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From the Vicar 

 
 
 

 
‘Sabbath’ is one of the foundational concepts in scripture – 
one, you could say, that is hard-wired into the DNA of 
creation.  It is found in the account of creation in Genesis 2, 
where …on the seventh day God finished the work that he had 
done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that 
he had done.  So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, 
because on it God rested from all the work that he had done 
in creation. 
 

This pattern is taken up as a pattern for humanity in the 10 
Commandments.  Remember the sabbath day, and keep it 
holy.  Six days you shall labour and do all your work.  But the 
seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your God; you shall not 
do any work…  For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in 
them, but rested the seventh day;  therefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day and 
consecrated it.  Even the land had a sabbath - When you enter the land that I am giving you, 
the land shall observe a sabbath for the LORD.  Six years you shall sow your field, and six 
years you shall prune your vineyard, and gather in their yield; but in the seventh year there 
shall be a sabbath of complete rest for the land, a sabbath for the LORD… (Lev 25: 2-4). 
 

The Hebrew word used of this sabbath year is shmitah, literally release – release from the 
pressures of production, so that the land will be more fruitful the next year. 
 

Many professions have this idea of ‘sabbatical’ as part of their common practice.  
Academics and doctors, for example, can use it as a time to focus on study, to write a book, 
or to offer their skills in some needy part of the world. 
 

The church too requires its clergy to take sabbaticals – every 7 years while serving, and, 
particularly upon reaching retirement age.  It is this period of sabbatical that Sonia has now 
reached.  The reasoning behind this is that there is to be a time set apart to ‘release’ the 
patterns and pressures that have governed working life, to take a well-earned rest, and to 
prepare for the next chapter of life’s story.  How this is spent will be very much open to the 
individual, but will likely consist of rest, retreat, time to catch up on some in-depth study 
(ask Sonia about the Medieval Guilds!) and reflection about the pattern of work and life in 
the future. 

(Continued on page 10) 
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In this Month’s Priory News … 
 
 
 

 
Dear Readers, 

 

We are a bit short of copy this month - 
maybe the tempting evening weather has 
had something to do with it?  After all, who 
wants to be stuck indoors slaving over a hot 
notepad when the alternative is to sit 
outside with a Pimms and a good book?  
Well, if that's the case, I've got news for you - 
the nights are drawing in, the temperature is 
set to drop and the central heating will soon 
be turned on.  Some might say this is an ideal 
time to put pen to paper as we draw closer 
to  . . .  no, I'm not going to be the first to say 
it!  (I will say, I didn't mean Brexit!) 
 

We already have a second poem for our new 
Poets' Corner but we are saving it until next 
month.  Several people have said what a 
good idea they think it is, but few have 
volunteered contributions so far. Perhaps 
writing poetry is not your thing, so instead,  
why not send in a ghost story to suit the time 
of year?  In the meantime, don't forget to 
put your clocks back on October 26th or you 
might find yourself with a long wait for the 
morning service on the 27th! 

John. 

Continuing to look back at some of Margaret's 
recipes from the past, we have a Stir Fry recipe 
which first appeared in August 2001. So, out 
with the wok! 

The grapes in the church hall garden 
pictured on the front cover this month 
were funded by the Church Ladies' 
Fellowship.  Our thanks to Chris Halley for 
the photograph. 
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coming. Please note: pictures containing recognisable children must be 
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John Worthington, Cranmore Farmhouse, DSJ - Tel: 343860      priorynews@dsj.org.uk 
Please let us have your contributions for the November issue of Priory News 

BEFORE the deadline of Monday 21st October. Thank you. 
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Reports, News & Dates For Your Diary 
 

 Mission Matters 
 

No news is good news they say, but as far as Mission Matters is concerned it means that 
there are no big events on the horizon until December (see below).  We shall have hosted 
the Greenwood Quire for a concert just before the Priory News was printed, and we hope 
that those of you who came will have enjoyed this concert.   All proceeds will go towards 
Mission Matters funds.  
 

Music and Poetry Evening (or Christmas extravaganza!)  
 
As mentioned in the last magazine, the next event will be on December 14th, our Music and 
Poetry evening.  Plans are being made and we hope that you will all come along and take 
part, as audience member or performer, the choice is yours! 
 

Victoria  

 

 Harvest Flowers 
 
A very big thank you to all the flower ladies who helped to decorate the church for the 
Harvest Festival service.  It was very much appreciated, thank you. 
 

Christine 

 

 News from The Tower 
 
We are sorry that bells have not been rung on the odd Sunday 
recently.  The main reason being ringers who have had major 
operations and at this time of the year, several who have been on 
holiday. 
 
On the 21st September we managed to get a full team to ring for a 
wedding.  Also later that day we had visitors from Edenbridge, Kent 
who rang for 45 minutes. 
 
We have three learning to ring on a Friday night who are progressing well. 

Mike 
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 Music for a While 
 
Our next “Music for a While” informal afternoon of music will be held on Thursday, 10th 
October, starting at 2.30 pm in our barn at Cranmore Farmhouse. Chris Brown  has agreed 
to entertain us with his selection of music.  Finishing with a cup of tea and a slice of cake 
this promises to be an enjoyable afternoon.  Do join us but please let us know beforehand if  
you intend to come so that we can keep a slice of cake and a seat for you! 

John 

 

 Churches Together News 
 

A warm invitation is extended to all to attend the United Service to be held at our Church 
on 20th October at 6pm.  The preacher will be Rev William Booker from the Stamford and 
Rhyall Methodist Circuit, and who is also one of the Chaplains at Peterborough City 
Hospital.  The theme of service will be based around the healing ministry and will include a 
presentation from The Open the Book Team which has been presenting bible stories at 
Linchfield School since last year. 
 
Looking further ahead Churches Together have again got a pitch at the Christmas Market 
on December 1st. We will be giving visitors Christmas cards with details of all our churches 
Christmas services, children will be able to decorate biscuits and there will be an 
opportunity to leave a prayer on the prayer tree. Our congregations will be asked to assist 
in manning the stall for up to an hour between 12md and 4pm. Look out for the Rota during 
November.  
 
If anyone is interested in finding out more about what Churches Together is and does 
please speak to either myself or Jan Fisk who are the Priory Church representatives. 

Kate  

 

 Harvest Festival and Lunch 
 
Following a successful auction of produce after the 
10am service which raised around £200.00; sixty 
members of the congregation and guests enjoyed a 
splendid Harvest Lunch in the Church Hall.  The lunch 
also raised around £200.00.  All the monies raised will 
be passed on to the Food Bank, along with the food 
donations from the congregation.  Many thanks to Margaret and the Social Committee for 
another successful event. 

Caroline 
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Registers for August 
 

Baptisms: We welcome into the Lord's Family: 
 4th Robin Stanley Ben Plumridge  
 
Weddings: We congratulate: 
 17th Ryan James Overson & Charlotte Louise Evans 
 30th Christopher Michael Dolby & Zoe Alexandra Jane Smith 
 

Funerals: We commend to God’s keeping: 
 19th Evelyn Ann Smitheringale  
 
 
 
  

 

Cooking with Margaret 
Pork & Pineapple Stir Fry 

 
Ingredients 
 

1 lean pork steak cut into thin 
strips 
1 small can pineapple pieces in 
natural juice 
1 tbsp tomato ketchup 
1 tsp sunflower oil 
1 handful shredded white 
cabbage 
1 small carrot cut into thin strips 
Salt and black pepper 

Method 
 

Drain juice from pineapple pieces and mix with tomato 
ketchup and seasoning; 
Heat oil in a wok or frying pan and add pork;   
Stir fry until browned;   
Add cabbage and carrot and stir fry for 2 minutes; 
Add half the pineapple pieces and stir in the juice and 
ketchup mixture; 
Bring to the boil and simmer for 2-3 minutes until liquid 
is reduced by half; 
Serve with noodles and spring cabbage. 
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 Notes from the Organist   
 
We are fortunate at Deeping Priory to have a fine organ to 
enhance the music in this church. It also has an interesting 
history, which is my topic in this month’s article. 
 
The instrument we hear today, 
although historic, was not with us 

until 1971. Before that, according to my research, the church had 
a much smaller and probably not very distinguished organ built by 
Morton & Moody of Oakham. Does anyone here today remember 
it? I would be interested in your recollections! 
 
Meanwhile in Lincoln, in 1970 the church of St. Martin West 
Parade, was closed and subsequently demolished. Lincoln’s 
misfortune proved to be Deeping St. James’s gain however, as it 
left a fairly substantial organ looking for a new home.  This instrument dated from 1902 and 
was built by the well-respected firm Abbot & Smith of Leeds. It was a 3 manual instrument 
typical of its type, designed to give a solid lead to congregational singing and subtle 
accompaniment to a choir.  Rather than a traditional key action it had the innovative for the 
time ‘tubular pneumatic’ mechanism; the usual levers between key and pipe replaced with 
a system of tubes and valves working with air pressure.  This allowed organs of this time to 
become bigger, and gave more flexibility in layout without making the keys too stiff to play! 
 
In 1971 the instrument was moved to Deeping by Gainsborough organ builder T.L. Jubb.  
Probably it was at this time the key action was converted to electric, allowing the console to 
be moved a slight distance from the pipes, giving the organist a better appreciation of the 
sound. The pipework remained substantially as it had originally been made. 
 
In 2003 a more significant rebuild was carried out by Henry Groves & Son.  The console was 
fully modernised and a few alterations were made to the pipework, somewhat diluting the 
original character of the organ but also adding some useful extra colours and possibilities. 
So essentially we have an organ which is mechanically modern, but with (mostly) the tonal 
characteristics of an Edwardian instrument.  It is excellent for leading the congregation and 
accompanying the choir, and also versatile when it comes to solo repertoire.  It has 
beautiful strings and flutes, singing diapasons, bright choruses and stirring trumpet stops. 
The modern ‘driver aids’ make it easy to exploit to the full, allowing the successful 
performance of everything from renaissance music, through Bach, Edwardian marches and 
onto contemporary music and jazz.  I will enjoy playing it, and I hope you enjoy listening! 
 

Chris 
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR OCTOBER 2019 
 

1st Tuesday Remigius, Bishop of Rheims, Apostle of the Franks, 533 
 

2nd Wednesday 9:30 am  Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   7:30 pm  House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 

3rd Thursday 9:30 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   1:00 pm  Thanksgiving Service for Keith Woodthorpe 
   7:30 pm  Church Ladies’ Fellowship: Amateur Dramatics 
 

4th Friday  Francis of Assisi, Founder of the Friars Minor, 1226 
   5:30 pm  Friday Knights 
   6:45 pm  Choir Practice 
   7:30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 

5th Saturday 10:00-12:00 Church Ladies’ Fellowship Coffee Morning 
 

6th SUNDAY SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 22) 

   9:00 am  Holy Communion (said)    
   10:00 am  First Sunday Praise 
   11.30 am  Baptism of Isla Terri Coupland 
   6:00 pm  Choral Evensong 
 

8th Tuesday 9:00 am  Deanery Clergy Chapter 
 

9th Wednesday 9:30 am  DSJ CP School Harvest Service; Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   2:00 pm  Holy Communion at Braeburn Lodge 
   7:30 pm  House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 

10th Thursday Paulinus, Bishop of York, 644; Thomas Traherne, Poet, 1674 
   9:30 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   9:00 pm  Wedding Rehearsal in church 
 

11th Friday  5:30 pm  Friday Knights 
   6:45 pm  Choir Practice 
   7:30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 

12th Saturday Wilfrid of Ripon, Missionary, 709 
   12:30 pm  Wedding of William Michael Osborne & 
       Louise Jane Thresher 
 

13th SUNDAY SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 23) 

   9:50 am  Junior Church 
   10:00 am  Sung Eucharist with Prayers for Healing 
 

15th Tuesday Teresa of Avila, Mystic, Teacher of the Faith, 1592 
 

16th Wednesday Nicholas Ridley & Hugh Latimer, Reformation Martyrs 1555 
   9:30 am  Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   7:30 pm  House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
   7:30 pm  Deanery Synod: Gosberton 
 

17th Thursday Ignatius, Bishop of Antioch, Martyr, 107 
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   9:30 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   7:30 pm  Church Ladies’ Fellowship: Harvest Supper & Auction 
18th Friday  LUKE THE EVANGELIST 
   5:30 pm  Friday Knights 
   6:45 pm  Choir Practice 
   7:30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 

19th Saturday Henry Martin, Translator, Missionary in India & Persia, 1812 
 

20th SUNDAY EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY  (Proper 24)  

   10:00 am  Family Eucharist 
   6:00 pm  Churches Together Service: Priory Church 
 

23rd Wednesday 9:30 am  Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   7:30 pm  House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 

24th Thursday 9:30 am  Holy Communion (said) 
 

25th Friday  Crispin & Crispinian, Martyrs at Rome, 287 
   5:30 pm  Friday Knights 
   6:45 pm  Choir Practice 
   7:30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 

26th Saturday Alfred the Great, King of the West Saxons, Scholar, 899 
 

27th SUNDAY LAST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY  (Proper 25)  BIBLE SUNDAY  

   10:00 am  Sung Eucharist 
 

28th Monday SIMON & JUDE, APOSTLES 
   7:00 pm  Worship Committee meeting 
 

29th Tuesday James Hannington, Bishop, Martyr in Uganda, 1885 
 

30th Wednesday 9:30 am  Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   7:30 pm  PCC meeting preceded by Communion at 7.00 pm 
   7:30 pm  House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 

31st Thursday Martin Luther, Reformer, 1546 
   9:30 am  Holy Communion (said) 
 

November 
 

1st Friday  ALL SAINTS DAY (see Sunday 3rd) 
   5:30 pm  Friday Knights 
   6:45 pm  Choir Practice 
   7:30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 

2nd Saturday Commemoration of the Faithful Departed (All Souls'Day) [see Sunday 3rd] 
 

3rd SUNDAY ALL SAINTS' SUNDAY (transferred from Friday 1st) 

   9:00 am  Holy Communion (said)    
   10:00 am  First Sunday Praise 
   3:00 pm  Remembering Our Loved Ones; followed by refreshments 
   6:00 pm  Choral Evensong 
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 Saint of the month: 29th October: 

James Hannington 

 

James Hannington was born in 1847 at Hurstpierpoint in 
Sussex, his family owning Hanningtons Department Stores.  Not 
academically inclined, he left school at 15 to work for his father 
and also served in the Sussex Artillery volunteers with the rank 
of major. 
 

A change in his life came with the chapel in the grounds of his 
father’s house being licensed for services in 1867 and his 

mother’s death in 1872.  James then decided to pursue a clerical career.  He was ordained 
in 1874 and became curate in charge of St George’s Hurstpierpoint the following year. 
 

In 1882 he volunteered for missionary work in South Africa having heard of the murder of 
missionaries near Lake Victoria.  In 1884 he was ordained bishop of East Africa and landed 
at Freetown near Mombasa, Kenya,hoping to find a shorter route inland to Uganda.  His 
chosen route took him through the sensitive area of Busoga.  The native king, suspicious of 
German imperialism, forbade him to continue as a challenge to European powers but 
Hannington went on.  He and his party were imprisoned and then killed by native chiefs, 
Hannington being speared on both sides of his body.  A Roman Catholic official at the king’s 
court criticised the murders and was himself beheaded.  A widespread persecution of 
Christians then followed, Hannington and his companions being recognised as the first 
martyrs of Uganda. 
 

A memorial church dedicated to Bishop Hannington was erected at Hove in 1938. 
 

Revd Sonia 

 

From the Vicar    (continued from page 1) 
 

The diocese looks to a period of about 6 months, during which clergy rest 
from their priestly ministry.  But Sonia will not be disappearing from our 
fellowship.  She will still be here – and you can ask her how her sabbatical is 
going.  After this period, clergy can be given Permission to Officiate (PTO) by 

the Bishop, and resume their priestly role - inspired and invigorated by their sabbath rest. 
 

Sonia might be inspired by the reflection of the practice of Jesus contained in one of our 
best-loved hymns, taken from a longer poem by the Quaker John Greenleaf Whittier called 
‘The Brewing of Soma’ - O Sabbath rest by Galilee! O calm of hills above, where Jesus knelt 
to share with thee the silence of eternity, interpreted by love! 
 

Revd Mark 
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 NIATRIO Concert 8th Sept. 
 
On a sunny Sunday afternoon, a good-sized audience gathered expectantly for this, the first 
of three concerts at the Priory Church this autumn. They were not to be disappointed as 
this proved to be a vibrant and highly accomplished group of musicians who thrilled us with 
their virtuosity. Flautist, Abigail Fletcher, a Deeping St James girl and her friend and duo 
partner Isobel Kent have just gained their degrees in performance at Trinity Laban 
Conservatoire, London and they were joined on piano by Chris Brown, the Priory Church’s 
new Director of Music. 
 

Abigail began the concert by expressing her 
thanks to the DSJ United Charities who have 
supported her throughout her flute studies 
and will continue to do so as Abigail starts her 
MA in performance in Cologne, Germany.  The 
programme was totally unfamiliar to me but 
covered a wide range of periods. My personal 
favourite was by the Czech composer JW 
Kaliwoda which contained many attractive folk 
music influences from his country. A feature of 
many pieces was the high degree of technical 
difficulty which all three players executed with 
a fluid ease that only hours of dedicated 
practice can achieve. The whole afternoon was 
a total delight. Thank you, the NiaTrio. 
 

Philip 

 
 

(Pictured, left to right, are Isobel, Chris and Abigail. Our 
thanks to Chris Halley for the photograph.) 

 
 

 Stop Press! 
 
You will be pleased to know that the Macmillan Coffee Morning held 
on Friday, September 27th raised over £600 for this very worthy cause.  
Thanks to everyone concerned for a very enjoyable morning.  
 
Please make a note in your diaries that the next coffee morning will be organised by the 
Church Ladies' Fellowship in the church hall on Saturday, 5th October beginning at 10.00 
am.  
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 The Chorister’s Confession 
 
Almighty and most merciful Choirmaster, 
We have erred and strayed from thy beat like 
lost sheep. 
We have followed too much the intonation and 
tempi of our own hearts. 
We have offended against thy dynamic markings, 
We have left unsung the notes we ought to have 
sung, 
And have sung the notes we ought not to have 
sung, 
And there is no breath in us. 
But thou, O Choirmaster, have mercy on us, miserable singers, 
Succour the chorally challenged, 
Restore thou them that need extra note bashing, 
Spare thou them without pencils. 
Pardon our mistakes, 
And have faith that we will follow thy directions, 
And sing together in perfect harmony. 
Amen. 
 
[We are grateful to Helen who somehow managed to smuggle this from the choir vestry in 
Lichfield Cathedral!] 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Don’t miss … 
 

 A visit to the Key Theatre on October 25th to see Emily 
Boswall appearing as Dorothy in the Ballet Theatre UK 
production of The Wizard of Oz.  For further 
information visit : 
https://www.vivacity.org/whatson/theatre-and-arts/the-
wizard-of-oz/ 

  

https://www.newtheatre-peterborough.com/events/the-wizard-of-oz/
https://www.newtheatre-peterborough.com/events/the-wizard-of-oz/
https://www.newtheatre-peterborough.com/events/the-wizard-of-oz/
https://www.newtheatre-peterborough.com/events/the-wizard-of-oz/
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 From our (rather limited) archives 
 

From time to time we enjoy browsing through the few 
remaining and rather tattered copies of the parish 
magazines from the 1950s and 1960s which we have.  
Once again we bring you a few extracts which  serve to 
show how certain aspects of life have changed over 
the past sixty years.  It's fascinating to discover that it 
wasn't just my own mother's week which was so 
'regimented' (and based around a very different view 
of the female rôle!)   

Do you have 
any similar 
snippets from  
childhood 
days which 
you could 
share with us?  
Please let us 
know and also, 
if you have 
any copies of 
our parish 
magazine from 
last century, 
please could 
we borrow 
them?  (We'll 
take great 
care of them.) 
 

And do you remember when your children used to 
help mummy and daddy to clear the snow from the 

path? 
 
(Indeed, do you 
remember when 
it used to really 
snow instead of 
half-heartedly 
apologising?) 
 
 
 

      (Now where have I seen that caption before?) 
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Servers 

 9:00 am 10:00am 6:00 pm 

6th Geoff Paul John 

13th - Chris & Nick - 
20th - Chris & Nick - 

27th - Simon & John - 
November 3rd Geoff Paul John 

 
 
Sidesmen 

6th A Jane Thompson, Sandra Childs & Adrian Hallam 

13th B Liz Bridgman, Chris Pearce & Ann Meekings 
20th C Tim Hitchbourn & Christine Masters 

27th D Trevor Harwood & Kim Hallam 
November 3rd E Juliet Mills, Margaret Flegg & James Forrester 

 
  

Readings and Readers for October 
 1st Reading 1st Reader 2nd Reading 2nd Reader Gospel 

6th 

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 22) 

9:00 
am 

Hab 1: 
1-4; 2:1-4 

Simon 
Marshall 

2 Tim 1: 
1-14 

Martin Fisher 
Luke 17: 

5-10 

10:00 
am 

Luke 17: 
5-10 

Vicki 
Billyard 

First Sunday Praise 

13th 

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 23) 

10:00 
am 

2 Kings 5: 
1-3, 7-15c 

Lisa 
Goodchild 

2 Timothy 2: 
8-15 

Jane 
Thompson 

Luke 17: 
11-19 

20th 

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 24) 

10:00 
am 

Genesis 32: 
22-31 

Trevor 
Harwood 

2 Timothy 3: 
14- 4:5 

Joy 
Cunningham 

Luke 18: 
1-8 

27th 

LAST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY  BIBLE SUNDAY (Proper 25) 

10:00 
am 

Isaiah 45: 
22-25 

Ann 
Bennett 

Romans 15: 
1-6 

Kate Drewitt 
Luke 4: 
16-24 

Nov  
3rd 

ALL SAINTS' SUNDAY  (Transferred from Friday 1st) 

9:00 
am 

Daniel 7: 
1-3, 15-18 

Martin 
Fisher 

Ephesians 1: 
11-25 

Niccy 
Fisher 

Luke 6: 
20-31 

10:00 
am 

Luke 6: 
20-31 

Ted 
Fisk 

First Sunday Praise 
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Intercessions 

 9:00 am 10:00 am 
6th Mark Tony Masters 

13th - Jo Astle 
20th - Niccy Fisher 

27th - Nick Drewett 

November 3rd Mark Tony Masters 
 
Bread and Wine                      Coffee 

6th John & Linda Sellars Johanna Jones & Jill Ironside 

13th Joy Cunningham 7 Carole Mills Ann Bennett & Penny Hebblewhite 
20th Christine Payne & Ann Meekings Val Wilde & Margaret Merchant 

27th John & Victoria Worthington John & Victoria Worthington 
Nov 3rd Margaret Flegg & Juliet Mills Jan & Tanwen Fisk 

 
Flowers         Cleaning 

6th Harvest Flowers 
Oct 7th - 20th Catharine Boswall 

13th  Vacant 

20th Carole Mills 
21st - Nov 3rd Jan & Tanwen Fisk 

27th Eileen Day 

Nov 3rd Vacant Nov 4th - 17th John & LInda Sellars 

 
 

 West Gallery Story - an enjoyable Sunday afternoon 
 
We had seen the posters and heard the hype and we certainly weren't disappointed!  Some 
of us remember the last time that The Greenwood Quire visited our church to perform 
some of the music which used to be heard in English churches during the 17th and 18th 
centuries and this latest concert, dare I say, even topped that one.  There were around 
thirty performers, both singers and instrumentalists, who gave a very varied programme in 
both music and words and we were quickly drawn into the spirit of the period through 
energetic and enthusiastic renderings of songs, hymns and short dramatic readings and 
sketches.  Although, unlike the performers who wore colourful period costumes, we were 
definitely a 21st century audience, we thoroughly enjoyed joining in to sing Wesley's "Love 
divine" to the well-known tune, "Blaenwern".  All in all it was a splendid afternoon with 
delicious tea and cakes to follow and the magnificent sum of over £350 was raised in aid of 
Mission Matters charity funds - a big 'thankyou' to all who attended. 

John 

(Owing to an unfortunate mix-up we don't yet have any pictures for you, but we're working 
on it and hopefully will have one for next month's magazine.) 
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 News from the Diocese 
 

Hello! I’m Sarah, Discipleship in the World Officer across the 
Diocese of Lincoln – from the Humber to The Wash. I came to the 
role in January after a 23-year career in education and most 
recently as a school chaplain and family worker in Scunthorpe. 
I’m here to support our outward-facing mission, integrating our 
faith into our everyday lives through loving service and focusing 
on areas such as social justice, modern slavery, and our care for 
creation.  
As Christians, we are disciples committed to following and 
learning from Jesus Christ; we are all called to live as disciples in 
this world. With the image of a tree firmly etched in my mind, I 

see a network of branches, rooted in Christ, through which God can bear fruit (John 15.1–
8). Our rootedness in Christ is strengthened through our worship, prayer, Bible study and 
fellowship; we grow when we see God at work in our everyday contexts where he uses us 
to be his hands and feet. Our daily lives become acts of worship, as our decisions, priorities 
and actions are all informed by being a follower of Jesus. 
Already there are many fantastic examples of discipleship going on around the diocese: 
from Dementia Cafes, to emergency faith responders, befriending the isolated and 
delivering many food projects, identifying modern slavery, working with vulnerable young 
people and planting community woodlands. Many have been supported by funding from 
the Bishop of Lincoln’s Social Justice Fund. As my role is to support and strengthen our 
creative responses to faith in action, I am keen to hear from people who are considering 
how to better ‘love their neighbour’, both locally and globally. 
Wherever we are, whoever we are, God chooses to use us, as we commit to follow. The 
radical love of Jesus transforms both individuals and communities as well as the structures 
that oppress people. This is our calling too.  So as you seek to put your faith into action, 
remember that we are not alone. Please do get in contact; it would be great to hear what 
you are up to and to be able to support you in your actions! 
 

Sarah Spencer 

Discipleship in the World Officer 

 
Email: sarah.spencer@lincoln.anglican.org 
Telephone: 01522 50 40 75 
Mobile: 07454 54 10 61 
 


