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Letter 
from the Curate 

 

 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
This time of year has a poignancy of its own with the light fading ever 
earlier in the day and the autumn leaves falling from the trees.  It is 
naturally a time of year for reflection before the preparations for 
Christmas get into full swing.  It is a time to remember those we have 
loved who are no longer with us and, especially this year, one 
hundred years since the guns fell silent at the close of the First World 
War, the many who made the ultimate sacrifice in the cause of 
peace. 
 
At 3.00 pm on Sunday, 4th November, we welcome not only those who have been bereaved in 
recent months but anyone who would find it helpful to join with us in remembering departed 
relatives and friends, those who have helped us on our way but are no longer with us to receive 
our gratitude.  Many find it helpful to light a candle in their memory and there will be an 
opportunity for everyone to do this at the service, which also reminds us that our relationship with 
the departed continues through our prayers. 
 
At 3.00 pm On Sunday 11th we welcome, along with members of the congregation, 
representatives of the Parish Council and uniformed groups in the area to join with us as we 
honour the fallen.  Various church members have also been knitting poppies to make a special 
display.  Our bell ringers will be ringing with muffled bells at the morning and afternoon services 
and in the evening at, 7.05 pm, will be (along with ringers nationwide) sounding a special 
centenary tribute following the lighting of a beacon at Jubilee Park. 
 
Meanwhile the vacancy for a vicar for Deeping St James has been advertised in the Church Times 
and your prayers are asked for a good response.  Work is also ongoing in respect of the 
renovations to the vicarage. As mentioned in last month’s Priory News we were sorry to say 
farewell to Jeremy as our Director of Music and organist. Jeremy has done so much for the music 
of the church, not only in our services but also in special events culminating in the very successful 
‘Fright Night’ which drew visitors from far and wide. We wish him well in his new path. Until a new 
permanent appointment can be made we hope to have cover from other local organists...including 
from time to time Jeremy himself! 
 
With every blessing, 

 
 

Rev’d Sonia 
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In this Month’s Priory News … 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Dear Readers, 
 
Welcome to another edition of interesting 
and entertaining articles, reports and travel 
tales. 
 
Last month, as the clocks went back, our 
thoughts turned to the drawing in of the 
nights and the season of mists and mellow 
fruitfulness.  This year marks 100 years since 
Armistice Day, and we will be having a poppy 
display, arranged by Penny, on November 
11th to mark this.  These poppies have been 
lovingly crafted by many ladies, from our 
church and beyond, and will go on sale for £1 
each after the service and subsequent weeks.  
All proceeds from the sales will go to Help for 
Heroes.  Do come and support this worthy 
cause.  

 

Caroline & Victoria 

 

This month’s cover calls to mind 100 years 
since Armistice Day and our Remembrance 
Service on Sunday November 11th. 

An interesting dish from Margaret this 
month – Swede and Apple Bake  
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Thanks to those who have sent in articles for Priory News. Please keep them coming. 
Please note: pictures containing recognisable children must be accompanied by 
authorisation to publish from their parents or guardians. We will not publish the 
names of children pictured unless specifically requested to do so by their 
parents or guardians. 
John Worthington, Cranmore Farmhouse, DSJ - Tel: 343860      priorynews@dsj.org.uk 
Please let us have your contributions for the December issue of Priory News BEFORE 

the deadline of Friday, 23rd November. Thank you. 

mailto:priorynews@dsj.org.uk
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Reports, News & Dates For Your Diary 
 

  Mission Matters 
 

“From Rectory to Riches” 
 
This was a fascinating talk on someone who gave so much to our Church , the Revd. William 
Cooper. The Revd. Sonia's talk was fascinating both in scope and detail.  We were the 
beneficiaries of her very thorough research which has taken her to Scotland (and lunch at 
Capington Castle in Ayrshire!), to Edinburgh and a host of other places in between.  It was 
quite a journey of discovery.  There was a good audience to hear Sonia speak and also to 
appreciate the series of pictures.  Our thanks must go also to Philip Astle for taking  many of 
the photographs and for organising them to illustrate Sonia's text.  
 

Many thanks Sonia for being so willing to give another talk to raise funds for Mission 
Matters.  We look forward to the next one! 
 

Music and Poetry Evening 
 
This will take place on November 24th at 7.00pm in the Church Hall. Please do come along 
and join in the fun.  We need both audience and performers.  We need fun acts and serious 
ones.  Don't be shy!  Please see any member of Mission Matters to volunteer or ask for 
tickets.  
 

Tickets: £6 (no charge for children) to include tea/coffee or a soft drink and interval 
refreshments 
 

Victoria 

 

 Deeping Heritage Lecture  
 
Jonathan Foyle will give a talk based on his latest book "Peterborough Cathedral - A 
Glimpse of Heaven" at The Deepings School on Thursday 8th November at 7.30pm in the 
main school hall (park in the Leisure Centre carpark).  Tickets £6 each from Deeping Library 
or phone Geoff on 343390 (or on the door).   
 

 Children In Need 
 

On Sunday 18th November there will be a cake stall after the service by 
Friday Nights; the Mission Committee will also be selling Advent calendars 
and Christmas cards, all in aid of Children In Need.  All donations of 
cakes/biscuits very welcome - thank you in advance for your support.  

Lisa  
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In Dulci Jubilo 
 
A sparkling tapestry of music for the  
Christmas season featuring St Peter’s Singers  
with Freshe Ayre playing Recorders, Rebec,  
Psaltery, Symphony and Crumhorns. 

Directed by Jeremy Jepson 
 

St Kyneburgha’s Church,  
Castor, PE5 7AX. 
Saturday 8th December 7.30pm 
Tickets £10 (Children Under 14 Free) From 
The Parish Office 01733 380900, 
Clare Heath 07519 156365 Or On The Door 
 

 Church Ladies Fellowship - Harvest Supper and Auction 
 
Our recent meeting in the Church Hall was celebrating with a Harvest Supper.  Ladies were 
treated to soup with home-made bread followed by a selection of desserts.  Everyone 
brought gifts or produce, and Chris Halley kindly acted as Auctioneer.  It proved a very 
entertaining evening which realised £74.00 for funds. 
 
Thank you to all members for helping on the night and for donating items for the Auction. 
 
Visitors are always welcome to join us. 

Carole Mills 

 

 Harvest Festival Flowers 
 

A little late, but I would like to thank all the ladies and their 'gophers' who helped decorate 
the church for the Harvest Festival service. All the flowers looked beautiful, and I am very 
grateful to a lovely team of ladies who give up their time to arrange the flowers. Apologies 
to those ladies who missed out because they didn't realise that the service has now been 
brought forward to the last Sunday in September. 
 

I would also like to thank all the ladies who continue to put flowers on the altar throughout 
the year. 
 

Thank you once again, it is much appreciated. 

Christine Masters 
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(Thanks to Eileen Day for this piece about Noah’s Ark Ed)  
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 Priory Church Coffee Group 
 

The Priory Church Coffee group will be holding a Church Coffee Morning on 29th November 
(10am – 12noon) and are seeking donations for the Chocolate Raffle to be held at this 
event. 
 

Your contributions can be left with Margaret Flegg or John Marsh. 
 

Everyone is welcome to come along and join us on the 29th. 

John Marsh.  

   
 

 Churches Together News 
 

Our newest initiative among the Churches in the Deepings is 
Open the Book; a national programme under the Bible 
Society umbrella that presents Bible stories to Primary 
Schools. We have linked up with Linchfield school and 8 of us 
from 4 different churches go in every other Friday just after 
lunch for about 30 mins to tell the scripted stories to Key 
Stage 1 pupils; so far we have done the story of Creation and 
“A Sad Day” which is the story of Adam and Eve leaving the 
Garden of Eden. The school have asked for follow up 
activities which the children do in their R.E. slot after we have 
left 
 

The other event we have planned this year is a stall at the Christmas market on November 
26th from 11am to 4 pm. We will have biscuits for children to decorate, details of the 
Christmas services and events in all the churches and other leaflets of our activities. It is 
also an opportunity to chat to people about the “reason for the season”.  Volunteers are 
needed though for an hour at a time so if you can spare an hour between these times 
please speak to either myself or Jan Fisk. 
 
Nearer to Christmas Carol Singing in the pubs is being planned. Look out for further details 
of this. 

Kate Drewett 

 

 Registers for September 
 

 Baptisms: We welcome into the Lord’s Family: 
  

 2nd  Louis Ellis Christopher Purdy 
 

 Funerals:  We commend to God’s Keeping: 
 

 14th  Maurice Parker  
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR NOVEMBER 2018 
 

1st Thursday ALL SAINTS' DAY (transferred to Sunday, November 4th) 
   9:30 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   10:30 am Home Communions 
   7:45 pm  Church Ladies' Fellowship: Joely Garner: Sue Ryder 
 

2nd Friday  Commemoration of the Faithful Departed (All Souls' Day) 
       Practice night  5:30 pm Friday Knights 
   6:45 pm Choir Practice 
   7:30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 

3rd Saturday Richard Hooker, Anglican Apologist, 1600 
 

4th SUNDAY ALL SAINTS  (Fourth Sunday before Advent)  

   9:00 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   10:00 am First Sunday Praise 
   3:00 pm   Service: 'Remembering Our Loved Ones' 
 

6th Tuesday Leonard, Hermit at Noblac, 6th Century 
   2:00 pm  Holy Communion at Braeburn Lodge 
 

7th Wednesday Willibrord of York, Bishop, Apostle of Frisia, 739 
   9:30 am Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   7:30 pm  House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 

8th Thursday Saints and Martyrs of England and Wales 
   9:30 am  Holy Communion (said) 
 

9th Friday  Margery Kempe, Mystic, 1440 
       Practice night  5:30 pm Friday Knights 
   6:45 pm Choir Practice 
   7:30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 

10th Saturday Leo the Great, Bishop of Rome, 461 
 

11th SUNDAY THE THIRD SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT  (Remembrance Sunday)  

   9:50 am  Junior Church 
   10:00 am Sung Eucharist with Prayers for Healing 
   3:00 pm  Service of Remembrance 
 

13th Tuesday Charles Simeon, Evangelical Divine, 1836 
   9:00 am  Deanery Clergy Chapter: St Paul's, Spalding 
 

14th Wednesday 9:30 am Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   7:30 pm House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 

15th Thursday 9:30 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   7:45 pm  Church Ladies' Fellowship:  Bill Shaw (Boundary) 
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16th Friday  Margaret, Queen of Scotland,  Reformer of the Church, 1093 
        Practice night  5:30 pm Friday Knights 
   6:45 pm Choir Practice 
   7:30 pm  Ringers’ practice 
 

17th Saturday Hugh, Bishop of Lincoln, 1200 
   11:00-3:00 Pre-Christmas Fayre: church hall 
 

18th SUNDAY THE SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT 

   10:00 am Family Communion. 
 

19th Monday Hilda, Abbess of Whitby, 680 
 

20th Tuesday Edmund, King of the East Angles, Martyr, 870 
 

21st Wednesday 9:30 am  Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   7:30 pm  House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 

22nd Thursday Cecilia, Martyr at Rome, 230 
   9:30 am Holy Communion (said) 
 

23rd Friday  Clement, Bishop of Rome, Martry, 100 
        Practice night  5:30 pm Friday Knights 
   6:45 pm Choir Practice 
   7:30 pm  Ringers’ practice 
 

24th Saturday 7:00 pm Music & Poetry Evening: church hall 
 

25th SUNDAY CHRIST THE KING  (Sunday next before Advent) 

   10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
 

28th Wednesday 9:30 am  Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   7:30 pm House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 

29th Thursday 9:30 am Holy Communion (said) 
   10:00-11:30 Coffee Group Pre-Advent Meeting 
 

30th Friday  ANDREW THE APOSTLE, PATRON SAINT OF SCOTLAND 
        Practice night  5:30 pm Friday Knights 
   6:45 pm Choir Practice 
   7:30 pm  Ringers’ practice 
 

December 2018 
 

2nd SUNDAY ADVENT SUNDAY  

   Common Worship Year C begins 
   9:50 am  Junior Church 
   10:00 am Sung Eucharist with Prayers for Healing 
   6:00 pm  Advent Carol Service 
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 Help to Stop the Rot in the Roof of the Priory Hall 
 
Remember the Date 17th November  Save the time 11am to 3pm  
 
Give your Christmas Shopping a head start by coming along to the seasonal fair in the hall, 
where all the regular hall users will be coming together to help raise some extra funds for 
the next stage of refurbishment which begins in the new Year. 
 
There will be a mystery book stall, face painting, tombolas, jarbola, raffle, giftopia, gifts 
cakes and preserves, games and at 1pm a performance from members of Priory Players. 
 
Refreshments of drinks and light lunches will be available to purchase and we hope to see 
many of you there.  

Nick and Kate Drewett 

 

  

Cooking with Margaret 
 

Swede and Apple Bake 

Ingredients 
 
4 oz butter 
1 onion peeled and diced 
1lb Swede peeled and sliced  
       thinly 
2 apples peeled and cored and 
       sliced. 
Salt and pepper 
2oz fresh breadcrumbs 
         mixed with 
2oz Grated cheese. 

Method 
 

Set oven to 375°F or Mark 5. 
Melt 2oz of butter in saucepan and cook onion gently  
until soft 
Arrange the onion, Swede and apple in layers in a 
greased oven proof dish 
Season between layers & dot with remaining butter 
Top with bread crumbs and cheese mixture 
cover with foil and bake for 1 hour 
remove the cover and continue to cook until the 
topping is crust and golden 
Serve hot with Roast Pork or as Supper Dish with Crusty  
Bread 
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Saint of the Month: 6th November:  
St Leonard 

 
If you’ve been on holiday in Kent you will have come across 
St Leonard’s on Sea near Hastings, but do you know 
anything about the saint himself? 
 

Léonard was a noble in the court of Clovis, founder of the 
French Merovingian dynasty.  He was converted along with 
the king in 496 A.D. by St Remigius, bishop of Reims.  At his 
conversion Léonard asked the king for the right to liberate 
any prisoners he thought worthy at any time. 
 

Declining a bishopric for himself, Leonard first entered a monastery and then became a 
hermit in the forest of Limousin where he gained several followers.  Through his prayers, 
the Queen was safely delivered of a child and in gratitude Leonard was given by the king 
lands at Noblac near Limoges where he founded an Abbey. 
 

According to legends prisoners who prayed to St Leonard had their chains broken.  Many of 
them joined Leonard in the forest where he put them to work clearing lands and earning an 
honest living.  Naturally Leonard was adopted as the patron saint of prisoners and pregnant 
women (one for the Duchess of Sussex perhaps ?). 
 

St Leonard’s cult spread during the crusades.  In 1102 when Bohemond Prince of Antioch 
was released from captivity by the Turks he visited the abbey of Noblac making an offering 
in gratitude.  St Leonard’s fame was also spread through Noblac becoming a staging post 
for pilgrims en route to Compostela.  Apart from St Leonard’s on Sea there are a group of 
churches dedicated to St Leonard in the West Midlands. 

Sonia 


  

Tony’s Travels:  Lo Shan and the plastic buckets.  Part 3 
 
As the Lo Shan approaches the jetty at Macau the navigation channel widens out to form a 
dredged turning basin, and over to the left in the distance I can see the hydrofoils moored 
at their terminal in shallower water.  Our skipper steers the ship over to the left of the 
turning basin and I notice with some concern that as we approach our jetty we are 
travelling faster than I would normally expect.   
 
Now the Lo Shan might not be much to look at but she is well equipped where it matters 
and as the skipper simultaneously puts the rudder hard over and powers up the port side 
bow thruster the ship heels over slightly and performs a graceful pirouette while passing 
the jetty.  Then, with the ship put ahead and with a touch from the starboard side bow 
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thruster the Lo Shan slides alongside the jetty and makes a perfect berthing, just gently 
kissing the fenders.  Admittedly the conditions are ideal with hardly any wind, no current or 
tide to speak of and no other ships around but even so this is a superb bit of seamanship 
and I feel a round of applause and three cheers would be in order.  I would be a lone voice 
because my fellow passengers are crowding round the exit, anxious to disembark and head 
for the casinos.  As soon as the gangway is in place they are scurrying down the jetty, 
heading for the waiting bicycle rickshaws, and still carrying their plastic buckets. 
 

I am last off and by the time I leave the 
jetty there are very few people around 
but I notice that at the end of the row of 
bicycle rickshaws parked by the roadside 
there is a small office.  That looks 
interesting so I knock on the old and 

dilapidated door and after a few moments it slowly creaks open to reveal a small and 
wizened man in a similar condition.  He looks me up and down disapprovingly, takes the 
smouldering cigarette from his mouth, coughs and spits.  Well, this is certainly not the best 
greeting I have ever received – mind you, it’s by no means the worst either.   
 
He makes an interesting sight.  He has a wispy white beard which looks as if it has been left 
on a barbed wire fence by a passing sheep.  His skin reminds me of an old leather suitcase 
which has been treated carelessly and left too long in the sun.  He is wearing an old and 
torn vest which appears not to have inconvenienced the laundry for some considerable 
time and his brown knees are partly hidden by the frayed hem of his ancient khaki shorts.  
By the look of the fit, or rather lack of it, his shorts have previously been owned by 
someone significantly taller and wider.  However I want to hire a rickshaw to take me into 
the town, so I smile and say ‘Macau?’  I immediately realise this is pretty silly, because I am 
already in Macau.  It is equivalent to stepping off the Isle of Wight ferry and saying ‘The Isle 
of Wight?’  The old man looks at me dumbfounded, so to help things along I take a few 
dollar notes out of my pocket, point 
towards the town and say ‘casino?’  
His face creases into a smile at the 
sight of the notes, money is always a 
universal lubricator, and he points to 
his chest and says ‘Ming’, 
presumably his name.  He limps 
across to a rickshaw and motions me 
to follow.   
 
I expect he will summon someone fit and strong to pedal me into town but somewhat to 
my alarm he mounts the machine himself, with some difficulty.  Frankly he doesn’t look up 
to the job at all and I realise I may be lumbered with the ‘last turkey in the shop’.  I heave 
myself into the rickshaw, which responds by sagging unevenly on its springs like a worn-out 
mattress.  As we set off at a glacial pace we are accompanied by a veritable symphony of 
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protesting squeaks and groans.  Something is catching on the rusty chain, a brake block is 
rubbing and there is a chorus of sounds from the springs.  Fortunately at first the road is 
slightly downhill so we ‘accelerate’ to about walking pace but after about half a mile the 
gradient levels off and a new sound is heard, a wheezing and groaning from the ‘engine 
room’ up front.  We grind to a halt and Ming has a coughing fit, which he ‘cures’ by lighting 
a cigarette.   
 
He gingerly dismounts and shakes his head sadly, so obviously we are going no further.  I 
can’t help but feel sorry for him, he makes a pathetic sight and has about him the air of 
resignation common to those who have been ground down by the carborundum of life.  I 
pay him a few dollars which he accepts gratefully so I have obviously paid him far too much, 
and moreover for not taking me to my destination.  Fortunately it is not far to the nearest 
casino, which I can see a few hundred yards ahead.  But it is hot and humid, doesn’t take 
long in this climate to get a wet shirt, so I am grateful to enter somewhere cooler to find a 
drink.  Then I spot some of the Chinese ladies who have been my fellow passengers.  Each 
one is sitting in front of a ‘one-arm bandit’ machine, with a plastic bucket jammed in to 
catch the winnings.  And here they will stay all day until the money runs out.  This is my first 
time in a casino, so will I be tempted, catch the gambling fever and squander the family 
finances in a cavalier fashion, condemned to carry a terrible guilt to the grave – or follow 
the puritan and penny-pinching traditions of my ancestors? 
 

(to be continued) 
 

Tony Masters 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

If you would like to advertise in 
Priory News please contact John Marsh 

on 347330 or the Editor at priorynews@dsj.org.uk 

mailto:priorynews@dsj.org.uk
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Readings and Readers for November 
 1st Reading 1st Reader 2nd Reading 2nd Reader Gospel 

Nov 
4th 

ALL SAINTS - THE FOURTH SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT  

9:00 
am 

Isaiah 25: 
6-9 

Caroline 
Herron 

Revelation 21: 
1-6a 

John 
Worthington 

John 11: 
32-44 

10:00 
am 

John 11: 
32-44 

Vicki 
Billyard 

First Sunday Praise 

11th 

THIRD SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT (REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY) 

10:00 
am 

Jonah 3: 
1-5, 10 

Victoria 
Worthington 

Hebrews 9: 
24-end 

Adrian 
Hallam 

Mark 1: 
14-20 

18th 

SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT 

10:00 
am 

Daniel 12: 
1-3 

Family 
Communion 

Hebrews 10: 
11-14, 19-25 

Family 
Communion 

Mark 13: 
1-8 

25th 

CHRIST THE KING – SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE ADVENT 

10:00 
am 

Daniel 7: 
9-10, 13-14 

Tony 
Masters 

Revelation 1: 
4b-8 

Liz 
Spratley 

John 18: 
33-37 

Dec 
2nd 

ADVENT SUNDAY 

10:00 
am 

Jeremiah 33: 
14-16 

Ann 
Bennett 

1 Thessalonians 3: 
9-end 

Doris 
Bellairs 

Luke 21: 
25-36 

 
Servers 

 9:00 am 10:00 am 3pm 6:00 pm 
4th Geoff Nick Simon - 

11th - Simon & Chris Chris - 

18th - John & Nick - - 
25th - Simon & Chris - - 

Dec 2nd - Simon & Nick - John 
9th Geoff Paul John - 

 
Sidesmen 

4th  No information available 

11th  No information available 

18th  No information available 
25th  No information available 

Dec 2nd  No information available 
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Intercessions 

 9:00 am 10:00 am 

4th Rev Sonia T.B.A. 
11th - Bet Wasbrooke 

18th - Tony Masters 

25th - Niccy Fisher 
Dec 2nd Rev Sonia T.B.A. 

 

Bread and Wine                      Coffee 

4th John & Victoria Worthington Val Wilde & Doris Bellairs 
11th Ann & Cled Bennett Ann Bennett & Penny Hebblewhite 

18th Caroline Herron & Linda Sellars Margaret Flegg 
25th Carole Mills & Joy Cunningham Lin Witherington & Joan Dyke 

Dec 2nd John & Linda Sellars Johanna Jones & Jill Ironside 
 

Flowers         Cleaning 

4th Vacant Oct 29th-Nov 11th John & Linda Sellars 

11th Remembrance Nov 12th-25th Dick & Anthea Wray 

18th Mrs Wall / Sue Marsh   

25th 
Vacant Nov 26th-Dec 9th 

Josie Waghorn & Joy 
Cunningham 

Dec 2nd Advent   
 

Brasses 

Nov 26th Sylvia Anderson & Val Wilde 
 

 Times Past 
 
Here is an extract from the Deeping St 
James Parish Magazine (October 2014), 
kindly sent in by Joy Baxter. 
(Ed) 

    Revd Sonia 
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 Letter from the  
  Bishop of Grimsby 

 
 
Dear Friends 
 
‘…they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more; but they 
shall all sit under their own vines and under their own fig trees, and no one shall make them 
afraid…’ 
(Micah 4:3b,4a, NRSV). 
 

These are words which speak of a future hope, a world at peace, a real peace, and not just 
the absence of conflict, a sense of wellbeing, of living in harmony with the world we’ve 
been given to share, of wanting the best for those we’ve been given to share that world 
with. 
 

Words I was reminded of recently in conversation with a Russian Second Lieutenant on one 
of the ships at Immingham Docks, as he spoke in broken English of what he saw as the 
natural desire of all peoples to live like that – and his frustration at what he saw as the 
leaders of the nations, his own included, in failing to be able to achieve that. 
 

And they are good words as we remember this month the ending of the Great War, the 
world’s first example of what became known as ‘total war’. ‘It’ll all be over by Christmas’ 
the British Army were told – 1,568 days later, 888,246 British lives were lost. Nine to 15 
million lives lost in total. Sixty-five million men from 30 countries involved. The ‘war to end 
all wars’ was what was hoped for then. 
 

As Christians we know that ultimately the challenge of peace is not one of political 
solutions, important as they may be, but one of dealing with the human heart. 
 

That is actually what the passage in Micah looks forward to. A time when all men and 
women look to the ‘mountain of the Lord, the house of the God of Jacob’ and have their 
hearts and minds transformed by him, which then brings in that universal peace, which we 
all long to live in. 
 

That’s the ultimate vision, the ultimate hope – but until then, being peacekeepers, 
peacemakers in the different places we find ourselves in is something each of us is called to 
do, and something our world still desperately needs. 
 

With every blessing, 
 

+Bishop David 


