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From the Curate 
  
 
 

 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
The last few weeks have been particularly difficult ones for the 
country leading to a hung parliament and no clear sense of 
direction about the way ahead. There has been further turmoil 
from the terrible tragedies of terrorism and the horrendous 
disaster of the Grenfell Tower fire. The situation has if anything 
been exacerbated by political point scoring and wrangling in the 
aftermath of these tragedies. 
 
What a welcome relief it was then to see in contrast how well our 
annual Fête and Rose and Sweet Pea Show came together on the 
day. We have a wealth of talent in the Church and it was enlightening to see again how 
quickly the various stalls and exhibitions appeared on the day. There was lively music and 
displays in the hall gardens while the church was a haven of peace with spiritually inspiring 
music and a quiet corner for prayer in the chapel. The Teddies Parachute Jump from the 
tower made a spectacular ending to an entertaining afternoon. It was surprising too how 
quickly stalls were cleared away and hall and church returned to normality. 
 
The whole event is only made possible by committed people putting aside any differences 
and working together. As Rev'd Sue said in her sermon the next day commitment is 
something the Lord requires of all his followers. It is not an easy choice...life today offers so 
many other temptations and distractions...but it is one that Christ's disciples must put into 
practice every day of their lives. May his Spirit uphold you as you continue to live out your 
faith in challenging situations. 
 
With every blessing, 
 

Rev'd Sonia 
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In this Month’s Priory News … 
 

 
Dear Friends 
 

We’ve relented!   
We are now proposing to do a separate issue of 
Priory News for August as, for one thing, you 
would have otherwise had to wait for the The 
Sign for August until September.  The other news 
is that we are working on a new ‘team’ to take 
over from September rather than just having two 
co-editors, so it looks as though you may not 
have seen the last of us!  It will also give us the 
chance to get rid of the 2011 picture above so 
that you can see how much we’ve aged since 
taking it on in that year!  The good news is that 
we think we have found someone to share the 
task of printing which, although not a particularly 
difficult job, is rather time-consuming. 
 
The Rose and Sweet Pea Show this year was a 
great success and we were fortunate that the 
weather remained dry throughout the 
preparations, the event itself and the clearing 
up operation later. As well as providing the 
photograph of the parachuting teddy bear, 
Chris Halley has written a personal view of the Show as a whole.  We hope you enjoy the 
photographs taken at the Show and we should like to thank our photographers, John 
Marsh, Chris Halley and Sarah Pullan. 
 

John 

 

Margaret has an uncanny way of choosing recipes 
which sound and taste so appealing, doesn’t she?  
This month’s mushroom croustades recipe is just 
another example of one not to be missed. 

Our thanks to Sarah Pullan for the photograph on the 
front cover of her daughter, Erin who, is Rose Queen 
for the year 2017-18. 
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Thanks to those who have sent in articles for Priory News. Please keep them coming. 
Please note: pictures containing recognisable children must be accompanied by 
authorisation to publish from their parents or guardians. We will not publish the 
names of children pictured unless specifically requested to do so by their 
parents or guardians. 
John Worthington, Cranmore Farmhouse, DSJ - Tel: 343860      priorynews@dsj.org.uk 
Please let us have your contributions for the August issue of Priory News BEFORE the 
deadline of Friday July 21st. Thank you. 

mailto:priorynews@dsj.org.uk
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Reports and News 
 

 The Rose and Sweet Pea Show 2017 
 

I will not bore you with the weeks of preparation for the show but I will mention one 
dramatic incident.  I always check for low branches before the show to try to avoid 
accidents.  There was a low hanging very big branch on the giant sequoia.  While 
trying to tackle this on my own, the whole branch about the size of a small tree came 
crashing down, knocking me to the ground.  Fortunately I got away with a scratch on 
my arm and a few bruises. 
 

The setting up for the show on the day starts very early.  There were some ladies 
who will remain nameless, out at 8am selecting the best tables for their stalls. T hat 
was before I had finished breakfast! 
 

Firstly, the ring is set up and our splendid 1948 benches creaked upright and 
arranged around the ring.  Various groups of non regulars are directed to their 
positions like the wheel of fortune and the parish council.  The red bins could not be 
found so council bins had to be hurriedly pressed into use. 
 

In the church, exhibits were arriving and being arranged on the boards.  A new 
judge arrived and Niccy Fisher, John Marsh and I recorded her decisions and gave 
out 1st, 2nd and 3rd tickets.  We compiled a list of winners and totalled up the 
aggregate prizes.  Then we let in the public to view the exhibition. 
 

I missed the crowning of the Rose Queen and only managed to catch the Junior 
Priory Players performance.  This was performed flawlessly and had plenty of 
audience participation very quickly. 
 

All areas of the fete in the garden looked to be doing good business.  The tombola 
had a lot of quality prizes.  The plant stall and the bric a brac were well stocked.  As 
always the barbeque, the tea and cakes and the beer tent were very busy. 
 

This all contributed to a total raised on the day of £3100. 
 

The teddy bear parachute drop went slightly awry when most of the teddies landed 
on the church roof but it added to the hilarity of the affair. 
 

The raffle was drawn, with no luck for yours truly, and all the prizes were awarded. 
 

As the vicar says there are too many people to thank because so many people give 
so much time and effort to this great day in the life of Deeping St James.  Equally 
there is too much activity for one person to see it all so I have had to give you my 
experience of the day. 

Chris Halley 
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 Rose & Sweet Pea – Trophy Winners 2017 
 

Flower Cup    Carole Mills 
Flower Fruit & Vegetable Cup Carole Mills 
Rose Platter    Juliette Mills 
The Sweet Pea Plate   Linda Elliott 
Tankard Classes 18-26  Carole Mills 
Welsh Memorial Cup  no award made 
Wine Trophy    Linda Elliott 
Gordon Crowson Award  Victoria Worthington 
 

CHILDREN’S COMPETITIONS 
 

Minecraft Image    James Goodchild 
Poem of Favourite Place  Izzy Rock Jerran 
Character of our Fuit/Veg  Erin Fisk 
Decorated Biscuits   Erin Fisk 
Teddy Parachute Drop: 
  Best Dressed  Hartley Ross 
  Best Design  Jessica Rock Jerran 
  Longest Drop Time Hartley Ross  

 
 
 

 Raffle Prize Winners 
 

Mark Cunningham, Liz Farndon, Nancy Titman, Louise Jinks, Kate Patchett, Jenny Crowson, 
Doris Bellairs, Jo Stock, Jane Thomson, Danny Knight, Bill Armstrong, Pauline Brooksbank, 
Mary Simmonds, Mark Rosser, Mrs Price, Mrs Bridgeman, Jo Astle, Mrs Bloom, Doris 
Bellairs, Geoff Armstrong, John Sellars, Josie Knight, Karen Morgan. 
 

We should like to express our gratitude to all individuals and businesses who generously 
donated Raffle Prizes – they are too numerous to list here. 
 

We should also like to say thank you also to those who judged the individual classes, all 
who organised, set up and manned the stalls and provided cakes, plants, books, toys and 
other items for sale.  Finally, we wish to thank Ted and Tanwen Fisk who masterminded the 
whole event and put in so much time and energy to ensure an enjoyable afternoon. 
 

The total figure raised for church funds from this year’s show after expenses was £3113.78. 
 

John  

 

 Music at The Priory 4th June 2017 
The June concert in the series was given by the Fenland Consort, who presented a very 
varied and entertaining programme, featuring music from the 18th Century to the 21st, 
which was compered and led by Terry Noble.  From the Baroque era we heard sonatas for 
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flute and violin by Handel and W.F. Bach (eldest son of the great J.S.), and a violin sonata by 
Albinoni, all with cello and harpsichord:  though they all conformed to the standard model 
of alternating slow and fast movements, these pieces showed what a variety of styles and 
moods such composers could muster within that same framework.  The Largo movement of 
the Handel was particularly lovely. 
 

A trio for two flutes and cello by Haydn, 
showing his characteristic melodic gift 
and wit, was the offering from the 
Classical period, with John Hollins taking 
a break from the keyboard to play the 
flute instead.  He was also on the 
programme as the composer of two 
pieces, a tongue in cheek Danse MacJazz 
(an irreverent take on Saint-Saëns’ Danse 
Macabre) and an attractive Folk Song 
Suite, both of which involved the whole 
ensemble.  Brian Stout, a former regular 

member of the Consort, also featured as composer, of the ebullient, Sousa-style Kellett 
Gate March, and as arranger of the Waltz from Shostakovich’s Jazz Suite No. 2, in both of 
which he played a part for glockenspiel.  There were two contrasting sets of pieces for 
violin, cello and piano: Peter Martin’s Three Dances were amusing pastiche pieces, the 
ending of the final Cake Walk raising a laugh from both audience and players, while the 
Short Trio on Irish Tunes by Alec Rowley was a beautiful demonstration of the skill and 
artistry of this unfairly neglected early 20th Century composer. 

 

All in all the Fenland Consort impressed the 
audience with their musicianship and their relaxed 
manner, and gave us a very enjoyable afternoon. 
 

Charles Paterson 

 Some exciting news of Emily 
Boswall 
 

It doesn’t seem very long since Emily was 
regularly sitting in a pew with her parents at our 
Sunday morning services.  You may have noticed, 
however, that she is less often with us these days 
because she is currently in her second year at The 

School of Ballet Theatre UK, working towards an HND in Classical Ballet. This year has been 
an exciting year for Emily, culminating in her being part of the company's national tour with 
their production of ‘Giselle’.  
 

You will be delighted to hear that Emily recently won a choreography competition for a 
dance in reaction to suppression of artistic and individual freedom across the Middle East.  
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We understand that Emily’s choice of subject was inspired by her brother Jacob’s recent 
visits to the Middle East and the film which he shot whilst there. 
 

Many congratulations, Emily! 

The Editors 

 
 
 

 Friday Knights’ Den Day 
 

On Friday 16th June our 'Friday Knights' 
Youth Group took part in Den Day. This 
event was established and set up by the 
charity 'Save the Children', founded after 
the First World, it the charity is nearly 
100 years old. The concept of Den Day 
however, is relatively new and the charity 
are always seeking ways to improve the 
idea and raise its profile to gain national 
interest and widely spread participation.  
 

Our plan was simple - provide two hours of stimulating Forest Education activity in a 
public space, which involved making and testing some homemade dens. Most of the 
materials used were natural, such as hazel branches from the wood. Many also 
brought along additional rope and tarpaulins. After a break of hot dogs and the 

 

Cooking with Margaret 

Mushroom Croustades 
Ingredients 
 
Serves 2-4  
 
1 small French stick 
2 tsp olive oil 
9 oz open cup mushrooms 
      quartered 
2 tsp Worcestershire sauce. 
2 tsp lemon Juice 
2 tbsp skimmed milk. 
2 tbsp snipped fresh Chives 
    salt and pepper 

Method 
 

1.Pre heat the oven to 200c/400F Gas 6 
Cut the French Stick in half lengthways & scoop out the 
soft middle leaving a thick border all the way round 
2. Brush with oil place on baking sheet and bake for 6 
to 8 minutes until golden and crisp.  
3. Place the Mushrooms in a small Saucepan with 
Worcestershire Sauce, lemon juice and milk 
Simmer for about 5minutes until most of the liquid is 
evaporated.  
4 Remove from the heat , then add chives and 
seasonings 
Spoon into Croustades and serve hot .garnish with 
snipped chives. 
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toasting of a few marsh mellows, the group got down to testing whether they were 
waterproof, much to everyone's delight on such a warm evening. Some of the dens 
weren't that waterproof after all - so it turned out. 
 

Overall this sponsored event has raised over £150 that will now be collected and 
sent to 'Save the Children' who will put the funds towards sheltering young people  
 

across some of the poorest areas of the world, providing support to the most 
vulnerable where is it is most needed. 
 

We would like to thank both Liz Blackler (local forest educationalist) and the DSJ 
Parish Council for enabling use to have such a great time in a safe and fun manner. 
 

Friday Knights Youth Group 

 

 To all the members of the congregation – a ‘Thankyou’ 
 
Thank you all very much for the retirement present which came today (June 27th).  It is a 
most generous gesture and I am very grateful. 
 
Liz and I have not decided on what to spend it. It will probably have to be the Bahamas as 
there is not quite enough for Australia! 
 
I shall be deputising now and again and it will be a privilege and pleasure to continue to 
serve you all 

Philip Spratley 

 

 Dates For Your Diary 
 

 Mission Matters Festival Weekend - July 22nd and 23rd  
 
Arts and Crafts Event – July 22nd 
 
We will be serving coffee and light lunches in the Church Hall and Garden on July 
22nd.  Be sure to visit the art and craft displays.  

 

Hog Roast – July 23rd at 12 noon 
 
The hog roast is now growing closer. Please remember to book your tickets and 
come and enjoy Willowbrook Farm roast pork with all the trimmings, or we have a 
vegetarian option.  This will be followed by scrumptious puddings.  There will be 
music from the Moonlighters (Dixieland Jazz Band).  Tickets available from 01778 
343860 (£7.50 for adults and £3.00 for children). 

Victoria 
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR JULY 2017 

 

1st Saturday Ember Day 
   1:00 pm Wedding of Thomas Simpson and Mary-Jane Coles 
 

2nd SUNDAY THIRD SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 8)  

   9:00 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   10:00 am Family Service and baptism of Emily Rose Meredith Davies 
 

3rd Monday THOMAS THE APOSTLE 
 

5th Wednesday 9:30 am  Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   7:30 pm  House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 

6th Thursday 9:30 am  Holy Communion 
   10:30 am Home Communions 
   7:45 pm  Church Ladies’ Fellowship: Strawberry Supper 
 

7th Friday  5:30 pm  Friday Knights  
   6:45 pm  Choir practice 
   7:30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 

9th SUNDAY FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 9)  

   9:50 am  Children’s Church 
   10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
 

11th Tuesday Benedict, Abbot of Monte Cassino, Father of Western Monasticism, 550 
   9:00 am  Deanery Chapter: Outing 
   2:00 pm  Communion Service at Braeburn Lodge 
 

12th Wednesday 9:30 am  Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   6:00 pm  Diocesan Synod at Doddington Hall 
   7:30 pm  House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 

13th Thursday 9:30 am  Holy Communion 
 

14th Friday  John Keble, Priest, Tractarian, Poet, 1866 
   5:30 pm  Friday Knights 
   6:45 pm  Choir practice 
   7:30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 

15th Saturday Swithun, Bishop of Winchester, 862  
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16th SUNDAY FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 10)  

   10:00 am Family Communion 
 

18th Tuesday 7:30 pm   Vision & Strategic Planning Committee: Vicarage 
 
19th Wednesday 9:30 am  Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   7:30 pm  House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
   7:30 pm  PCC meeting (preceded by Holy Communion): Hall 
 

20th Thursday 9:30am  Holy Communion 
   7:45 pm  Church Ladies’ Fellowship: Closing Service and Supper 
 

21st Friday  5:30 pm  Friday Knights 
   6:45 pm  Choir practice 
   7:30 pm   Ringers’ practice  
 

22nd Saturday MARY MAGDALENE 
   Mission Matters Art & Craft Weekend 
   2:30 pm  Wedding of Sean David Eaves and Danielle Harper 
 

23rd SUNDAY PATRONAL FESTIVAL (SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY) 

   10:00 am Festal Eucharist with +Nicholas 
   12:00 noon Hog Roast followed by ‘Songs of Praise’ 2:30 pm 
 

25th Tuesday JAMES THE APOSTLE 
 

26th Wednesday Anne & Joachim, Parents of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
   7:30 pm  House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 

27th Thursday 9:30 am  Holy Communion    
 

28th Friday  5:30 pm Friday Knights 
   No Choir practices until September 
   7:30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 

29th Saturday Mary, Martha & Lazarus, Companions of Our Lord 
   12:00 noon Wedding of Thomas James Scott & Gemma Roberts 
 

30th SUNDAY SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 12) 

   10:00 am Family Eucharist with baptism of Chrissie Layla Meadows 
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(I must say I thought ‘Q’ might be a problem for our 
series, but as usual Rev Sue has come up with another 
interesting and informative contribution for this month.  
Thank you, Sue – Ed.) 
 
  

Q is for … Quelle 
 
If you read the gospels carefully, you will soon see that although they are all different in 
emphasis, there are some portions of Matthew and Luke that are identical to each other.  
Much of this material is apparently copied from the Gospel of St Mark, but other passages 
which are identical don’t appear in Mark at all.  
 
Today we have both Matthew and Luke in Greek, but Matthew would originally have been 
written in Aramaic or Hebrew. Did Luke copy his gospel from Matthew? Some have 
concluded that this is possible, but others have pointed out that if so there would have 
been differences in the style of Greek between Luke and Matthew. And since some of the 
passages are identical, it is proposed that Matthew and Luke shared a common reference 
source, other than Mark. This other source has been named simply Q. Q stands for Quelle, 
the German word for source, and nobody has ever found the original document, assuming 
it even exists.  
 
Arguing for the existence of Q presupposes that the gospels were written in a particular 
order: Mark, then Matthew, then Luke. The latter two certainly used Mark extensively but 
in this theory also needed Q for the passages which they have in common but which don’t 
appear in Mark. However, the sequence of the gospels has not always been seen this way: 
according to the testimony of Eusebius, an early church writer, Matthew was the first 
Gospel to have been composed. Eusebius relates that Matthew wrote down his Gospel as 
he was about to leave the land of Palestine. His account was largely drawn from his own 
experience as a disciple of Christ. Clement of Alexandria says that Mark based his Gospel on 
the reminiscence of Peter, while Luke testifies that his work was drawn from a number of 
sources (Luke 1:1-4).  
 
There is good reason to question the theory that Matthew and Luke used "Q" in the Gospel 
of Mark as sources. First, no such Document Q has ever been found. Second, there is no 
agreement of exactly what sayings should be in "Q." Third, there is no historical testimony 
for the existence of a Q-type document by any historian or writer. And fourth, the weight of 
historical evidence does not point to Mark as being the first Gospel written, which is 
imperative for this theory. Nevertheless, biblical scholarship has been enriched by the 
possibility of Q’s existence, a sort of literary Holy Grail for scholars to seek. And one day 
they just might find it, as more and more ancient texts keep being discovered! 

 

Rev Sue 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%201.1-4
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Saint of the Month: 
20th July: St Margaret of Antioch 

 

She's patron saint of the Houses of Parliament parish church and 
also of Braceborough in our own deanery of Ness, one of the 
'fourteen holy helpers' of the medieval Church, and one whose 
voices spoke to Joan of Arc, but unfortunately there is very little 
positive evidence of St Margaret's existence. 
 

The Golden Legend, a thirteenth century collection of the lives of 
the saints, says that in the reign of Diocletian she was born to a 
pagan priest but became converted to Christianity.  She refused an 
offer of marriage from the prefect Olybrius, preferring to remain a 
virgin.  Being denounced she was subjected to various ordeals 
after which she was beheaded. 
 

During her sufferings St Margaret was said to have been swallowed 
by Satan in the form of a dragon;  the cross she carried caused the 

dragon to release her (even the Golden Legend cautioned against this being taken seriously).  
The dragon episode caused Margaret to be the patron of women in childbirth (one of the 
fourteen saints invoked for particular afflictions, these also included St Apollonia who was 
invoked in cases of toothache!).  St Margaret's emblem is unsurprisingly a dragon.  It is 
believed that crusaders returning from the Holy Land spread her cult in the west. 
 

The Roman Church suppressed the veneration of St Margaret in 1969 though she is still 
remembered in Anglican churches.  We are on much safer ground with St Margaret of Scotland 
(16th November), a pious lady whose daughter Matilda married Henry I of England and 
through whom she became ancestress of our royal family.  I will tell you more about her on 
another occasion. 

Rev Sonia 

My Candles 
 

Reflecting on the candles in the inspirational prayer room that Sue 
created in June, I recalled how, early this year, candles helped me at a 
very difficult time. These weren’t candles you could light, although 
they certainly lightened my load. You see, I had the idea of thinking of 
everyone who was supportive and kind to me as a candle. Not being 
artistic, I just wrote down their names, or what they’d done, under 
the heading above. 
 

From my close family and friends the concept grew and grew, 
eventually reaching over forty candles. Some were those I’d known 
for a long time, like a student who’d kept in touch with me for seven 
years. Others were chance encounters, like the stranger whose warm smile lifted my spirits. As 
my candles grew, so did my sense of being cared for. I felt very blessed. I hope you might find 
this idea enlightening and perhaps helpful too. 

Bet Washbrooke. 
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Readings and Readers for July 
 1st Reading 1st Reader 2nd Reading 2nd Reader Gospel 

July 
2nd 

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

9:00 
am 

Genesis 22: 
1-14 

Caroline Herron 
Romans 6: 

12-end 
Ann Bennett 

Matthew 10: 
40-end 

9th 

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

10:00 
am 

Genesis 24: 
34-38,42-49,48-end 

Joy 
Cunningham 

Romans 7: 
15-25a 

Charles 
Paterson 

Matthew 11: 
16-19, 25-end 

16th 

FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

10:00 
am 

Genesis 25: 
19-end 

Family 
Communion 

Romans 8: 
1-11 

TBA 
Matthew 13: 

1-9, 18-23 

23rd 

ST. JAMES (transferred from 25th) (Sixth Sunday After Trinity) 

10:00 
am 

Acts 11: 
27 – 12:2 

Liz 
Spratley 

2 Corinthians 4: 
7-15  

Jo Astle 
Matthew 20: 

20-28 

30th 

SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

10:00 
am 

Genesis 29: 
15-28 

TBA 
Romans 8: 

26-end 
TBA 

Matthew 13: 
31-33,44-52 

Aug 
6th 

TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD 

 
Daniel 7: 
9-10, 13-14 

Cled Bennett 
2 Peter 1: 

16-19 
Niccy Fisher 

Luke 9: 
28-36 

 

Rotas for July 

 
Servers 

 9:00 am 10:00 am 

2nd Geoff Chris 

9th - John & Paul 

16th - Simon & Nick 

23rd - John & Simon 

30th - Chris & Nick 

Aug 6th Geoff Paul 

 
Sidesmen 

2nd A Jane Thompson and Adrian Hallam 

9th B Ann Meekings and Shelagh Fisher 
16th C Tim Hitchborn and Cled Bennett 

23rd D Trevor Harwood and Kim Hallam 
30th E Juliet Mills, Margaret Flegg & Liz Bridgeman 

August 6th F Val Wilde, Doris Bellairs & Christine Masters 
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Intercessions 

 9:00 am 10:00 am 

2nd Sue/Sonia TBA 
9th - Jo Astle 

16th - Bet Washbrooke 

23rd - Niccy Fisher 
30th - Tony Masters 

Aug 6th Sue/Sonia TBA 
 
 
Bread and Wine                      Coffee 

2nd Niccy Fisher & Simon Marshall John & Sue Marsh 

9th Dick & Anthea Wray Ann Bennett & Penny Hebblewhite 
16th Carole Mills & Joy Cunningham Val Wilde & Doris Bellairs 

23rd Pat Feek & Doris Warner Jan & Tanwen Fisk 
30th Ann & Cled Bennett Margaret Flegg 

Aug 6th Doris Bellairs & Christine Masters No coffee 
 
 
 

Flowers  Cleaning Brasses  

2nd Carole Mills 3rd – 16th - 
Pat Feek and Doris 

Warner 

9th Sue Marsh - 10th 
Christine Masters and 

Doris Bellairs 

16th Ann Taylor 17th – 30th - Catharine Boswall 

23rd 
Pauline 

Brooksbanks 
- - - 

30th Carole Mills 
July 31st-Aug 

13th 
- John and Linda Sellars 

Aug 6th Carole Mills - - - 
 

 

 

 Registers for May 
 
 

Baptisms: We welcome into the Lord’s Family: 
 
7th  Albert Ronald King 
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Letter from the Bishop 
of Grimsby 

 
 
 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
‘We are convinced that England will never be converted until 
the laity use the opportunities for evangelism daily offered by 
their various professions, crafts and occupations… this being 
so, the Christian laity should be recognised as the priesthood 
of the Church in the working world, and as the Church militant 
in action in the mission fields of politics, industry and 
commerce’.  So said the 1946 report, Towards the Conversion 
of England, commissioned by Archbishop William Temple.  
Seventy years later, and a more recent report, Setting God’s 
People Free, debated at General Synod earlier this year, 
makes exactly the same point, and asks for what it calls two major culture changes 
in the way we think about being and doing Church. 
 
‘Until, together, we find a way to form and equip lay people to follow Jesus 
confidently in every sphere of life in ways that demonstrate the Gospel we will never 
set God’s people free to evangelise the nation,’ says the report.  ‘Until laity and 
clergy are convinced, based on their baptismal mutuality, that they are equal in 
worth and status, complementary in gifting and vocation, mutually accountable in 
discipleship and equal partners in mission, we will never form communities that can 
evangelise the nation’. 
 
It is a report that reminds us that as Christians we are not just redeemed ‘from’ 
something, but ‘for’ something as well.  Each one of us is called to play our part in 
bringing about the transformation of our world and of lives as we share what we 
know of Jesus in all the different places God sends us to.  We gather together on a 
Sunday to be sent scattered into the world as Church the other six days of the week.  
It is an exciting vision of what the Church has always been called to be, but maybe 
one we have not always lived out.  The challenge for us as a diocese is how we do 
that now, to move from just words in a report, to actions that make a difference.  
Seventy years has been a long time to wait! 
 

+ David Grimsby 
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