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Letter 
from the Curate 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
Owing to the demands of printing, as I write there are still a couple 
of days to the Rose and Sweet Pea Show.  The weather is changing 
for the better and there is every prospect of a good day to be 
had...we shall let you have a full report next month!  Many beyond 
our regular congregation look on the Priory as their spiritual home 
and we look forward to welcoming friends old and new at our 
summer events. 
 
Our patronal festival, which we keep on the nearest Sunday (21st July this year), is also only 
three weeks away.  It is incredible to think that on 25th July the Priory will be 880 years old!  
We’ll soon be having to give thought to our next centenary celebrations.  The Church has 
continued to remain at the centre of village life by a continual process of gradually adapting 
to change with the Spirit’s guidance ...and long may it do so. 
 
In August we begin a new phase in the life of the Church with the institution and induction 
of Mark Williams as our vicar.  The Church of England’s system of choosing may seem long- 
winded and secretive to some but at least we do not have the hype and controversy of 
political leadership appointments!  It will be good to welcome Mark and Helen, and for our 
newly refurbished vicarage to be occupied once more.  Mark is no stranger to Deeping St 
James having spent happy holidays as a child here with relatives.  Mark and Helen are likely 
to be moving in towards the end of July but please remember Mark’s appointment begins 
with his induction on 7th August and they will need time before that to settle in before 
launching on parish business. 
 
With every blessing, 

Rev’d Sonia 
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In this Month’s Priory News … 
 
 

 
 
 

Dear Readers, 
 

It is Friday 28th June - the day before the 
Rose and Sweet Pea Show and the sun is 
shining brightly with the met office promising 
the same only hotter for tomorrow! (I hope 
they got it right!) 
 

We have much to celebrate this month: apart 
from the Show, we have a new Organist and 
Musical Director, the new carpet is finished, 
we celebrate St James's Day, we have our 
annual Hog Roast to look forward to and it 
won't be long before we have a new Vicar! 
 

We've crammed as much as we can into this 
month's magazine but we really should like to 
hear from you, our readers - are we getting it 
right and do you have any new ideas for new 
columns which we might introduce in the 
Autumn?  We really should like to hear from 
you.  Also, if you visit our website, do you find 
it easy to use and does it have the 
information you want?  Please let me know - 
as I progress with my learning of HTML and CSS I know it needs considerable re-writing so 
now would be a good time to make it more 'user-friendly'. Oh, and I apologise for the 
missing index to pages last month.  We had, shall we say,  'issues' with the computer. 

John. 

A seasonal recipe from Margaret this month 
- aren't gooseberries just the thing for a 
crumble - or is it  'a man thing'! 

Our thanks to Chris Halley for the lovely 
picture of honeysuckle on the front cover. 
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Thanks to those who have sent in articles for Priory News. Please keep them 
coming. Please note: pictures containing recognisable children must be 
accompanied by authorisation to publish from their parents or guardians. We 
will not publish the names of children pictured unless specifically requested to 
do so by their parents or guardians. 
John Worthington, Cranmore Farmhouse, DSJ - Tel: 343860      priorynews@dsj.org.uk 
Please let us have your contributions for the August issue of Priory News BEFORE 

the deadline of Friday 19th July. Thank you. 

mailto:priorynews@dsj.org.uk
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Reports, News & Dates For Your Diary 
 

 Mission Matters 
 
 

Thanks to everyone who kindly donated to the children's tombola for the Rose & Sweet Pea 
Show. During the year we have made several appeals for money, for your support at our 
events and for tombola items. You have been unfailing in your generosity and we do 
appreciate your support.  
 

 Annual Hog Roast following Sunday Service - July 21st (Tickets soon)  
 
Just a reminder that this event is getting closer and we hope that there will be as large a 
crowd as last year. Please buy your tickets as soon as possible (from any Mission Matters 
member, or tel. 01778 343860) and encourage relatives, friends and neighbours to come 
and join us for our celebration. (See advert on page 20 for details of ticket prices.) 
 

 Concert by The Greenwood Quire - September 29th 
  
The Greenwood Quire will be will be paying a return visit to our Church on Sunday 29th 
September at 3.00pm. Please make a note in your diary. This group of West Gallery 
musicians present a very varied and entertaining programme of music, as it once was heard 
in our church. 

 Victoria  

 Church Ladies’ Fellowship 
 
We have an Afternoon Tea on St James Day 25th July from 3-00 pm 4-30 organized by 
Church Ladies’ Fellowship. 

Margaret 

 

 Being Carpeted!   
 

On Saturday 22nd June John King, carpet fitter extraordinaire of 
Hereward Carpets, fitted the new blue carpet the whole length 
of the Sanctuary and completed the carpet runners on the 
South Aisle pews.  This completed our 2 year project to replace 
the carpets and increase the comfort of the congregation.  
Judging by the many positive comments on the next day, the 
work has been extremely well received.  Our thanks go to John 
and everyone else who worked on or contributed to the project. 

 

Philip and Jo 
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 Notes From Our New Organist 
 

I write from a very sunny Scotland, with commiserations for the 
awful weather I hear you are having in Lincolnshire! 
 
I'm looking forward to joining you as your new Director of Music on 
my return.  Plans for music at the Priory will be taking shape over 
coming weeks, but the immediate plan is of course for a smooth 
transition during July, before the choir summer recess and the 
arrival of a new Vicar in August.  Meanwhile, for the curious 
amongst you, a short, potted history of myself. 
 
I grew up in Barton-upon-Humber where I sang in the choir at St. 
Mary's - treble, alto, tenor and bass albeit not at the same time.  My father was, and indeed 
still is the organist of that church, and the availability of the organ thus afforded started a 
long relationship with the instrument. 
 
I studied music at Durham University, and for two of those years was Organ Scholar at 
Ripon Cathedral.  Subsequently I was Organ Scholar and then Director of Music at St. 
Oswald's, Durham; where the hymnodist J.B. Dykes and professor of music Arthur 
Hutchings were Vicar and Organist respectively.  Their music is already known here at the 
Priory! 
 
I took a year out to gain a teaching qualification at University of Cumbria in Lancaster 
following which I was appointed to Halifax Minster, a role Initially linked with a local church 
school.  Halifax Parish Church had recently gained its 'Minster' status and permitted 
opportunities to perform on radio and television, and to lead the choir on tour to Aachen 
and Cologne despite being built upon fundamentally parish church level resources.  
 
Three years ago life took a different direction.  I moved to Stamford with my wife Rachel, 
and have been working for Turners training lorry drivers.  Not quite as strange as it sounds, 
as cars and driving have always been among my other interests.  
 
I have kept going with the music partly by making recordings on the 'Hauptwerk' computer-
organ I have at home.  This might be a subject for a future article as it's quite interesting!  
You can, if you wish, find my recordings for free at  www.contrebombarde.com - search for 
ChristopherBrown (all one word).  My particular interests are in the music of J.S. Bach, and of 
19th century French and English composition. 
 
I'm looking forward to playing the fine organ at the Priory, leading the choir, and 
encouraging the rich musical life you already have within the church.  In due course I will be 
looking to supplement my activities by offering piano, organ and music theory lessons.  If 
you or someone you know is interested do get in touch. 

Christopher 

http://www.contrebombarde.com/
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 Saint of the month : 30th July :  
Thomas Clarkson (1760-1846).  

 

A visit to Wisbech has much to recommend itself:  the early 
home of social housing pioneer Octavia Hill, the National Trust 
property Peckover House and an excellent Fenland Museum with 
an original Dickens manuscript.  Above all there is a monument 
to this month’s ‘saint’, Thomas Clarkson, a major figure in the 
movement to abolish the slave trade.  Many will have heard of 
William Wilberforce but Clarkson’s contribution to the 
movement was just as great. 
 

Clarkson was born at Wisbech in 1760, the son of Rev’d John Clarkson, an Anglican priest 
and head of Wisbech Grammar School.  After attending the former, Clarkson studied at St 
Paul’s school, London and St John’s College, Cambridge.  He gained his BA in 1783 and was 
ordained deacon but did not go on to be priested.  While at Cambridge he won a prize for 
his essay on whether it is lawful to enslave the unconsenting, having read up on the subject 
and met with those who had direct experience.  On his way back to London after collecting 
his prize he had a revelation and became convinced that he had to make it his work to end 

 

Cooking with Margaret 
Gooseberry Crumble 

 
 
Ingredients 
 

75g butter 
75g plain flour, sieved 
75g wholemeal flour 
75g Demerara sugar 
25g walnuts, chopped, optional 
 
Filling   
 
675g gooseberries 
75g sugar 
2 table spoons water 
 

Method 
 

Pre-heat oven to 180°C, 350°F, gas 4, middle shelf. 
Grease a medium sized 850ml pie dish. 
Rub the butter into flours until the mixture resembles 
fine breadcrumbs. Stir in sugar and walnuts if used. 
Top and tail gooseberries. 
Place prepared fruit in pie dish and sprinkle each layer 
with sugar and water. 
Place crumble mixture over gooseberries to cover 
completely. 
Bake in pre-heated oven for 40-50 minutes until fruit is 
cooked and crumble is golden brown. 
The same quantity of apples or plums can be used if 
preferred 
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slavery.  In London he published his essay as a pamphlet and joined a committee of Quakers 
and Anglicans petitioning Parliament for abolition.  They lobbied MPs, in particular William 
Wilberforce who was sympathetic and had already put a question to Parliament on the 
subject. 
 

Clarkson continued his research visiting centres of the slave trade such as Liverpool and 
Bristol, braving hostility from those profiting from the trade and collecting evidence such as 
handcuffs and shackles and plans of slave ships.  He also collected examples of native crafts 
to show how skilful Africans were and also samples of spices and other goods, more 
suitable commodities for trading.  Examples can be seen in Wisbech museum.  He travelled 
more than 35,000 miles in the process and gave Wilberforce a great deal of evidence for his 
speech to Parliament. 
 

By 1794 his health was failing and he retreated for a while to the Lake District, winning the 
friendship of William Wordsworth who wrote a sonnet to him.  After the war with France 
ended he came south again to Suffolk and began campaigning again, culminating in 1807 
with the passage of the Slave trade Act.  Together Clarkson and Wilberforce formed the 
Anti-Slavery Society pressing for the total abolition of slavery which was achieved by the 
passing in 1833 of the Slavery Abolition Act. 
 

Clarkson lived until 1846, continuing to campaign for abolition of slavery in the United 
States of America.  He was buried at St Mary’s church in Playford, Suffolk.  Clarksonville, 
Jamaica, is named after him and in the Anglican Church he is commemorated on 30th July 
along with William Wilberforce. 

Revd Sonia 

 
 
 
 

 A new member of the congregation? 
 
The Fisk’s pony, Moon, escaped his field and decided to dine in the 
churchyard. He was rounded up by our own mounted PCSOs and 
following detective work by Bob Clack, was reunited with his owners. 
After being bribed with half a loaf of bread he was led away back 
home. 
 
 

Chris Halley 

(Our thanks also to Chris for the photograph.) 
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We are looking forward to next month when our new Vicar, Revd Mark Williams, will be 
licensed. We asked Mark if he would tell us a bit about himself and the following was his 
response to a similar request of about four years ago for a magazine column, “My Story so 
far”, a column  not unlike our own “Getting to Know You” which we ran a few years ago.  
So, over to you Mark . . . )  
 

 My story, so far… the Vicar! 

 
Someone said to me the other day, “as you are asking 
other people to tell their stories, why don’t you tell yours”.  
My first reaction was that it wasn’t very interesting.  But 
then I thought that’s what I tell others is NOT true.  We all 
have an interesting story or 2 in our lives, and besides I 
shouldn’t expect others to tell their story and hide my own. 
 
I was born and brought up in the Medway Towns, Chatham to be exact.  I am a Man of Kent 
(not a Kentish Man – believe me, there is a difference!).  I have one younger brother, Tim.  
When I was born, in August 1962, my mother already had a pet poodle, which bit me on the 
face at a very early age.  However I was determined to love this beast, and we became 
great pals – the first of a line of doggy friends! 
 
My father was a stalwart of the local church – choir, cross-bearer, churchwarden and 
eventually Lay Reader (as they were called then).  From a very early age I sat with my dad in 
the choir stalls, and as soon as I was able, joined the choir, thus beginning a love of choral 
music.  My mum listened to a lot of music when she was pregnant with me, especially La 
Boheme, by Puccini.  I’ve often wondered if this had anything to do with my love of music.  
By the time my brother came along, mum already had a manic toddler on her hands, and so 
had little time to relax – my brother has far less of a love of music than I have. 
 
I learnt recorder (rather well) at my junior school, and then progressed to a secondary 
school, with the grand name of Sir Joseph Williamson’s Mathematical School, Rochester.  
There I began to learn clarinet, as well as piano privately.  I reached the dizzy heights of 
Grade 2 piano (passing by 4 marks!) when my teacher had a heart attack.  I was not good at 
sticking to what I should have been doing, instead playing what I wanted, with the result 
that I have a pretty iffy technique, but I am rather good at sight-reading and accompanying.  
I then moved on to organ lessons, though never taking exams. 
 
Up until 6th form, I had wanted to be a Civil Engineer (like my friend!), but had also started 
to explore the possibility of ordination.  I went to my 6th form options day, all ready to sign 
up to sciences.  I came back having signed for RE, Music & Classical Civilisation, and 
definitely deciding I would be a vicar. 
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After A-levels in 1980, I went to Trinity College, Bristol to read Theological Studies.  
Unbeknown to me, at that time, residing about 2 miles away was a certain Helen Richards.  
We never met at that time… 
 
Due to a college error, I could not complete my degree there, and so moved to Spurgeon’s 
College, South Norwood, to complete my BA.  This was the first of my ecumenical ventures 
– Spurgeon’s being a Baptist training college.  
 
Ironically having gone to two theological colleges made me realise that it was not (yet?) the 
right time to go forward to ordination, so someone suggested teaching.  “No way” I said.  
“Why not?” they said.  When I couldn’t think of any reasons why not, I thought instead of 
reasons why. I completed my teacher training at Colleg y Prifysgol Abertawe (Swansea 
University) and started teaching at Carisbrooke on the Isle of Wight.  I was a teacher of 
Social and Religious Studies, also teaching Commercial Music & IT.  
 
In 1990 I moved to be Head of Religious Education, Personal & Social Education & Careers 
at Beaminster, Dorset.  The first year I was there, I helped with a residential French Camp 
on the school’s ‘Project Week’.  The next year the leader of the camp suggested we split 
into two groups, as it was always over-subscribed.  “Only if I can nab the new languages 
teacher to help” I said.  I called the week ‘King Harold’s Revenge’!  We got into the local 
papers. 
 
Also around this time, I had decided at the grand old age of 29 I would never meet  ‘Miss 
Right’ so got a collie/spaniel cross instead, which I called Mahler.  However, having survived 
months of planning, and a week camping with a dozen teenagers, I and that 
aforementioned languages teacher decided we got on pretty well… we were engaged in 
about 2 months, and married the next summer, August 1993.  
 
Carys arrived in 1996.  Soon afterwards (probably unconnected!) the thought of ordination 
returned, and so, with the invaluable support of Helen, I explored it further.  Interviews 
with Bishop Jim Thompson, vocations advisors, and a selection conference resulted in me 
ending up at Ripon College, Cuddesdon for training.  My single post at Beaminster School 
was replaced by three people! 
 
At the end of two years training, I left Cuddesdon in June 2001 with a Diploma and a baby 
(Benedict), and the four of us moved to Wellington, Somerset, where I served my curacy. 
three and a half years later, after some excellent mentoring by the Revd Colin Randall, I was 
appointed vicar here in Belmont.  As you read this, [some four years ago – Ed] I will be 
about to celebrate 10 years here. 
 
(The next paragraph was clearly intended for Mark’s then congregation but we have left it 
in for interest.) 

(Continued on page 12)  
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR JULY 2019 
 
2nd Tuesday 2:00 pm  Holy Communion at Braeburn Lodge  
 
3rd Wednesday THOMAS THE APOSTLE 
   9:30 am  Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   7:30 pm  House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 
4th Thursday 9:30 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   10:30 am Home Communions 
   7:45 pm  Church Ladies’ Fellowship: Strawberry Supper 
 
5th Friday  5:30 pm  Friday Knights 
   6:45 pm  Choir Practice 
   7:30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

7th SUNDAY THIRD SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

   9:00 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   10:00 am First Sunday Praise 
   11:30 am Baptisms of Willow Mae Young & 
      Annabelle Rosalie George 
   6:00 pm  Choral Evensong 
 
9th Tuesday 9:00 am  Deanery Clergy Chapter outing to Grimsthorpe 
                                                                                                                                                                                
10th Wednesday 9:30 am  Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   7:30 pm  House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 
11th Thursday Benedict of Nursia, Abbot of Monte Cassino, Father of 
       Western Monasticism, 550 
   9:30 am  Holy Communion (said) 
 
12th Friday  5:30 pm  Friday Knights 
   6:45 pm  Choir Practice 
   7:30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 

14th SUNDAY FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

   9:50 am  Junior Church 
   10:00 am Sung Eucharist with Prayers for Healing 
 
15th Monday Swithun, Bishop of Winchester, 862 
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17th Wednesday 9:30 am  Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   7:30 pm  House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 
18th Thursday 9:30 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   7:45 pm  Church Ladies' Fellowship: Closing Service & Supper 
 
19th Friday  Gregory, Bishop of Nyssa & his sister, Macrina, Deaconess, 394 & 379 
   5:30 pm  Friday Knights 
   6:45 pm  Choir Practice 
   7:30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 

21st SUNDAY JAMES THE APOSTLE  (transferred from 25th) 

   10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
   12:00 noon Hog Roast followed by Songs of Praise 
 
22nd Monday 7:30 pm  PCC meeting preceded by Holy Communion at 7 pm 
 
24th Wednesday (No Holy Chaos Toddler Service) 
   7:30 pm  House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 
25th Thursday (James the Apostle - transferred to Sunday 21st) 
   9:30 am  Holy Communion (said) 
 
26th Friday  Anne & Joachim, Parents of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
   7:30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 

28th SUNDAY SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY  

   10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
 
29th Monday Mary, Martha & Lazarus of Bethany, Companions of Our Lord 
 
30th Tuesday William Wilberforce, Olaudah Equiano & Thomas Clarkson,* 

    Anti-Slavery Campaigners, 1833, 1797 & 1846 
 
31st Wednesday 7:30 pm  House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 
 

(* See Sonia's Saint of the Month on page 6) 
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(Continued from page 9) 
 
[Belmont is a wonderful place.  The people are very friendly, both in church and in the 
community.  Since being here, I have developed further ecumenically, becoming ‘Authorised to 
Serve’ as Methodist Minister, and appointed as Ecumenical Advisor for the Croydon Episcopal 
Area.  I am also Hon. Chaplain to the Belmont branch of the Royal British Legion, the 219 
Squadron Air Cadets, and the Royal Marsden Hospital (none of which, I hasten to add, takes very 
much time at all – Parish work does not suffer as a result).  I also achieved the Archbishops’ 
Certificate in Public Worship.] 

 
I was always brought up in a Christian household, and there was never a time I did not 
believe. I have never had a St Paul-like Damascus Road conversion experience – something 
which, as a teenager, I often regretted, and desperately tried to get… to no avail. It was only 
with maturity that I realised that God deals with us all in individual ways. Some of us never 
have that sudden experience – but our faith can be just as deep. I have felt God close to me 

at different times, and in different ways – usually gently and 
quietly in the background, and often through the medium of 
inspired music.  
 
When I was interviewed by the Vocations Advisor, he asked what 
my favourite bible passage was. I surprised him by saying Hosea – 
a very strange book that portrays God very unexpectedly. But it 
shows us a God who loves us, and who can’t give us up, no 
matter what we do. To this I would now add the parable of the 
Prodigal Son. 
 
 
 

Revd Mark Williams 

 

 

 
  

 

To advertise in 
Priory News please 
contact Victoria on 
(01778) 343860 

 
Our rates start at £36 for this 
size of advert for 12 months. 
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 Registers for May  
 
 

Baptisms: We welcome into the Lord's Family: 
  

 5th Samson Edward Owen Jones 
 26th James Forrester 
 

Funerals: We commend to God’s keeping: 
 
 8th  Alfred Poole 
 10th  Bill Flegg 
 
 

 Ted Anderson 
 

On 21st June we said farewell to another faithful member of the 
Priory Church, Ted Anderson, who passed away on 3rd June.  Ted, 
along with his wife Sylvia, had supported both our worship and 
social events for many years.  Ted loved music, both classical and 
jazz, and was frequently to be found at concerts in church and was 
especially fond of our music and poetry afternoons.  His friendly 
concern for others was much appreciated and he will be sadly 
missed. 

Revd Sonia 

 

 In Remembrance 
 

We have had a lot of sadness in church recently with the deaths of several of our 
congregation.  However on a happier note, so that we can remember them and their 
service to our church, our ever active gardeners (Chis, Linda and John) have selected two 
trees and planted them in the church hall gardens. 
 
For Bill Flegg they have planted a Persian Ironwood tree (Parrotia Persica Vanes for those of 
you who need the Latin!)  This has been planted at the boundary of the church hall and 
vicarage gardens. 
 
For Doris Bellairs a Beebee tree was chosen (Tetra Dium).  This has been planted to the left 
as you enter the church hall gardens via the side door from the church yard. 
 
When you have a moment, do go and see the trees, enjoy the garden and remember Bill 
and Doris. 

Victoria 
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 Churches Together  - Visit To The National Holocaust Centre  

– 31 May 2019 
 
On a sunny Friday morning in May, thirty four 
of us left Deeping to travel to the Holocaust 
Centre at Laxton, near Newark. 
 
On arrival we were welcomed and shown a short introductory video and had an 
explanation of how the Centre came into being.  A full day had been planned, and I started 
at ‘The Journey’.  This is a sensitive exhibition looking at the lives of young children in 1938 
and it follows the life of a young German Jewish boy, the choices his family had to make 
and their consequences.  It finishes in a railway carriage showing the young boy travelling 
by ‘kindertransport’ to safety. 
 
After lunch we had a powerful and emotional talk by Hanneke Dye who had been born in 
the Netherlands in 1943 and was a ‘hidden baby’.  She lost one set of grandparents in a 
concentration camp but her other grandparents, her parents and uncle survived by moving 
and hiding.  Her final slide was a strong and powerful message, STAND UP TO HATE. 
 
I then moved on to the Holocaust Exhibition which provides an insight through the 
historical events of the Holocaust.  It is supported by artefacts, oral history and archive 
footage and gives an overview of that period.  
 
The day was a pilgrimage for me.  In August 1952 my cousin, Margaret Colam, married Fred 
Austin, formerly Fredi Stiller of Ostrava, who escaped to England in 1938 at the age of ten 
but lost every member of his close family in Treblinka.  Fred and Margaret were happily 
married for 66 years; Margaret died last autumn and Fred just a few short weeks ago at the 
age of 90.  I was able to sit quietly in the memorial gardens to reflect on his long and 
eventful life. 
 
We left the Centre at 4.30 pm after a memorable and emotional day. 

Juliet Mills 
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If you would like to join our 'team' of readers, please let us know. 
 
Servers 

 9:00am 10:00am 6:00 pm 

July 7th Geoff Paul  John 
July 14th - Chris & Simon - 

July 21st (Patronal) - Nick & John - 
July 28th - Simon & Chris - 

August 4th - John & Nick - 

 
  

Readings and Readers for July 
 1st Reading 1st Reader 2nd Reading 2nd Reader Gospel 

July 
7th 

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 9) 

9:00 
am 

2 King 5: 
1-14 

Victoria 
Worthington 

Galations 6: 
7-16 

John 
Worthington 

Luke 10: 
1-11, 16-20 

10:00 
am 

Luke 10: 
1-11, 16-20 

Liz Bridgman First Sunday Praise 

14th 

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 10) 

10:00 
am 

Amos 7: 
7-17 

Roger 
Bridgeman 

Colossians 1: 
1-14 

Adrian 
Hallam 

Luke 10: 
25-37 

21st 

JAMES THE APOSTLE  (transferred from July 25th) 

10:00 
am 

Acts 11: 
27-12:2 

Trevor 
Harwood 

2 Corinthians 4: 
7-15 

Joy 
Cunningham 

Matthew 20: 
20-28 

28th 

SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 12) 

10:00 
am 

Hosea 1: 
2-10 

Tony 
Masters 

Colossians 2: 
6-15 

Jo 
Astle 

Luke 11: 
1-13 

Aug 
4th 

SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 13) 

9:00 
am 

Hosea 11: 
1-11 

Niccy 
Fisher 

Colossians 3: 
1-11 

Simon 
Marshall 

Luke 12: 
13-21 

10:00 
am 

Luke 12: 
13-21 

Jane 
Thompson 

First Sunday Praise 
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Sidesmen 

July 7th F Val Wilde & Margaret Merchant 

July 14th A Jane Thompson, Sandra Childs & Adrian Hallam 
July 21st (Patronal) B Liz Bridgman, Chris Pearce & Ann Meekings 

July 28th C Tim Hitchborn & Christine Masters 
August 4th D Trevor Harwood & Kim Hallam 

(Our apologies for the confusion of dates last month - we think we've got it right this time!) 
 
 
Intercessions 

 9:00 am 10:00 am 
July 7th Revd Sonia Lisa Hughes 

July 14th - Tony Masters 
July 21st (Patronal) - Jo Astle 

July 28th - Niccy Fisher 

August 4th Revd Sonia Nick Drewett 
 
 
 
 
Bread and Wine                      Coffee 

July 7th John & Linda Sellars Johanna Jones & Jill Ironside 
July 14th John & Victoria Worthington John & Victoria Worthington 

July 21st Caroline Herron & Linda Sellars Liz Spratley & LInda Sellars 
July 28th Val Wilde & Margaret Merchant Val Wilde & Margaret Merchant 

August 4th Margaret Flegg & Juliet Mills Jan & Tanwen Fisk 
 

 
 
 
Flowers         Cleaning 

July 7th Vacant 
July 1 – 14 

Josie Waghorn &  
Joy Cunningham July 14th Ann Taylor 

July 21st Pauline Brooksbank 
July 15 - 28 Pat Feek 

July 28th Carole Mills 

August 4th Carole Mills July 29 - Aug 12 Catharine Boswall 
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 Rose and Sweet Pea Show 
 
Every year we have the same problem: how do we include a report in July of something 
which takes place at the very end of June?  Consequently we're sorry but you will have to 
wait for a report on this year's Show because at the time of writing it hasn't yet taken place!  
However, it does give us an opportunity to invite you to submit any photographs you may 
take at the show for possible inclusion in the August issue and we shall also be looking for 
someone to write a report. So, cameras and pens at the ready, please!  Digital photos are 
the best from our point of view. 
 

John 

 

 Difficult Times 
 
Although Betty Mates is no longer fit enough to venture from The Laurels, she is still 
remembered in our weekly prayers and the power of her words still remains and, as you 
will see from the two poems below, they are often as relevant today as they were when she 
wrote them. 
 
 
 
 
 
  

HOPE 
 

The tentacles of evil seem spread out throughout the world; 

Slowly, silently, secretly, insistently are curled. 

But man is not deserted, 

Though demons have their day; 

For Love, the strongest power on earth 

Will sweep them all away…. 

 

BELONGING 
 

Although I know you are on your own 

Really you are not alone. 

The arms of Love reach near and far, 

From pole to pole and star to star, 

And every night and every day, 

Our Lord is but a prayer away. 
Betty Mates 
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 What does a call from God feel like?  
 
The Revd Liz Brown (Acting Director of Ordinands & Vocations) 
looks back at a well-received Vocations Day... 
 
What does a call from God feel like?  That was the question 
occupying the 30+ people who attended the annual Vocations 
Day at St Luke’s, Birchwood in Lincoln.  The day was designed 
to allow people who believe God could be calling them to 
something new and deeper to meet with others, share their 
experiences and hear about some of the possible ministries 
available in the Church of England. 
 
From the outset we hoped to make it clear that when we talk about vocations we don’t 
have a mental picture of a big iced bun with priesthood as the cherry on the top.  The wide 
variety of ministries open to people is something we haven’t always been good at 
communicating, so this day was put together with the intention of being about vocation, 
rather than specifically about ordination. 
 
We heard from people whose vocations had led them in many different directions and 
included those who were certain their calling was to a lay ministry.  Dr Sally Buck, Warden 
of Lay Ministry, and I shared something of own respective discernment journeys, one to a 
calling to minister from within a lay context and the other to ordained ministry.  We also 
heard from a distinctive deacon, an authorised lay minister, a priest who had experienced 
ministry as an ordained local minister and as a stipendiary minister, and from somebody 
who was just about to go to a Bishop’s Advisory Panel, describing going through the 
discernment process in our diocese.  We heard from an oblate of an Anglican Benedictine 
community, who discussed the possibility of closer connection with a religious community 
or the religious life itself.  There was ample time for asking questions and also time for 
people to get into smaller groups and discuss their own experiences. 
 
For many people attending the day, the opportunity to hear from others in a similar 
situation was particularly valuable.  Finding there were other people asking questions like 
“What? Me?” and “But surely I’m not good enough?” or “What if I’m imagining it?” can be 
very reassuring and it makes it easier to be brave enough to say how we feel without 
worrying that we’ll look silly. 
 
For many people considering a licensed ministry, the training involved can be a source of 
anxiety.  “How long will it last?”, “Will I cope?”, “It’s been years since I did any study”, “I’m 
not really very academic”.  The Principal of Lincoln School of Theology, the Revd Dr Sally 
Myers, is used to dealing with concerns like these, and after lunch she led an excellent 
session which showed everybody that theological learning can be non-threatening and 
enjoyable. 
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The value of the day was most obvious in the change of atmosphere as it progressed.  At 
the beginning there was some apprehension and nervousness as people wondered at what 
to expect, but by the end of the day there was a relaxed and positive atmosphere in the 
room, with several people asking what their next steps should be. 
 
More details on possible next steps may be obtained by contacting the DDO’s office via 
liz.brown@lincoln.anglican.org or by calling 01522 50 40 29. 
 
 

**************** 
 
 

 
Please note:  This year we are offering a Family Ticket for 2 adults + 2 children of school age 
at £25 (a saving of £5).  As usual we ask that you book early, preferably by July 7th  and 
certainly not later than one week before the event as numbers and catering arrangements 
have to be made before the day.  This is why we are unable to sell tickets on the gate, so 
please don't turn up and be disappointed -  book early! 
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 Changing times 
 

My, how times change! I can remember 
when advice such as that given in a church 
magazine when I was in my early teens 
was readily offered and gratefully 
received.  These extracts are from a 1958  

 

column entitled, "Weekday Pages for Women 
with Homes". (Would we get away with such a 
title in 2019, I wonder?) 

 
(If you have any old copies of church 
magazines from which we could extract 
such valuable advice in future, please let us 
have them - we'll scan them and return the 
originals.) 


