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Letter 
from the Curate 

 

 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

2018 certainly ushered in some surprises and changes!  After 
saying goodbye to Rev’d Sue in April we were further sorry to 
bid Jeremy farewell for pastures new at the end of October and 
to Lisa Hughes ( who has been covering our First Sunday Praise 
Services) in December as she takes up a placement as part of her 
ordination training.  Doris Bellairs is, after fifteen years service, 
resigning as magazine distributor from January.  Also in January 
we say goodbye to Sue and John Marsh who are departing for 
Chichester, Sue having served as our PCC secretary and John as 
our Magazine Advertisements manager. The Holy Spirit certainly 
intervenes to shake up our routine existence from time to time! 
 

We have been grateful to all those who have rallied round and pitched in to help despite 
having heavy commitments themselves.  I am loath to mention individual names in case I 
unintentionally miss someone out.  During a vacancy extra responsibility falls on our 
churchwardens and PCC vice chair and they have risen admirably to the task while a 
combination of two choir members has ensured that, with the help of a rota of organists, 
our choir has been there to support worship each Sunday. 
 

Sadly both our parish and diocesan representatives were unable to appoint after 
interviewing candidates in November.  However it is important that the right person is 
chosen to lead our parish and we hope that will happen in the New Year.  Work has already 
begun to refurbish the Church Street Vicarage and further work to eradicate rot in the 
timbers of the Church Hall will proceed after Christmas / New Year festive bookings have 
ceased. 
 

In December Alice Wall, aged 101, a faithful member of this Church, passed to the greater 
light of heaven.  Although, through health problems, she was not able to attend services in 
recent years she received communion at home and prayed each night for this parish and its 
projects.  No doubt she will be continuing that support from above but I hope that you here 
below will all be encouraged by her example and commit all your concerns to the one who 
loves us and will carry us through changing times, Jesus Christ Our Lord. 
 

With every blessing for the New Year, 
 

Rev’d Sonia 
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In this Month’s Priory News … 
 
 

 
 
 

Dear All, 
 

Are you one of those people who each year 
make a new year's resolution?  I used to try it 
but gave up many years ago having met with 
continued failure!  As we are well into 
another vacancy, perhaps we should all 
resolve to pray more earnestly for our parish 
and its spiritual needs and particularly for 
God's guidance in finding a new vicar for 
Deeping St James. 
 

Since moving to Deeping over thirty years ago 
we have experienced no less than four 
vacancies at the Priory and have been 
encouraged by how members of the parish 
have rallied round to keep a sense of 
"business as usual".  As the new year begins, 
once again let us rally round, particularly 
giving what support we can to Rev Sonia as 
again the greatest burden falls upon her 
shoulders.  She, the churchwardens and the 
PCC need all the help and encouragement we can offer to continue to "keep the show on 
the road". 
 

It's all change at Priory News too - sadly we are losing John Marsh from the team as he and 
Sue will be moving away from DSJ.  Our thanks to John for all his photographs and literary 
contributions and for his work in managing the advertisements over many years.  Victoria 
will be taking over this rôle  from January (tel: 343860) - well, the adverts that is!   

John. 

 

Another welcome recipe from Margaret - this 
time ham with a difference. Mmm, I can 
almost smell it as I type! 

Our thanks to Chris Halley for his splendid 
picture of the magnificent Altar Frontal 
recently made by Penny Hebblewhite. 
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Thanks to those who have sent in articles for Priory News. Please keep them 
coming. Please note: pictures containing recognisable children must be 
accompanied by authorisation to publish from their parents or guardians. We 
will not publish the names of children pictured unless specifically requested to 
do so by their parents or guardians. 
John Worthington, Cranmore Farmhouse, DSJ - Tel: 343860      priorynews@dsj.org.uk 
Please let us have your contributions for the February issue of Priory News BEFORE 
the deadline of Monday 21st January. Thank you. 

mailto:priorynews@dsj.org.uk
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Reports, News & Dates For Your Diary 
 

 Mission Matters 
 

Music and Poetry Evening 
 
Unfortunately this event has had to be postponed yet again 'due to circumstances beyond 
our control', as is the phrase used to cover a multitude of reasons and excuses for delays.  
However the start of the repairs to the Church Hall have had to be postponed and it will not 
be ready for use until later than expected.  We shall be going ahead with the evening at a 
later date so please keep in mind that favourite poem, reading, sketch or song which you 
would be willing to perform when eventually we are able to stage this event. 
 

Soup and Sandwiches 
 
We still hope to hold the 'Soup and Sandwich ' lunches during Lent but again repairs to the 
hall will govern when we can start.  Please look out for further information on this. 
 

Third Sunday Speakers 
 
In January, February and March, on the third Sunday a speaker , representing a charity 
which Mission Matters has supported , will visit the Priory.  On  January 20th Rita Fowler 
has kindly agreed to come and speak during the sermon slot on 'Mustard Seed' a charity 
which she and her husband founded following a visit to Kenya .  In February there will be a 
talk given by a representative from the South Lincs Dementia group.  It will be interesting to 
hear about the work of the various charities and perhaps understand a bit more about how 
the money which were able to donate,  thanks to your support of our events, is being used. 
Victoria 
 

Victoria 

 

 
 

 Lighting the Spire 
 
As you know, we sometimes receive requests and donations for the church floodlights to be 
lit for a special occasion or in remembrance of a family member or friend.  Please speak to 
one of the churchwardens or to Rev Sonia if you are interested.  Alternatively, we hope to 
have forms at the back of church shortly on which you may make such a request. 
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 Thankyou from the "Flower Ladies" 
 

 
 
 

 The Parish Library 
 
The parish library has been refreshed with a new donation of books. Please take some time 
over coffee to look at the extended selection on offer. You are free to borrow any of them 
but do please make a note of your name and what you have borrowed in the exercise book 
provided. 
 

Rev Sonia 

 

 Peterborough Cathedral 900 Photographic Exhibition 
 
If you are in Peterborough between now and 5th February why not pop into the Visitor 
Centre at the Cathedral and see an exhibition of photographs of the Cathedral taken during 
its 900th Anniversary year? 
 
A competition attracted over 150 entries and 23 (including 2 by yours truly) have been 
chosen for display in the exhibition. 
 
If you visit before January 21st you will have the opportunity to vote for your favourite 
picture. 
 
More information can be found on the Cathedral web site. Enjoy the exhibition and why not 
take a free guided tour of the Cathedral whilst you are there? Tours leave at 11.30 and 2.00 
most days except Sundays. 
 

John Marsh 
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 Plough Lunch - Sunday 13th January 
 
This year's Plough Lunch will take place at 12 noon following the morning service.  Please 
note that admission is by ticket which must be purchased in advance:  £7 for adults; £4 for 
children under eleven. 

  

Cooking with Margaret 
 

Oriental Ham Casserole. 
Ingredients 
 
12oz cooked ham cut into chunks 
1 medium - sized onion thinly 
sliced into rings  
5 1/2oz tin of pineapple in natural 
juice 
1 large green pepper de-seeded 
and sliced into rings 
3 1/2 oz raisins 
1/2 pint pineapple juice 
4 tbsp vinegar 
3 1/2 light muscovado sugar 
1tbsp cornflour 
1/4 teaspoon salt freshly ground 
black pepper 
1tbsp soy sauce 
boiled rice to serve. 
 
 

Method 
 
1 Put ham into casserole dish 
2. Arrange the onion green pepper pineapple and 
raisins on  top of ham 
3 Heat the pineapple juice with vinegar 
4 Blend the sugar cornflour  salt and pepper together 
5 Pour a little of the hot juice into the blended paste 
and stir in 
6 Return the paste to the liquid in the saucepan and 
heat until thickens 
7 Add the soy sauce and pour the liquid into casserole.  
      Cook at Gas 6 electric oven 200© for 45 minutes 
8 Serve with boiled Rice  
 
Enjoy! 
 
Wishing every one A Happy New Year. Margaret. 
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 Saint of the Month: Charles Gore 1853-1932 
 
Charles Gore was born into an aristocratic Irish Family, his grandfather being the Earl of 

Arran.  Raised in the Low Church tradition, he was attracted by 
the richer ceremonies of the High Church, discovering the 
writings of the Oxford Movement.  After Harrow and Balliol 
College, Oxford, he lectured at Trinity, being ordained deacon in 
1876 and priest in 1878.  From 1880 to 1883 he was vice principal 
of Cuddesdon Theological College. 
 
When Pusey House was founded at Oxford Gore became its 
principal, training clergy.  Having dealt with ordinands’ doubts 
and difficulties he then set himself the task of reconciling religious 
and secular authority, publishing works on the apostolic 
succession and defending Anglican orders and sacraments.  He 

also helped to found the Christian Social Union.  In 1890 as editor of ‘Lux Mundi’ he related 
the Christian creed to modern scientific and historical knowledge and problems in politics 
and ethics.  In 1891 in the Brampton lectures he explained the human nature of Christ by 
means of the kenotic theory of the incarnation (Christ laying aside divine attributes to 
become human).  While at Pusey House he founded a fraternity of the Resurrection which 
in 1898 moved to Mirfield, becoming a training college for priests in 1903. 
 
In 1894 he became a canon of Westminster Abbey and in 1901 chaplain to Edward VII and 
later that year bishop of Worcester.  In 1905 part of the diocese of Worcester was 
separated to form a new bishopric of Birmingham, Gore becoming its first bishop.  In 1911 
he became bishop of Oxford and chancellor of the order of the Garter.  In 1917 he licensed 
21 women as lay readers, the first female Readers in the Church of England. 
 
He retired as bishop in 1919 and moved to London, still taking part in Church affairs as a 
curate licensed to St George’s, Hanover Square.  He died in 1932, asking that his body be 
cremated, a controversial decision at that time.  His ashes were interred at the college he 
had been instrumental in founding, Mirfield. 
 
 

Sonia 
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR JANUARY 2019 
 
1st Tuesday THE NAMING AND CIRCUMCISION OF JESUS 
 
3rd Thursday 9:30 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   10:30 am Home Communions 
   7:45 pm  Church Ladies' Fellowship: Judy Stevens 
 
4th Friday  (No Friday Knights this week) 
   6:45 pm Choir Practice 
   7:30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 

6th SUNDAY THE EPIPHANY 

   9:00 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   10:00 am First Sunday Praise 
   11:30 am Baptisms of Alexander & Erin Flint 
 
8th Tuesday 9:00 am  Deanery Clergy Chapter 
 
9th Wednesday 9:30 am Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   7:00 pm Holy Communion followed by PCC meeting at 7:30: 
     Cranmore Farmhouse 
   7:30 pm  House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 
10th Thursday 9:30 am  Holy Communion (said) 
 
11th Friday  5:30 pm Friday Knights 
   6:45 pm Choir Practice 
   7:30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 
12th Saturday Aelred of Hexham, Abbot of Rievaulx, 1167 
 

13th SUNDAY EPIPHANY 2  PLOUGH SUNDAY  

   10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
   6:00 pm  Choral Evensong 
 
16th Wednesday 9:30 am Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   7:30 pm House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 
17th Thursday Antony of Egypt, Hermit, Abbot, 356  also  
 Charles Gore, Bishop, Founder of the Community of the Resurrection, 1932 
   9:30 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   7:45 pm  Church Ladies' Fellowship: Shaw's Coaches 
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18th Friday  Week of Prayer for Christian Unity begins 
           5:30 pm Friday Knights 
   6:45 pm Choir Practice 
   7:30 pm  Ringers’ practice 
 
19th Saturday Wulfstan, Bishop of Worcester, 1095 
 

20th SUNDAY EPIPHANY 3 

   10:00 am Holy Communion (sung) 
 
21st Monday Agnes, Child Martyr at Rome, 304 
 
23rd Wednesday 9:30 am Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   7:30 pm House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 
24th Thursday Francis de Sales, Bishop of Geneva, Teacher, 1622 
   9:30 am Holy Communion (said) 
 
25th Friday  THE CONVERSION OF PAUL 
          5:30 pm Friday Knights 
   6:45 pm Choir Practice 
   7:30 pm  Ringers’ practice 
 
26th Saturday Timothy & Titus, Companions of Paul 
 

27th SUNDAY EPIPHANY 4 

   10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
 
28th Monday Thomas Aquinas, Priest, Philosopher, Teacher, 1274 
 
30th Wednesday Charles, King and Martyr, 1649 
   9:30 am Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   7:30 pm House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 
31st Thursday 9:30 am  Holy Communion (said) 
 
February 2019 
 
1st Friday  5:30 pm Friday Knights 
   6:45 pm Choir Practice 
   7:30 pm  Ringers’ practice 
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Readings and Readers for January 
 1st Reading 1st Reader 2nd Reading 2nd Reader Gospel 

6th 

THE EPIPHANY 

9:00 
am 

Isaiah 60: 
1-6 

Cled 
Bennett 

Ephesians 3: 
1-12 

Simon 
Marshall 

Matthew 2: 
1-12 

10:00 
am 

Matthew 2: 
1-12 

Jo 
Astle 

First Sunday Praise 

13th 

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY  (Plough Sunday) 

10:00 
am 

Genesis: 
8:20-9:3 

Joy 
Cunningham 

1 Corinthians 
9:6-14 

Roger 
Bridgeman 

Mark 7: 
24-29 

20th 

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY 

10:00 
am 

Isaiah 62: 
1-5 

T.B.A. 
1 Corinthians 

12: 
1-11 

T.B.A. 
John 2: 

1-11 

27th 

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY 

10:00 
am 

Nehemiah 8: 
1-3,5-6,8-10 

Liz 
Bridgeman 

1 Corinthians 
12: 

12-31 

John 
Worthington 

Luke 4: 
14-21 

Feb 
3rd 

THE PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE (CANDLEMAS) 

9:00 
am 

Malachi 3: 
1-5 

Ann 
Bennett 

Hebrews 2: 
14-end 

Doris 
Bellairs 

Luke 2: 
22-40 

10:00 
am 

Luke 2: 
22-40 

Vicki 
Billyard 

First Sunday Praise 

 
 
Servers 

 9:00am 10:00am 6:00pm 

6th Geoff Paul  - 

13th - John & Nick - 
20th - Simon & Chris - 

27th - Nick & John - 
Feb 3rd Geoff Paul John 

 
 
Sidesmen 

6th D Trevor Harwood & Kim Hallam 

13th E Juliet Mills & Margaret Flegg 
20th F Val Wilde & Doris Bellairs 

27th A Jane Thompson & Adrian Hallam 
Feb 3rd B Ann Meekings & Liz Bridgeman 
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Intercessions 

 9:00 am 10:00 am 
6th Revd Sonia Jo Astle 

13th - Niccy Fisher 
20th - Nick Drewett 

27th - Bet Washbrooke 

Feb 3rd Revd Sonia T.B.A. 
 

Bread and Wine                      Coffee 

6th Caroline Herron & Simon Marshall Jan & Tanwen Fisk 

13th Carole Mills & Joy Cunningham Val Wilde & Doris Bellairs 
20th Caroline Herron & Linda Sellars Ann Bennett & Penny Hebblewhite 

27th Doris Bellairs & Christine Masters Margaret Flegg 
Feb 3rd John and Victoria Worthington Johanna Jones & Jill Ironside 

 

Flowers         Cleaning 

6th Christmas Flowers 
Jan 7th - 20th Jan & Tanwen Fisk 

13th Eileen Day 

20th Christine Masters 
Jan 21st - Feb 3rd John & Linda Sellars 

27th Margaret Flegg 

Feb 3rd Joan Dyke Feb 4th - 17th 
Josie Waghorn & 
Joy Cunningham 

 
 
 
  

If you would like to advertise in 
Priory News please contact Victoria 

Worthington on 343860 or the Editor at 
priorynews@dsj.org.uk 
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 Church Coffee Morning November 2018 
 

The kettles are boiling hot drinks for the making 

Margaret’s been baking cheese scones, can’t think when 

The keen are arriving ahead of the others 

Did nobody tell them we open at ten? 
 

Doris the greeter, a very warm welcome 

She also ensures all the dues have been paid 

Mince pies and shortbread await to be eaten 

It soon will be Christmas again, I’m dismayed! 
 

More people arriving, sixteen to the dozen 

They’re choosing the tables to sit with their friends 

The more that can make it the better we like it 

And any success on your presence depends. 
 

To those who’ve not made it we think of you also 

Whatever the reason that kept you away 

Another engagement or somewhere to visit? 

If you’re sick or infirm then for you we will pray. 
 

The helpers are serving hot drinks to the tables, 

Rosemary, Jane and we can’t forget Ann 

People start asking “Can we have a refill?” 

The answer, of course, is “For certain you can.” 
 

And back in the kitchen they’re frantically working 

To ply you with drinks be it coffee or tea 

Washing the plates and the mugs you’ve been using 

They are tucked out of sight, you’re unable to see! 
 

Pat’s on the raffle with prizes aplenty 

All you need do is buy tickets and hope 

With so many prizes laid out on the table 

There are plenty of chances, there’s plenty of scope 
 

The noise in the hall has now reached a crescendo 

Much news to pass on, stories meant to impress 

With everyone talking the noise they are making 

Surely proves that the morning has been a success! 
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The chocolate tombola, a regular feature 

Three for a pound, get a five or a nought 

John, for the last time, is selling the tickets 

The better your chance the more tickets you bought! 
 

Jams, cakes and chutneys are there for the buying 

Greetings cards too for your kith and your kin 

Not just for Christmas, the cards each distinctive 

Lovingly made by both Jean and by Lynn. 
 

The raffle, soon drawing, the hat full of tickets 

“I never win anything, just wait and see” 

The numbers are coming, the prizes collected 

That number repeated “Is that really me?” 
 

The draw for the tickets you got with your entry 

Is just as enticing, the punters are keen 

To see what who’s winning, the thing that you wanted 

“I said I won’t win it, you know what I mean!” 
 

So, it’s thanks all for coming we hope you enjoyed it 

In another three months hope you’re here the next time 

It is all for good causes the money you’re spending 

It’s your generous gifts which have prompted this rhyme! 
 

John Marsh 

 
John and Sue Marsh will be moving to Chichester in mid-January 2019 and wish the coffee 
group and all at Priory Church Every Good Wish for the future in these uncertain times. 
 

…oh! And by the way, the coffee morning raised a commendable £285 for good causes.  
 
 

 A ‘thank you’ to Penny Hebblewhite and Linda Sellars  
 
Chris’s photograph on the front cover of this month’s Priory News is beautiful but it can’t 
do justice to the frontal on the altar cloth in the Lady Chapel which has been worked  by 
Penny.  The design is vivid and  eye catching, but you need to view it closely to appreciate  
the detailed stitching used on the dove and the beautiful gold outlining.  Thanks too should 
go to Linda for making the altar cloth.   
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The completed cloth represents hours of work and we should be grateful that we have such 
talent in our congregation, and people who are willing to give so generously of both their 
time and talents.  
 

Victoria 

 
 

 Vicarage Viewpoint 

 
(It is always interesting to browse through old parish magazines – I was eleven when this 
one appeared!  The following is an extract from “News” – the Parish Magazine for January 
1956 and was written by the then Vicar, Urien Evans, whom some of you will remember. The 
“new look” referred to in the first sentence probaly refers to the Altar having been moved 
back to the East window from its earlier position in front of the screen, as shown on the 
front cover of the previous January’s magazine.  Please see next page for photographs.) 

 
 “How do you like our “new look”?  If you don’t you mustn’t let it 

bother you.  We shall probably change it again next year.  To be 

static is to become stagnant.  Change pportrays progress.  Religion 

needs needs revival in all iots rôles.  The Church must move with 

the times.  This is the only periodical published in the village.  We 

want it to be a mirror of our country life, reflecting our daily doings 

as the river reflects the view when we stand back and look down 

over the parapet of the bridge.  We want it to be a bridge between 

man and God.  Your life is important.  You make the news.  We 

print it. 

 

We have lived to see the year of our Lord one thousand nine 

hundred and fifty six.  May it be a happy one for each of us.  

Happiness is the most sought after commodity in life.  It cannot be 

bought in a carton or paid for in cash.  Because folk consciously 

seek fot it, they mostly miss it.  It is most often found as a by-product of servicew for 

others.  Your happiness is our concern.  And we find from experience tha the happiest 

persons are those who have overcome four individual vices.  These vices are common 

and current.  To some degree we all possess them.  They can be overcome by replacing 

them by Christian virtues.  The four devils that turn happiness to misery are (1) hate, (2) 

possessiveness, (3) jealousy and envy, (4) self-pity.  The world is full of folk whose 

lives revolve around these four sicknesses of the mind.  That’s why the world is so 

miserable.  So if you want our wish for ‘Happy New Year’ to come true for you, get to 

work at once on those particular passions that possess you.” 

 

(I think we should be somewhat taken aback if Rev Sonia were to address us in this manner 
today in her ‘Letter from the Curate’! Devils indeed . . .!) 
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The picture on 

the left is taken 
from the cover 

of the 1955 
Parish 

Magazine and 
shows the 

screen which 
used to cut 
across the 

Sanctuary with 
the Altar in 

front (actually 
very nearly in 

its present 
position.) 

 
 
 
 
The picture on the right, from the 
January 1956 magazine, shows the 
screen removed and the Altar placed 
under the east window at the far end of 
the Sanctuary.  Since then there has 
been further re-ordering of the 
Sanctuary with the Altar having been 
moved forward again to its present 
position.  Note that in those days the 
Priory Church was in the Ness Deanery  
but about ten years ago we joined the 
Deanery of Elloe West. 
 
The present organ had not yet been 
installed.  It was installed in the early 
seventies by T &  L Jubb & Sons of 
Gainsborough and served the church 
well for over thirty years. It was 
overhauled and partially rebuilt in 2004 
by Henry Groves & Son of Nottingham. 
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As we have not received a Bishop's Letter this month, we publish below one from January 
1960.  As you will see from the monthly calendar, the 18th January is the beginning of the 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.  Note that the 'British Council of Churches' mentioned 
towards the end of the piece has been re-named 'Churches Together in England' and can be 
accessed at https://www.cte.org.uk/Groups/42314/Home.aspx   Additionally, the resource, 
"Only Justice" for 2019 may be obtained from https://ctbi.org.uk/week-of-prayer-for-
christian-unity-resources 
 
 
 
 


