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   From the Vicarage 

 
 
 
Dear friends in Christ, 

 

I am writing this in the wake of the Patronal Festival, which has been one 
of the  highlights of the year so far.  Not only were we blessed with fine 
weather (despite the forecasts!), but there was a real sense of family 
about the church – along with a healthy number of new faces both at the 
church service in the morning and at the hog roast afterwards.  Bishop 
Nicholas, Bishop of Grantham, spoke to us about our patron saint – “a 
flawed and difficult man”.  Not perhaps the most obvious of qualities in a 
saint, but beautifully illustrative of the fact that God doesn’t wait until we 
are perfect to call us to follow Jesus, but loves us for our potential to grow 
and reflect that love back to him.  St James had about three years of close proximity to Jesus, and it 
transformed him:  now it is our turn to be transformed into the community of saints we are called to 
be.  I really felt that we were blessed with God’s presence, and that is a healthy base to work from.  
 

There are encouraging signs of growth in our midst, too.  Our proposed additional service structure is 
promising (see elsewhere in the magazine for details), our music ministry has a renewed vigour about 
it, there is the prospect of restarting the Men’s Breakfasts, and we have just received 
acknowledgement of our success in applying for a substantial grant from South Kesteven Council for 
repair work to the hall.  There is still more to be raised (at present we are roughly £16,000 short of the 
total required), but our new hall bookings manager Tony Gibbs is on the case.  We are also grateful to 
Lily Mae Home Care for sponsoring us.  Commercial sponsorship is a new deal for the Priory, but so far 
we have benefitted hugely, from the donated raffle prize at the Rose and Sweet Pea Show and the 
time given up to run the barbecue at the same event, to the advertising of our concerts in the local 
press.  We look forward to a creative partnership between the church and a family-centred business.  
It is an encouraging sign thatw e are beginning to improve our links with the community around us. 
 

You might think summer holidays are a time for winding down and relaxing, either at home or on 
holiday, but the momentum continues with a new group of people looking at the refurbishing of our 
church.  You might already have noticed a certain tidying up that has already made the building look 
more cared for.  There is more to come, so watch this space!  Maybe you might even want to get 
involved:  if so, have a word with one of the wardens or fabric committee.  
 

Getting involved is a key part of belonging in a church and exploring our discipleship.  But being too 
busy is one thing that often prevents us from focusing on God’s will for our lives.  As you enjoy the 
summer break, I wonder what God is calling you to do, and whether he might attract your attention in 
the weeks ahead? 
 

Have a great summer!         Rev'd  Sue  
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In this Month’s Priory News … 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Dear Friends, 
 
Caroline and I thought this was to be our swan 
song, or, rather, swan duet, but it seems it’s 
harder to give up editing Priory News than it is 
to give up chocolate!  Still, even if we don’t 
manage it until next month, I think you’ll agree 
that it’s time we found a better picture than 
the one above, particularly as the coffee went 
cold ages ago and now we have been joined on 
‘the team’ by Lindsey and Victoria - welcome to 
both! 
 
Priory News is usually a bit thin in August and 
this issue is no exception.  However, as we’ve 
always said, it’s quality not quantity which 
counts and we hope there will still be plenty to 
interest you in the following pages.  We do 
wish to apologise for the quality of the colour 
pages last month – unfortunately, everything which could possibly have gone wrong during 
the printing did, and at the time I was trying to demonstrate to Lindsey just how easy and 
straightforward  it is to print the magazine! 

John 

 

You tasted it at the Hog Roast.  Now try out for 
yourselves Margaret’s Watercress Potato Salad 
Bowl. 

Holiday time is here again!  The cover picture was 
taken in May when we visited Bottalack Mine in 
Cornwall – familiar as the setting for the BBC series, 
“Poldark”. 
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Thanks to those who have sent in articles for Priory News. Please keep them coming. 
Please note: pictures containing recognisable children must be accompanied by 
authorisation to publish from their parents or guardians. We will not publish the 
names of children pictured unless specifically requested to do so by their 
parents or guardians. 
John Worthington, Cranmore Farmhouse, DSJ - Tel: 343860      priorynews@dsj.org.uk 
Please let us have your contributions for the September issue of Priory News BEFORE 

the deadline of Monday August 21st. Thank you. 

mailto:priorynews@dsj.org.uk
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Reports, News & Dates For  Your Diary 
 

 Music at The Priory 2nd July 2017 
 

In the series Music at the Priory, the concert on 
2nd July saw a recital given by the flautist 
Catherine Handley together with pianist/organist 
Andrew Wilson-Dickson.  They presented a most 
imaginative, mixed and varied programme 
ranging from the baroque period up to the 
present day. 
 

In his introduction, John told us his first 
association with Catherine was at school in 
Harrogate, but he had only just met Andrew.  
Catherine and Andrew had both travelled from 

South Wales for the concert and would be returning afterwards. 
 

Their programme was entitled “Songs and Dances” and consisted of French and English 
music of these two genres.  There were three items of baroque music - a Siciliano by 
J.S.Bach, The Third Flute Suite by the French flautist and composer Hotteterre and a Suite 
by the Englishman John Stanley.  For these pieces, Andrew used the church organ instead of 
the piano.  This benefited the pieces very well since they would have originally used 
harpsichord accompaniment as the piano had yet to be invented. 
 

Music from the twentieth century saw music from Pierre Camus, Arnold Bax, Frances 
Poulenc and Kenneth Leighton.  Going on to this century, the printed programme finished 
with one of Andrew’s own compositions entitled Tango Passacaglia which is based on the 
famous Passacaglia by J.S.Bach. 
 

As an encore Catherine and Andrew played Faure’s beguiling Sicilienne Op 78. 
 

Throughout their programme, Catherine and Andrew demonstrated a deep sensitivity to 
the music as well as displaying their amazing precision and virtuosity.  It was an afternoon 
well spent. 

Terry Noble 

 Music for a While 
 

On Tuesday, 27th June we met at Cranmore Farmhouse for our first programme -  a mixed 
bag of styles and genres intended to suit all tastes.  I leave it to those present to say 
whether or not it was a success but if the music itself failed to satisfy, the following tea and 
cakes certainly seemed to be a success!  I am proposing that we should next meet on 
Thursday, September 14th, commencing at 2.30 pm.  Again the programme will include a 
wide variety of music which should have something for everyone.  Please be sure to let me 
know if you intend to come so that we know how many to cater for. 

John  
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 Results of the Service Survey 
 

As expected, the response to the survey about our Sunday services was very varied.  The 
outcome is that many people would like to have more services – but as there is only a slight 
majority, we cannot take it as a definitive, and a compromise has therefore been agreed by 
the PCC:  we will continue to operate a “mixed economy” at 10.00am as we have been 
doing, BUT baptisms will be offered AFTER the family service at 11.30 instead of as part of 
that service.  This will mean reworking the service, and the expectation is that if baptisms 
are done as stand-alone events, some attenders of the regular family service will stay on to 
welcome the new members of the church family by sharing coffee with them and 
participating in their services. 
 

In addition, we shall be trialling a new informal “Allsorts” service in the hall once a month 
on the 4th Sunday, when there is otherwise no provision for children’s worship.  The new 
Allsorts service will be at 09.00 and will target families in particular, although everyone will 
be welcome.  This new arrangement will come into effect in September, for a trial period of 
six months, after which it will be reviewed by the PCC. 
 

I would like to thank everyone who put work into thinking this project through, either by 
supplying your thoughts (enough material to occupy the Vision and Strategic Planning 
Committee for a good few months…!) or by analysing the data presented.  It is vital that we 
take proper account of everyone’s preferences, even though it would be an impossible task 
to fulfil every (sometimes contradictory) request.  I hope the new trial arrangement will 
prove not only acceptable but also helpful in enabling us to increase our outreach and 
enrich the church by gently increasing our diversity. 
 

Rev Sue 

 News from the Tower 
 

Our “Golf Circles” and raffle at the Rose and Sweet Pea Show were 
very successful.  We had three classes for the golf, namely, Children, 
Juniors and Adults.  The winning child scored 48, the junior score 
was 42 and the adults 57.  With all the classes, there was very keen 
competition with some returning three or four times if their score 
was beaten.  
 

The raffle as usual went very well, with our normal team working to 
attract customers. 

Mike 

 

 Music at the Priory : 6th August 
 

Please note that the concert planned for Sunday, 6th August has been postponed.  The new 
date and time will be published as soon as possible. The next concert in the series will be 
held on 3rd September when Simon Lumby will give an organ recital. 
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 Mission Matters  
 

Thank you all for coming to the Hog Roast. It was lovely to see so many people, some 
newcomers to our church activities, and children too.   Thanks must go to the Billyard 
family for the loan of the blow-up tunnel which proved to be a great success. From 
various comments during the afternoon, it was obvious that everyone enjoyed the band 
which was an addition this year. I hope you all agree that it was a very happy church 
family event.  Photographs will be in next month’s Priory News.  
 

A date for your diary Desert Island Discs on September 23rd  in the Priory Church Hall. 
There will be four interesting castaways, each choosing three pieces of music. All you 
will be be required to do is enjoy a ploughmans’ supper with dessert, and sit back and 
enjoy the music.  Tickets £6, in advance, from Mission Matters members. 
 

Please make a note also of December 2nd, when there will be a Christmas edition of the 
Music and Poetry event …….not to be missed! 

 

Victoria 

 

 Land of Hope & Glory 
 
The ”Last Night of the Proms” takes place this year on Saturday, 9th September, and we 
thought that we might celebrate it a little differently by suggesting you join us in our barn 
for eats and drinks from 6.30 pm before enjoying the programme on "the big screen".  Of 
course, we are limited for space so we shall have to limit numbers on a 'first-come-first-
served' basis so you are advised to book as early as possible.  Union Flags ('Jacks' in my day) 
and fancy hats are optional but we hope you will want to join us for an evening of music 
and fun.  We shall provide the eats but as there is no charge, please bring your own drinks. 

John 

 

 24-7 Prayer Room Reflections compiled by Kate Drewett   
 
During the week following Pentecost Sunday 50 people from all the churches in the 
Deepings signed up for an hour or more in the prayer room held in an upper room at the 
Open-Door Baptist Church.  A whole range of prayer materials was available to experiment 
with - candles, icons and prayer cards; assorted bibles, devotional books and even short 
stories to dip into; writing and art materials; music, collage ideas.  Comfy chairs and coffee 
or tea were also available.  In total 154 hours of unbroken prayer was offered during the 
week and many people who had initially signed up for just one hour came back for more 
during the week. 
 
There were many positive comments from those that experienced being alone with God in 
such a unique space which became more atmospheric and filled with artwork and prayer 
notes as the week went by. 
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“I found the prayer room a truly sacred space.  It opened new possibilities and horizons for 
me.” 
“Inspirational, peaceful, spiritual, joyful.” 
“Relaxing and inspiring.” 

“An opportunity for reflection and prayer” 
“When I first entered the prayer room 
there was so much to explore that an hour 
went by and I had just scratched the 
surface.  It was good to return for more 
during the week.” 
“I felt close to God to think and reflect on 
life and where I am being led.” 
“I didn’t know what to expect – I thought 

it might be a bit ‘alternative’.  In the end I found it to be a very rewarding experience” 
 
We owe Rev Sue a huge debt of gratitude for organizing the whole week, and for taking on 
many of the night hours.  Thank you. 

Kate 

 

Note:The Lincoln Diocesan Website has a fuller article by Sue on the 24-7 Prayer Room at: 
http://www.lincoln.anglican.org/news-events/news-archive/deepings-churches-together-
pray-together/ 
 

(Ctrl+Left Click from the online magazine will take you straight to this link.  Try it, it’s well worth a visit to 
read Sue’s account. Ed.) 
 

 News from Holy Chaos 
 

Holy Chaos toddler service met for the first 
time las t September with only a couple of 
families attending. Over the last 10 months 
several families have made Wednesday 
mornings at 9.30am a regular slot in the week 
and turn up to enjoy songs, exploring the 
church, a story, activity and refreshments.  
We now have 9 children coming each week 
with their parent/granny/carer. 
               Holy Chaos Story time in the children’s corner  
There will now be a break for the summer but we will be back in September for more fun 
activities. 

Kate 

 
 
  

http://www.lincoln.anglican.org/news-events/news-archive/deepings-churches-together-pray-together/
http://www.lincoln.anglican.org/news-events/news-archive/deepings-churches-together-pray-together/
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR AUGUST 2017 
 
1st Tuesday Lammas Day 
 
2nd Wednesday No Holy Chaos meetings during August 
   7:30 pm House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 
3rd Thursday 9:30 am  Holy Communion 
   10:30 am Home Communions 
 
4th Friday  Friday Knights will not be meeting during August 
   No Choir practices during August 
   7:30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 
5th Saturday Oswald, King of Northumbria, Martyr, 642 
 

6th SUNDAY THE TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD (Trinity 8)  

   10:00 am Summer Communion  
   (Please note: the concert advertised for today has been postponed) 
 
8th Tuesday Dominic, Priest, Founder of the Order of Preachers, 1221 
   2:00 pm  Communion Service at Braeburn Lodge 
 
9th Wednesday Mary Sumner, Founder of the Mothers’ Union, 1921 
   7:30 pm  House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 
10th Thursday Laurence, Deacon at Rome, Martyr, 258 
   9:30 am  Holy Communion 
 
11th Friday  Clare of Assisi, Founder of the Minoresses (Poor Clares), 1253  
   7:30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 

13th SUNDAY NINTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 14)  

   10:00 am Summer Communion 
 
15th Tuesday THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
 
16th Wednesday 7:30 pm  House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 
17th Thursday 9:30 am  Holy Communion 
 
19th Friday  7:30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
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20th SUNDAY TENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 15)  

   10:00 am Summer Communion 
 
22nd Tuesday 4.00 pm  Church Hall Trustees meeting 
 
23rd Wednesday 7:30 pm  House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 
24th Thursday BARTHOLOMEW THE APOSTLE 
   9:30am  Holy Communion 
 
25th Friday  7:30 pm   Ringers’ practice  
 

27th SUNDAY ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 16) 

   10:00 am Summer Communion 
 
28th Monday Augustine, Bishop of Hippo, Teacher, 430 
 
29th Tuesday The Beheading of John the Baptist 
 
30th Wednesday John Bunyan, Spiritual Writer, 1688 
   7:30 pm  House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
    
31st Thursday 9:30 am  Holy Communion    
 
September 2017 
 
1st Friday  5:30 pm Friday Knights 
   6:45 pm Choir practices resume 
   7:30 pm  Ringers’ practice 
 

3rd SUNDAY TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 17) 

   9:00 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   10:00 am Family Service with Holy Baptism 
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 Can We Make Things Better? 
 
On Monday 10th July a small group, led by our Churchwardens, Caroline and Nick, spent a 
fascinating hour at the church, trying to visualise it through the eyes of a first time visitor.  
The result was a list of some 20 ‘improvements’. Not the sort of major projects such as a 
proper servery area that we all would love but small, no cost measures to make the building 
more welcoming. 
 
A week later, on a decidedly warm evening, a group of 14 enthusiastic volunteers from all 
sections of the church family gathered to see what could be achieved in one evening.  As a 
result, over half the jobs on the list were completed and a start was made on several other 
longer term improvements. Have you spotted any of them? 
 
Thanks go to all those who worked so willingly and hard; plenty of sweat but no tears (even 
when a large splinter got stuck in someone’s finger!)  Thanks also to the many members of 
the congregation whose positive comments have been much appreciated. 
 
If you have ideas about things that you think would improve our church then please do 
approach Caroline or Nick.  It might already be on the ‘to do’ list but all ideas are most 
welcome. 
  

 

Cooking with Margaret 
Watercress Potato Salad Bowl 

Ingredients 
 
1lb small new potatoes unveiled 1 
Bunch of Watercress 
7oz Cherry Tomatoes halved 
2 Tbsp pumpkin seeds 
3 Tbsp low fat fromage frais 
1 Tbsp cider vinegar 
1 tsp soft light brown sugar 
salt and pepper. 
 

Method 
 

1 Cook the potatoes in lightly salted water 
         until just tender,then drain and leave to cool. 
2 Toss together the potatoes, watercress, tomatoes 
         and pumpkin seeds. 
Place the Fromage frais , vinegar, sugar, salt and 
         pepper in a screw topped jar shake well to mix 
Pour over the Salad just before serving.  
 
Serves 4 
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There is much to ponder in Rev Sue’s next letter of the 
alphabet and maybe we should all feel somewhat 
challenged by its content  Thank you, Sue. 
 
  

R is for …Relationships  
As a church we have a call to growth in three directions, that you might call the IOU of 
church growth – Inward, Outward and Upward! Inward refers to our personal spiritual 
depth and Upward to the quality of our relationship with God the Father, but Outward is all 
about our relationships within the community, the servanthood of the church.  I would 
suggest that the quality of Outward is determined much by the quality of the other two 
aspects.  If our personal relationship with God is superficial, we shall appear to be nothing 
more than a rather eccentric private club, of little interest to the community.  And if our 
focus within that personal relationship is only on the level of “Jesus is my best friend”, even 
if that is true, it misses out on the dynamic of God being our Creator, the “almighty, 
invisible God only wise” of our hymns.  So we need all three of the IOU relationships. 
 

So what are the characteristics of healthy Outward relationships?  Well, trust, for one. If we 
lead lives that are full of suspicion, we shall fail to notice the good qualities of those around 
us.  In a church, we ought to be able to trust the motives of our fellow worshippers without 
it having to be earned in any way.  Simply by being part of the church we are signing up to 
certain standards of behaviour:  so we do not lie, cheat, steal, or behave in underhand 
ways.  After all, we are real people, not a TV soap opera whose continuation depends 
entirely on negative qualities of relationships!  Our husbands, wives and family members 
don’t have to earn our trust, and neither should the church family. 
 

However, recognising that we are all fallible human beings, forgiveness is the second 
quality of a healthy relationship.  We can get things wrong and unintentionally cause hurt, 
but when we do so, that hurt can be healed by forgiveness and the readiness to make a 
fresh start.  (“How often should I forgive my brother – seven times?” “No,” said Jesus, “Not 
seven but seventy times seven”…!)  In fact, forgiveness is an essential element of humanity 
and key to our survival, because holding on to grudges poisons us and stunts our growth as 
individuals. 
 

I would also want to name laughter as an integral part of good relationships.  Laughter 
unites us and stops us from becoming either too big for our boots or too serious in our 
introspection.  The ability to laugh at oneself and the situation we are in is like having an 
escape valve that reduces pressure.  It might stop us from firing off that intemperate and 
hurtful email or making that comment which we will later regret. 
 

Trust, forgiveness, laughter…versus suspicion, grudge bearing and anger.  I know which set 
of values makes the more attractive community.  And judging from the relaxed enjoyment 
of recent events, so does the Priory Church.  Thank you, God, for making us in your image. 
 

Rev Sue 
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Saint of the Month: 
 

31st August St Aidan 
 
In the years after the withdrawal of the Romans from 
Britain Christianity was in danger of being displaced by 
paganism but in the sixth century the challenge was 

taken up on two fronts: in the south, the mission from Rome led by St Augustine and in the 
north from Iona under St Aidan. 
 
Aidan was a monk of Iona known for his strict way of life. St Oswald, king of Northumbria, 
who had spent his early life at Dalriada (Iona's outpost on mainland Scotland) vowed to 
bring Christianity back to the north of Britain.  In 634 when he became king he invited Iona 
so send a missionary and Aidan was ordained bishop in 635. Aidan chose Lindisfarne as his 
base (possibly because of its similarity to Iona, but also because it was close to the king's 
fortress at Bamburgh). 
 
From Lindisfarne Aidan went about teaching the people, building churches and founding 
schools. He was known for his care of the poor and helping to free those who had fallen 
into slavery. His foundation at Lindisfarne was to become famous for its production of the 
illuminated Lindisfarne Gospels. 
 
St Aidan died in 651 A.D., it is said that he passed away leaning against the wall of a church, 
fulfilling his missionary work until the end. Aidan, as a member of the Iona community, 
observed rituals and practices in accordance with the Celtic tradition. In 664 A.D. the Synod 
of Whitby found in favour of the Church of Rome and Aidan's successor, St Cuthbert, was 
happy to comply. 

Rev Sonia 

 

 Registers for June 
 
 

Baptisms: We welcome into the Lord’s Family: 
4th  Olivia Anaiah Button 
 
Weddings: We congratulate: 
17th  Nathan George & Tara Chappell 
 
Funerals:  We commend to God’s keeping: 
12th  Shirley Alice King 
13th  Paul Christopher Goodson 
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Readings and Readers for August 
 1st Reading 1st Reader 2nd Reading 2nd Reader Gospel 

6th 

TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD 

9:00 
am 

Daniel 7: 
9-10, 13-14 

Cled Bennett 
2 Peter 1: 

16-19 
Niccy Fisher 

Luke 9: 
28-36 

13th 

NINTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 14) 

10:00 
am 

Genesis 37: 
1-4, 12-28 

Barry 
Fisher 

Romans 10: 
5-15 

Jane 
Thompson 

Matthew 14: 
22-33 

20th 

TENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 15) 

10:00 
am 

Genesis 45: 
1-15 

Family 
Communion 

Romans 11: 
1-2a, 29-32 

TBA 
Matthew 15: 
[10-20] 21-28 

27th 

ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 16) 

10:00 
am 

Exodus 1: 
8- 2:10 

Doris 
Bellairs 

Romans 12: 
1-8 

John 
Worthington 

Matthew 16: 
13-20 

Sept 
3rd 

TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 17) 

9:00 
am 

Exodus 3: 
1-15 

Simon 
Marshall 

Romans 12: 
9-end 

Victoria 
Worthington 

Matthew 16: 
21-end 

 
Servers 

 9:00 am 10:00 am 
6th - Chris & Paul 

13th - Chris & Paul 

20th - Simon & John 
27th - Simon & John 

Sept 3rd Geoff Paul 
 
Sidesmen 

6th F Val Wilde, Doris Bellairs & Christine Masters 
13th A Jane Thompson and Adrian Hallam 

20th B Ann Meekings and Shelagh Fisher 

27th C Tim Hitchborn and Cled Bennett 
Sept 3rd D Trevor Harwood and Kim Hallam 

 
 
Intercessions 

 9:00 am 10:00 am 

6th Sue/Sonia TBA 
13th - Nick Drewett 

20th - Bet Washbrooke 

27th - Niccy Fisher 
Sept 3rd Sue/Sonia TBA 
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Bread and Wine                      Coffee 

6th Doris Bellairs & Christine Masters 

No coffee during August 
13th Christine Payne & Ann Meekings 

20th Dick & Anthea Wray 
27th John & Victoria Worthington 

Sept 3rd Niccy Fisher & Simon Marshall Jan & Tanwen Fisk 
 
 

Flowers  Cleaning Brasses  

6th Carole Mills Jul 31-Aug 13 - John & Linda Sellars 

13th Christine Masters - - - 

20th Doris Bellairs - - - 

27th Janet Lill - - - 

Sept 3rd Eileen Day - - - 
 

 

 On leaving Junior School by Freya Auffret 
 
 
  

 
 

Goodbye! 

 
We have done our SATs tests 
And we’ve all done our best 

So now we can enjoy 
The after SATS joy. 

Swimming, school trips and mountains of fun 
Now it’s time for the sports day run. 

Sprint, egg and spoon race and skipping, 
In the sack race, falling and tripping. 
Now that we’ve got past sports day, 

dump PE lessons it’s time to practice the leavers’ play. 
In school bags are scripts and songs for us to learn, 

Then into actors we have to turn. 
Now it’s the last day of school, 
Let’s celebrate, Year 6 ruled! 

Don’t be sad, no need to mourn, 
As in our hearts a Year 7 is born. 
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Letter from the Bishop 
 
 

 

In place of a bishop’s letter this month, the Diocese has 
requested that we print a letter from the Revd David Dadswell, 
Bishop’s Strategic Implementation Adviser and a member of 
Bishop Christopher’s immediate staff, introduces himself and 
his role in the diocese. 
 
Dear Friends 
 
The pea harvest has just started as I write this. Huge machinery is marching across the 
fields with great urgency to gather and freeze the precious crop, so it can appear fresh and 
tasty on our tables into the darkest winter months. Harvest is a strong image for us as 
Christians. We need to be out in the fields telling people about Jesus, healing people’s 
wounds, building lively communities where God’s kingdom of justice and love transforms 
lives for the better. 
 
It was a great joy and privilege for me when Bishop Christopher invited me to join his staff 
as a fellow worker in the harvest. The role he has asked me to fill is all about helping the 
diocese at all levels to deliver on its promises, particularly through the diocese’s strategy 
and the learning communities. I’ve come from 20 years as an organisational consultant and 
bring insights and skills about structures, systems, ways of working and culture that enable 
what we want to happen to come into reality. So far I’ve been astounded at the variety of 
imaginative things going on in the diocese, at the commitment to making a difference and 
at the ability of Lincolnshire people to talk for England! That last feature is great for 
someone new to this sort of job. I’ve been getting huge amounts of information and 
insights into what it’s like being the Church here – the challenges, the strengths, the history 
and the possibilities.  
 
Something I learned as a consultant is that you’re not the person who delivers the product. 
I hope that the work I will be doing with you will be useful and constructive, but it will only 
make sense if it helps you to be effective as an ambassador for Christ in your workplace, 
your community, your circle of friends, your place of education. 
 
I look forward to meeting more of you friendly folk of greater Lincolnshire, and I ask for 
your prayers for the work I and my colleagues are doing to support your Christian witness. 
 

Revd David Dadswell 


