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From the Vicar 
 
 

Soon after Helen and I started teaching, the then Secretary of State for 
Education, Kenneth Baker, introduced 5 days each year for the training 
of teachers.  These were inevitably referred to as ‘Baker Days’, which 
in turn was shortened by many teachers to ‘B-Days’ – on the premise 
that everyone knew what they were for, but no body knew how to use 
them! 
 

The same, perhaps, could be said for the season of Advent.  We all 
know what it is, but what on earth do we do with it? 
 

In general, our society seems to start to celebrate Christmas 
immediately after Hallowe’en.  Shops are cleared of pumpkins, 
skeletons and ghosts, and replaced immediately with Santas, reindeer 
and robins – and lots of combinations of chocolate and alcohol.  There 
might even be a crib or two, if you look carefully!  Meanwhile, the church tries to maintain that 
Advent is a period of penance, and Christmas doesn’t start until Christmas Eve – no flowers in the 
church, no Gloria or Halleluiahs in the service, and a more-solemn liturgy throughout… well, except 
for all the community carol services, Christingle and our service of Nine Lessons and Carols… Hmm!  
Perhaps we’d better think about this a bit more. 
 

Advent in this context gives us a very vivid understanding of the calling to be a Christian, and 
reflects the incarnational nature of Jesus – God among us.  There is an inherent tension that is all a 
part of living in God’s Kingdom.  The Kingdom is here… but is not yet.  We have a foretaste… but 
the best is to come.  We are waiting… yet it is among us now. 
 

Yes, there is a place for reflection and a time of penance.  Advent not only looks to the coming on 
that first Christmas Day, but also the Second Coming in power and judgement.  But there is a place 
too for having fun and joining the party, because it draws us into the greatest celebration of all – 
Emmanuel, God with us. 
 

And don’t forget – the church says that Christmas lasts until Candlemas, the 2nd February!  The 
celebration continues… 

Mark 

Priory Church events in Advent  (for Christmas events see page 15) 
 

Dec 1st 6.00 pm Advent Carol Service 
2nd 2.00 pm Women's Institute Carol Service 
4th 2.0 pm Linchfield Primary School Carol Service 
7th 7.0 pm St Peter's Singers 'On Christmas Night' Concert 

11th 6.00 pm DSJ Community Primary School Christmas Performance 
12th 2.30  & 7.30 pm Advent Book Club: (studying 'Phoebe' by Paula Gooder) 
14th 7.00 pm Music & Poetry Evening 
15th 3.00 pm Christingle Service 
15th 6.00 pm Blue Christmas Service 
22nd 6.00 pm Service of Nine Lessons and Carols 
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In this Month’s Priory News … 
 
 
 

Dear Readers, 
 
What a time to hold a General Election! – 
borrowing from Band Aid in 2014, “don’t 
they know it’s Advent?”  I must say, being a 
non-political kind of person, I am glad that 
living where we do we hardly ever see a 
canvasser or a brochure, which suits me fine!  
So, skirting around the 12th (although not 
forgetting our Advent Book Club on that 
day!) please have a good look at all the other 
events planned for this month, not least the 
Christingle Service, the Crib Service and the 
two Carol Services,  culminating in the ever 
powerful Midnight Mass leading us into 
Christmas itself. 
 
Along the way, however, don’t miss the 
pleasing return visit from the St Peter’s 
Singers under their conductor, Jeremy 
Jepson on the 7th and another ‘return’ on 
the 14th with the Music and Poetry Evening.  
We are also pleased that the two Junior 
Schools in our parish are to hold their Christmas celebrations in the Priory Church. 
 

John. 

 

This month we have two recipes for the price of 
one! The only proviso is that parents supervise 
whilst the children do the actual making of these 
rather yummy-sounding recipes! 

Our thanks to Dr Rachel Herron for the 
picture on the front cover which was taken 
somewhere in Durham a few years ago. 
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Thanks to those who have sent in articles for Priory News. Please keep them 
coming. Please note: pictures containing recognisable children must be 
accompanied by authorisation to publish from their parents or guardians. We 
will not publish the names of children pictured unless specifically requested to 
do so by their parents or guardians. 
John Worthington, Cranmore Farmhouse, DSJ - Tel: 343860      priorynews@dsj.org.uk 
Please let us have your contributions for the January issue of Priory News BEFORE 

the earlier deadline of Monday 16th December. Thank you. 

mailto:priorynews@dsj.org.uk
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Reports, News & Dates For Your Diary 
 

 Mission Matters 
 

Music & Poetry Evening 
 
December is upon us with all the extra events associated with the festive season.  We hope 
that amongst these the Music and Poetry Evening on December 14th will have been 
marked in your diary.  We can offer you varied entertainment including dance, singing, 
poems and much more, all provided by members of our church community and others who 
have volunteered or been cajoled into appearing!  There will be mulled wine and nibbles on 
arrival and interval refreshments, all for £5. 
 
Please come and support us.  Tickets are available from Mission Matters members.  We 
promise you a fun evening.  
 

Victoria 

 

 Church Ladies’ Fellowship 
 

There is a change to the programme for the Ladies Fellowship meeting on the 5th 
December.  Instead of the advertised event Pat Abel has kindly agreed to arrange a quiz on 
her antiques collection. 

Christine 

 

 

 

 News from The Tower 
 

Although we haven’t been able to ring on Sunday mornings during 
November due to operations and work commitments, we rang for 
Remembrance Sunday with help from some Glinton and Market 
Deeping ringers.   
 
On Saturday morning, the 23rd November, there was a meeting of the Southern Branch of 
Lincoln Diocesan Guild of Church Bell Ringers at both our Priory Church, Deeping St James, 
and at St Guthlac’s Church in Market Deeping.  A good few turned up for the occasion at 
both Churches.  

Mike 
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Registers for October 
 

Baptisms: We welcome into the Lord's Family: 
6th  Isla Terri Coupland 
 
Weddings: We congratulate: 
12th  William Osborne & Louise Thresher 
 
Funerals: We commend to God’s keeping: 
16th  Reginald Lewis Bagot (“Reg”)  

 

Cooking with Margaret 
Two recipes for children 

 
Ingredients 
 

Mars Bar Cake 
3 Standard Mars Bars 
75g Rice Crispies 
75g hard margarine 
75g chocolate 
 

Method 
 
Wash hands 
Chop Mars bars and melt with margarine in a medium 
pan over a gentle heat.  Mix thoroughly. 
Remove from heat, add rice crispies and mix well 
Press mixture into a swiss roll tin. 
Melt chocolate in a bowl over saucepan of hot water 
and when runny pour over the crispie mixture.  Leave 
in fridge to set before eating. 
 
 

Easy Strawberry Brulee 
 
12oz fresh strawberries 
7fl oz fresh double cream 
7fl oz low fat natural yogurt 
4tbsp Demerara sugar 

 
 
Slice strawberries into the base of an over proof dish. 
Whip cream until softly stiff, fold in the yogurt and 
spread over fruit. 
Chill for 2 hours. 
Sprinkle with sugar, place under a pre-heated grill until 
sugar melts and caramelises. 
Serve either hot or chilled. 
Serves 4, or makes 4 individual ramekin dishes 
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 Notes from the Organist   
 

As Christmas approaches and 
we move towards a new year 
spare a thought for some 
people who will be working 
especially hard over the next 
few weeks – your choir! Having 
worked for a few months with 

them, it’s a good time for me to thank all our choristers for 
their dedication this last six months. The quiet humility with which they go about 
their work belies a great deal of talent, hard work and enthusiasm.  
  

We are a diverse but cohesive team. Among us we have trained performers and 
learned musicians but they exhibit no prima donna-ish tendencies, working happily 
alongside members who have less formal training but who, Bilbo Baggins like, have 
more in them than they realise of themselves.  We meet every Friday to rehearse, so 
as to sing as well as possible on Sunday morning. As well as singing at the main 
Sunday services we are one of the few parish churches to offer a regular Choral 
Evensong – you don’t have to venture into Peterborough for this! 
 

Advent and Christmas are the highlight of the year for many church choirs, despite 
the cold nights and near constant coughs and colds. Here at St James we have carol 
services for both Advent and Christmas. The choir are preparing some very fine music 
which you won’t want to miss. January will bring a new year with new challenges and 
opportunities. There will again be a varied series of concerts, but this year we will be 
putting our own choir centre stage in one of the concerts. This will be an opportunity 
to celebrate the work of our own musicians, and a focal point for some fundraising 
and recruitment.  
 

Speaking of recruitment, we are always open to new choristers of various ages and 
abilities. Anybody from age 7 upwards who has enthusiasm and can sing in tune is a 
potential candidate. Naturally singers who can read music and are familiar with 
church services will find it easiest to fit in. But that does not exclude those who are 
less experienced but willing to learn. Please speak to me or the Vicar if you or 
someone you know is interested.  Keep warm and put the Christmas music on. I wish 
you all a happy Christmas and hope to see you at the Priory for our Christmas 
services. 

Chris 
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 Posada 
 

Originating in Hispanic countries to celebrate the 
nativity story, Posada is a period of time during Advent 
when figures from the nativity story travel around 
different households in the community and stay there 
for one night. 
 

Here at the Priory, to help us focus on the journey they 
made from Nazareth to Bethlehem ; knitted figures of Mary, Joseph and the donkey are 
passed around homes in the parish and brought back to church on Christmas Eve in time for 
the Crib Service.  
 

There is a sheet at the back of church to sign up to be a host for the night.  

Kate 

 

 Co-op Local Community Fund 
 

Back in March 2018 I made an application to the Co-op Local Community Fund for 
assistance for the Church Community Hall. Every time Co-op members shop there 1% of 
what they spend on selected own branded products and services goes to help local causes. 
The members are able to choose which local cause receives their 1%. 
 

Our Application was approved and the scheme for 2019 has just come to an end. I am 
delighted to tell you that the Hall has received a total of £1548.18 from the Community 
Fund. Many thanks to all those who chose the Church Community Hall as the cause to 
receive their support. All these extra bits of money have helped to fund all the 
improvements which have been carried out recently and to make it possible. 

Simon 

 
 

 Saint of the month : 4th December:  

John of Damascus c 675-749 A .D. 
 

John was born to a Christian family in Damascus.  His grandfather 
Mansur succeeded in obtaining favourable terms when the city was 
captured by the Muslims in 635 A.D., the city’s Christian 
administrators being taken on by its new rulers. 
 
John was educated by a Greek monk, Cosmos,whom the Muslims 
had taken prisoner.  This gave him the benefit of a classical  

 
(Continued on page 12) 
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR DECEMBER 2019 
 

1st SUNDAY ADVENT SUNDAY  

   (Common Worship Year A begins) 
   9.00 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   10.00 am First Sunday Praise with Communion 
   6.00 pm  Advent Carol Service 
 

2nd Monday 2.00 pm  Women’s Institute Carol Service 
 

3rd Tuesday 9.00 am  Deanery Clergy Chapter 
 

4th Wednesday John of Damascus, Monk, 749 
   9.30 am  Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   2.00 pm  Linchfield Primary School Carol Service 
   7.30 pm  PCC meeting preceded by Communion at 7.00 pm 
   7.30 pm  House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 

5th Thursday 9.30 am  Holy Communion (said) and Reflection 
   10.30 am Home Communions 
   7.30 pm  Church Ladies’ Fellowship: Quiz Night -Pat Able 
       (change of programme) 
 

6th Friday  Nicholas, Bishop of Myra, 326 
   5.30 pm  Friday Knights 
   6.45 pm  Choir Practice 
   7.30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 

7th Saturday Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, 397 
   7.00 pm  ‘On Christmas Night’: Concert by St Peter's Singers 
 

8th SUNDAY SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

   9.50 am  Junior Church    
   10.00 am Sung Eucharist with Prayers for Healing 
   11.30 am Baptisms of Theodore William Hansord & 
         Sophie Anne Hewitt 
 

10th Tuesday 12.00 noon Clergy Chapter Christmas meal 
 

11th Wednesday Ember Day 
   9.30 am  Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   6.00 pm  DSJ Community Primary School Concert 
   7.30 pm  House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 

12th Thursday 9.30 am  Holy Communion (said) and Reflection 
   2.30 & 7.30 pm   Advent Book Club at Cranmore Farmhouse 
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13th Friday  Lucy, Martyr at Syracuse, 304 
   5.30 pm  Friday Knights 
   6.45 pm  Choir Practice 
   7.30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 

14th Saturday John of the Cross, Poet, 1591; Ember Day 
   7.00 pm  Music & Poetry Evening in the Church Hall 
 

15th SUNDAY THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

   10.00 am Family Communion 
   12.00 noon Baptism of Oliver Russell 
   3.00 pm  Christingle Service 
   6.00 pm  ‘Blue Christmas’ Service 
 

18th Wednesday 9.30 am  Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   7.30 pm  House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 

19th Thursday 9.30 am  Holy Communion (said) and Reflection 
   7.30 pm  Church Ladies’ Fellowship: Party Night with Philip 
 

20th Friday  5.30 pm  Friday Knights 
   6.45 pm  Choir Practice 
   7.30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 

22nd SUNDAY FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

   10.00 am Sung Eucharist 
   6.00 pm  Service of Nine Lessons and Carols 
 

24th Tuesday CHRISTMAS EVE 
   4.00 pm  Crib Service 
   11.30 pm Midnight Mass 
 

25th Wednesday CHRISTMAS DAY 
   10.00 am Christmas  Communion with Friday Knights 
 

26th Thursday STEPHEN, DEACON, FIRST MARTYR 
   (No Holy Communion Service this week) 
 

27th Friday  JOHN, APOSTLE & EVANGELIST 
   (No Practices this week) 
 

28th Saturday THE HOLY INNOCENTS 
 

29th SUNDAY FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 

   10.00 am All Age Communion wit Friday Knights 
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 A Deep Faith 

 
Mum’s faith was strong and deep. It is reflected in her poetry and 
ran, like a golden thread, throughout her life. She often visited the 
housebound, welcomed strangers, gave encouragement and was 
never too busy to help others. 
 
Despite the last few years of Mum’s life being far from easy, her faith, gratitude and 
concern for other shone through. She had a warm sense of humour and enjoyed singing 
some of the good old songs: “There was I, waiting at the church” being one of her 
favourites. 
 
Many years ago Mum wrote a note about her funeral. She wanted a simple service – just 
family and a few friends: “After all, it’s no big deal passing from one life to another.” Her 
wishes were fulfilled early last September in a joyful celebration of her life. 
 
She has left us a rich legacy of poetry and recollections. 

Bet  

 
With all eternity to claim 

Never be afraid. 
The road to Heaven commences here 

And here the choice is made. 
Secure we tread, untouched by time, 

Though weak and poorly shod; 
And death is but another step 

Upon the road to God. 
 

Live each minute as it comes 
And not a second more. 

Forgive the past and let it go, 
Embrace the present, watch it grow. 
All future patters lie with God alone. 

 
Subtly on the fringes of my mind 
Intimations sweet of Thee I find. 

Knowledge that my life is in Your care; 
That the love of God is always there 

To catch my soul 
And help me understand 

His hold will never loosen on my hand. 

Betty Mates 
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 A Rather Special 
Tree 
 
Look out for this beautifully 

crafted plywood tree on display 

in the church during December. 

It has been gifted to us by the 

talented husband of one of 

the Priory News subscribers, a 

long-time resident of Deeping St 

James.  

 

Kate 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Saint of the Month   (Continued from page 7) 

 
education and fluency in several languages.  The protection of the city’s Muslim rulers 
enabled him to defend the use of sacred images at a time when they were being banned by 
the Byzantine court. 
 
John became a monk himself at the Bar Saba monastery situated between Jerusalem and 
the Dead Sea.  Here he wrote theological works, the most famous being the Fountain of 
Knowledge which contained a digest of the Christian faith and was very influential in the 
West in the Middle Ages.  However it is for his hymns ‘Come Ye faithful, raise the strain’ 
and ‘The day of resurrection, Earth tell it out abroad’ that he continues to be celebrated 
today. 
 
John died in 749 A.D., long recognised as a saint he was declared a doctor of the Church by 
Pope Leo XIII in 1890. 
 

Sonia 
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Servers 

 9:00am 10:00am 3:00pm 6:00pm 

1st Geoff Paul - Geoff 

8th - Chris & Simon - - 

15th - Nick & Chris John - 

22nd Simon & Chris- - - Geoff 

24th (midnight) Geoff, Simon & Nick 

25th - Paul & Nick - - 

29th - Simon & John - - 

Jan 5th Geoff Paul - - 

Readings and Readers for December 
 1st Reading 1st Reader 2nd Reading 

2nd 
Reader 

Gospel 

1st 

ADVENT SUNDAY 

9.00 
am 

Isaiah 2: 
1-5 

Simon 
Marshall 

Romans 13: 
11-end 

 Caroline 
Herron 

Matthew 24: 
36-44 

10.00 
am 

Matthew 24: 
36-44 

Matt Billyard First Sunday Praise with Communion 

8th 

SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT  

10.00 
am 

Isaiah 11: 
1-10 

Barry 
Fisher 

Romans 15: 
4-13 

Jo 
Astle 

Matthew 3: 
1-12 

15th 

THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

10.00 
am 

- - - - 
Matthew 11: 

2-11 

22nd 

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

10.00 
am 

Isaiah 7: 
10-16 

Vicky 
Billyard 

Romans 1: 
1-7 

Trevor 
Harwood 

Matthew 1: 
18-end 

24th 

CHRISTMAS EVE (Midnight Mass) 

11.30 
pm 

Isaiah 52: 
7-10 

Geoff 
Armstrong 

Hebrews 1: 
1-4 

Kate 
Drewett 

John 1: 
1-14 

25th 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

10.00 
am 

Isaiah 62: 
6-end 

Caroline 
Herron 

Titus 3: 
4-7 

Niccy 
Fisher 

Luke 2: 
8-20 

29th 

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 

10.00 
am 

Isaiah 63: 
7-9 

Roger 
Bridgeman 

Hebrews 2: 
10-end 

Liz 
Bridgeman 

Matthew 2: 
13-end 

Jan 
5th 

EPIPHANY  (The Second Sunday of Christmas) 

9.00 
am 

Isaiah 60: 
1-6 

John 
Worthington 

Ephesians 3: 
1-12 

Victoria 
Worthington 

Matthew 2: 
1-12 

10.00 
am 

Matthew 2: 
1-12 

Lisa 
Goodchild 

First Sunday Praise 
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Sidesmen 
December 1st: 10 o’clock C Tim Hitchbourn & Christine Masters 

1st: Carol Service 6 pm  James Forrester & Nick Drewett 

8th: 10 o’clock D Trevor Harwood & Kim Hallam 

15th: 10 o’clock E Juliet Mills, Margaret Flegg & James Forrester 

15th: Christingle 3 pm  TBA 

15th: Blue Christmas 6 pm  Kate  & Nick Drewett 

22nd: 10 o’clock F Val Wilde & Margaret Merchant 

22nd: Nine Lessons 6 pm  TBA 

24th: Crib Service 4pm  TBA 

24th: Midnight Mass 11.30 pm  TBA 

25th: 10 o’clock  TBA 

29th: 10 o’clock A Jane Thompson, Sandra Childs & Adrian Hallam 

January 5th: 10 o’clock B Liz Bridgeman, Chris Pearce & Ann Meekings 

 
Intercessions 

 9:00 am 10:00 am 

1st Mark Tony Masters 

8th - Jo Astle 

15th - Niccy Fisher 

22nd - Nick Drewett 

24th (Midnight) - Tony Masters 

25th - Jo Astle 

29th - Niccy Fisher 

January 5th Mark Nick Drewett 

 
Bread and Wine                      Coffee 

1st Simon & Sonia Marshall Johanna Jones & Jill Ironside 

8th John & Victoria worthington John & Victoria worthington 

15th Val Wilde & Margaret Merchant Val Wilde & Margaret Merchant 

22nd Tony & Christine Masters Tony & Christine Masters 

24th (midnight) Simon & Sonia Marshall - 

25th Chris Payne & Ann Meekings - 

29th Joy Cunningham & Carole Mills Ann Bennett & Penny Hebblewhite 

January 5th (9am) John & Victoria Worthington Val Wilde & Margaret Merchant 

 
Flowers         Cleaning 

1st Advent 
2nd – 15th Pat Feek 

8th Advent 

15th Advent 
16th – 29th Catharine Boswall 

22nd Advent 

25th Christmas Flowers 
30th – Jan 12th Jan & Tanwen Fisk 

29th TBA 
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Please note:  At this concert the St Peter's Singers will be launching their newly-released CD 
which features a delightful mix of carols old and new at a cost of £10.  A suitable Christmas 
present perhaps? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Priory Church events at Christmas (for events in Advent see page 1) 

Dec 24th 4.00 pm Crib Service 
24th 11.30 pm Midnight Mas 
25th 10.00 am Christmas Communion 
29th 10.00 am 5th Sunday Family Communion with Friday Knights 
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 Five ways to ‘get the best out of Christmas’ 
 
That time is nearly upon us, and it’ll creep up quickly. Here are five suggestions for making 
the best of our celebration of the birth of Jesus. 
 
1. Look forward 
It is so easy to see the very important concerns about food, cards, presents and parties 
overshadow the most important. Could you deliberately build in some time each day or 
each week during Advent to stop, calm yourself, and refocus? A Strange Christmas by Krish 
Kandiah is a great little book to help us prepare. 
 
2. Look around 
No doubt there will be some extra church activities going on over Christmas, but did you 
know that research has shown that 20% of people in Britain would be grateful for an 
opportunity to think about who Jesus is? We have so often believed the lie that no-one is 
interested in our faith. So, seek the seekers, and invite them to something. Who do you 
know who is likely to be keen to find out more? 
 
3. Look outwards 
Deuteronomy 26 contains the instructions for celebrating the Jewish Harvest Festival, but 
built into the chapter are encouragements to remember the foreigners, widows and 
orphans in the land in their celebrations. Is there anyone you might include in your 
festivities, who might otherwise go without? 
 
4. Look again 
Part of Christmas is the repetition of readings, prayers and carols that we have been using 
since ‘the year dot’. Could you address the familiarisation by choosing to think more deeply 
about the words we’re using? Ask the Holy Spirit to give you one new insight into the 
Christmas story this year, or take maybe just one line from a carol and let it dwell in your 
thoughts and prayers. 
 
5. Look up 
When all the presents are wrapped and the sprouts peeled, take some time to reconnect 
with the wonder of it all, which can so easily get lost among the mundane. The God of the 
Universe, the King of Kings and Lord above all Lords stepped down into our world in the 
shape of a newborn baby so that we might know God and share the eternity of heaven, 
feasting at his table! Wow! What a tragedy if we miss that! 
 
Words prepared by the diocesan Mission Team. Don’t forget to look out for #FollowTheStar, the ‘national 
Advent and Christmas campaign’ with accompanying resources offered by the Church of England. 

 


