summer activities.  One of the good 
things about July for us as a church is that we celebrate our patronal festival this month.  
This year, as part of our celebrations, we shall follow the morning service on Sunday 20th 
July with a Hog Roast in the church garden and then a Songs of Praise afterwards.  On St 
James’s Day itself, Friday 25th, we shall celebrate with a Eucharist at 7.30 pm. 
 

As you know St James was one of Jesus’ closest disciples.  He is often mentioned along with 
his brother, James, and Peter and Andrew as being with Jesus at key points in Christ’s life 
among us.  In the Book of Acts we learn that James was martyred by King Herod Agrippa to 
please the opponents of Christ’s followers. 
 

There is a tradition that St James travelled as far as Spain preaching the good news of the 
gospel. In the Middle Age, this tradition led to the church of Santiago de Compostela 
becoming a centre of pilgrimage for Christians from all over Europe and it remains so to this 
day.  One of the reasons for going on a pilgrimage is to take time to concentrate on your 
spiritual life and to spend time in prayer.  Pilgrimage helps us to focus on the things that are 
important to our Christian life and helps us to prepare to move on in a positive way when 
we return to life at home. 
 

We are preparing to start a new phase in the life of our church as we continue our search 
for a new vicar. I would like to suggest that we should lay a foundation of prayer for our 
preparations and we can do this by going on a pilgrimage. But rather than going to Santiago 
de Compostela we should set aside an hour to pilgrimage around our own church of St 
James and pray for the building and for our church family.  In our pilgrimage we can ask for 
God’s blessing on our church and on our plans for the future. 
 

If you would be interested in joining us on a short pilgrimage, please let me or Rev Sonia 
know so that a date can be fixed.  Let us look to the future positively and prayerfully. 
 

Every blessing, 

Revd Mark 
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Church Coffee Group 
Jane Thompson  
Margaret Flegg  
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In this Month’s Priory News … 

 
Dear All, 
 
Last month ended on a 
high with an excellent 
turnout for the Rose 
and Sweet Pea Show in 
spite of the promise of 

bad weather.  In the event, there were a few threats but 
the rain only really started towards the finishing time so 
we enjoyed a really good afternoon.  We hope to 
publish a more detailed report next month although you 
will find some references this month since we are late in 
going to press - the usual excuse, I’m afraid: work 
inhibits (p)leisure.  Still, you know what they say: “if it’s 
good, it’s worth waiting for”!  (or did I just make that 
up?) 
 

At two recent Sunday Services we were pleased to be 
able to sing “Happy Birthday” to two special 
nonagenarians: to Nancy Titman on June 1st and to 
Beryl Willett on June 29th.  We should like to add a 
belated “Happy Birthday” from Priory News to you both. 
 

We hope you find plenty to interest you this month.  I’m writing this in my B & B room on a 
farm in Suffolk.  Guess what they grow?  Yes, strawberries and raspberries.  Margaret must 
have second sight!  Perhaps if I do the shopping, Victoria will do the rest! 

John 

 

A very appropriate recipe from Margaret 
this month; mind you I didn’t have a clue 
what a clafoutis is.  Do you? 

Our thanks to Chris Halley for the beautiful 
picture of peonies on this month’s front cover. 
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Thanks to those who have sent in articles for Priory News. Please keep them 
coming. Please note: pictures containing recognisable children must be 
accompanied by authorisation to publish from their parents or guardians. We 
will not publish the names of children pictured unless specifically requested 
to do so by their parents or guardians. 
John Worthington, Cranmore Farmhouse, DSJ - Tel: 343860      priorynews@dsj.org.uk 
Please let us have your contributions for the August  edition of Priory News BEFORE 

the deadline of Wednesday 23rd July. Thank you. 

mailto:priorynews@dsj.org.uk
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Reports from Church Groups 
 

 Mission Matters 
 

Thank you to everyone who came to the ‘Afternoon Tea’ on June 7th.   Ninety five pounds 
was raised for the church’s charitable giving.  The latest charities to benefit will be 
Medecins Sans Frontieres, The Ukrainian Bible Appeal and money towards the building of 
a medical centre in Kenya.  Tanwen and Ted Fisk have visited, and have ongoing links with 
the medical centre and they will be talking about it during the10.00am service on 
September 14th.  
 
 

Knit and Natter 

 
Meetings will resume in September.  Watch this space. 

 
 

 Church Coffee Group 
 
The will be an afternoon tea on the Hall lawn on Thursday 24th July from 3:00 till 4:30.   
Everybody welcome.  Cost £3.00 

Bill & Margaret 

 
 

Other Reports and News 
 

 Lazy Sunday Music Festival 
 

Sunday 25th May saw the third ‘Lazy Sunday Music Festival’ in the church hall and garden. 
This is very much an all age family event where local young bands and solo musicians 
perform their latest material.  This year there were two stages, one in the garden, ‘The 
Dome Tent’, and the other in the church hall, ‘The Priory Stage’. Acts came from as far 
away as Holbeach and Billingborough.  Everyone that attended the event commented very 
positive on the friendly atmosphere and the beauty of the setting.  We were truly blessed 
with fantastic weather, as it was a particularly wet week. 
 

We were fortunate enough to have local business, Purdie’s Café and Grill, to provide an all 
day BBQ and a hired bouncy castle provided great fun for young children.  This year’s 
profit has been donated to the Mission Committee to decide which worthy cause they 
would like to put it towards and a contribution has also been made to the church.  In the 
last two years money raised by the event went towards the stage improvements for the 
church hall and this year the event benefitted from those improvements as the bands 
were hugely impressed by the improved facilities.  
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Reverend Mark Thomson who attended the event said: “It is so nice to see events like this 
that utilise the garden:  it’s what it is for.  It has been a pleasure to experience the 
wonderful atmosphere.”  All the young musicians were hugely talented for their age and it 
is always a pleasure to be able to provide them with a platform in which to build upon 
their performance experience.  

 

Ted Fisk   

 Rose and Sweet Pea Show 
 

Our esteemed editor John has assured me that if I am brief, there is time to make room for 
a quick report about the Rose and Sweet Pea Show in the July copy of the Parish 
Newsletter!  More will follow in the August edition, but I would really just like to say a 
HUGE thank you to everyone who turned out on Saturday 28 July to make this year's show 
another resounding success. The crowds came, and rain held off until after 3pm, much to 
everyone's relief. I have just heard from Simon Marshall that the show made a profit of 
£2480, which is a wonderful figure. I hope that everyone who came enjoyed themselves, 
and we'll see you all again on Saturday 27 June 2015! 
 

Again, many thanks to those people who worked so hard to make the show such a 
triumph, we couldn't do it without you. 

 

Jill Ironside 

 

Concerning the Raffle:  Can you help?  -  Where's Nick? 
 

Just as the draw was being made for the Rose & Sweet Pea Raffle, a chap called Nick 
accompanied by a partner bought some tickets.  Slim and in their late twenties, Nick had 
dark hair, hers was short and dark and she was wearing a biscuity coloured coat.  It was so 
late he just put his name on - it was drawn but he didn't come forward to collect his prize! 
We will keep it until the end of August.  So if anyone knows Nick please ask him to give us 
a call. 
 

This year the raffle raised just over £1200 and had we had the benefit of the last hour we 
would have been able to sell the last remaining tickets - this illustrates how important the 
pre-show sale of tickets is!  So thanks to everyone who ensured that we went into the day 
with £1000 already in the bank!  Please volunteer again next year and if those who haven't 
yet done this, come forward, that would be good as well - sell 5 books of tickets for £10 to 
support the Church and there is a chance of a nice prize as well!  For which very many 
thanks must go to the local business community who once again have been very generous 
in their support! 
 

I would just like to say a special thank you to Jan Fisk, Nancy Titman, John Fisher and Carol 
Precey without whose help this would not have been possible! 
judy.stevens1@btopenworld.com 348859 

Judy Stevens 

  

mailto:judy.stevens1@btopenworld.com
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 Our Prayer Board 
 

If you can’t come to church for any reason but would like support through prayer for 
yourself or someone else, please don’t hesitate to contact me and I’ll write a card for you 
and add it to our prayer board.   
Phone: 01778 341982    Email: bet.washbrooke@btinternet.com 

Bet 

  

 News from the Tower 
 

The trips to see the bells were popular on the day of “Rose& Sweet 
Pea” show. We had thirty three visitors aged from two years up to 
their seventies and all who came up seemed to enjoy the 
experience.  
 

The raffle was well supported and a total of £97 was raised from the 
tower tour and the raffle. The prizes were 1st a standard fuchsia 
plant, 2nd a chocolate cake made by Brenda, 3rd a wooden plate with 
wooden fruit made by Bob, 4th a Winnie the Pooh picture and bear and 5th a teddy bear.  
 

Many thanks from the tower Captain, Hilary, to the number of ringers who turned out to 
support her on the day. They were Richard, Daphne, Alan, Brenda, Graham, Elizabeth, Bob, 
Jan, Chris and Mike. 
 

Our next event to look forward to is the annual B.B.Q. which we will be holding this month 

 

Mike 

 
Registers for May 

 

Baptisms:  We welcome into the Lord’s family: 
4th  Oliver William Raymont 
Weddings: We congratulate: 
17th  Steven Hebden and Natalie Bottom 
Funerals: We commend to God’s keeping 
6th Lorraine Robson 
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Winners of 2014 Raffle 
Ann Sellars  Morag Winston Sally   

Brian Barber  Danny Knight Carol Precey 

Mr Snell  Liz Hurst  Deb c/o Nancy titman 

Mrs Hallam  Chris Halley Michelle Board  

Paul Deasey  Nicholas Bellairs Mrs Val Wilde  

Freda Orton  Anne Birks X Booth  

Eloise Taylor  D. Field  Alan  

Sophie/Steve  J. Gentry  Josie knight  

Mandy Crunkhorn  Mrs Keech  Jill Thomas  

Carole Mills  NICK Mike Drinkal 

William Morgan  Roy Stephenson  Chris Fisher  

Diane Templeton  Carol Goodliffe  Mrs Kirkup  

E.Baxter  Lisa Goodchild  Steve Fisk  

S.Whittaker  Jill Ironside  Neil W   

Ann Thompson Posey   

Edna Hingle L Bourne   

 

Dates for your Diary 
 

 Parish Celebrations for St. James Patronal Festival 
 

After the morning service on Sunday, July 20th. there will be a Hog Roast in the Church 
Hall gardens at  12.00pm. There will be food and games for all the family. Come along and 
share in the fun. Tickets are available from Victoria Worthington (343860):  Family ticket 
£15.00 (2 adults and 2 children): £5.50 per adult: £3.00 per child/student.  Please ensure 
that you book your tickets no later than Sunday, July 13th. as exact numbers are required 
for catering. 
 
After the hog roast, at around 3.30 pm, we shall have a Songs of Praise.  Please let us know 
what favourite hymns you would like us to sing.  There will be a list at the back of church 
for your choices shortly. 
 
On St. James’s Day itself, Friday, July 25th, we shall celebrate at 7.30 pm with a Sung 
Eucharist. 
 
Please put these dates in your diary, but, more importantly, join in the celebrations. 
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 Lincoln Labyrinth Festival 2014 
 

Lincoln Cathedral is to host the 2014 festival for the first time and the main feature will be 
a labyrinth, drawn by University of Lincoln students, on the nave floor which the public can 
use to experience walking a labyrinth path.  The event runs from August 6th to 27th.  
Further details can be found in the June issue of Priory News which can be accessed on our 
website at www.dsj.org.uk   
 

 Hog Roast on July 20th 
 

This is not strictly a Mission Matter but we are involved 
in the organization so  please help us celebrate the 
Patronal Festival of our Church in style. We are hoping 
to have an informal picnic event in the gardens, with 
games for the children and adults as well. Food will be 
provided and you are only asked to bring your own 
drinks (yes, wine or beer is quite acceptable) and 
perhaps a garden chair or two if you feel this is 
necessary. Soft drinks will be provided. Please encourage friends and relatives to come 
along . Tickets are available now from 01778 343860 or from Victoria at Church.  
 

Victoria 

 Tony's Travels:  By The Rivers Of Babylon;  Part 8 
 

Another Friday morning in Baghdad, but with a difference because I am up before first light 
for an early start.  Little traffic about at this time on a Friday, and as I peer out of the 
window at the street below there is the first faint light of day.  I have never been up this 
early before in Baghdad and I stand and watch as the dawn arrives gently, stealing quietly 
along the streets and across the domes and minarets of the sleeping city. 
 
I see my colleague Brian’s car draw up outside and go down to meet him; we are off to a 
village near Lake Habbaniyah (or Buhayrat al-Habbaniyah to give it its full name), the home 
of Hassan, Brian’s housekeeper.  Hassan’s family have invited us there for the day because 
of the care we provided for a few days during his recent illness.  As I approach the car the 
normally morose and taciturn Hassan uncharacteristically leaps out to greet me.  He is 
beaming, which makes him almost unrecognisable.  For I am used to Hassan’s countenance 
being sober and fixed, his copper complexion seemingly beaten out for sorrow and despair, 
his features finely fashioned for melancholy. His new aspect is unexpected and faintly 
unnerving.  But of course he is simply delighted to be well again, to be going home for a 
day, and moreover getting a free lift there and back.  
 
It is about 55 miles west to Buhayrat al-Habbaniyah, and Hassan talks in fractured English 
most of the way there, as if he is making up for his previous weeks of silence.  Unfortunately 

http://www.dsj.org.uk/
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for me he turns out to be something of a football fan, and having learned from Brian that I 
lived and worked in Manchester for a time interrogates me about the Manchester United 
team as if I must know them all personally.  I am not a football fan (I prefer Rugby Union) 
and it proves tedious to field a conversation for 55 miles on topics such as the merits of the 
4-4-2 formation and the risks of hoofing the long ball upfield directly from deep defence.  
Brian as usual says nothing, his excuse is that he needs to concentrate on the road and he is 
quite right because there are some mighty pot-holes lying in wait for the unwary traveller.  
Quite soon after leaving Baghdad we leave the irrigated fields and we are in to the stony 
desert.  As we drive west, the earth around us seems completely devoid of fertility, and the 
occasional dry river beds we cross are like tongues reaching out for water.  The sun is rising 
in the sky, thankfully not in our faces, and the car starts to get hot because the air-con is not 
working properly; even worse, there is a leak so the condensate is dripping in to the 
passenger’s footwell and I am soon paddling in warm water.  It will be ironic if I go back to 
Blighty with trench foot. 
 
When we arrive at Hassan’s family home there is a party in full swing, a birthday celebration 
for one of his uncles.  Introductions are made but there are so many people I am rapidly and 
totally confused.  We know that Hassan is a Sunni Moslem but he has never appeared 
particularly religious, however some of his relatives obviously are because there is no 
alcohol and although the women serve the food they do not talk to us, they avert their eyes 
and keep themselves veiled and apart from the men.  When the party shows signs of 
winding down in the afternoon Hassan suggests we take a drive to the lake, but by this time 
the car has been standing in the sun for a few hours and it feels like it has been plugged in 
to the mains, so we switch on the engine and the ineffective air-con for a few minutes 
before we get inside and drive off.  Even so it feels like we are driving a mobile barbecue, 
and the hot tyres sing gently in the soft and melting blackness of the tarmac beneath the 
unforgiving sun.  The most interesting thing about the lake turns out to be the luxury villas 
built near the shoreline, needless to say belonging to the ruling élite.  After an hour or so 
enjoying the cooling breezes by the lakeshore we set off back to Baghdad, but not before 
Hassan has wandered off to talk to some of the local fishermen he knows and returned to 
the car with a large cardboard box.  Of course it is full of fresh fish which Hassan will trade 
in Baghdad but it is not an ideal cargo to carry in a hot car and as we journey back to the city 
with the windows wide open we gradually smell more and more like an afternoon fish train 
from Grimsby. 
 
Back to the Agadir Hotel for a quick shower, because I smell of fish and seem to be thinly 
coated in syrup and dead flies.  Then it is time for my second party of the day.  The French 
steel erectors have almost finished their work and are leaving for home in a few days, so 
they have kindly invited me to their leaving ‘do’ at the villa they have been renting.   
 

Continued on page 12 
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CHURCH  CALENDAR FOR JULY 2014 
 
3rd Thursday THOMAS THE APOSTLE 
   9:30 am  Holy Communion  
   10:30 am Home Communions 
   7:45 pm  Church Ladies’ Fellowship: Strawberry Supper 
 
4th Friday  Practice Night: 
   6:45 pm  Choir 
   7:30 pm   Ringers 
 

6th  SUNDAY TRINITY 3  (Proper 9) 

   9:00am  Holy Communion (said) 
   10:00 am Family Service with Baptism of Violet May Adams 
 
7th Monday 7:30 pm  PCC meeting in the church hall 
 
8th Tuesday 9:00 am  Clergy Chapter; St John’s, Spalding 
 
10th  Thursday 9:30 am  Holy Communion  
 
11th Friday  Benedict of Nursia, Abbot of Monte Cassino, Father of 
   Western Monasticism, c. 550 
   Practice Night: 
   6:45 pm  Choir  
   7:30 pm   Ringers 
 
12th Saturday 1:00 pm  Wedding of Steven Barker & Laura Coles 

 

13th  SUNDAY TRINITY 4  (Proper 10) 

   10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
          
14th  Monday John Keble, Priest, Tractarian, Poet,  1866 
   7:30 pm  Planning meeting for Pilgrimage of Prayer 
 
15th Tuesday Swithun, Bishop of Winchester, 862 
 
17th  Thursday 9:30 am  Holy Communion 
   7:45 pm  Church Ladies’ Fellowship: Closing Service & Supper 
 
18th   Friday   Practice Night: 
   6.45 pm  Choir  
   7:30 pm   Ringers 
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19th Saturday Gregory, Bishop of Nyssa, and his sister Macrina, 394 & 379 
 

20th SUNDAY TRINITY 5  (Proper 11) 

   10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
      (followed by Hog Roast) 
   3:30 pm (approx) Songs of Praise 
 
21st Monday PCC meeting 
 
22nd  Tuesday Mary Magdalene 
   2:00 pm  Linchfield School Year Six Leavers’ Service 
    
24th Thursday 9:30 am  Holy Communion 
 
25th  FRIDAY ST JAMES’S DAY  (PATRONAL FESTIVAL) 
   7:30 pm  Sung Eucharist 
 
26th Saturday Anne and Joachim, Parents of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 

27th SUNDAY TRINITY 6  (Proper 12) 

   10:00 am Sung Eucharist  
 
29th Tuesday Mary, Martha & Lazarus of Bethany, Companions of Our Lord 
 
30th Wednesday William Wilberforce, Olaudah Equiano, & Thomas Clarkson, 
   Anti-Slavery Campaigners, 1833, 1797 & 1846 
 
31st Thursday 9:30 am  Holy Communion 
 
AUGUST 
 
1st Friday  Lammas Day 
   Practice Night: 
   7:30 pm   Ringers 
   (Choir summer break) 
 
2nd Saturday 2:30 pm  Wedding of James Beardsworth & Sally Black 
 
 

3rd SUNDAY TRINITY 7  (Proper 13) 

   9:00 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   10:00 am Family Service 
  



12 
 

Continued from page 9 
 
They have a good cook (of course) and plenty of wine, brought in I know not how.  In fact 
they have basically two sorts of wine;  there is ordinary wine for slaking the thirst, which 
they drink like water with their meals, and there is fine wine that costs very much more, 
which they drink in quite a different and reverent way, tasting it slowly and discussing it.  
Fortunately on this special occasion we have the fine wine.  These steel erectors have 
proved to be competent and hardworking and I have grown to respect and like them.  In 
some respects they conform to the French stereotype; the queue is unknown to them, and 
sometimes in a crisis they do come right up to you, wave their arms and shout at the top of 
their voices.  And unlike the English, who feel obliged to apologise for everything, the 
French see no reason to apologise for anything.  Anyway the party goes well and when the 
wine has loosened our tongues a little, but not yet quite stolen our brains, the foreman asks 
me what I think, off the record, about the original silo structure which collapsed and the 
new one they have just built.  So I tell him frankly that any first year engineering 
undergraduate could have spotted in a minute that the first design was nonsense, being 
more of a mechanism than a structure, whereas the new design is completely to the other 
extreme and could support a battleship.  He is in a good mood and has had a fair bit to drink 
so fortunately finds this very amusing.  The party is a great success and has a satisfactory 
conclusion as far as I am concerned, since I have my fill of good food and wine, and wake up 
the following morning in the right room in the right hotel, if somewhat the worse for wear.   
 
The following morning I am talking to one of the English engineers on the factory 
production line and mention the leaving party of the previous evening.  He is a little 
contemptuous, saying that these Frenchmen haven’t been here long enough to know what 
a proper party is, and invites me to one he is organising for next weekend.  However I 
should book a day’s leave for afterwards. 
 

To be continued…           Tony . 

 The Corpus Christi Chapel Fund 
 
As you may remember, some time ago work had to be done to repair damage to the 
Corpus Christi Chapel caused by dry rot.  The wall panelling had to be removed and the 
altar table also had to be removed.  Since then various groups in the church have donated 
money towards the refubishment of the chapel.  Several individuals have also given 
generous donations and the fund now stands at £255.  It is hoped to purchase a new altar 
table and some chairs so that the chapel may once again be used for private prayer.  If you 
would like to make a donation towards this fund, please speak to Rev Sonia who can also 
give you further details. 
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 Swift to Tell 
 
On May 31st we arrived at Nancy Titman’s “Birthday Drop-in” to find the church hall 
almost full of family, friends and other well wishers for the launch of her book “Sweet to 
Tell”, which tells some wonderfully evocative tales of village life in the 1920s and 1930s.  
You may not have been able to attend on the day, but have you bought your copy yet?  
Victoria and I have thoroughly enjoyed reading it and I for one am intrigued to realise how 
much life has changed since those years.  I am not a literary critic but I can certainly highly 
recommend you buy a copy.  Ours is signed by the author and I wouldn’t be at all surprised 
if Nancy might oblige you by signing a copy for your too! 

John. 

 More news on the Vacancy 
 

On Tuesday 1st July we held a Stewardship Meeting in the Church Hall 
with the Revd Canon Chris Lilley as our guest speaker.  Following this 
meeting he met with members of the PCC to discuss possibilities for the 
future and has agreed to work with us ... The following statement has 
been read at both services on July 7th. 
 

"The Revd Canon Chris Lilley has offered to work with the PCC and 
members of the Priory Church at Deeping St James as a consultant on 
behalf of the Archdeacon of Boston to continue the process of 
discernment about the appointment of a new priest.  Canon Lilley is willing to meet any 
members of the congregation and will be available on Monday 21 July prior to a meeting 
of the full PCC that evening. Further dates are available if more one to one meetings are 
needed. 
 

The PCC will consider the range of possible types of clergy appointment suggested by the 
Archdeacon together with a further option of a full time priest dedicated to building up 
the mission and ministry of the church. The PCC will also consider issues relating to 
"mission community", and in particular the links with Market Deeping and the shared 
mission opportunities with residents living between the hearts of the two communities. 
The PCC plans to hold an open meeting of all church members to further consider the way 
ahead and Canon Lilley will again be available to attend that meeting." 
 

If you would like to meet with Chris Lilley to discuss your hopes or concerns for the future 
please contact Chris Halley (342683) and he will arrange an appointment.  These one-to-
one meetings will be confidential and you can feel free to express any matters in 
connection with the vacancy.  
 

We are planning to hold an open meeting for everyone in the congregation to come and 
meet with Chris Lilley, probably early in September.  
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Getting to Know You… 
 
Our thanks to Clare Wadsworth for spilling the beans 
(well, some of them) this month. 
 

 
My earliest memories are living in Cornwall as a child, with 
the sea just a couple of miles down the road. It seemed like 
everyone in the village went to church, my mum used to 
sing in the choir, and I remember in the summer attending 
Sunday School on the beach when we used to act out the 
song “The wise man built his house upon the rock”, and we 
would all stamp on the sandcastles when ‘The Foolish man’ 
bit was sung! 
 
When I was nine we moved to Hertfordshire, where I grew 
up and decided to become a Chartered Accountant as I was 
good with numbers. I was based in St Albans initially, then 
moved to London, then Holland for a year. I was one of the 
youngest possible qualified Chartered Accountants, and I remember carrying out an audit 
at a private school, where I was regularly mistaken for a pupil, and had to explain to the 
teachers, no, I’m your auditor! 
 
I decided to work in one company and help it grow rather than just auditing companies, 
and after a couple of further years working in London, I met a guy and decided to move to 
his home town, Market Deeping, and started working (and still am) at Bauer, formerly 
Emap. 
 
The relationship didn’t last, but I liked Market Deeping and my job, and decided to stay. I 
met Geoff shortly after, and we now have three children, Becki, Tom and Dan. My parents 
retired and moved up to Morton, so they would be closer to us (and be a reliable pair of 
babysitters!) 
 
Geoff and I wanted our children to be brought up with Christian values, as we had been, 
and we began attending Deeping St James Church. All three children have been active in 
Sunday School, and both Becki and Geoff sang in the choir.  
 
We moved from Deeping to Bourne as Geoff was working in Lincoln, but decided to 
continue to worship at Deeping St James as we were comfortable there. I used to love 
hearing Becki sing in the choir, she has a very strong voice, and I could always hear her 
above the rest. 
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When Becki went to University, John asked me if I wanted to join the choir, and although I 
was hesitant at first, I now really enjoy singing, and the choir members are all very 
friendly. 
 
Attributes: 
How my work colleagues see me – Hard working, firm but fair 
How my friends see me – Honest, reliable and good for a laugh 
How my children see me – Very loving, makes good cakes 
 
My favourite book – Jane Austin ‘Pride and Prejudice’ – the only book I have been able to 
read more than once 
My favourite place – Porthtowan in Cornwall, although Holkham Beach ranks high on my 
list  
My favourite pastime – having a full family meal with all three children plus my dad and 
sister. 
My favourite show – Les Miserables – I’m crying before the interval! 
My biggest weakness – my new dog, Ben, (pictured) who runs rings round me, and goes 
walkabouts on many of our walks together, but I love him just the same! 
 
And finally: 
Becki has been traveling around Australia for the past year, and moves on to New Zealand 
shortly. Geoff, Tom, Dan and I are flying out to meet her there in early July, which I am 
looking forward to very much! 

Clare 

 

Cooking with Margaret: 

Raspberry Clafoutis 

Ingredients: 
 
10g Butter 
 
3 Eggs 
 
50g Caster Sugar 
 
50g Plain Flour 
 
300ml Fresh Milk  
 
225g Fresh Raspberries 

Method: 
 
1. Lightly grease an ovenproof dish with butter. Whisk eggs 

and sugar until pale and frothy. Stir in flour then milk.  
 
2. Pour half the batter into the dish. Bake at 200°C / Gas 6 

for 15 minutes. 
 
3. Arrange raspberries on top of batter, pour remaining 

batter around the fruit. Return dish to oven and bake for 
a further 30 minutes until golden.  

 
4. Serve hot with a little extra sugar.   
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 Poetry Corner 
 

It is some time since we included one of Betty Mates’s contributions to Priory News so we 
thought we should remedy this in the current issue: 
 

REASSURANCE 
 

God has given us love and joy and wonder 
To help us on our way while on the earth. 
How can it be that all is torn asunder 
When Death decides to decimate our Birth? 
So Jesus came, in God’s own name, 
To show there is no death. 
There is no separation from His Love; 
And those in Life we truly loved 
Are waiting there to greet us 
When we reach our Heavenly Home above. 
 

 

 
We are pleased to introduce our new Rose Queen, Alice Gamman, and her attendants. 

Erin Fisk and Ewan Jones with outgoing Rose Queen Ellie Stainsby.
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Rotas for July 

Servers   

 9:00 am 10:00 am 3.30 pm 7:30 pm 

6th  Geoff Paul - - 

13th - John & Simon - - 

20th - Chris & Simon Geoff - 

25th (St.James) - - - John 

27th - Chris & Paul - - 

August 3rd  Geoff Paul - - 

Sidesmen 

6th B Ann Meekings and Shelagh Fisher 
13th  C Tim Hitchborn and Cled Bennett 

20th  D Trevor Harwood and Kim Hallam 
25th  TBA 

27th E Liz Bridgeman,  Bill  and Margaret Flegg 
August 3rd F Val Wilde, Doris Bellairs and Christine Masters 
Intercessions 

 9:00 am 10:00 am 7:30 pm 

6th Martin Fisher TBA - 

13th  - Sonia Marshall - 
20th  - Niccy Fisher - 

25th - - TBA 
27th - Tony Masters - 

August 3rd Jo Astle - - 
Bread and Wine                Coffee 

6th John & Victoria Worthington (9.00 am)  Johanna Jones & Jill Ironside 
13th  Dick & Anthea Wray  Pat Feek & Doris Warner 

20th  Christine Payne & Ann Meekings  Val Wilde & Doris Bellairs 

27th Doris Bellairs & Christine Masters  Bill & Margaret Flegg 
August 3rd Anne & Cled Bennett (9.00 am)  (No coffee during August) 

 

Flowers  Cleaning Brasses  

6th Carole Mills 7th-20th  Dick and Anthea Wray 

13th  Sue Marsh 
 13th 

Christine Masters & Doris 
Bellairs 

20th  Vacant 21st July – 3rd 
August 

 
Josie Waghorn & Joy 

Cunningham 

27th Pauline 
Brooksbank 

  
 

August 
3rd 

Carole Mills  
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Readings and Readers for July  
  1st Reading 

1st 
Reader 

2nd 
Reading 

2nd Reader Gospel 

6th 

TRINITY 3  (Proper 9) 
9:00 
am 

Zechariah 9: 
9-12 

Ann 
Bennett 

Romans 7: 
15-25 

Simon 
Marshall 

Matthew 11: 
16-19, 25-30 

10:00 
am 

Matthew 11: 
16-19,25-30 

TBA   

13th 

TRINITY 4  (Proper 10) 

10:00 
am 

Isaiah 55: 
10-13 

Trevor 
Harwood 

Romans 8: 
1-11 

Roger 
Bridgeman 

Matthew 13: 
1-9, 18-23 

20th 

TRINITY 5  (Proper 11) 

10:00 
am 

Isaiah 44: 
6-8 

Bill 
Flegg 

Romans 8: 
12-25 

Liz 
Bridgeman 

Matthew 13: 
24-30, 36-43 

25th  

ST. JAMES’S DAY  (Patronal Festival) 

7:30 
pm 

Acts 11: 
27-12.2 

Simon 
Marshall 

2 Corinthians 4: 
7-15 

Cled 
Bennett 

Matthew 20: 
20-28 

27th 

TRINITY 6  (Proper 12) 

10:00 
am 

1 Kings 3: 
5-12 

Jill 
Ironside 

Romans 8: 
26-39 

Niccy 
Fisher 

Matthew 13: 
31-33, 44-52 

Aug  
3rd 

TRINITY 7  (Proper 13) 

9:00 
am 

Isaiah 55: 
1-5 

Victoria 
Worthington 

Romans 9: 
1-5 

John 
Worthington 

Matthew 14: 
13-21 

10:00 
am 

Matthew 14: 
13-21 

TBA   
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Letter from the  

Bishop of Lincoln 
 
 

  

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ 
 
I imagine that many of you reading this letter are 
preparing to take a summer holiday.  
 
Whether you're going away or staying at home, the 
summer months are often a time when we're able to 
change gear and slow down a little.  They are an 
opportunity for some rest and relaxation. 
 
It's easy to fall into the trap of thinking that we are only doing God's work if we are 
busy. It is true that our faith must be expressed in action, but should only ever be 
part of the story.  That action must be informed by prayer and reflection.  The 
gospels tell us that Jesus often got into a boat and took himself away from the 
crowds after busy times, so that he could spend time alone with God. Jesus knew 
how important it was to make the time to do that. 
 
When we live at a busy pace, we need rest in order for our bodies to recharge and 
feel rejuvenated.  But there's more to it than that.  Finding time to rest is essential 
for a life that is balanced and healthy, emotionally and spiritually as well as 
physically.  Rest gives us time to recalibrate, to reflect and to pray, to ask ourselves, 
'Am I doing the things God wants me to do in my life?'  Reflecting on that question 
might lead us to think about doing things differently, refocusing our lives so they are 
once again in tune with what God is asking us to do. 
 
So wherever you may be this summer, I encourage you to find some time simply to 
rest in the presence of God.  May you be blessed in your rest and relaxation, and in 
all that you do in God's name. 

 



20 
 

 
 
 
 
 

If you would like to 
see your advert here  

 
Contact John Marsh 

on  
01778 347330 

 
 
 
 

 
 


