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From the Vicar 
 
 

 
Happy New Year! 
 

You’re probably thinking, “that’s it, the vicar’s off his 
trolley”… Call the Archdeacon!  
 

Well, November 1st marks the Celtic New Year celebration 
called Samhain (pronounced sow-en), and since I am half-
Welsh, I feel I can claim on that side of my ancestry. 
 

The concept of ‘New Year’ is quite an odd idea when you 
think about it. The church’s year starts on Advent (this year 
coincidentally, and quite rarely on 1st December, when 
Advent Calendars also start); our normal calendar starts on 
January 1st (but only since 1752, before which it was 25th 
March!); the financial new year starts in April – the 6th I 
believe (that one always confuses me I must confess); schools start early in September, as 
does the Methodist Church year. And that doesn’t include the many other cultures which 
celebrate New Year at other times. 
 

The time of year that is ‘New Year’ is significant in what it says about the world-view of the 
particular culture. The Celts divided the year into two halves, summer and winter. New Year 
begins with winter, an idea that has some logic, especially within a primitive farming-based 
tradition. Life is a cycle from sleep to waking, from planting to growing and ripening, from 
the womb to the world, from darkness to light… from death to life. 
 

About a month ago, we enjoyed an excellent Harvest Festival. Harvest has traditionally 
been a closing – “All is safely gathered in…” Then the time to pause, to rest… almost to 
hibernate, until New Life started again.  
 

And during this time of rest, the ‘seed’ of the birth of our Saviour is planted, germinates in 
the great Easter events, comes to full fruition in the great outpouring of the Spirit at 
Pentecost, and is harvested in the lives of the believers in the period which the church 
intriguingly calls ‘Ordinary’ Time - our summer. 
 

So in this time of a darkening world, perhaps both literally and metaphorically, let us hold 
fast to that promise of light, and growth… and life, in all its abundance. 
 

Mark 
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In this Month’s Priory News … 
 
 
 

 
Dear Readers, 

 

“Remember, Remember, the Fifth of 
November” is a phrase I’m sure we all do 
remember, probably from our childhood 
days.  The only reason I mention it is that we 
have our second contribution to the new 
Poetry Corner this month and certain 
matters blighting the present political scene 
do make one think . . . !  Without wishing to 
mention the “B” word, I must say I wonder 
how much longer it will be before the Good 
People of the Deepings declare UDI, hold 
their own referendum and just get on with it! 
 

Seriously, though, as choirmaster for many 
years, November marked the beginning of 
what I always looked upon as the “Christmas 
Activities Period” - Advent and Christmas 
musically being so much linked together.  
Musical preparations needed to begin in 
November at the very latest.  This year will 
be the first year for a long time that my 
commitment will be just as a singer which 
will be a pleasing change to which I am very 
much looking forward. 
 
 

John. 

Margaret's recipe this month sounds pretty 
mouth-watering.  (I wonder if I dare suggest a 
chunk of crumbly Lancashire cheese as an 
accompaniment?) 

John Marsh and Chris Halley have kept us well 
supplied with photos over the years and the 
picture on the front cover this month is one 
which John sent in several years ago. 
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Thanks to those who have sent in articles for Priory News. Please keep them 
coming. Please note: pictures containing recognisable children must be 
accompanied by authorisation to publish from their parents or guardians. We 
will not publish the names of children pictured unless specifically requested to 
do so by their parents or guardians. 
John Worthington, Cranmore Farmhouse, DSJ - Tel: 343860      priorynews@dsj.org.uk 
Please let us have your contributions for the November issue of Priory News 

BEFORE the deadline of Friday 22nd November. Thank you. 

mailto:priorynews@dsj.org.uk
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Reports, News & Dates For Your Diary 
 

 Mission Matters 
 

Music and Poetry Evening  
 
Don't forget our Music and Poetry Evening which will take place at 7 pm in the church hall 
on December 14th.  Tickets will cost £5 for an exciting evening of entertainment (and 
refreshments) and will soon be available. 
 

Children In Need 2019 

 
We shall be marking this event in church on Sunday, November 17th.  
Coffee and biscuits will be served, there will be the usual stall selling 
Christmas cards, Advent calendars and candles (please don't buy all 
your cards before then!).  This year we have a beautiful hand-sewn 
Advent Calendar to raffle.  Please remember to bring money to 
church on November 17th.  All proceeds will be donated to the 
Children in Need Appeal. 

Victoria  

 

 Churches Together News 
 

On Sunday 20th October we were pleased to welcome Churches 
Together to the Priory Church.  The Gospel reading was in the form 
of a dramatic presentation by Open the Book.  They told us the 
story of ‘Through the Roof’ and explained how they take bible 
stories into the local school.  It was interesting to hear how they 
bring Christian stories to young children who may never have heard 
them before.  William Booker talked about his Chaplaincy work in 
the local hospitals and the service concluded with the Safeguarding hymn.  It was good to 
talk with the visitors over refreshments. 

Caroline 

 

 Priory Church Ladies’ Fellowship Coffee Morning 
 
Many thanks for all the help at the Coffee Morning and thanks to all who baked cakes, 
manned the stalls and donated items to the Raffle.  Thanks to Chris Halley for making the 
Raffle fun.  The event was well attended, it raised £289.85 for local charities. 
 

Carole Mills – Secretary 
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 Leprosy Mission 
 

'Your Generosity has overwhelmed us'.......  
 
 
Please do read the autumn edition of the Leprosy Mission 'New Day' (you will find these on 
the book rack in the south aisle). The Leprosy Mission have raised £4.15 million with the 
hope, in their words, 'of bringing real hope of ending Leprosy in Nepal'.  This is very exciting 
news and the people at the Priory Church have helped in this by supporting and giving to 
Mission Matters who, as a result have been able to give to the Leprosy Mission. Do you 
remember the inspirational talk on the Anandaban hospital in Nepal given by Veronica 
Welham. We may think that our efforts are insignificant, but working together, the results 
for some can be life changing. Thank you. 

Victoria 

 

 

 Operation Christmas Child  
 
We will be supporting the Operation Christmas Child Shoebox scheme 
again this year and would like to thank all those of you who have 
already handed in your shoeboxes. There is still time for those who 
have not yet filled a box and there are empty boxes at the back of 
church if you need one.  Please bring your filled boxes to church in 
during the week commencing 11th November.   

Pat  
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Registers for September 

 

Baptisms: We welcome into the Lord's Family: 
1st   Emily Isla Charlotte Burrows, daughter of Richard & Sarah 
 Frankie John Higham, son of Samuel & Amy 
 Emily Duan Offield, daughter of Adrian & Fei 
 
Weddings: We congratulate: 
21st  Hermanus Conradie & Joanne Hallam 
 
Funerals: We commend to God’s keeping: 
18th Betty Mates  

 

 

Cooking with Margaret 

Farmhouse Cake 
 

Ingredients 
 

6 oz Demerara cane sugar 
5 oz sultanas 
4 oz currants 
5 oz seedless raisins 
½ pint water 
3 oz glazed cherries, quartered 
4 oz butter 
Salt 
1 egg beaten 
10 oz self-raising flour, sifted 
2 oz whole blanched almonds 
 

Method 
 

Grease and line an 8" round cake tin. 
 

Put the sugar into a pan with the sultanas, currants, 
raisins, water, cherries, butter and a pinch of salt. Bring 
to boil and simmer for 20 mins. 
 

Pour into a mixing bowl and allow to cool. 
 

Add the egg to the cooled mixture and stir in well.  
 

Finally add the flour and mix well. Turn into the 
prepared tin, smooth the top and lightly press the 
whole almonds into the surface. 
 

Bake in a pre-heated oven at 170°C/325°F/Gas mark 3 
for 1¼ - 1½ hours until risen and golden brown.  
 

Allow to cool before turning out onto a wire rack. 
 

This cake will improve with keeping. 
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The Fifth of November   
 

In 1605 a group of thirteen 
With radical ideas devised a scheme 

To blow up Parliament was their hope 
And make England Catholic under the Pope. 

 
Sire Robert Catesby was mastermind 

But an explosive expert seemed hard to find 
Guy Fawkes, or Guido, answered their call 

Knowing how to blow up Westminster Hall. 
 

Gunpowder was packed in barrels galore 
The plot was discovered, Westminster secure 
Whatever became of those thirteen sad men? 

They were hanged, drawn and quartered, and then 
 

Sent all over England as a warning to all 
That murder and treason leads to a fall 

 

Juliet Mills, November 2018 
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR NOVEMBER 2019 
 

1st Friday  ALL SAINTS DAY (see Sunday 3rd) 
   5:30 pm  Friday Knights hosting the 'Light Party' 
   6:45 pm  Choir Practice 
   7:30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 

2nd Saturday Commemoration of the Faithful Departed (All Souls'Day) [see Sunday 3rd] 
 

3rd SUNDAY ALL SAINTS' SUNDAY (transferred from Friday 1st) 

   9:00 am  Holy Communion (said)    
   10:00 am First Sunday Praise 
   3:00 pm  Remembering Our Loved Ones 
   6:00 pm  Choral Evensong 
 

5th Tuesday 9:00 am  Deanery Clergy Chapter 
 

6th Wednesday Leonard, Hermit at Noblac, 6th c;  William Temple, 
     Archbishop of Canterbury, 1944 
   9:30 am  Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   7:30 pm  House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 

7th Thursday Wilibrord of York, Bishop, Apostle of Frisia, 739 
   9:30 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   10:30 am Home Communions 
   2:00 pm  Holy Communion at Braeburn Lodge 
   7:30 pm  Church Ladies’ Fellowship: NC Deaf and Blind UK 
 

8th Friday  Saints and Martyrs of England & Wales 
   5:30 pm  Friday Knights 
   6:45 pm  Choir Practice 
   7:30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 

9th Saturday Margery Kempe, Mystic, 1440 
 

10th SUNDAY THIRD SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT (Remembrance Sunday) 

   9:50 am  Junior Church    
   10:00 am Sung Eucharist with Prayers for Healing 
   3:00 pm  Remembrance Service 
 

11th Monday Martin, Bishop of Tours, 397 
 

13th Wednesday Charles Simeon, Evangelical Divine, 1836 
   9:30 am  Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   7:30 pm  House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 

14th Thursday 9:30 am  Holy Communion (said) 
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15th Friday  5:30 pm  Friday Knights 
   6:45 pm  Choir Practice 
   7:30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 

16th Saturday Margaret, Queen of Scotland, Reformer of the Church, 1093 
   11:00 am Pre-Christmas Fête in the hall 
 

17th SUNDAY SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT (Trinity 22) 

   10:00 am Family Communion & Baptism 
 

18th Monday Elizabeth of Hungary, Princess of Thuringia, Philanthropist, 1231 
 

19th Tuesday Hilda, Abbess of Whitby, 680 
 

20th Wednesday Edmund, King of the East Angles, Martyr, 870 
   9:30 am  Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   7:30 pm  House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 

21st Thursday 9:30 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   7:30 pm  Church Ladies’ Fellowship: Liz Noble 
 

22nd Friday  Cecilia, Martyr at Rome, 230 (Patron Saint of Musicians) 
   5:30 pm  Friday Knights 
   6:45 pm  Choir Practice 
   7:30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 

23rd Saturday Clement, Bishop of Rome, 100 
 

24th SUNDAY CHRIST THE KING (Sunday next before Advent)  

   10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
 

25th Monday Catherine of Alexandria, Martyr, 4th c 
 

27th Wednesday 9:30 am  Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   7:30 pm  House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 

28th Thursday 9:30 am  Holy Communion (said) 
 

29th Friday  Day of Intercession  & Thanksgiving for the Missionary Work of the Church 
   5:30 pm  Friday Knights 
   6:45 pm  Choir Practice 
   7:30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 

30th Saturday ANDREW THE APOSTLE, PATRON SAINT OF SCOTLAND 
 

December 
 

1st SUNDAY LAST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY  (Proper 25)  BIBLE SUNDAY  

   10:00 am Sung Eucharist with Prayers for Healing 
   6:00 pm  Advent Carol Service 



10 
 



11 

 



12 

 Saint of the month: 

18th November : Elizabeth of Hungary 
 
 
Elizabeth was the daughter of King Andrew II of Hungary.  
She was born in 1207 and aged 14 was married to Louis IV 
Landgrave of Thuringia, a dynastic but happy marriage. 
 
In 1223 Franciscan friars arrived in Thuringia and Elizabeth 
not only heard about St Francis’ ideals, she began to live 
them, happily with her husband’s blessing.  In 1226 when 
the land was beset with floods, famine and plague 
Elizabeth distributed alms to the poor, even giving away 

state robes.  She also founded a hospital and visited the inmates daily. 
 
In 1227 her husband Louis died from a fever.  Elizabeth then left court and under the 
influence of her confessor took vows of celibacy and obedience.  Her uncle the bishop of 
Bamberg tried to force her to remarry but Elizabeth held fast to her vows.  She built 
another hospital at Marburg for the poor and the sick and cared for its inmates along with 
her companions. 
 
Elizabeth died at Marburg aged only 24.  Miracles of healing after her death led to her 
canonisation in 1235.  Her shrine became a centre of pilgrimage until her relics were 
plundered, first by the Protestant Philip of Hesse and then by Swedish troops in the 30 
years’ war. 
 
Her symbol in art is either a basket of bread or a basket of roses.  The latter comes from a 
story that while she was secretly taking bread to the poor she was challenged by nobles 
who accused her of stealing treasure.  Asked to reveal what lay under her cloak it fell open 
to reveal a basket of roses. 
 

Sonia 

 

 Remembrance 
 
It is time for the poppy appeal again.  We have put up the curtain of beautiful 
knitted poppies at the back of church.  Please pick a poppy for £1.00 to raise 
funds for Help the Heroes and The British Legion.  All donations will be shared between the 
two charities.  There will be a box for all donations by the font.  Many thanks for your 
generosity as always. 
 

Penny 
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Servers 

 9:00am 10:00am 3:00pm 6:00pm 

3rd Geoff Paul Nick John 
10th - John & Simon Geoff - 

17th - Nick & Chris - - 
24th - Simon & Chris - - 

December 1st - Nick & Simon - John 

8th Geoff Paul - - 
 
 
Sidesmen 

November 3rd E Juliet Mills, Margaret Flegg & James Forrester 

10th F Val Wilde & Margaret Merchant 

17th A Jane Thompson, Sandra Childs & Adrian Hallam 
24th B Liz Bridgman, Chris Pearce & Ann Meekings 

December 1st C Tim Hitchbourn & Christine Masters 
 
  

Readings and Readers for November 
 1st Reading 1st Reader 2nd Reading 

2nd 
Reader 

Gospel 

3rd 

ALL SAINTS' SUNDAY (Transferred from Friday 1st) 

9:00 
am 

Daniel 7: 
1-3,15-18 

Martin Fisher 
Ephesians 1: 

11-23 
Niccy Fisher 

Luke 6: 
20-31 

10:00 
am 

Luke 6: 
20-31 

Ted Fisk First Sunday Praise 

10th 

THIRD SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT  

10:00 
am 

Job 19: 
23-27a 

Geoff 
Armstrong 

2 Thessalonians 
2: 

1-5, 13-17 

James 
Forrester 

Luke 20: 
27-38 

17th 

SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT 

10:00 
am 

Malachi 4: 
1-2a 

Liz 
Bridgeman 

2 Thessalonians 3: 
6-13 

Roger 
Bridgeman 

Luke 21: 
5-19 

24th 

CHRIST THE KING (Sunday next before Advent) 

10:00 
am 

Jeremiah 23: 
1-6 

John 
Worthington 

Colossians 1: 
11-20 

Tony 
Masters 

Luke 23: 
33-43 

Dec  
1st 

ADVENT SUNDAY 

10:00 
am 

Isaiah 2: 
1-5 

Simon 
Marshall 

Romans 13: 
11-14 

 Caroline 
Herron 

Matthew 24: 
36-44 
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Intercessions 

 9:00 am 10:00 am 

November 3rd Mark Tony Masters 
10th - Niccy Fisher 

17th - Jo Astle 

24th - Nick Drewett 
December 1st Mark Tony Masters 

 
Bread and Wine                      Coffee 

November 3rd Caroline Herron & Juliet Mills Jan & Tanwen Fisk 
10th Tony & Christine Masters Tony & Christine Masters 

17th Christine Payne & Ann Meekings Johanna Jones & Kate Drewett 
24th Joy Cunningham & Carole Mills Lin Witherington & Joan Dyke 

December 1st Simon & Sonia Marshall Johanna Jones & Jill Ironside 
 

Flowers         Cleaning 

November 3rd Vacant 
 4th– 17th John & Linda Sellars 10th Remembrance 

Sunday 
17th Vacant 

18th – Dec 1st 
Josie Waghorn & Joy 

Cunningham 24th Vacant 

December 1st Advent   

 
 
 

 
 

OPEN EVENING  
at The Deepings School  

Main Hall 
Tuesday 12th November 2019 

 Presented by Nick Grounds 
‘The Apple Tree' 

 
Tickets £12 on the Door, to include a glass of Bucks Fizz 

Doors Open 6.30pm for 7.30pm 
Festive Stalls – Grand Raffle of all the Floral Arrangements 

Enquiries Sue Boardman 01778 349419 
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(The following is the latest article from Lincoln which has been sent for inclusion in Parish 
magazines for November.) 
 

 From the Diocese 

Looking forward to Advent and Christmas 
 
The Church of England has announced that, following very positive feedback and also 
extensive engagement at a local level, #FollowTheStar will again provide the theme for its 
Christmas ‘campaign’ in 2019 and 2020.   
 
In making this announcement, the Church of England has produced a helpful checklist of 
things that churches might do to prepare for Advent and Christmas this year.  One of the key 
messages being shared is the value of the free listings that are provided for each parish 
church via A Church Near You (see www.achurchnearyou.com).  As the Church of England 
states, ‘A Church Near You receives more than 12 million page-views each year, and 81 per 
cent of people who visit the site are first-time visitors’, meaning that there is a great 
opportunity to use the site so as to encourage local church attendance. 
 
The Church of England reports that there are now more than 16,300 church editors on A 
Church Near You, and all parishes across the country are being encouraged to ensure that their 
listings are up to date and include details of Christmas services.  (Further information is 
available at www.achurcnhearyou.com or by contacting the diocesan Communications team 
on 01522 50 40 37/01522 50 40 64.) 
 
A further element of #FollowTheStar this year will include a #FollowTheStar: Twelve Days of 
Christmas booklet (available to buy in packs of 10).  Written by the Revd Mina Munns, the 
booklet’s content is designed for use from Christmas Day onwards and will offer readers an 
opportunity to ‘experience the wonder and excitement of the Wise Men’s journey as they 
travel towards Jesus’. 
 
An accompanying leaflet and app are also available.  Churches might wish to use the leaflet 
to encourage people to engage with daily Christian reflections over the Christmas period.  It 
contains a short challenge for each day, plus QR codes linking to the reflections on the 
#FollowTheStar app.  (The reflections will also be available as daily emails, and there will be 
family craft activities linked to each day’s theme.) 
 
The Church of England has partnered with CPO on a range of stationery and publicity resources 
that can be bought online from www.churchprinthub.org (search for Follow The Star), and free 
digital resources are online at www.churchofengland.org/christmas 
 
In addition, this year there will be a brand-new video tool that will allow churches to produce 
customisable videos to share at church and on their social media, with the aim of encouraging 
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people to attend local services and events, plus there will be a range of new video adverts for 
use throughout December. 
 
Finally, if churches are able to display a star on their building, they are invited to ‘tag’ this on A 
Church Near You and share a photo of it on social media using #FollowTheStar. 
 
At a diocesan level, the Communications Team would be very pleased to hear of how 
churches might be planning to share in this year’s #FollowTheStar ‘campaign’.  Our telephone 
numbers are above, or you might wish to email us at communications@lincoln.anglican.org 
 
 

 News from The Tower 
 
There is no news from the bellringers this month but this gives me a 
chance to say how much many of us appreciate the weekly ringing 
before the Sunday morning services and on other special occasions.  
I think I have said before how welcoming Victoria and I found the 
sound of the bells on that first Sunday of 1988 when we had just 
arrived in Deeping St James - and yes, we could hear them out at 
Cranmore!  I know that Hilary and the team would be delighted to 
welcome more people willing to learn the noble art of campanology 
- we have a fine peal of bells at the Priory.  Please contact Hilary if 
you are interested. 

John 

 
 

 In conclusion 
 
Full details of services and events during December will obviously be published in next 
month's magazine.  However,  as last year, we should like to draw your attention to the 
changes to the services on the first two Sundays as follows: 
 
 Sunday, December 1st (Advent Sunday): (one morning service only) 
  10.00 am   Sung Eucharist with Prayers for Healing 
  6.00 pm Advent Carol Service 
 
 Sunday, December 8th: (morning services will follow the pattern of a first Sunday) 
  9.00 am Holy Communion (said) 
  10.00 am Sunday Praise 

 


