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From the Curate 

The Reverend Sonia Marshall 

Dear Friends, 

The great ‘Fifty Days of Easter’ draws to a close at the end of this month as 

we celebrate on 31st May the feast of Pentecost, the ‘Birthday of the Church’. 

Falling as it does on 31st of the month this year means that the feast we 

normally keep on that day, the Visit of the Blessed Virgin Mary to Elizabeth, 

has to be transferred to the following day. 

This coincidence reminded me of the ongoing presence with the disciples over 

the Easter period of Jesus’ mother, Mary. By her acceptance of God’s will, 

Mary gave birth to his son. Many would claim her as the first believer, the 

first member of the Church, on these grounds. St Luke, in Acts of the 

Apostles, further points out that Mary was constantly with the disciples after 

Jesus’ resurrection. It would seem then that she was there for the actual birth 

of the Church as well, underpinning this most significant of times with prayer, 

a continuing support during a time of transition. 

As I write, the way forward for this particular Church is very much in our 

thoughts. Births are joyful occasions…but there is much preparation and often 

pain too in the process before the happy day arrives. I commend to you 

Mary’s example of patience and prayer, trusting to God for a happy outcome 

when our time of waiting is over. 

Sonia Marshall 
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Social Committee 

On Saturday 28
th
 March, 5 members of the social committee with the help of 

Ben, Georgina and Hendriene served Lent Lunch in a packed Church Hall. 
We are pleased to say that £ 139.88 was raised from the lunch. Our thanks to 
all who supported the event. 

Margaret Flegg 

Mission Committee 

CRAFT FAIR 

Saturday 16 May 
10:00am – 4:00pm 

Just a reminder about our Craft Fair which is being held in the Church Hall.  A 
suggestion has been made that we have a plant stall (well gardening is a craft 
isn‟t it?).  If you have any cuttings, seedlings or plants you would like to 
donate, please contact me - Anne Smart - or bring them along before 
10:00am on the day. Thank you. 

Church Ladies Fellowship 

At 7:45pm on Thursday 7
th
 May Amanda Flindall is our guest speaker and will 

be telling us about her time in Napal where she spent time with Action Aid 
helping with their house building project. All members and guests are 
welcome to hear her fascinating story. 

Margaret Flegg 

Thank You 

Once again a big “Thank You” from Christine and myself to 
all those who contributed towards the Easter flowers, and 
to everyone who helped with the arranging of the flowers. 

Pauline Brooksbank 

 

 

 

The Church looked wonderful at Easter, Pauline. Thank you from us 
all to you and Christine and your team for your time and skill so 
willingly given to create such a lovely setting for our Easter worahip. 

Bet. 
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News from the Tower 

We have two poems by one of our "Talented" ringers. 

Looking Forward 

Spring is on the way, I can feel it in the air. 
I walk in the garden, and though the trees are bare 
Over the branches there's a faint green haze 
Promising leaves in a few warm days. 

Spring is on the way, and life begins anew, 
Under the shrubs the crocuses break through. 
While down by the gate tucked between the trees 
Delicate white snowdrops tremble in the breeze. 

Spring is on the way, and not a bit too soon. 
We've had enough of winter and its cold and gloom. 
How sweet to hear the song of birds at the day's start, 
And just to feel the warm sun's rays brings joy into the heart. 

D. Willson 

Bluebells 

Dainty bells on a slender stem, 
Blue as a summer sky. 
A sea of colour beneath the trees, 
A glory to greet the eye. 
Praise the Lord for the beauty He sends 
That sometimes makes heaven seem near. 
Praise to the Lord as the cold winter ends 
And wonderful springtime is here. 

 D. Willson 

We are doing a tour of five towers on 
Saturday 2nd May and will report on these 
next month. 

Our learners are coming on in a very 
positive manner and appear to be enjoying 
the experience. 

Mike Gentle 

Why not join our lively team of 
ringers on Friday evenings 
between 7:30 and 9:00pm at the 
Priory Church? 

Contact Richard, Brenda or 
Mike. 
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Christian Aid Week 

10
th

 - 16
th

 May 2009 

We urgently need collectors for Christian Aid week. Please sign the list at the 
back of the church as soon as possible. With so much need in the world, it is 
hard to believe that our individual contributions can make a difference. Of 
course, we are wrong. They can and do, as the following story illustrates. 

Keeping hope alive: 
‘education for life’ 

Eighteen-year-old Nadia Kabula‟s story is not an extraordinary one. For many 
people in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), life is a struggle. 
Following ten years of conflict, malnourishment and preventable diseases still 
claim thousands of lives each week. Christian Aid partner organisations are 
helping to rebuild lives and livelihoods in some of the DRC‟s most vulnerable 
communities. 

After the greatest challenge of Nadia‟s life, Christian Aid partner Humanité 
Nouvelle was there to help her focus on the future and the hope of a better 
life.  

Nadia‟s father died suddenly two-and-a-half years ago. Her grieving mother, 
Brigitte, struggled to provide for her six children. Even though Brigitte works 
gruelling 48-hour shifts, some weeks her transport costs total almost as much 
as her weekly salary.  

Nadia was profoundly affected by the death of her father, whom she adored. 
And his death had immediate practical implications. There was no money to 
pay for her schooling, so she had to drop out and care for her younger 
siblings while their mother worked.  

Families like Nadia‟s often hear about Humanité Nouvelle‟s tailoring course 
through their local church. The course helps poor girls to develop skills to 
support themselves and their families. Nadia explains why girls in similar 
situations turn to sex work: „They need to pursue their education and, with a 
lack of means, get desperate.‟ 

It would have been easy for Nadia to despair. But instead Humanité Nouvelle 
„have given me education for life‟, she says. She completed the course and 
now helps to teach the new intake of girls.  

Nadia still takes care of her siblings, as well as being a mentor at Humanité 
Nouvelle. Her mother describes her as „a blessing... [without her] things would 
be very hard‟. And it‟s not just her family who speak so positively of her – her 
pastor also talks about the inspiring influence of her gospel singing.  
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Nadia is confident that she can earn a good living from sewing and she is 
clear about her priorities: „If God helps me… I will do all I can to take care of 
my siblings and my mother.‟  

As collectors we can be inspired by Nadia. Even in difficult circumstances she 
is planting seeds of hope around her.  

And Nadia‟s mother has a message for us: 

„You volunteers should not be discouraged when you‟re turned away from 
houses. You should carry on because without that money it would be very 
difficult for… children from destitute backgrounds to get training, get a job and 
secure their future.‟  

Your time and money are more valuable than you know. You could give a 
chance of a brighter future to another young person like Nadia, and support 
them to bring hope to the people around them. 

The ripple effect of collecting at Christian Aid Week is immense – by taking 
part you are working alongside people like Nadia to help change the world. In 
the DRC:  

 £5 could buy six yards of material, from which a three-piece woman‟s 

outfit can be made 

 £10 could provide a girl with enough material to complete a 12-month 

tailoring course 

 £40 could pay the monthly salary of a tailoring instructor. 

Find out more about Christian Aid Week by visiting www.caweek.org 

 

Spring 

I‟ve seen many seasons come and go, 
The summer sun and autumn glow. 
It is a wonder to have seen 
The grass and trees dressed in new green. 

The birds a-twitter on the wing, 
How do they know it‟s a brand new spring? 
The true blue skies, The fluffy white clouds, 
The daffs and tulips in their crowds. 

The lambs a-frolic in the fields, 
The may in blossom now revealed. 
Nature is surely a wondrous thing. 
Thank You, Lord, for another spring. 

NPD 
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I was a helper at the Good Friday 

Activities this year. We first 

gathered in the Church for the 

Stations of the Cross. After that 

we went to the hall to begin the 

activities that ranged from flower 

arranging, to magic tricks, to Easter 

cards, cooking, and painting eggs. I 

helped at the card making stall. The 

children seemed to have a lot of fun 

trying all the projects. During the 

morning the children also had to put 

together a phrase with words found 

around the room. The phrase was: 

’Because of your holy cross you have saved the world’. 

Overall the children had a really fun 

time and the morning was very 

successful. Thank you to all the 

helpers and organisers for arranging 

the great activities that made the 

morning such a success. 

Jacob Boswall 

 

Explorers (7 - 11), Climbers (5 - 7) 
and Scramblers (under 5) meet 
every Sunday morning (except 
during the summer holiday period) 
at 9:50am in the church hall. They 
join older worshippers in church for 
their blessing, final hymn and 
refreshments. New members are 
always welcome. 
For more details, please contact: 
 Andrea (Climbers & Scramblers) 

or Ian (Explorers). 

 
Daniel, Chloe and Emily 

With their Good Friday handiwork 
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Parish Directory 

Assistant District Dean The Reverend Peter Garland  peter@stjohnsspalding.org 

Curate The Reverend Sonia Marshall  curate@dsj.org.uk 

Churchwardens  churchwarden@dsj.org.uk 
 Tony Masters  
 Richard Gamman  

Assistant Churchwardens 
John Worthington  
Roger Bridgeman  

Parochial Church Council   
Chairman Martin Fisher chairman@dsj.org.uk 
Vice-Chairman Adrian Hallam  
Hon. Secretary Roger Bridgeman  
Hon. Treasurer Simon Marshall treasurer@dsj.org.uk 
Covenant Secretary Peter Wilde  
Electoral Roll Officer Richard Gamman  

Synod Members   
Diocesan Synod Canon Niccy Fisher  

Deanery Synod 

The above plus  
The Reverend Sonia 
Marshall 

 

Simon Marshall  
Cled Bennett  
Ian Templeton  

Choir Master John Worthington music@dsj.org.uk 

Temporary Organist Philip Spratley  

Organisations   
Bellringers Richard Muspratt ringers@dsj.org.uk 

Bible Study Group 
The Reverend Sonia 
Marshall 

 

Church Hall Bookings Bill Flegg churchhall@dsj.org.uk 
Church Ladies‟ Fellowship Anthea Wray  

Church Coffee Group 
Carole Mills  
Margaret Flegg  

Church Flowers 
Pauline Brooksbank  
Christine Masters  

House Group Doris Warner  
Rose & Sweet Pea Show  roseandsweetpea@dsj.org.uk 

Junior Church  juniorchurch@dsj.org.uk 
Explorers Ian Templeton  
Scramblers & Climbers Andrea Gamman  

Priory News  priorynews@dsj.org.uk 
Editor Bet Washbrooke  

Advertising John Marsh  
Printing John Worthington  
Distribution Doris Bellairs  

General Information John Worthington info@dsj.org.uk 
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mailto:roseandsweetpea@dsj.org.uk
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Church Calendar 

 
3rd Sunday The Fourth Sunday of Easter 

  8:00am Holy Communion 
  10:00am Sung Eucharist 
  6:00pm Evening Prayer 
   

4
th
 Monday English Saints & Martyrs of the Reformation era 
    

7
th
 Thursday 9:30am 

Holy Communion followed by home 
Communions 

  6:00pm Junior Choir Practice, Cranmore Farmhouse 
  7:45pm Church Ladies‟ Fellowship 
    

8
th
 Friday Julian of Norwich, Spiritual Writer, 1417 
  Practice Night: 
  6:45pm Choir 
  7:30pm Ringers 
    

10th Sunday 
The Fifth Sunday of Easter 

(Christian Aid Week begins) 

  8:00am Holy Communion 
  10:00am Eucharist with Holy Baptism 
  6:00pm Choral Evensong 
    
   

13
th
 Wednesday 11:30am Deanery Clergy Chapter 

  7:30pm 
Archdeacon‟s Visitation at St. Mary & St. 
Nicholas, Spalding 

   
14

th
 Thursday Matthias the Apostle 
  9:30am Holy Communion 
  10:00am Spring Coffee Morning 
  6:00pm Junior Choir Practice, Cranmore Farmhouse 
  7:45pm Church Ladies‟ Fellowship: Annual Dinner 
    

15
th
 Friday Practice Night: 
  6;45pm Choir 
  7:30pm Ringers 
    

17th Sunday 
The Sixth Sunday of Easter (Rogation 

Sunday) 

  8:00am Holy Communion 
  10:00am Sung Eucharist 
  6:00pm Evening Prayer 
    



 
9 

for May 2009 

 
18

th
 Monday Rogation Day 

  7:30pm 
PCC meeting, preceded by 
Communion at 7:00 pm 

    
19

th
 Tuesday Rogation Day; Dunstan, Archbishop, 988 
    

20
th
 Wednesday Rogation Day; Alcuin of York, Deacon, 804 
    

21st Thursday Ascension Day 

  (No Junior Choir practice) 
  7:30pm Sung Eucharist 
    

22
nd

 Friday Practice Night: 
  6:45pm Choir 
  7:30pm Ringers 
    

24th Sunday 
The Seventh Sunday of Easter 

(Sunday after Ascension Day) 

  8:00am Holy Communion 
  10:00am Sung Eucharist 
  6:00pm Evening Prayer 
    

25
th
 Monday The Venerable Bede, 735 
    

26
th
 Tuesday Augustine, first Archbishop of Canterbury, 605 
    

28
th
 Thursday Lanfranc, Archbishop, 1089 
  9:30am Holy Communion 

  6:00pm 
Junior Choir Practice, Cranmore 
Farmhouse 

    
29

th
 Friday Practice Night: 
  6:45pm Choir 
  7:30pm Ringers 
   

30
th
 Saturday Josephine Butler, Social Reformer, 906 
    

31st Sunday Pentecost 

  8:00am Holy Communion 
  10:00am Sung Eucharist 
  6:00pm Evening Prayer 
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Home Groups 

All are welcome 

The Bible Study Group: Fridays, 10:00am 
 

House Group: Wednesdays, 7:30pm 
 

 

Readings for May 

 

3rd 

The Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Morning 
Acts 4: 
5-12 

1 John 3: 
16-24 

John 10: 
11-18 

10th 

The Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Morning 
Acts 8: 
26-40 

1 John 4: 7-21 
(8:00am only) 

John 15: 
1-8 

Evening Psalm 96 
Isaiah 60: 

1-14 
Revelation 3: 

1-13 

17th 

The Sixth Sunday of Easter (Rogation Sunday) 

Morning 
Acts 10: 
44-48 

1 John 5: 
1-6 

John 15: 
9-17 

21st 

Ascension Day 

7:30pm 
Acts 1: 
1-11 

Ephesians 1: 
15-23 

Luke 24: 
44-53 

24th 

The Seventh Sunday of Easter 

(Sunday after Ascension Day) 

Morning 
Acts 1: 

15-17, 21-26 
1 John 5: 

9-13 
John 17: 

6-19 

31st 

Pentecost 

Morning 
Acts 2: 
1-21 

Romans 8: 
22-27 

John 15: 6-27, 
16: 4-15 

7th Jun 

Trinity Sunday 

Morning 
Isaiah 6: 

1-8 
Romans 8: 

12-17 
John 3: 

1-17 
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Rotas for May 

 Servers S/Persons Intercessions 

3rd 

8:00am Geoff Armstrong Jim Haw  

10:00am 
Chris Halley 

Simon Marshall 
D Sonia Marshall 

10
th

 

8:00am Paul Boswall Ken Rimmer  

10:00am 
Simon Marshall 

John Sellars 
E Martin Fisher 

6:00pm John Sellars   

17
th

 

8:00am Geoff Armstrong Rita Gostick  

10:00am 
Simon Marshall 

Chris Halley 
F Bet Washbrooke 

21
st

 

Ascension Day 

7:30pm 
Chris Halley 

Simon Marshall 
 Sonia Marshall 

24
th

 

8:00am Geoff Armstrong Bet Washbrooke  

10:00am 
Paul Boswall 

Simon Marshall 
A John Marsh 

31
st

 

8:00am Paul Boswall Noreen Scattergood  

10:00am 
John Sellars 

Simon Marshall 
B Tony Masters 

7
th 

Jun 

8:00am Geoff Armstrong George Knowles  

10:00am 
Chris Halley 
Paul Boswall 

C Richard Gamman 

 

  Readers Bread 
& Wine   OT NT 

3
rd

 10:00am Liz Bridgeman Adrian Hallam 
Pat Feek 

Doris Warner 

10
th

 10:00am  John Worthington 
Cled & Ann 

Bennett 

17
th

 10:00am Richard Gamman Anne Smart 
Christine Masters 

Doris Bellairs 

21
st

 
Ascension Day 

7:30pm Niccy Fisher Tony Masters 
Peter & Val 

Wilde 

24
th

 10:00am John Marsh Trevor Harwood 
Christine Payne 
Ann Meekings 

31
st

 10:00am Simon Marshall Cled Bennett 
Dick & Anthea 

Wray 

7
th 

Jun 10:00am Liz Bridgeman Ann Bennett 
Bill & Margaret 

Flegg 
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Rotas for May (Continued) 

 Sunday Coffee Church Flowers 
Church 

Cleaning 
Brasses 

3
rd

 
Pat Feek 

Doris Warner 
Mr Bond  

Jean Shepherd 
Doris Bellairs 

10
th

 
Diana Templeton 
Johanna Jones 

PENTECOST CLF 
Bill & Margaret 

Flegg 
 

17
th

 
Liz Spratley 

Maureen Brown 
Janet Lill  

Marion Stevens 
Janet Lill 

24
th

 
John & Sue 

Marsh 
Carole Mills 

Liz Spratley 
Sandra Jones 

 

31
st

 
Bill & Margaret 

Flegg 
Sue Marsh   

7
th 

Jun 
Val Wilde 

Doris Bellairs 
Joan Dyke  

Christine Masters 
Doris Bellairs 

Registers for March 

 

Baptisms: We welcome into the Lordôs family 

8th Harriet Faye Lewis 

Funerals:  We commend to Godôs keeping 

2nd Elizabeth (Ena) Davis,  followed by cremation in Peterborough 
 

Carol and Hymn Corner 

Onward Christian Soldiers (continued) 

At the moment there is no evidence of an early meeting 
between Sabine Baring-Gould and Ben Preston between 
mid-May and August 1864. There does not seem to be any 
reason for one on a professional basis and SB-G certainly 
had precious little time for recreation. There is a much more 
important consideration to take into account. It would have 
been the height of folly for a comparatively young and 
unknown person in SB-G‟s situation to copy or plagiarise 
the work of Ben Preston or any other Yorkshire poet who 
had by now begun to establish a reputation, albeit local. He 

 

Ben Preston 
1819-1902 
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William Gladstone 

1809-1898 

would have risked his position, honour and above all his future in the church. 
Moreover SB-G was new to the area and keen to settle and establish himself 
in an unfamiliar community. An inspection of Ben Preston‟s work reveals 
nothing of a similar nature or metre but this modest, kindly and gifted man did 
not just write in the then fading Yorkshire dialect. (Many Yorkshire folk today 
find it difficult to understand the speech of their Victorian age). Examples are 
„Hymn for the New Year‟, „Thy Kingdom Come‟ and a lovely poem called „A 
Christmas Hymn‟. (It would be interesting to know if anyone has set this). It is 
an early poem „The Locomotive‟ which was published in the Bradford Argos 
that brought Preston some local fame. For the benefit of our railway fans this 
was written on the occasion of the opening of the Aire Valley line and the 
excitement of this is portrayed in the rhythm. There may be a touch of the 
influence of Byron in this poem c.f. „The Destruction of Sennacharib‟. 

The neigh of the dragon, a terrible cry, 
Wild piercing, and shrill, has gone up to the sky; 
He pants for the start, and he snorts in his ire, 
His life-blood is boiling, his heart is on fire. 
His might how terrific how regal his train 
A comet in harness he shoots o‟er the plain, 
Tho‟ wingless, he leaves even the eagle behind, 
He is strong as the torrent, as swift as the wind.  Etc 

In 1881 Ben Preston‟s poems were gathered from different sources and 
published. SB-G who had obviously become acquainted with Preston by now 
as he had written on the cover-: 

„Mr. Preston is no oddity but a very remarkable man whose poems 
deserve to be better known and more widely read than they are‟.   

At this time SB-G and his wife, Grace, herself a Horbury girl and who bore him 
no less than fifteen children had been living in Essex for ten years. They had 
left their last Yorkshire parish of Dalton where living conditions had been poor 

and had accepted the Crown Living at East Mersea 
through the offer made directly by Prime Minister Mr. 
William Gladstone. The P.M. had taken interest in SB-G‟s 
work „The Origin and Development of Religious Belief 
„which had begun as a reply to Darwin‟s „Origin of the 
Species‟.   By now Onward Christian Soldiers had 
become very popular but it had received a different tune 
through the enthusiasm of the editor of Church Hymns 
with Tunes, Arthur Sullivan, no less. In 1871 Sullivan 
wrote his stirring tune and together with the invention of 
the organette which recorded the Haydn tune on punch 

card and later the Sullivan tune the hymn became popular everywhere. 
Sullivan‟s tune instinctively captures the mood. The march like melody reflects 
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those men and women of Horbury on their travels 
around the villages on their feast day with the cross 
leading the way.  

It is a sad fact that in modern times people and 
especially some hymn book editors have completely 
misconstrued the meaning of these wonderful words. In 
hymns „Old and New‟ the rewritten words begin „Onward 
Christian Pilgrims‟. What is the point today of singing a 
march like tune, composed to epitomise a smart, 
uniformed and purposeful well disciplined group, to 
words which have the climax on the wrong note and depict a crowd of milling 
and confused individuals? Christian Soldiers marching as to war, hell‟s 
foundations and the Cross of Jesus are all correct in scripture in its allegorical 
context. SB-G refused every request to use the Hymn in a military context 
pointing out the scriptural imagery was the essence and that we are marching 
AS to war. Even in early days there were those who misconstrued the concept 
of OCS. Some hymnals omitted the fourth verse and the Bishop Bickersteth 
suggested altering „With the cross of Jesus‟ to „with our Lord and Master 
going on before‟. SB-G would not agree. Moody (of Moody and Sankey fame, 
or better, infamy) refused to give out the hymn. A certain bishop at the 
beginning of a service, which opened with OCS pointed to the cross and 
ordered it to be confined to the vestry, much to the chagrin of the crucifer and 
choir. There was just time for the choir-men to organise a counter-attack. At 
the end of each verse in very loud unison voices they sang-: 

„With the cross of Jesus 
Left behind the door!!‟  

Every account of SB-G portrays him as a caring, honest and thoroughly 
decent man. When he assumed his title of Squarson in Lew Trenchard, 
Devonshire, he had earned a great reputation overseas as well as in Britain. It 
was here that he collected two hundred folk songs and collaborated with Cecil 
Sharp. One of these, Widdicombe Fair is known by all. SB-G and others 
considered this collection to be his finest achievement but what is not widely 
known is that he would take some of the royalties he received around to the 
singers, some of whom lived in near poverty. He gave literary credit where it 
was due and was scrupulous in his dealings. Let us hope the bogey with 
regard to the authenticity of OCS can now be laid to rest once and for all. 

Philip Spratley 

 
Sir Arthur Sullivan 

1842-1900 
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Thank you to those who have sent in articles for Priory News. Contributions 
and suggestions are very welcome. Please let us have your prayers, poems, 
reminiscences and anything else you‟d like to share. 

 

 

Please note that the deadline for copy to be included in the June 

edition of Priory News is Wednesday 20th May. 

Cooking With Margaret 

Quick Orange-Lemon Chicken (Serves 2) 

Orange and lemon are wonderful flavours that chicken breasts readily absorb 
and blend with. This is a classic quick and easy meal, quite fulfilling as a main 
course with plain rice or salad. 

Ingredients 
 12oz (350g) boneless chicken breasts 

 1 tbs vegetable oil 

 2 tbs garlic, coarsely chopped 

 1 tsp ginger, finely chopped 

 2 tsp orange zest, finely grated 

 2 tsp lemon zest, finely grated 

 4 tbs orange juice 

 4 tbs lemon juice 

 1 tbs light soy sauce,  

 1 tbs sugar 

 1 tsp corn-flour mixed with 1 tsp water 

 1 tsp chilli bean sauce,  

 2 tsp sesame oil 

 3 tbs spring onions, coarsely chopped. 

Method 

1. Remove the skin from the chicken and cut the meat into long strips. 
Blanch the chicken for 30 seconds in a pot of boiling, salted water. Drain 
and set aside. 

2. Heat a frying pan until it is hot, then add the oil, garlic and ginger. Stir fry 
the mixture for 10 seconds and add the rest of the ingredients. Bring the 
mixture to a simmer, add the chicken and cook through. Serve at once. 
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Bishopõs Letter 

Going Glocal 

When the problem is global, the solution is local.  To save the world God 
became incarnate in a particular place at a particular time and within a 
particular community.  A global malfunction required a localised remedy – 
and it should not surprise us if God‟s plan for us and our salvation finds an 
echo in how we respond most effectively when global conditions threaten our 
security and well-being.  

So we recognise that environmental challenges on a global scale require 
locally focused changes in behaviour and lifestyle if they are to be met and 
overcome.  Likewise, failures in global economies force us to look again at 
our own local practices and priorities when it comes to how we manage our 
finances and invest for the future.  By the way, this is why I am supporting the 
case for a nationally owned Post Bank based on the Post Office network.  
This will enable local, human-scale banking to re-dress the imbalance caused 
by our over-reliance on international investment institutions.  A local solution 
to a global problem.  

And, of course, here we have the underlying rationale for our network of 
Church communities whether organised as Anglican Parishes or Methodist 
Circuits.  The poet George Herbert exclaimed:  

 Let all the World, in ev‟ry corner sing 
 Our God and King! 

Our calling to worship and serve God is part of a global vocation, yet it is in 
that part of God‟s world where we live and work that the true worship of God 
through word and deed is given full and effective expression. 

So at a time when we feel ourselves to be almost overwhelmed by crises on 
a global scale, we do well to learn again how God‟s Church, reflecting God‟s 
work of salvation through Jesus of Nazareth, transforms the lives of those 
who live locally so that the world may believe. 

+ John Lincoln 


