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  From Revd Janet 

 
 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

It sometimes happens in the course of daily Scripture readings that the same passage keeps occurring until it 
grabs one’s attention.  When this happens several times it is easy to think that the Holy Spirit is drawing our 
attention to it.  Just lately I keep coming across verses from the beginning of Isaiah ch 43:  
 

“Do not remember the former things 
Or consider the things of old, 
I am about to do a new thing; 
Now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 
I will make a way in the wilderness 
And rivers in the desert.” 

 

These words were written for the nation in Israel when they were captive in Babylon, bereft of their beloved 
city of Jerusalem and the glorious Temple, the spiritual centre of their worship and faith.  The prophet Isaiah 
promised that God had it all in hand for the eventual good of the nation, and indeed there were scenes of joy 
when they returned after 80 years or so. 
 

These words have resonance for us here in the Priory Church after the disasters and unrest of the last 
Interregnum, where things got rather fraught.  Could it be different this time?  Are we so cynical about the 
Church as a whole, and the “powers that be” who have responsibility for overall patterns of Ministry?  Is God 
doing anything for us? 
 

I believe so, and yet so much depends upon our own attitude towards God through Christ.  Thus it depends 
upon how we pray over the future as well as how much we plan for it.  “With God, nothing is impossible”, – 
words spoken to Mary by the angel Gabriel at the Incarnation. She accepted the challenge in faith.  
 

On a different note, I would like to thank everyone who has donated tapestry wool for the replacement Last 
Supper scene.  Now – you guessed it – I will need to hand it over to someone else, or a group of people, to 
complete!  If you can help, please let me know. 
 

I am looking forward to Mark’s Ordination to the Priesthood on 29th June.  He is very cross at having to miss 
the Rose and Sweet Pea Show – and he is very understanding that probably most of you will be busy at the 
Show.  I will be attending the Ordination, and Revd Sonia will be representing the clergy at the Show. We are 
praying for a fine day for both occasions! 
 

IMPORTANT – TAKE NOTE 
Mark’s first celebration of the Eucharist will be at St Guthlac, Market Deeping, at 10am on 30 th June.  The 
congregation and choir of the Priory Church is invited to attend to celebrate with him, so THERE WILL BE NO 
10AM SERVICE IN THE PRIORY CHURCH ON THAT DAY.  There will, however, be an 8am Eucharist, celebrated 
by Revd Janet for those who cannot get to St Guthlac.  Please pray for Mark, Jo-Anne, Hannah and Louise, as 
he approaches this important step in his continuing ministry. 
 

With best wishes and prayers, 

Reverend  Janet 
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In this Month’s Priory News … 

 

Dear All, 
 

May was a busy month, to 
which the pictures and 
articles in this month’s 

Priory News bear testimony.   June looks like it will be 
similar – the Rose and Sweet Pea Show looms large and 
there has been much activity already behind the scenes.  
There will still be a need for extra practical help on the 
day, however, particularly as there is an unfortunate 
clash with the Service of Ordination at the Cathedral on 
the same day – unfortunate because our joint Curate 
with Market Deeping, the Revd Mark Thomson, will be 
one of those to be ordained at that service.  However, in 
this connection, we are delighted that we shall be 
joining with the congregation at St. Guthlac’s the 
following day for Revd Mark’s first Eucharist at which he 
will be the Celebrant. 
 

Much has already been said about Janet’s departure to a 
neighbouring diocese next month and we hope that she 
will enjoy June, her last month with us at the Priory. 
 

Best wishes, 
 

John 

 

There are some important dates for your diaries 
this month. 

This month we thank John Marsh for the 
colourful photograph on the front cover 
reminding us of the Rose & Sweet Pea Show. 

Clergy Duty Days: Revd Janet  Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday, Sunday 
   Revd Sonia Monday, Tuesday, Thursday. Sunday  

Either can be available on a Friday 
 

Arts & Flowers Festival pix Back cover 

Church Calendar 8 

Church Groups’ Information 4 

Clergy Duty Days 3 

Confirmation Service 6 

Cooking with Margaret 12 

Diary Dates 4 

Directory  2 

Etiquette 11 

From Revd Janet 1 

In This Month’s Priory News 3 

Iona Revisited 7 

Letter  from the Bishop 15 

Mission Matters 5 

News from the Tower 5 

Readers and Readings 14 

Registers 14 

Rose and Sweet Pea Show 6 

Rotas 13 

Thanks to those who have sent articles for Priory News. Please keep them 
coming – all are very welcome. NB: pictures containing recognisable 

children must be accompanied by authorisation to publish from their 
parents or guardians. We will not publish the names of children pictured 

unless specifically requested to do so by their parents or guardians. 
John Worthington, Cranmore Farmhouse, DSJ - Tel: 01778-343860 

priorynews@dsj.org.uk 
Please let us have your contributions for the June edition of Priory News 

BEFORE the deadline, Friday 14th June. Thank you for your help. 

mailto:priorynews@dsj.org.uk
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Dates for your Diary…. 
 

 

Revd Janet mentions in her letter that on Sunday, 30th June, we shall join the congregation 
at St. Guthlac’s for their 10 o’clock Eucharist which will be celebrated by Revd Mark 
following his ordination in Lincoln the previous day.  Instead of our normal service therefore 
there will be a said Communion Service at 8 o’clock at the Priory. 
 

On Sunday, 7th July, Revd Janet will be taking her last Service at the Priory and this will be 
followed by lunch in the church hall provided by Margaret Flegg and members of the Social 
Committee.  Further details, including cost, will be announced in church during the next few 
weeks and there will shortly be a list at the back of church for members of the congregation 
to sign up if they wish to attend. 
 

The Mission Committee will present a Music and Poetry Evening on July 13th. at Cranmore 
Farmhouse.  Further details and tickets will be available soon. 
 
 

Church Groups 
 

 Priory Church Coffee Group 
 

On Thursday 23rd May the Church Hall was packed with people to witness the distribution of 
cheques to loal charities and good causes.  Treasurer, Margaret Flegg, presented cheques to the 
value of £1,000.00 as follows:   
 
Deepings Friendship Club, £100.00;  
First Responders, £100.00;  
Deeping Youth Group, £150.00;  
Junior Church, £100.00;  
Church Boiler Fund, £150.00;  
Spire Lighting, £100.00;  
Church Hall Kitchen Fund, £200.00; 
Snowdrop Appeal, £50.00;  
Church Hall Gardens, £50.00. 

 
Margaret thanked all those who helped 
raise the money during the past year, 
especially the Committee.  The morning concluded with the Lucky Ticket Draw and the Raffle. 

 
Today’s event raised £288.80 towards next year’s funds. 
 

Bill Flegg 
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 News from the Tower  
 

Very good news for the bell ringers! “The Priory Bellringers” were awarded a 
certificate for being nominated in the category of group/organisation to most 
make a difference to the community at the Annual Parish Council Meeting on 
Tuesday 7th May.  
 

Then on the 10th. a quarter peal of Ipswich Surprise Minor was successfully 
rung at Maxey, with our new captain, Hilary, completing her first quarter in 
this method. Well done Hilary! 
 

On the 11th May our annual tour of other towers took place with ringing at Folkingham, Silk 
Willowby, Heydour and Billingborough. The outing was enjoyed by fourteen people. A very nice 
lunch was taken at The Houblon Arms in the village of Oasby. Many thanks to Brenda for 
organising the trip. 
 

We are very pleased to welcome Elizabeth who is back from university. 
A very BIG THANK YOU to Chris Masters for putting the lovely flower display in the church on 
behalf of the bell ringers.  
 

Mike  Gentle 

 

 Mission Matters 
 

Please note that there will not be any Knit and Natter meetings during the summer.  
Knitting and Nattering will resume in September. 
 

The Art and Flower Weekend 
 

Many thanks to all who contributed in any way to the recent Art and Flower Weekend.  
£829.62 was the final total and the Mission Committee is grateful to everyone who took 
part.  Date for your diary:  Music and Poetry Evening on July 13th. at Cranmore Farmhouse.  
Tickets will be available soon. 
 

Victoria 

 

… and, a word of appreciation …. 
 

Congratulations to Victoria, Anne and the rest of the mission committee for bringing the 
community together with a splendid weekend of art and flowers. The church looked lovely 
with the artistic flower displays and paintings by our own local artists.  Not only did this 
event raise money for worthy causes, it also brought new people into the church.  It began 
with a very well attended preview evening when we were also privileged to view and 
purchase the excellent sketches by Karen Neale and then what a wonderful way to conclude 
the festival  with the delightful musical talents of Freshe Ayre.  Finally, thanks must also go 
to the ladies who provided the refreshments for these two events (tea always tastes better 
in a china cup )!  Well Done to all concerned.   

Judy Stevens 

(See the back cover for photographs courtesy of Chris Halley and John Marsh - Ed).  
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Other Reports and News 
 Confirmation Service 

 

Many members of our church attended the Confirmation Service at St. Guthlac’s on 
Ascension Day.  The church was packed as Bishop Tim led the Service and welcomed the 
twenty or so candidates among whom were William, Helena, Emily and Neve from the 
Priory Church.  It was a truly inspiring occasion and a pleasure to be there. 

John 

 

 The Rose and Sweet Pea Show 
 

Roll up! Roll up! 

Any donations for our Tombola Stall at the Rose and Sweet 
Pea Show will be gratefully received. Your surplus could be 
our money-spinners. Please put donations in the box at the 
back of the church. 

Many thanks. 

Liz Spratley. 

 

 The Annual Rose and Sweet Pea Raffle! 

  

Little did I know when I volunteered for the task of organising this annual raffle just what a task it is 
- albeit an enjoyable one! And so I must thank John and Sue Marsh for the great work they have 
put in over recent years!  
 
This year I have been overwhelmed with support from the Community and there are some great 
prizes - as well as the headline prizes including a hamper from the Church Ladies Fellowship, there 
is afternoon tea for two at John Clare’s cottage, a frame from Black Cab Framing, flowers from Tilly 
Jo's, £30 of vouchers to spend at Richard Andrews Hair Salon, a round of golf for two at Gedney 
Hill, vouchers for the Boundary and Linfords, for the Beauty Retreat and for Riverside Crafts.  There 
is a picture from Anne Smart, a voucher for dry cleaning and to sample American cuisine at the 
Ironhorse Ranch - gifts from Branch Bros, Vine House Farm and Hopshackle Brewery!  And many 
more.  What more can I say - buy some - and support your Church at this time honoured event. 
Better still ask me for several books (5 and we have made £10) and sell them to your friends and 
family! Thank you! (Telephone: 348859 judy.stevens1@btopenworld.com ) 
 
 

Judy Stevens 

 

Following Revd Mark’s retreat earlier in the year he has kindly written an article for 
inclusion in this month’s Priory News which you will find on the following page.  

mailto:judy.stevens1@btopenworld.com
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 IONA REVISITED 
 

About 20 years ago Jo-Anne and I went on holiday to 
the Isle of Mull off the west coast of Scotland and we 
took a day trip from Mull over to Iona.  We spent a very 
pleasant day visiting the ancient abbey and walking 
around the island.  After that day trip I promised myself 
that I would come back and spend more time on the 
island at some point in the future.  When the 
opportunity arose to have a weeklong retreat as part of my deacon’s year, I jumped at the 
chance to go to Iona.  
 

You will probably know that Iona was one of the earliest Christian centres in Britain 
following the departure of the Romans. Christianity had arrived on these shores a few 
centuries earlier with the invading Roman armies.   When the Roman Empire fell apart the 
invading tribes brought their own religion and Christianity was driven out until St Columba 
arrived in Iona from Ireland in 563AD and established an abbey on the island.  From here he 
began to re-evangelise the Scottish mainland and the north of England.   It can’t have been 
an easy life living on a bleak Scottish island under monastic orders without any of the 
modern luxuries such as hot water, central heating, showers etc.  Staying at the Abbey or 
the modern MacLeod Centre today still presents challenges, however, as there are only a 
few single rooms and most of us shared small dormitories.  In my room there was a 
Canadian visitor who slept very soundly all week probably as a result of jet lag.  Sadly none 
of the rest of us did as he snored like a foghorn all through the night!  Modern technology 
helped, as I was able to play music on my phone and listen to it through headphones, which 
helped me get to sleep. 

 

Iona is a place, which has a strange feel to it.  Immediately you 
come off the ferry onto Iona you become aware that this island 
is unusual.  Rev George MacLeod had the vision to rebuild the 
ruined abbey and he started the process in 1938 using 
unemployed shipbuilders from the Clyde and young ministers 
from the Church of Scotland.  George MacLeod described Iona 
as “a thin place with only a tissue paper separating heaven and 
earth.”  He meant that you felt very close to God the minute 
you set foot on the island.  A recent article in the Scotsman on 
Sunday contains a quote from a local inhabitant of the island. 
 

“Iona,” says Kirkpatrick, who has lived on the island all his 65 
years. “There’s something here. But I don’t know what it is. 
Nobody knows. Nobody has got the final answer.”  

(Quotation from Scotland on Sunday 19th May 2013 Peter Ross) 
 

(continued on page 10) 
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CHURCH  CALENDAR FOR JUNE 2013 
 

1st Saturday Justin, Martyr at Rome, 165 
 

2nd SUNDAY TRINITY 1 (Second Sunday after Pentecost) 

   9:00 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   10:00 am Family Service and Baptism of Bethan Skye Evans 
   (Choral Evensong will be held next week) 
 

3rd Monday Martyrs of Uganda, 1977 
 

5th Wednesday Boniface (Wynfrith) of Crediton, Apostle of Germany, Martyr, 754 
   7:30 pm  Deanery Synod 
 

6th Thursday 9:30 am  Holy Communion 
   10:30 am Home Communions 
   7:45 pm  Church Ladies’ Fellowship 
 

7th Friday  12:00 pm Wedding of Mark Smith & Michelle Allison 
 Practice Night: 
 6:45 pm  Choir 
 7:30 pm   Ringers 

 

8th Saturday Thomas Ken, Bishop of Bath & Wells, Hymn Writer, 1711 
 

9th SUNDAY TRINITY 2 (Third Sunday after Pentecost) 

   (no 8:00 am Communion Service) 
 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 

   6:00 pm  Choral Evensong 
 

11th Tuesday BARNABAS THE APOSTLE 
   9:00 am  Clergy Chapter in Holbeach 
 

13th Thursday 9:30 am  Holy Communion     
 

14th Friday  Practice Night: 
   6:45 pm  Choir 

 7:30 pm   Ringers 
 

15th Saturday 1:00 pm  Wedding of Peter Bezant & Joanne Hodges 
 

16th SUNDAY TRINITY 3 (Fourth Sunday after Pentecost) 

   10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
   3:00 pm  Baptism of Harmony Francesca Harris 
 

20th Thursday 9:30 am  Holy Communion 
   7:45 pm  Church Ladies’ Fellowship 
 

21st Friday  Practice Night: 
   6:45 pm  Choir 
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 7:30 pm   Ringers 
 

22nd Saturday Alban, first Martyr of Britain, 250 
 

23rd SUNDAY TRINITY 4 (Fifth Sunday after Pentecost) 

   8:00 am  Holy Communion (said) 
 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 

    
24th Monday The birth of John the Baptist 
   (Midsummer Day) 
   7:30 pm  PCC meeting 
 

26th Wednesday Ember Day 
 

27th Thursday Cyril, Bishop of Alexandria, 444 
 9:30 am  Holy Communion 

 

28th Friday  Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons, 200 
 Practice Night: 

   6:45 pm  Choir 
 7:30 pm   Ringers 

 

29th Saturday PETER AND PAUL, APOSTLES 
   1:00 – 4:30 pm Rose and Sweet Pea Show 
   Service of Ordination in Lincoln Cathedral 
 

30th SUNDAY TRINITY 5 (Sixth Sunday after Pentecost) 

   8:00 am  Holy Communion (said) 
        ** 10:00 am  Sung Eucharist at St. Guthlac’s ** 
   (no 10 o’clock Service at the Priory - Revd. Mark’s first 
   Communion at St. Guthlac’s following yesterday’s Ordination) 
 

JULY 
 

1st Monday Henry, John & Henry Venn the younger, 
 Evangelical divines, 1797, 1813 & 1873 

 

3rd Wednesday  THOMAS THE APOSTLE 
 

4th Thursday 9:30 am  Holy Communion 
   10:30 am Home Communions 
 

5th Friday  Practice Night: 
   6:45 pm  Choir 

 7:30 pm   Ringers 
 

7th SUNDAY TRINITY 6 (Seventh Sunday after Pentecost) 

   9:00 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   10:00 am Family Service and Baptism of Lottie Ava Flatters 
   6:00 pm  Choral Evensong 
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(continued from page 7) 
 

I certainly felt a great sense of peace when I 
arrived on the island with my old minister and 
mentor Murdoch McKenzie.  I was looking 
forward to some time for reflection and to 
week-long study programme.  A major part of 
my retreat revolved around a course of study 
on the importance of Sacred Lands and Sacred 
Stories which was led by a Christian writer and 
broadcaster called Martin Palmer who is the 
secretary general of an environmental charity called the Alliance of Religions and 
Conservation.  Martin explained how great events shaped Britain’s landscape and it’s cities, 
towns and churches and how sacredness played a part in developing our spiritual and 
physical landscape.  Martin describes sacred places as locations where nature and God 
speak to us and also as parts of our landscape which society sets aside for ceremonial or 
ritual use.   Many of our churches and cathedrals are built on sites that were sacred to pre-
Christian people and the missionaries adopted them and adapted them, as they were 
already places where people felt close to God.  Iona is one such place and I’m sure you feel 
that our church is a place where we can feel close to God and where we can feel the 
centuries of prayer and worship that fill and saturate it.   
 

The lecture programme on Iona even got me thinking of how we could perhaps better use 
the Deeping St James garden as a place of pilgrimage.  As I have been reflecting on what I 
learned, it struck me that the garden has many Christian elements within it.  We have a tree 
of life in the giant redwood; a cedar tree which we hear of in the Old Testament, a yew tree, 

a fig tree, a via dolorosa (the paved path way) and of course, the 
apple trees which have a special significance for Adam and Eve.  We 
even have a well in the form of a pond.  Perhaps all we lack is a cross 
to highlight the sacred nature of the garden. 
 

On my retreat I also had the opportunity to visit the island of Staffa, 
which is famous for its puffins and as the location of Fingal’s Cave.  
Sadly there were no puffins anywhere near the island but I did get to 
visit Fingal’s Cave and listen to the natural music of the sea and the 
wind rushing through the cave that inspired the composer Felix 
Mendelssohn to write the overture “The Hebrides” in 1829.  

 

In closing, I can honestly say that I was truly inspired by my trip to Iona.  The Abbey was a 
place of great peace and tranquility, the island was beautiful and wild and the programme 
of study was thought provoking.  I would recommend a trip to Iona to everyone and 
perhaps we should consider a church trip some time in the future.  For those who enjoy rail 
travel there is the extra attraction of travelling on one of Britain’s most picturesque train 
journeys! 
 

Revd Mark  
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… now here’s a thought … 
 
My husband Tony says that if a man helps a woman out of a car it means he either has a 
new car or a new wife.  However those of you who may have seen him helping me out of 
our car recently will realise that he still has the original wife, but she now has a new hip.  So 
thank you to everyone who has enquired about my progress, and thanks especially to all 
those who have helped with the church flowers during my enforced absence.  
 

Christine Masters 

 

 

 

 

... and finally, more Events 

 Rose and Sweet 
Pea Show 

  

House Group 

7:30pm Wednesdays 
at 45 Crowson Way, DSJ. 

All welcome! 

 

 

Exciting range of prizes to be won 
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Cooking with Margaret: 
Rhubarb Cake 

Ingredients: 
 
 
3 Eggs 
 
175g Sugar 
 
175g Plain Flour 
 
30g Butter, (softened) 
 
1 tbs Milk 
  
1tbs Baking Powder 
 
200g Rhubarb 
 
Double Cream or Crème 
Fraiche for serving  

Method: 
 
Preheat oven to 180°C/350°F/Gas 4. Grease a 23cm 
round spring-form cake tin and base line with baking 
parchment. 
 
Rinse and dry rhubarb and cut into 2cm lengths, place 
in bottom of the cake tin covering it completely, any 
leftover can be added to the cake mix. 
 
Place softened butter into a large mixing bowl, add 
sugar and whisk until fluffy and pale yellow. Add eggs 
and milk mixing well, sift in the flour and baking 
powder, mix in any leftover rhubarb then pour into the 
cake tin covering the rhubarb completely. 
 
Bake in pre-heated oven for 30 – 35 minutes, until well 
risen and firm to the touch. 
 
Leave to cool for 10 minutes then turn out onto serving 
plate.  
 
This is a typical Norwegian Cake 

 
 

 

Editor’s Note 

Since we took over the production of the Priory News almost two years ago it has proved 
interesting and valuable to see Parish magazines from other parts of the country.  Please 
pass on to us any magazines which you may come across on your travels and have finished 
with so that we may glean new ideas for our own magazine.  

John 
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Rotas for June 
Servers 

 8.00 am 9.00 am 10.00 am 6.00 pm 7.30 pm 

2nd - John Paul - - 

9th (no 8.00 am) - Chris & Simon John - 

16th - - John &Simon - - 

23rd Geoff - Simon & Chris - - 

30th Geoff - (no 10.00 am) - - 

July 7th - Simon Paul John  

 
Sidesmen 

2nd Team E:  Liz Bridgeman,  Bill & Margaret Flegg 

9th Team F:  Val Wilde, Doris Bellairs & Christine Masters 

16th Team A:  Jane Thompson & Adrian Hallam 

23rd Team B:  Joy Cunningham & Anne Meekings 

30th (Team C:  Tim Hichborn & Cled Bennett) Service at St. Guthlac’s 

 
Intercessions 

2nd 9.00 am   Bet Washbrooke  

9th  10.00 am  John Marsh  

16th  10.00 am  Martin Fisher  

23rd  10.00 am  Niccy Fisher  

30th (Service at St. Guthlac’s  

 

Bread and Wine     Coffee 

2nd (9.00 am TBA)  2nd Sue & John Marsh 

9th 
Linda Sellars 
Caroline Herron 

 
9th 

Liz Spratley 
Linda Sellars 

16th Ann & Cled Bennett  16th Bill & Margaret Flegg 

23rd Peter & Val Wilde  23rd Lin Witherington 
Joan Dyke 

30th (9.00 am TBA)  30th (No 10.00 am service) 
 (No 10.00 am service at the Priory – Eucharist at St. Guthlac’s) 

 

Flowers     Cleaning & Brasses 

  Cleaning Brasses  

2nd Joan Dyke 
May27-
June 9th 

 
Jean Shepherd 
Doris Bellairs 

9th Carole Mills 10th-23rd  Dick & Anthea Wray 

16th Sonia Marshall 
 

16th 
Christine Masters 
Doris Bellairs 

23rd Eileen Day 24th- 
July 7th 

 Josie Waghorn 
Joy Cunningham 30th Pauline Brooksbank 
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Readings and Readers for June 
  OT Reading OT Reader NT Reading NT Reader Gospel 

2nd  
TRINITY 1 

9:00 
am 

1 Kings 8 
22-23,41-43 

Victoria 
Worthington 

Galatians 1 
1-12 

Ann 
Bennett 

Luke 7 
1-10 

9th  

TRINITY 2 

10:00 
am 

1 Kings 17 
17-24 

Roger 
Bridgeman 

Galations 1 
11-24 

Niccy 
Fisher 

Luke 7 
11-17 

16th  

TRINITY 3 

10:00 
am 

2 Samuel 11 
26-12.10,13-15 

Trevor 
Harwood 

Galations 2 
15-21 

Liz 
Bridgeman 

Luke 7 
36-8.3 

 
23rd  

TRINITY 4 
10:00 

am 
Isaiah 65 

1-9 
Adrian 
Hallam 

Galations 3 
23-29 

Alistair 
Donaldson 

Luke 8 
26-39 

 
30th 

TRINITY 5 

8:00 
am 

1 Kings 19 
15-16,19-21 

 
Galations 5 

13-25 
 

Luke 9 
51-62 

(no 10.00 am Service at the Priory – Eucharist at St. Guthlac’s) 
 

 

Registers for April 2013 
 
 

Baptisms: We welcome into the Lord’s Family: 
 
21st  Nancy Violet Waldren 
 
Weddings: We congratulate: 
 
20th  William Bond & Nicola Lilley 
 
Funerals: We commend to God’s keeping: 
 
4th  Iris May Cooper 
5th  George King 
22nd  Julie Anne-Marie Blessett 
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Letter from the  
Bishop of Lincoln 

 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
As I write this letter we are emerging from what seems like a very long and harsh winter. 
 
At last, we’re now enjoying warmer weather.  As I drive around the diocese, it seems as 
though all of a sudden I am surrounded by wonderful vibrant shades of green in our fields, 
and flowers finally springing forth in all their spring and summer glory in our gardens and 
along the roadsides. It is a wonderful sight and I thank God for the natural beauty we can all 
enjoy. 
 
I’m also aware, though, that the vagaries of the weather have made this last year a 
particularly tough one for all those who farm in our diocese. 
 
In Lincolnshire, perhaps more than most places in the country, we are very aware of being 
at the mercy of the weather.  I’m reminded that the Bishop of Ely was once approached by 
a group of farmers and asked to pray for rain because the ground was so parched and their 
crops were suffering.  Several weeks later, the same farmers were back at the Bishop, 
asking him to pray for the rain to stop, since it had fallen incessantly since their last visit and 
their crops were in danger of being ruined.  We need to be careful what we pray for! 
 
This month, many of us will be going to the Lincolnshire County Show, one of the country’s 
largest agricultural shows.  It’s a timely reminder of our reliance on the land and our 
dependence on good weather – for work, for play and for the food we eat. 
 
Take time to stop and notice the beauty of our 
natural environment this month.  And as you do 
so, spare a thought for those who work on the 
land in our diocese and provide food provide for 
our tables, and thank God for them. 
 
 


