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  From the Curate 

 
 

 

Dear Friends, 
 

The days immediately before Ascension Day (9th May this year) go by the name of ‘Rogation 
tide’.  In earlier times parishioners would walk round the boundaries of their parish, not 
only to mark its limits but also to ask for God’s blessing, praying as they went.  In the 
Deepings, where housing developments straddle boundaries, many folk are not aware 
where these lie.  More frequent travel by car, train or plane, has enlarged our horizons so 
much wider and modern communications, television and internet, have expanded them 
even further. 
 

Prayer itself is a form of travel.  In the Anglican Church it is our custom to pray for a 
different region of the Church each day.  Sometimes it seems our prayer calendar is a 
stream of difficult names but we must remember that each name is so much more than 
words – it represents people in their own parishes all over the world with their own 
particular problems, people who equally need God’s help. 
 

Prayer is most effective when we can translate it into action.  Christian Aid Week, the 
Leprosy Mission and all the causes espoused by our Mission Committee ( who I’m sure must 
find it hard in deciding which of so many deserving groups to support)provide ideal 
opportunities and there are many other local outlets needing volunteers, Age Concern to 
name but one. 
 

Returning to our own parish, the coming vacancy presents a challenge to us all not to let 
things slide (as so often happens in vacancies) but to offer both our prayer and practical 
support in whatever ways we can.  At the time of writing we are not clear where the way 
ahead lies beyond the arranged meeting with the Archdeacon (as Janet mentioned last 
month), so continue to rely on him whose love and support for us never fails, Jesus Christ 
Our Lord. 
 

Reverend Sonia 

 

 

A NOTE OF THANKS 
 

Thanks to everyone who sent cards, flowers and messages of encouragement during my 
recent illness; they were much appreciated and helped me in what seemed a never ending 
time. I was especially sad to miss Holy Week and Easter but did have the joy of sharing the 
Easter Eucharist with you when Janet called with communion at home I have still a little 
way to go but hopefully ‘normal service’ will be resumed before too long! 
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In this Month’s Priory News … 

 

Dear All, 
 

Last month I remarked 
about being a little short 
of articles for the 
magazine; this month, we 

have a fuller issue.  This, of course, is partly due to the 
number of events about to take place, but we are 
grateful for all your contributions.  Many of the events 
planned ask for volunteers to help.  From the open 
letter put out by Revd. Janet last Sunday (“A Casual 
Vacancy”), and the report of the recent APCM 
elsewhere in this issue, you will be aware that this year 
we only had one candidate willing to stand for the post 
of churchwarden.  Is it perhaps time that we all gave 
serious thought to what little bit extra each of us could 
contribute in the way of practical assistance for our 
clergy?  Maybe this is more important in view of Revd. 
Janet’s departure in July. 
 

On a less serious note: yes, they do grow mushrooms in 
Lancashire so Margaret’s recipe is authentic, although I 
have to say, “when I were a lad” steak and kidney 
pudding was more common (in both senses of the 
word)! 
 

Best wishes, 
 

John 

There are some important dates for your diaries 
this month. 

This month we thank Chris Halley for the 
beautiful photograph on the front cover. 

Clergy Duty Days: Revd Janet  Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday, Sunday 
   Revd Sonia Monday, Tuesday, Thursday. Sunday  

Either can be available on a Friday 
 

A “Casual Vacancy” 16 

Annual Parish Church Meeting 7 

Arts and Flower Festival 14 

Ascension Day Service 4 

Christian Aid Week 14 

Church Calendar 10 

Church Groups’ Information 5 

Clergy Duty Days 3 

Concert 4 

Cooking with Margaret 13 

Deepings’ outdoor service 4 

Deepings will remember them 8 

Diary Dates 4 

Directory  2 

From the Curate 1 

In This Month’s Priory News 3 

Letter  from the Bishop 19 

Marquess and Bishop  9 

Mission Matters 6 

More dates and events 14 

News from the Tower 6 

Other reports and news 6 

Readers and Readings 18 

Rose and Sweet Pea Show 15 

Rotas 17 

Thanks to those who have sent articles for Priory News. Please keep them 
coming – all are very welcome. NB: pictures containing recognisable 

children must be accompanied by authorisation to publish from their 
parents or guardians. We will not publish the names of children pictured 

unless specifically requested to do so by their parents or guardians. 
John Worthington, Cranmore Farmhouse, DSJ - Tel: 01778-343860 

priorynews@dsj.org.uk 
Please let us have your contributions for the June edition of Priory News 

BEFORE the deadline, Friday 24th May. Thank you for your help. 

mailto:priorynews@dsj.org.uk
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Dates for your Diary 
 

 Ascension Day Service 
 

This year’s Ascension Day Service on 9th. May will be held at St. 
Guthlac’s Church, Market Deeping and will be a special occasion as 
the Bishop of Grantham, the Right Revd Dr Timothy Ellis will be 
present.  This is because the Service is also a Service of Confirmation 
at which four of the younger members of our congregation, William, 
Helena, Neve and Emily will be confirmed.  Please come along to 
support them.  The Service begins at 7:00 pm which is half an hour 
earlier than we are used to at the Priory. 
 

 Deepings Churches Together Outdoor Service 
 

On 19th May the Deepings Churches Together will hold an Outdoor Service for Pentecost at 
5.30pm led by the Churches Together choir.  This will take place on the river bank adjoining 
the Boundary Fish and Chip shop.  However, in the event of inclement weather, the service 
will take place in the Priory Church Hall. 
 

 Music for the Merry Month of May 
 

Inspired by the wonderful support for their ‘Wassail’ concert, the members of Freshe Ayre 
are working hard to prepare for their concert on Sunday 19th May. It takes place in the 
Priory Church at 3pm as part of the Arts and Flowers Weekend. 

The concert covers a wide range of music, from medieval pieces 
such as the well known ‘Sumer is icumen in’ to lively dance music 
of the Tudor period and from Offenbach’s ‘Can-Can’ to the 
Beatles’ ‘Yesterday.’  Freshe Ayre is a recorder based consort but 
will be adding a fascinating variety of other instruments 
appropriate to the period of the music, including medieval rotte 
and rebec, Tudor crumhorn, sackbut, viol etc. and keyboard and 
bass guitar.  
The group, Jo and Philip Astle, Janet Donaldson, Victoria 
Worthington and Ann Wright are joined by yet another familiar 
name, John Worthington, who will be playing keyboard 
harpsichord and piano.  All proceeds go towards the work of 
Priory Church so please support this event and bring all your 

friends!  Tickets  £6 adult, £4 child (including light refreshments) available from Philip on 
01778 346879, Victoria on 343860 or at the door. 

Philip Astle 

 
More Dates and Events on page 14 ....... 
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Church Groups 
 Children’s Church Good Friday Activities 2013 

 

An amazing 56 local children took part in our worship and craft activities on Good Friday 
this year – a record number for recent years.  
 

As the snow started to fall, well over 100 people joined together in Church to learn more 
about the Easter message.  We sang hymns, listened to readings (beautifully read by Daniel, 
Edward and Georgina) and showed Jesus that we are his friends by sharing our flowers on 
the special cross, which remained in Church throughout Easter.  Thank you to Reverend 
Janet for the lovely, thoughtful, service.  
 

We then moved across to the Hall to enjoy a huge range of craft activities provided by our 
wonderful Leaders and many other helpers.  All the children had the opportunity to 
undertake 15 separate craft activities including cookery, jewellery, card and bookmark 
making; creating boxes and bonnets in which to store treasure (chocolate of course!).  We 
made doves (surely the most inventive use ever for a milk carton?), windmills and cross 
decorations.  We planted cress seeds, arranged flowers and crafted puppets.  Together the 
children created a really beautiful floral cross arrangement, organised by Jan Fisk, which 
was later mounted in Church for all to enjoy. 
 

As each child filled their own box with goodies, we welcomed the congregation into the Hall 
to enjoy with us seasonal refreshments.  A lively chocolate raffle ended proceedings. 
 

So many people contributed to make this year’s activities a success; we were very grateful 
for all the chocolate donations from the congregation – thank you.  Our teenage helpers 
were absolutely magnificent this year, providing support in the Church and Hall.  Thank you 
to Mr Hammond at Rainbow Supermarket for the provision once again of the Hot Cross 
Buns.  Thank you to Helen at Deeping First Responders for organising the first aid for us and 
to Graham and Russell for attending on the day – what a fantastic service Deeping First 
Responders provide to our community.  We must especially mention Paul and Martin, who 
nearly froze in the porches of both Church and Hall to ensure all the children arrived, and 
departed, safely.  And of course thank you to all the adults who were involved in the day, in 
particular to Richard and Andrea who give so much to our Children’s Church, week in, week 
out.  Thank you all. 
 

We hope you enjoy looking at the pictures below, (actually they’re on the back cover so that 
you can see them in full colour! – Ed.) taken during the morning.  
 

Lisa Goodchild 

 

 

 

Our thanks to Rainbow Supermarket, Market Deeping, our regular 

supporter of Good Friday Children's Easter Activities. 
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 News from the Tower  
 

The quarter peal day held on the 23rd March went ahead when the bells 
at Glinton, Maxey, Greatford and Thurlby were all rung.  Then we heard 
the very sad news that the Rev. Janet and Alistair are to be leaving us in 
July.   What a shock, as we, "The Tower Shower", have got to know 
them extremely well and both of them will be greatly missed:  Janet 
with her involvement in bell ringing with us both at home and at away 
towers and Alistair, as he has organised quarter peal days to improve our ringing, all of 
which has been much appreciated. 
 

Not satisfied with one lot of unexpected news, our Captain for 16 years announced that he 
would be standing down after Easter, but will still be supporting us with his ringing.  He has 
been very patient when helping learners and tolerating the moods of us other established 
ringers.  Having said that, Richard has encouraged and brought our ringing to higher levels 
in his quiet respectful manner.  We are grateful for what he has done over the years, so, 
well done, Richard, your efforts are appreciated.  A card and small gift were presented to 
him as a thank you for his work over the years. 
 

We have held an extra general meeting on Friday 5th April when our new Captain was 
elected, and the position has now been taken up by Hilary Gentle.  Having Easter now 
behind us, we trust, despite the cold weather, that you have had an enjoyable time.  
 

Mike  Gentle 

 Mission Matters 
 

Help!  If you have a spare hour we should be very grateful for stewards during the Art and 
Flower weekend.  The church will be open between 10.00 am and 4.30 pm on Saturday 
18th and between 11.30 am and 2.30 pm on Sunday 19th, so if you are able to spend time 
in peaceful surroundings with pictures and flowers, please contact Anne Smart or any 
member of the Mission Committee.  The task is one of “keeping an eye on things”. 
Knit and Natter:  Come and have a natter on Thursday, 23rd May.  Some people are 
completing children’s jumpers and others are wondering what to knit next. 

Victoria 

Other Reports and News 
 

 Good Friday Afternoon Tea 
 

Twenty seven ladies gathered together for Afternoon Tea at the home of Carole Mills, 
Market Deeping, and supported the fund raising for the new kitchen units in The Priory 
Church hall.  £185 was raised and I would like to thanks the ladies for attending. 
 

A Chart will be placed in the Church Hall soon enabling people to see who has donated 
money towards the new units. 

Carole Mills 
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 Model Railway Exhibition  
 

Many thanks to all the stewards and helpers who were present at 
last week end's 4th Railway show.  Special thanks to Margaret and 
Bill for their catering which was, as usual, excellent. The ladies and 
gentlemen in the kitchen must also be mentioned as well as all 
those who made cakes for the show. 
 
Although attendance was down a pleasant time was had by all and 

there were some outstanding exhibits on view.  A lot of the credit must go to the Market 
Deeping Railway club to whom we offer our warmest thanks. 
 
The takings this year amounted to £335.00 

Philip Spratley 

 

 Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) – 17th April 2013. 
 
Our annual meeting was held this year in the Church and was preceded, as usual, by the 
Meeting of Parishioners to elect Churchwardens.  The meetings were better attended than 
has been the case for many years – over 45 people were present, which everyone took to 
be a very encouraging sign!  Both meetings were chaired by Revd Janet.  Between the 
meetings we enjoyed coffee and biscuits, kindly organised by Bill and Margaret Flegg. 
 
Only one candidate for Churchwarden was nominated (Martin Fisher) and he was duly 
elected unanimously!  Revd Janet appealed for members of the congregation to consider 
whether they might stand for election, since the vacancy for the other Warden could be 
filled at any time during the year, and the need for two Wardens was all the more 
important as we approach another period of Interregnum.  In the APCM, Deputy Wardens 
(Doris Bellairs, Liz Spratley and John Worthington) were elected and they were thanked 
both for their past service and their willingness to support Martin in the forthcoming year. 
 
The APCM took its usual form, receiving reports from many Church groups as well as from 
representatives of the Deanery and Diocesan Synods and Churches Together in the 
Deepings.  The outgoing Churchwardens reported briefly on the state of the Church fabric.   
Revd Janet gave her report for the year, highlighting the changes to baptism arrangements 
and the introduction of the monthly Family Service.  She reported on the role that Revd 
Mark was now undertaking as Curate for both Market Deeping and DSJ, and he thanked 
everybody for the warm welcome that he and his family had received.   Revd Janet thanked 
everyone in the congregation who contributed in many different ways to the smooth 
running of the Priory Church.  She also confirmed that, as a result of her impending 
departure, the planned Stewardship Campaign would be deferred until a more suitable 
time. 

(continued overleaf) 
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Simon Marshall, as Treasurer, reported on the state on the finances which showed only a 
small deficit for the year, though this was at the expense of the Parish Share, which we 
were not able to pay in full. 
 
Elections took place for members of the PCC, Sidespersons, Deanery Synod members and 
Churches Together representatives.  It may be useful for you to know who makes up the 
new PCC – Vicky Billyard, Roger Bridgeman, Andrea Gamman, Chris Halley, Caroline Herron, 
Linda Sellars, Liz Spratley, John Worthington and Victoria Worthington, plus members of 
Deanery Synod (Niccy Fisher and Simon Marshall) and ex officio members, Revd Janet, Revd 
Sonia and the new Churchwarden. 
 
Fuller details of the meeting can be obtained from any of the above mentioned! 

Martin Fisher 

 

 Deepings will remember them 
 

Here in the Deepings we are fortunate enough to have one of the first poppies to be made 
to be worn by those attending the unveiling of the Cenotaph at Whitehall.  It is now to be 
the focal point of an exhibition to be held at the Community Centre over the armistice 
weekend in 2014.  Many other treasures, including a recipe 
book complied at the time by the people of the Deepings 
have come forward and it is hoped that other items will be 
uncovered. 
 
A souvenir programme will be produced at the beginning 
of the year to include any themed events that are being 
staged by local groups next year.  
 
At the moment those that went to war from both parishes are being researched with a trail 
planned for the same weekend. Students from the Academy are researching their family 
history at this time and it is hoped to encourage others to do the same regardless of where 
they come from.  A series of themed talks will begin at the Priory Church Hall on Tuesday 
September 24th when Ted Barnes will give a moving talk on his book Grandad’s War, the 
true story of a soldier's survival in the 1WW through the eyes of his grandson.  Tickets are 
available at £3.50 each.  Help with research will be provided with family history mornings. 
Interested?  Please call Judy Stevens on 348859 or judy.stevens1@btopenworld.com for 
more information. 

 

Judy Stevens 

  

mailto:judy.stevens1@btopenworld.com
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 Marquess and Bishop in Deeping Ceremony 
 

(Following our request last month for further contributions to Priory News, we are indebted 
to Dorothea Price for a copy of a newspaper cutting telling of the opening of the extension 
to the Church Hall on May 7th, 1960:)  
 

“Ideas have legs” were the arresting opening words of 
the Vicar, the Revd. Urien Evans, at the long awaited 
opening of the Vicarage School Hall extension at Deeping 
St. James when, despite the Cup Tie and the Tulip 
Festival, every chair was filled on Saturday afternoon.  
 

He was referring to the discovering of a sealed bottle 
when the original porch of the building was pulled down 
in the first instalment of this scheme in 1957, and quoted 
the following enclosure: 

 

 This Stone (being a principle one in the Entrance of a Building intended for an Infant 
Schoolroom in which the children of the Poor may receive a Christian Education in 
accordance with the Articles of the Church of England as a Law now established) was placed 
this 7th of August in the year of our Lord One thousand eight hundred and forty-nine, by 
John George, M.A., Vicar.  When praises were sung and Prayer was offered to Almighty God 
that He would for Jesus Christ’s sake, send down His blessing on the undertaking.  It is to be 
erected at the Expense of several members of the Whichcote family and the Vicar.  Edward 
Browning, Architect, Thomas Swann, Builder, 7th August 1849.  “To God be all the praise.” 
 

Crowded life 
 

Since its closure as a school in 1889, continued the Vicar, it had continued a virile, and of 
recent years an ever-increasing crowded life, in social service to an ever-growing 
community.  Being pressed on all sides for a much needed extension, the Vicar and Trustees 
launched an extension scheme of which that day’s 
ceremony was the culmination and began a new chapter. 
 

In welcoming the visitors, the Vicar said no one was more 
happy than he to have the patron of the living, the 
Marquess of Exeter, to perform the opening ceremony, 
and to be supported by the Lord Bishop of Grantham. 
 

‘Ganged up’ 
 

The Marquess, in witty and enthusiastic vein, congratulated all who had contributed 
towards the achievement.  He stressed the vital importance of village community life in 
contrast with the limitations of the town dweller.  
 

 
(continued on page 12) 
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR MAY 2013 
 

1st Wednesday PHILIP AND JAMES APOSTLES 
   7:30pm   PCC Meeting  
 

2nd Thursday Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, Teacher, 373 
   9:30 am  Holy Communion 
   10:30 am Home Communions 
   7:45 pm  Church Ladies’ Fellowship 
 

3rd Friday  Practice Night: 
   6:45 pm  Choir 

 7:30 pm   Ringers 
 

4th Saturday English Saints and Martyrs of the Reformation Era 
 

5th SUNDAY THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

   9:00 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   10:00 am Family Service & Baptism of Isla Grace Smith 
   (Owing to the bank holiday, Choral Evensong will be held next week) 
 

8th Wednesday Julian of Norwich, Spiritual Writer, 1417 
   7:30 pm  Bishop’s Visitation at Lincoln Cathedral 
 

9th Thursday ASCENSION DAY 
   (no 9:30 am  Communion Service at the Priory) 
   7:00 pm  Service of Confirmation at St. Guthlac’s 
      with the Bishop of Grantham 
 

10th Friday  Practice Night: 
   6:45 pm  Choir 

 7:30 pm   Ringers 
 

12th SUNDAY THE SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  

   Christian Aid Week:  12th – 18th 
   8:00 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
   6:00 pm  Choral Evensong 
 

14th Tuesday MATTHIAS THE APOSTLE 
 

15th Wednesday Church Ladies’ Fellowship outing 
 

16th Thursday 9:30 am  Holy Communion 
   7:30 pm  PCC meeting 
 

17th Friday  Practice Night: 
   6:45 pm  Choir 

 7:30 pm   Ringers 
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18th Saturday 10.00 am to 4:30 pm  Art and Flower Festival 
   7.30 – 11.00 pm Churches Together Barn Dance at the Open 
       Door Church 
 

19th SUNDAY DAY OF PENTECOST 

   10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
   11:30 am to 2:30 pm  Art and Flower Festival 
   3:00 pm  Concert by Freshe Ayre 
   5:30 pm  Churches Together Outdoor Service 
    
20th Monday Alcuin of York, Abbot of Tours, 804 
   (Ordinary Time resumes) 
 

21st Tuesday Helena, Protector of the Holy Places, 330 
 

23rd Thursday 9:30 am  Holy Communion 
 

24th Friday  John & Charles Wesley, Evangelists, Hymn Writers, 1791 & 1788 
 Practice Night: 

   6:45 pm  Choir 
 7:30 pm   Ringers 

 

25th Saturday The Venerable Bede, Monk at Jarrow, Scholar, Historian, 735 
 

26th SUNDAY TRINITY SUNDAY (First Sunday after Pentecost) 

   8:00 am Holy Communion (said) 
   10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
 

30th Thursday 9:30 am  Holy Communion 
 

31st Friday  The Visit of the Blessed Virgin Mary to Elizabeth 
   12:30 pm Wedding of Julian Welch & Elizabeth Daniels 
   Practice Night: 
   6:45 pm  Choir 

 7:30 pm   Ringers 
 

JUNE 
 

1st Saturday Justin, Martyr at Rome, 165 
 

2nd SUNDAY TRINITY 1 (Second Sunday after Pentecost) 

   9:00 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   10:00 am Family Service 
   (Choral Evensong will be held on June 9th) 
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(continued from page 9) 
 

The present trend to reduce working hours gave increasing opportunities for greater leisure 
to enrich life.  This required amenities, and Deeping St. James, typical of the countryside, 
had “ganged up” to do something worth while.  The village had “got at it” and he hoped 
that the seeds sown in this very fine extension would bear rich crops in succeeding 
generations. 
 

After dedicating the extension, the Bishop of Grantham endorsed the points in the message 
of the Marquess and stressed them in a happy analogy. 
 

Watching the “Britannia” majestically passing under Tower Bridge he thought of the “little 
ships” which had built, and saved, our country through long years of history.  Our villages 
still remained our “little ships.”  This village, facing an urgent problem, had not fallen victim 
of the slogan “let them do it” but had got together, plodded on as a family, and solved their 
own problem. 
 

Cecil links 
 

Proposing thanks, Coun. G. G. Crowson referred to the long association of the Cecil family 
with Deeping St. James.  He instanced how the vestry minutes recorded Lord Exeter’s father 
as village warden in 1898 and his grand-mother as People’s Warden the following year, 
which office the late Marchioness held during her residence at the Manor. 
 

That long association was echoed on one of Coun. Crowson’s visits to Burghley Estate office 
when, in the midst of many commitments, the Marquess said, “I’ve always time to talk to 
anyone from Deeping.”  The Bishop was equally heartily welcomed as a lover and champion 
of the countryside. 
 

The vote of thanks was seconded by the Vicar’s warden, Mr. H. S. Allen. 
 

New terrace 
 

The company then moved to the new sun-lit terrace, where tea 
and light refreshments were served by the Church Workers’ 
Guild and Fellowship of Marriage. 
 

The light grey blocks used in all the extension work blend 
admirably with the original building and the nearby ancient 
church, while the interior decoration in yellow, pastel blue and 
mahogany, with contemporary curtaining is pleasingly carried 

out.  The removal of the old tin hutment has enlarged the approach, which now provides 
parking space for 40 cars.  (Really? Were they Dinky cars?! – Ed.) 
 

The Vicarage School Hall is the focal point for most of the social educational, or 
philanthropic societies in the village, and bookings are controlled for the trustees by Mr. A. 
E. Bett, Post Master.  A considerable debt remains but the trustees are confident that this 
will be forthcoming from the main church groups. 
 

After submission of tenders the contract was awarded to Messes. A. A. Crowson and Sons, 
of Church Street.  
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Cooking with Margaret: 
Lancashire Mushroom Rolls 

Ingredients: 
 
 
40g Butter 
 
1 Onion, peeled and finely 
chopped 
 
2 Garlic cloves, peeled and 
crushed 
 
110g Button mushrooms, 
wiped and chopped 
 
75g Fresh wholemeal 
breadcrumbs 
 
1tsp Dried basil 
 
110g Lancashire cheese, 
crumbled 
 
salt and freshly ground black 
pepper 
 
8 Sheets Filo Pastry. 

 

Method: 
 
Preheat the oven to 190°C/375°F/Gas 5. 
 
Melt 15g of the butter in a saucepan and add the 
onion and garlic. 
 
Sauté for 1 minute then add the mushrooms and 
cook for a further 2 minutes. 
 
Remove from heat, stir in the breadcrumbs, basil 
and cheese, then season to taste. 
 
In a separate small saucepan, gently melt the 
remaining butter. 
 
Brush half of one sheet of pastry with the butter 
and fold in half lengthways. 
 
Place an eighth of the mixture onto the pastry, fold 
over the sides and rollup.  Repeat with the 
remaining sheets. 
 
Place on a greased baking sheet.  Brush with 
melted butter and place in the oven. 
 
Bake for 20 minutes until golden brown, and serve 
immediately with a green salad. 

 

 

 A note about the Easter Flowers 
 

Easter was very cold and we had our work cut out to get the foliage and garden flowers, but 
we managed and the church looked lovely.  Thanks to all who stood in to help as Christine 
was laid up with a hip replacement.  For the first time in years the cross was done and with 
help form Junior Church, Jan did a wonderful job.  A big thankyou to all who helped with 
donations as flowers were very expensive.  Thank you again. 

Pauline  and Christine 
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 A thankyou 
 
May I please, through our church magazine, thank you all for the many cards and flowers I 
have received from our friends in the church.  Their prayers also have made me feel 
somewhat special.  I have needed lots of prayers as I just cannot get over feeling below zero 
just now.  The legs just do not want to go the way I want them to.   
 
I look forward to being with you all in my lovely church again.  I hope it is soon.  God bless 
and thank you.  Ted is doing a good job looking after me.  

Sylvia Anderson 

 

... and finally, more Dates and Events 

 Christian Aid Week 
 

Christian Aid Week this year runs from 12th to 18th May. 
The little red envelopes, small as they are, mean so 
much to those suffering from hunger, poverty and 
injustice. Please do consider volunteering for this 
important task. There is a ‘sign up’ list at the back of 
church, please add your name, even if you can do only 
a few houses, as it all helps in our attempt to reach everyone in the Deepings.  

Revd Sonia 

(Note from the Editors:  We are looking for extra volunteers as we were very ‘short staffed’ last year.  The 
job generally takes up part of an evening to post envelopes through people’s doors and parts of a couple of 
evenings to collect.) 

 Arts and Flowers weekend 
 

Don’t forget the weekend of May 18th and 19th when the 
Mission Committee will be holding an Arts and Flowers Festival 
culminating in a concert on the Sunday afternoon.  This 
promises to be a colourful and enjoyable occasion and entry is 
free although there will be an opportunity to give a donation 
towards mission. 
 
More details are to be found on the posters and on the back 
cover of last month’s Priory News. 
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 Barn Dance 
 
Also during the same weekend in May, Deepings 
Churches Together are organising a Barn Dance which 
will take place at the Open Door Church between 7.30 
and 11.00 pm.  Tickets, at £5 each or £10 per family, 
include a ploughman’s supper are available from John 
Worthington and Liz Spratley.  
 

 Rose and Sweet Pea Show 
 

Can you help in any way with this year’s Rose and 
Sweet Pea Show which will take place on Saturday, 
29th June?  Preliminary preparations are well under 
way and as usual we plan to have a wide variety of 
stalls and activities, but we do need people to help to 
set up on the day and to man the stalls.  Donations of 
prizes for the Grand Draw are still needed and we shall 
be asking too for donations of cakes, bric-a-brac, 
plants, items for the book stall etc a little nearer the 
time.  In the meantime Jill Ironside will be pleased to 
hear from you if you can help.  She can be contacted 
on (01778) 348483 or emailed at 
jillironside@yahoo.com  
 
Class Lists for the Horticultural Show have now been 
drawn up and will be available shortly at the back of 
church.  They will also be included in the June issue of 
Priory News 

 

 

mailto:jillironside@yahoo.com
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A “Casual Vacancy”  

(extract from Revd. Janet’s letter to the congregation – 21
st

  April ) 

 

 

At the time of our Annual Meeting the election of two Churchwardens takes place.  I am writing 
to inform you that this year we only had one person who stood for election: Mr Martin Fisher.  
We are pleased that he is willing to hold office, and he will, I am sure, perform the tasks and 
duties most diligently. 
 

He is going to be assisted by three Deputy Wardens: Doris Bellairs, and the two retiring 
Churchwardens: John Worthington and Liz Spratley. 
 

However, it is of concern that we only have one Warden, and in a church and congregation of 
this size, the post needs to be taken up.  I want to explain to you what will happen. 
 

The vacant post now becomes a “casual vacancy” and can be filled at any time, provided a 
candidate is properly nominated and seconded.  Then an extraordinary meeting of parishioners 
is held to elect a Churchwarden in the usual way.  This could easily be done straight after the 
main Sunday service. 
 

If more than one candidate stands for the vacant post, and election is held. 
 

Please pray that someone will be willing to carry out this task.  After the 7th July, my last service 
with you, the parish enters an Interregnum, and should therefore have two Churchwardens so 
that all the necessary work and duties are shared.  I would also ask that you all consider 
whether that second Warden could be you. 
 

Summary of the duties as carried out in the Priory Church: 
 

-  the Churchwardens are responsible for all moveable furniture and ornaments of the 
Church 

-  the Churchwardens are responsible for maintaining the Terrier, Inventory and Log-Book 
-  the Churchwardens will give an annual fabric report to the APCM 
-  in the Priory Church, one of the Churchwardens gives a short report to the PCC at each 

meeting 
-  it is the duty of the Churchwardens to maintain order in the Church and Churchyard 
-  the Churchwardens are entrusted with the duty of providing seats for the Parishioners 
-  the Churchwardens count the collection after each service, enter the amounts in the 

Service Register and bag it up for the Treasurer to collect 
-  one Churchwarden normally attends each Wedding, Funeral and afternoon Baptism 
-  during the vacancy the Churchwardens are responsible for the Parish Registers being 

written up correctly and stored in the safe 
-  the Churchwardens are officers of the Bishop of Lincoln, and are obliged to attend the 

swearing in of the Churchwardens, and if any visitation of the Bishop of Archdeacon is 
planned, one or both are to be in attendance 

-  the Churchwardens are ex-officio Trustees of the Priory Church Hall.  This involves 
approximately four meetings per year 

-  Churchwardens have to be baptized, and confirmed.  They also need to be on the Church 
Electoral Roll.  
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Rotas for May 
Servers 

 8.00 am 9.00 am 10.00 am 6.00 pm 7.30 pm 

5th - Simon Paul - - 

12th Geoff - Chris & John John - 

19th - - Simon & Paul - - 

26th Geoff - Simon & Chris - - 

June 2nd - John Paul - - 

 
Sidesmen 

5th Jane Thompson, Kim & Adrian Hallam 

12th Joy Cunningham & Ann Meekings 

19th Tim Hitchborn & Cled Bennett    

26th Trevor Harwood & Graham Hardy 

June 2nd Liz Bridgeman,  Bill & Margaret Flegg 

 
Intercessions 

5th 9.00 am   Revd Sonia Marshall  

12th  10.00 am  Niccy Fisher  

19th  10.00 am  Anne Smart  

26th  10.00 am  Revd Janet Donaldson  

June 2nd 9.00 am   Bet Washbrooke  

 

Bread and Wine     Coffee 

5th (9.00 am TBA)  5th Pat Feek & Doris Warner 

12th 
Doris Bellairs 
Christine Masters 

 
12th 

Val Wilde 
Doris Bellairs 

19th 
Chris Payne 
Anne Meekings 

 
19th 

Ann Bennett 
Penny Hebblewhite 

26th Dick & Anthea Wray  26th Bill & Margaret Flegg 

June 2nd (9.00 am TBA)  June 2nd Sue & John Marsh 

 

Flowers     Cleaning & Brasses 

  Cleaning Brasses  

5th Carole Mills for CLF  5th 
Jean Shepherd 
Doris Bellairs 

12th Ann Bennett 13th-26th  John & Linda Sellars 

19th Christine Masters 
 

19th 
Marion Stevens 
Janet Lill 

26th Sue Marsh 27th- 
June 9th 

 Marion Stevens 
Janet Lill June 2nd Joan Dyke 
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Readings and Readers for May 
  OT Reading OT Reader NT Reading NT Reader Gospel 

5th  
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

9:00 
am 

Acts 16 
9-15 

Simon 
Marshall 

Revelation 
21.10,22-22.5 

Martin 
Fisher 

John 14 
23-29 

9th  

Ascension Day 

7:00 
pm 

Service of Confirmation at St. Guthlac’s, Market Deeping 

12th  

Seventh Sunday of Easter 

10:00 
am 

Acts 16 
16-34 

Jo 
Astle 

Revelation22 
12-14,16-17,20-21 

Peter 
Wilde 

John 17 
20-26 

 
19th  

DAY OF PENTECOST 
10:00 

am 
Acts 2 
1-21 

Joy 
Cunningham 

Romans 8 
14-17 

Caroline 
Herron 

John 14 
8-17(25-27) 

 
26th 

TRINITY SUNDAY 

10:00 
am 

Proverbs 8 
1-4,22-31 

Martin 
Fisher 

Romans 5 
1-5 

Bill 
Flegg 

John 16 
12-15 

June 
2nd 

TRINITY 1 

9:00 
am 

1 Kings 8 
22-23,41-43 

Victoria 
Worthington 

Galatians 1 
1-12 

Ann 
Bennett 

Luke 7 
1-10 

 

 
 

Registers for March 2013 
 

Baptisms: We welcome into the Lord’s Family: 
 
3rd  Sophie Rebecca Drew 
 
17th      Eliza Jane Brew 

    Emma Josephine Lynch 
 
 Weddings: We congratulate: 
 
26th  Vikin Odedra and Shama Modhwadia 
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Letter from the  
Bishop of Lincoln 

 
 
 

Dear Friends, 
 
At the start of this month, those of us who live in the Lincolnshire county council area will 
be casting our vote in the local elections. Those of us in the other parts of the diocese will 
be doing so in 2014.  
 
We are fortunate to live in a democracy - something we should never take for granted. Yet 
in recent years we have seen a decline in the number of people who exercise their right and 
responsibility to vote. Turnout in the election of our first Independent Police Commissioner 
in November was only 15%. 
 
Whether we are due to vote this month or not, this is a good time to remind ourselves of 
the words of St Paul’s in his letter to the Ephesians: 
 

“You are citizens with the saints and also members of the household of God, built 
upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the 
cornerstone.” 

 
As disciples of Jesus we are called continually to assess and reorder our lives according to 
the values of his kingdom. We do so not only as citizens of earth, but also of heaven. So 
then, when we have the opportunity to vote, we have an obligation to take seriously our 
responsibility to engage with the urgent issues of our time; to recognise that each of us has 
the capacity to make a difference; to do all we can to bring about the coming of God’s 
kingdom for all the people of our diocese. 
 

 
 


