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From the Curate 

Dear Friends 
 
As I write we are now well into the season of Lent, the season of preparation and 
penitence as marked in church by the absence of the beautiful floral displays ( which 
normally adorn the altar and pedestals) and also the purple hangings on the altar and 
pulpit lectern. 
 
Out in the fields wild flowers are beginning to echo the colour of the season. As the 
Candlemas snowdrops begin to fade the modest but fragrant violets begin to appear. 
Traditionally violets were an appropriate present for Mothering Sunday and I remember 
from my childhood delightful little bunches of the flowers tied up with ivy leaves. 
 
Purple pasque flowers make their appearance towards the end of the month. They take 
their name from the Hebrew word pesach meaning Passover and remind us that this was 
the time of Christ’s suffering, his passion on the cross. As wild flowers go these are rare 
plants with only some eighteen sites recorded in Britain. We are fortunate in having of of 
these sites, the Hills and Holes at Barnack, so close to home. 
 
The purple passion flower itself is not a native of this country but of South America. 
Missionaries there saw in the flower’s unique arrangement an opportunity to tell the 
people of that land about Christ. The corona and its filaments were the purple robe and 
crown of thorns, the stamens and anthers the five wounds and three nails, the tendrils 
and leaf the whips and spear, the surrounding petals the apostles. It is a good example of 
how we can use things around us to tell others about the hope Jesus brings by giving up 
his own life on the cross. I’ve been able to grow passion flowers in my own garden. A 
neighbour gave me a cutting last year. I thought I had lost it but then it sprang up and 
branched out producing those wonderful flowers...quite a parable of the resurrection. 
As Lent gives way to Easter we see what for many is their favourite of all – the pale and 
lovely primrose, its freshness evoking to perfection the glory and joy of that first Easter 
day .Who on seeing them could not smile? 
 
However you keep your Lent may it be for you a time of discovery about the wonder of 
God’s world and the miracle of Christ’s love. 
 
With every blessing, 
 

Revd Sonia 
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In this Month’s Priory News … 

 
Dear All, 
 

I find that Lent brings 
mixed emotions: as a 
Christian I am strongly 
aware of its significance 

in the lead up to the joy of Easter, but as Spring 
approaches, I am also excited by the the appearance of 
snowdrops, crocuses and daffodils together with the 
sound of the birds singing, lighter evenings and 
beautiful fenland skies of which there have been many 
of late. 
We have an interesting collection of articles this month 
– amongst them we see a different side to Tony, we 
report on some of the local community activities and we 
even publish, probably for the first time in the history of 
Priory News, a bus timetable!  (We have skilfully placed 
the  latter right at the back so that you’ll only loosen 
Sonia’s letter and the Parish Directory should you wish 
to tear it out to pin on your notice board! – sorry Sonia!).  
As ever, Margaret’s pasta recipe will tantalise your 
appetite and if you’re still short of something to do, why 
not join in the Knit and Natter evening? 
 
With all good wishes,  
 

John.   

 

Has Margaret got real competition from 
Tony this month?  We’ll let you decide. 

Thanks to Dave Washbrooke for this month’s 
cover picture – we’re glad you’ve not 
forgotten us Dave. 

Clergy Duty Days: Revd Janet Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday, Sunday 
   Revd Sonia Monday, Tuesday, Thursday. Sunday  
Either can be available on a Friday 

From the Curate 1 

Parish Directory 2 

In this Month’s Priory News 3 

Church Calendar 4 

Registers 6 

House Group 6 

News from the Tower 6 

Cooking with Margaret 7 

Electoral Roll Update 7 

Forthcoming Events 8 

Cooking with Tony 10 

Lent Courses 11 

Shopping Down Memory Lane 12 

Poetry by Betty Mates 13 

Rotas 14 

Readers and Readings 15 

Janet’s Jottings 16 

Deeping St James in Bloom 17 

Bishop’s Letter 18 

On The Buses Update 19 

Thanks to those who have sent articles for Priory News. Please keep them 
coming – all are very welcome.. NB: pictures containing recognisable 

children must be accompanied by authorisation to publish from their 
parents or guardians. We will not publish the names of children pictured 

unless specifically requested to do so by their parents or guardians. 
John Worthington, Cranmore Farmhouse, DSJ - Tel: 01778-343860 

priorynews@dsj.org.uk 
Please let us have your contributions for the April edition of Priory News 
BEFORE the deadline, Tuesday 20th March. Thank you for your help. 

mailto:priorynews@dsj.org.uk
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Church Calendar March 2012 

1st  Thursday 

David, Bishop of Menevia, Patron Saint of Wales, c601 

9:30am Holy Communion 

10:30am Home Communions 

2:00pm Peterborough U3A Church Tour  

7:45pm Church Ladies’ Fellowship AGM 

2nd  Friday 

Chad, Bishop of Lichfield, Missionary, 672 

Women’s World Day of Prayer 

Practice Night: 

2:00pm 
Women’s World Day of Prayer Service at the 

Methodist Church 

6:45pm Choir 

7:30pm Ringers 

4th  Sunday 
SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 

10:00am Sung Eucharist 

6:00pm Evensong (plainsong) 

7th  Wednesday  

Perpetua, Felicity and their Companions, Martyrs at Carthage, 

203 

7:30pm Deanery Synod at Moulton 

8th  Thursday 

Edward King, Bishop of Lincoln, 1910 

9:30am Holy Communion 

2:00pm Peterborough U3A Tour 

9th  Friday 

Practice Night: 

6:45pm Choir 

7:30pm Ringers 

10th Saturday 2:00pm Wedding of Tom Lawson and Emma Howe 

11th  Sunday 

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 

8:00am Holy Communion 

10:00am Sung Eucharist with Holy Baptism 

15th  Thursday 
9:30am Holy Communion 

7:45pm Church Ladies’ Fellowship 

16th  Friday 

Practice Night:   

6:45pm Choir 

7:30pm Ringers 
  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_David
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chad_of_Mercia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Perpetua_and_Felicity
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Perpetua_and_Felicity
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_King_(Bishop_of_Lincoln)
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17th  Saturday 

Patrick, Bishop, Missionary, Patron Saint of Ireland, c460 

12:00pm Lent Lunch in the Church Hall 

3:430pm Visiting Ringers 

18th  Sunday 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT, (MOTHERING 

SUNDAY) 

10:00am Sung Eucharist 

19th  Monday Joseph of Nazareth  

20th  Tuesday Cuthbert, Bishop of Lindisfarne, Missionary, 687 

21st 
Wednesda

y 

Thomas Cranmer, Archbishop of Canterbury, 

1556 

22nd    Thursday 
9:30am Holy Communion 

7:30pm PCC Meeting 

23rd  Friday 

Practice Night: 

6:45pm Choir 

7:30pm Ringers 

25th  Sunday 

PASSION SUNDAY (FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT) 

(British Summer Time begins) 

8:00am Holy Communion 

10:00am Sung Eucharist 

26th  Monday The Annunciation of our Lord to the Blessed Virgin Mary 

29th  Thursday 9:30am Holy Communion 

30th  Friday 
Practice Night: 

6:45pm Choir 

7:30pm Ringers 

1st  Sunday 
PALM SUNDAY, SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE EASTER 

10:00am Sung Eucharist and Procession of Palms 

2nd  Monday  Monday of Holy Week  

3rd  Tuesday  Tuesday of Holy Week  

4th  Wednesday Wednesday of Holy Week 

5th  Thursday  

Maundy Thursday 

7:30pm 
Eucharist of the Lord’s Supper with 

footwashing 

6th  Friday 

Good Friday  

9:30am Junior Church Good Friday Activities  

10:30am The Good Friday Liturgy 

7th  Saturday Easter Eve 

8th  Sunday EASTER DAY 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Patrick
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_of_Nazareth
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cuthbert
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Cranmer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Cranmer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Annunciation
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10:00am Easter Liturgy 

6:00pm Festal Evensong 
 

 

Registers for January  

Weddings: We congratulate:  Funerals: we commend to God’s 
keeping: 

7th  Rebecca Louise Worthington 
and Robert James Miles 

 12th  Ernest Walter Prentice 

21st  Kirsty Anne Shipman and Kris 
Stuart Westran  

 19th  Elizabeth Jane Halley 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

News from the Tower  
  

We held our AGM on the 10th February.  Projects for the year are:-   

to finish the painting of the bell frame, relay removable boards 

under bells 1 & 2, followed by a massive clean of the bell chamber, 

the clock room and finally the ringing chamber.  A date of the 31st 

March has been set for the painting.  Any volunteers to assist would be most welcome, 

(free tea and biscuits supplied). 

  

We discussed our involvement in the celebrations for the Queen’s Jubilee.  We are 

hoping to take part in the “Down the Welland” ringing on Monday 4th June.  This 

involves a relay of ringing at the different churches along the River Welland. 

  

We also are looking forward to other social events that we get involved in, like a 

tower tour, BBQ, Rose and Sweet Pea Show and any other event that is put forward 

during the year. 

  

On the 17th February four of our ringers helped out at Barnack Church by ringing for 

the induction of their new vicar.  
 

Mike Gentle  

 

House Group 

7:30pm Wednesdays 

at 45 Crowson Way, 

DSJ. 

All welcome! 
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Cooking with Margaret   

 

PASTA &MUSHROOMS BAKED WITH TWO CHEESES 
 
 

Ingredients: 
 
 

225g Ribbon noodles 
25g Butter 
1 Garlic clove, skinned and  
crushed 
225g Mushrooms, thinly sliced 
50g Stilton cheese 
60ml Fresh double cream 
Salt and pepper 
1 Egg, lightly beaten,  
100g Mozzarella cheese 
 
Serves 2 - 3 

 

Method: 
 
1. Cook the noodles in boiling salted water for about 7 

minutes, until just tender. Meanwhile, melt the 
butter in a large frying pan and cook the garlic and 
mushrooms, stirring frequently, until just softened.  

2. Crumble in the Stilton cheese and cook for a couple 
of minutes, stirring continuously.  

3. Stir in the cream and season to taste. 
4. Drain the pasta and season with lots of pepper. Mix 

into the mushroom sauce. Stir in the egg and mix 
together thoroughly. 

5. Turn the mixture into a buttered oven proof dish and 
grate the Mozzarella on top.  

6. Cover with foil and bake at  180°C, Gas 4 for 10 
minutes, then remove the foil and bake at 220°C, Gas 
7, for a further 10-15 minutes, until brown and crusty 
on top.  

 Serve with a green salad 
 

 

REVISION OF ELECTORAL ROLL 

 
It is that time of year again when we have to revise the Electoral Roll before the Annual 
Meeting of the Parochial Church Council. 
 
This year the period for changing the roll will commence on Sunday 4th March 2012 and will 
close on Sunday 18th March 2012. During this time changes can be submitted, people 
added or removed. So please consider if you have changed address or changed your 
name?   If you are not sure, if your  details are correctly held on the roll, please feel  free to 
see me in Church on Sunday mornings or contact me on 01778 348178.  Alternatively, if 
you wish to apply to be added to the roll or taken off for any reason, again please see me.  
 
 There is a simple form to completed. Priory 
 
The revised roll will be available in Church for viewing only from Sunday 25th March 2012 
to Sunday 15th April 2012. Only people that are on the Electoral Roll at this point can 
attend the Annual Meeting of the Parochial Church Council. 
Many thanks for your help. 

 

Kim Hallam 

Electoral Roll Officer 
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Forthcoming Events 

 

During this year’s Lent Lunches we will be hosting one on the 17th March in the Church Hall, 
between 12:00pm and 2:30pm.   All welcome 

 

WOMEN'S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER  
 

'Let Justice Prevail' 
 

This year's service will take place on Friday 2nd March at 2 pm at the 
Methodist Church.  The service has been prepared by the Christian 

women of Malaysia and the speaker will be the Rev Janet Donaldson.  It is an ecumenical 
service and all are welcome to attend.  If you would like to go and require transport please 
see either Joy Cunningham or Liz Spratley 

 

News from Children’s Church 

 

The Good Friday activities will take place again 

this year on 6th April.  All children are welcome to 

come along and join us in the Church at 9:30am for 

a short service before going on to the Church Hall 

for the activities.  Coffee and hot cross buns will 

be served to the congregation in the Church Hall 

after the 10:30am service. 

   
John Worthington 
pp

Richard and Andrea Gamman 

 

Priory Coffee Group  

 

During the past year the group have held 4 very successful events, at the 
Spring coffee morning monies were distributed. The Church spire lighting 
account received £100, the Church Hall table fund £500, First Responders 
£100, Church Hall Garden Fund £100, and the Air Ambulance £100.This year 
being our 40th year of Fund raising we will be distributing £1000, which will 
be allocated at the Groups Annual Meeting on 23rd February. The Group 
were awarded £300 from John Lewis Store towards the purchase of the 

new tables for the Hall which were ordered and delivered in December.  

 

In 1972 the Group was formed in order to raise monies to buy carpets for the Church and was 
known as “The Carpet Fund”  
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Sadly Carole Mills has announced that she is standing down from the committee after 18 years, her 
support will be missed by all. 
 

Both Carole and Margaret would like to thank the committee and all who support the group at the 
events. 
 

Our group also organise the cake and produce stall at the Rose and Sweet Pea show. 
 

Dates of future meetings are 17th May Spring Coffee Morning, 12th July Afternoon tea, 20th 
September Coffee Morning and 29th November Pre Advent Coffee Morning when all are welcome 
 

Margaret Flegg & Carole Mills. 

 

Mission Committee 

“Knit and Natter” on Thursday, April 26th at 7.00 pm. 
 
Calling all knitters and sewers: if you are knitting squares 
for blankets or are able to stitch knitted squares into 
blankets, please come and join us for an evening of 
knitting, sewing and chatter at Cranmore Farmhouse, 
Cranmore Drove, Deeping St James.  All are welcome, 
young and old.  Refreshments will be available all evening.  
If you need a lift or for any enquiries, please ring me on 343860. 
 

Victoria 

 

We would like to thank everyone that has contributed to the work of the homeless in 
Peterborough.  There is seldom a week that passes without finding something in Fred’s box and 
also the many of you who have used the contact number and have delivered items personally.  
Contact number 01778 348110. 
 

Pat 

 

The Mission Committee will be holding a Craft Fair in the Church Hall on Saturday 19th May - 10am 
to 4pm. There will be the usual good selection of craft items for sale and Georgio`s Bistro will be up 
and running to provide teas, coffees and light lunches.  Please put this date in your diary.We hope 
to have a Cake Stall (always very popular) and also a Plant Stall and here we would like your help 
please.  Spring is not far off and time to plant things for the garden - would you please bear our 
plant stall in mind and pop a few things in pots for this?  And we would also be so grateful for 
donations of homemade cakes and biscuits.   These items can be brought to the hall on the 
morning of 19th May - we will be there from 8.30 am.   
 

Anne 

 

Railway Weekend 
Saturday 14th and Sunday 15th April – Philip is again organising a railway 
weekend – details to follow. (No prizes for identifying the train in the 
picture – not even a British Rail cheese sandwich!)  
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Cooking with Tony 
 
Crispy grilled bacon with poached egg on toast is a good simple recipe for lunch 
when the 'better half' is away.  Timing is the key; the bacon takes 6 minutes to grill, 
the egg takes 6 minutes to poach and the toast takes 2 minutes in the toaster.  
Hence the procedure I follow is typically as follows: 
 
Step 1.   Plan lunch early in the day to make sure all ingredients are available. 
 
Step 2.   Spend pleasant and peaceful morning with no telephone calls or other 

interruptions. 
 
Step 3. 12.30 Boil water in saucepan, put in egg to poach.  Remember to put 

lid on saucepan.  Put bacon under grill, switch on grill. 
 
  12.33 Turn on kettle to make tea. 
 
  12.35 Dunk Earl Grey tea bag in mug of boiling water, survey scene 

with satisfaction, give self pat on back, take sip of tea. 
 
  12.36 Phone rings.  Someone wants to book the church hall for a 

child's birthday party.  I say "I'm busy, can you ring back?"  
Caller says "honestly this will only take a second, is the hall 
available on Saturday March the 10th, no hang on a minute I 
mean the 17th.  A voice joins in from the background .. "not the 
17th because...I did tell you…your mother...remember last 
year…check how much…oh for goodness sake"…   This goes 
on for some time, muffled barking ensues as a dog joins in, then 
baby starts crying.   

 
  12.40 Both of my smoke alarms go off, triggering panic at both ends of 

the phone.  I ring off "Look I'm cooking, have to go, please ring 
back later."  Rush to kitchen, observe smoke pouring from grill, 
pull out grill pan, burn hand, drop grill pan on foot, pick grill pan 
up with cloth and hurriedly place on work top, thereby neatly 
knocking mug of tea in to the sink. 

 
Step 4. 12.41 Survey wreckage of burned bacon, 

cold toast, rubber egg and empty 
tea mug. 

 
Step 5. 12.42 Walk to the Boundary for fish & 

chips.  
 
Note:   To save time and money steps 1-4 may be 

omitted. 
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Passing the test! 
 

A 6 week course of study, prayer and reflection for Lent 

 

Helping us to discover the God given powers  

& abilities that are ours 

WEDNESDAYS @ 7:30 

STARTING 22ND FEBRUARY 

AT 

DEEPINGS METHODIST CHURCH 

Temptation & divided loyalties 

Wilderness & doubt 

The bread of life 

The danger of holy places 

Everyone has a price 

The power of good and evil 

SHOPPING DOWN MEMORY LANE (2) 
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Anne Smart 

 
When my sons were born (1958 and 1960) I more or less gave up going to the shops. 
 
My tradesmen all called on me. 
 
The milkman and baker called daily.  I can still hear the 
milkman`s cheerful whistle (who doesn`t anyone whistle these 
days?) and the chinking of his bottles as he came down the 
path.  And the delicious smell of the baker`s bread basket – 

what temptation! 
 
The butcher called twice a week 
– Wednesday and Saturday if I 
recall correctly. She would take 
my order for the next call and I never, ever had to complain 
of tough meat or hidden fat. 
 
The greengrocer called once a week.  I used to do a lot of 
jam-making and bottling then so he would bring soft fruits in 

season for me to sample (and usually buy) as well as the vegetables and other fruit. 
 
The grocer was very special.  I had an order book which I 
would drop into the shop and it would be delivered when 
requested.  He was a great epicurean and many is the time I 
have spent in his back office sampling a new cheese which 
was always washed down with a little wine – again usually 
resulting in an order – he knew his customers.  
 

When I moved 
house some 
years later to a 
village about 6 miles away – I went into the 
butchers there and asked `Do you deliver?`  he 
stopped scrubbing his block and looked me 
straight in the eye `Yes madam – we do pigs 
liver, ox liver and lambs liver`.  I had to dash out 
of the shop before I collapsed helpless with 
laughter onto his sawdust floor! 
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From Revd Janet 

 

I recently visited Betty Mates, (Bet Washbrook’s Mother) to discover that she is quite a 
spiritual poet.  She is happy to let us print from her leaflet called “Stepping Stones” from 
time to time.  Here is the first one: 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

...and here is another sent by Betty to John: 

 

 

 

RELEVANCE 

 
Through every door I see the tomb,  

The Cross in every tree; 

Though in between Thy life and mine 

There lies Eternity. 

 

On every rose the waiting thorn, 

The pain in every birth. 

Each garden is Gethsemane 

Where man first learned his worth. 

 

And every hill is Calvary, 

Each road the way He trod; 

While resurrection crowns each dawn 

….. and every day is God 
 

  

Give to me the eyes of love, oh Lord, 

That I may cherish everything I see; 

Give to me the hands of love 

That you may use my feeble efforts fruitfully. 

And give to me the feet of love, oh Lord, 

That they may surely find the narrow way, 

The secret pathway of thine endless grace 

That leads unto the foothills of Thy day. 
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Rotas for March 

  Servers Sidespersons Intercessors 

4th  

Second Sunday of Lent 

10:00 
am 

Simon Marshall 
and Chris Halley 

Team A: Kim Hallam and 
Doris Bellairs 

Sonia Marshall 

6:00 
pm 

John Sellars   

11th  

Third Sunday of Lent 

8:00 
am 

Geoff Armstrong   

10:00 
am 

Paul Boswall and 
John Sellars 

Team B: Joy Cunningham and 
Ann Meekings 

John Marsh 

18th  

Fourth Sunday of Lent, Mothering Sunday  

10:00 
am 

Simon Marshall 
and Chris Halley 

Team C: Tim Hitchbourn and 
Cledwyn Bennett 

Bet Washbrooke 

25th  

Passion Sunday 

8:00 
am 

Geoff Armstrong   

10:00 
am 

Paul Boswall and 
John Sellars 

Team D: Trevor Harwood and 
Graham Hardy 

Niccy Fisher 

APRIL 2012  

1st  
Palm Sunday, Sunday next before Easter 

10:00 
am 

Simon Marshall 
and Chris Halley 

Team E: Bill Flegg, Margaret 
Flegg and Liz Bridgeman 

Martin Fisher 

 

  Bread &Wine Coffee Flowers Cleaning Brasses 

4th  

Second Sunday of Lent 

10:00 
am 

Dick and 
Anthea Wray 

Johanna 
Jones 

   

11th  

Third Sunday of Lent 

10:00 
am 

Christine 
Payne and 

Ann 
Meekings 

Liz Spratley 
and Linda 

Sellars 
  

Pat Feek and 
Christine 
Payne 

 
18th  

Fourth Sunday of Lent, Mothering Sunday 

10:00 
am 

Martin and 
Niccy Fisher 

Ann Bennett 
and Penny 
Hebblewhite 

   

 
25th   

Passion Sunday 

10:00 
pm 

Bill and 
Margaret 
Flegg 

Val Wilde and 
Doris Bellairs 
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APRIL 2012 

 1st 
Palm Sunday, Sunday next before Easter 

10:00 
am 

Pat Feek and 
Doris Warner 

Pat Feek and 
Doris Warner 

   

 
 

Readings and Readers for March  

  OT 
Reading 

OT Reader NT Reading NT Reader Gospel 

4th  

Second Sunday of Lent 

10:00 
am 

Genesis 
17:1-7, 15-

16 

Cledwyn 
Bennett 

Romans 4: 
13-25 

Liz 
Bridgeman 

Mark 8: 
31-38 

6:00 
pm 

Genesis 12: 
1-9 

 
Hebrews 11: 

1-3,8-16 
 

John 8: 
51-end 

11th  

Third Sunday of Lent 

8:00 
am Exodus 20: 

1-17 

 
1 Corinthians 1: 

18-25 

 
John 2: 
13-22 10:00 

am 
 John Marsh 

18th  

Fourth Sunday of Lent, Mothering Sunday  

10:00 
am 

Exodus 2: 
1-10 

Trevor 
Harwood 

2 Corinthians 1: 
3-7 

Martin 
Fisher 

Luke 2: 
33-35 

25th  

Passion Sunday 

8:00 
am Jeremiah 

31: 31-34 

 
Hebrews 5: 

5-10 

 
John 12: 

20-33 10:00 
am 

John 
Worthington 

Adrian 
Hallam 

APRIL 2012  

1st  

Palm Sunday, Sunday next before Easter 

10:00 
am 

Isaiah 50: 
4-9a 

Tony Masters 
Philippians 2: 

5-11 
Jacob 

Boswall 
Mark 14: 
1-15:end 

5th  Maundy Thursday  

 7:30 
pm 

Exodus 12: 
1-14 

Caroline 
Herron 

I Corinthians 
11: 23-26 

Alistair 
Donaldson 

John 13: 
1-17,31-35 
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Janet’s Jottings 

 
I have been very busy just lately out and about, and I thought that you might like to know 
what I have been doing! 
 
I was invited to accompany year 6 of the County Primary School on their trip to Eden Camp 
in Yorkshire, which was a very interesting and pleasant outing on a very cold day in January.  
Eden Camp was a prisoner-of-war camp in the 2nd World War, and is now a museum and 
educational centre.  Each hut is converted into a different themed area of interest, with 
experiences to be encountered at every turn.  We experienced the frightening confusion of 
an air-raid in one hut, and rooms of typical family life of the time in another.  There were 
military uniforms and medals from the Army, Navy, (including submariners), and the Air 
Force, as well as the Home Guard. 
 
It was such a cold day that we had to keep moving: only the canteen hut was heated – oh 
yes, and the ladies toilets!  It was a long day, but well worth it. 
 
I also served teas at the parents evening with another Governor of the school. 
 
On another note, you may have seen the article in the Stamford Mercury describing the 
opening of 11 bungalows at the end of Stephen’s Way.  These were built by G.S. Robinson 
as affordable bungalows, and I was invited to the opening ceremony on February 11th.  
Snow was on the ground, but the sun shone brightly as we met in the lounge of one of the 
new residents for coffee and home-made cake.  All the residents have connections with the 
Deepings locality, so they should have no problem settling in.  I duly cut the ribbon outside 
in the snow, and inside in the warm.  It was a most enjoyable and friendly morning. 
 
On Wednesday February 15th after receiving permission to go ahead from the Hall Trustees, 
members of Just People, Priory Players, Ted Fisk and myself tackled the stage area of the 
hall.  After tidying the stage itself, overalls and breathing masks were donned to clear out 
the whole of the underneath.  There was a lot of unwanted stuff.  All the metal was taken to 
be sold, raising £30 for the stage refurbishment fund.  We are hoping to decorate it black, 
as a stage area should be for performances, and purchase a good lighting rig with funding 
from the Council and the Diocese.  Thank you, Emily and Kim, for your hard work helping 
Ted. 
 
After the sermon last Sunday (Feb 12th) one or two people requested that we have a Quiet 
Afternoon in August.  To avoid the Bank Holiday weekend, I have booked the Church Hall 
and garden for Sunday 19th August, from 2-6pm.  This will be a “Drop in” style for spiritual 
time out: you don’t have to be there from 2 until 6 unless you wish.  More information will 
appear at the time! 
 

Revd Janet 
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Deeping St James in Bloom  

 

Deeping in Bloom staged 
their second Clash of the 
Clubs Candlemas Quiz last 
night and raised nearly 
£300 for this years East 
Midlands in Bloom 
competition. The group 
are planning to install a 
large new planter in the 
Exeter Close area of  
Millfield Road, where sheltered housing is provided. Radio's Daphne Ledward and former resident 
of Deeping St James is providing a design for the planter and visited the area to draw up plans. The 
Quiz was won by Deeping Gate Residents, The Interlopers with the Women’s Institute a close 
second. The Church Ladies’ Fellowship won the Picture Round which had a Royal theme.   
 
      This year the village plan 

another Unusual 
Container Competition 
this time with a Jubilee 
theme. 

 
 
Daphne Ledward used to 
 live in the house along 
Bridge Street close the Bell 
which was once known as  
the India Queen - 
coincidentally that house was also occupied by my 
Grandmother several generations ago when she was 
known as Elizabeth Gee (her previous name was 
Woolley - my mothers maiden name). 
 
 The picture on the left shows John Ledward-Hands and  
Carol Precey with Daphne Ledward.    

 

Judy Stevens 

  

‘The Interlopers’ Helena Pook, Dr Pinder, Helen Pinder, Jerry Pook 
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Judean desert near Masada 

 

A letter from the  

Bishop of Lincoln 

 
 
 
Dear friends, 
 
You will see this letter towards the beginning of 
the season of Lent and the season of Lent is an 
invitation to go on a journey – a journey from 
where we are today to the joy of Easter. 

The idea of a life as journey is a very popular 
one in our culture at this time. Just think of all 
the TV programmes in which people are sent a 

journey of adventure and challenge. The plot is always the same – a group of people usually 
set against each – journey from an unpromising beginning, through tears and frustration, to 
the goal of performance or selection. 

The season of Lent, forty days long, was originally a fast, a journey of discovery for people 
preparing to be baptised on Easter Eve. Later it became linked with the period Jesus spent 
in the wilderness preparing for his ministry.  

Today Christians are invited to make a special effort in Lent to learn more about God and 
more about ourselves during 40 days and nights.  We are called to pray, to fast and to think 
carefully about their Christian lives. By doing this, we are able to share a little of the 
experience of Jesus during those 40 days of testing in the wilderness. 

Let us pray that we may all have a good Lent and a joyful Easter. 
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