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From the Curate 
 
 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

When I went shopping the other day I had to look around a bit 
more for the things I wanted because the displays had all been 
changed. Your eye was immediately drawn on entering to the 
things that were new or seasonal: school uniforms, new products, 
clothes for the autumn replacing summer’s t-shirts and shorts. The 
things I needed were still there but what was new immediately 
stood out. 
 

From September you will also find some things that are new in 
Church. Don’t worry, our regular services will still be there, but 
there are some new and exciting ventures that we must draw your 
attention to. On Wednesday mornings at 9.30 a.m., Sue will be starting what we hope will 
be a regular Mums and Toddlers’ service and meeting. Already interest has been expressed 
by one of our local nursey schools. Do spread the word to any young Mums you know. 
 

At the other end of the age groups, you will be aware that Rev. Linda Elliott has been taking 
services at Braeburn Lodge care Home.  Now that transport has been arranged we hope 
that some of the residents will join us in church for worship on one Sunday in the month, 
the first of these being our Harvest Festival (which will now be held on the last Sunday in 
September rather than the first in October). 
 

If you’ve picked up in church your copy of Crosslincs, the diocesan newsletter, you will see 
that our programme of concerts for the Autumn season, ‘Music at the Priory,’ has been 
prominently displayed. Any funds raised will go towards maintaining our long-standing 
musical tradition. 
 

Finally our course ‘Leading your Church into Growth’ has resulted in the formation of a new 
strategic planning group which will meet on a regular basis to discuss mission and outreach 
in the parish. Our existing ‘Mission Matters’ group will still continue unchanged in its work 
of raising funds for worthy causes. 
 

All in all, some exciting new developments making ‘Back to Church’ in September an 
unmissable event! 
 

With every blessing, 

Rev’d Sonia 

 



3 
 

Parish Directory 
Vicar The Revd Susan Paterson vicar@dsj.org.uk 

Curate The Revd Sonia Marshal l curate@dsj.org.uk 

Churchwardens 
Caroline Herron 
Nick Drewett churchwarden@dsj.org.uk 

Assistant Churchwardens 
Doris Bellairs  
John Worthington 

 

Parochial Church Council   
Chairman The Vicar vicar@dsj.org.uk  
Vice-Chairman Canon Niccy Fisher  
Hon. Secretary Roger Bridgeman  
Hon. Treasurer Simon Marshall treasurer@dsj.org.uk 
Covenant Secretary Peter Wilde  
Electoral Roll Officer Barry Fisher  

Synod Members   

Diocesan Synod 
The Revd Sue Paterson 
Canon Niccy Fisher 

 

Deanery Synod 

The Revd Sue Paterson  
The Revd Sonia Marshall  
Canon Niccy Fisher  
Simon Marshall  
Jo Astle  

Organist  & 

Interim Choir Master 
Philip Spratley organist@dsj.org.uk 

Organisations   
Bellringers Hilary Gentle ringers@dsj.org.uk 
Church Hall Bookings Nick Drewett churchhall@dsj.org.uk 
Church Ladies’ Fellowship Margaret Flegg  

Church Coffee Group 
Jane Thompson  

Margaret Flegg  

Church Flowers 
Pauline Brooksbank  
Christine Masters  

House Group Doris Warner  
Rose & Sweet Pea Show Vacant roseandsweetpea@dsj.org.uk 

Junior Church Lisa Goodchild juniorchurch@dsj.org.uk 

Priory News   

Editors 
Caroline Herron 
John Worthington 

priorynews@dsj.org.uk 

Advertising John Marsh  
Printing John Worthington  
Distribution Doris Bellairs  
Webmaster  John Worthington webmaster@dsj.org.uk  

 

mailto:vicar@dsj.org.uk
mailto:curate@dsj.org.uk
mailto:churchwarden@dsj.org.uk
mailto:vicar@dsj.org.uk
mailto:treasurer@dsj.org.uk
mailto:organist@dsj.org.uk
mailto:ringers@dsj.org.uk
mailto:churchhall@dsj.org.uk
mailto:roseandsweetpea@dsj.org.uk
mailto:juniorchurch@dsj.org.uk
mailto:priorynews@dsj.org.uk
mailto:webmaster@dsj.org.uk


4 
 

 

In this Month’s Priory News … 
 
 

 
Dear Friends 
 

Hmm... Have 
you noticed how the days seem to be 
shortening?  As I write, most of the  fields 
around Stowgate have been harvested and it 
won’t be long until ploughing is under way.  
Don’t forget our Harvest celebrations on Sunday, 
September 25th culminating with the annual 
Harvest Lunch and Auction of Produce - please 
sign up for the lunch as soon as the list appears 
at the back of church. 
 

Also worthy of note (no pun intended): we have 
two more concerts in our new series of Sunday 
afternoon concerts - details elsewhere in this 
issue.  The first one was a great success so please 
support these. 
 

With the beginning of the new academic year, 
we ask for your thoughts and prayers for our 
youngsters, some of whom will be starting out on their school ‘career’ and some of whom 
will be moving on to secondary level and also for all those involved in teaching and 
supporting them in the classroom. 
 

So, as autumn begins, let’s all get involved in the various activities due to take place in the 
months ahead. 
 

John 

 

Our thanks to Margaret for yet another mouth-
watering recipe - see page 12. 

Our thanks to Chris Halley for the beautiful buddleia 
which appears on the front cover this month - the photo 
was taken in the Church Hall Garden. 
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Thanks to those who have sent in articles for Priory News. Please keep them 
coming. Please note: pictures containing recognisable children must be 
accompanied by authorisation to publish from their parents or guardians. We 
will not publish the names of children pictured unless specifically requested 
to do so by their parents or guardians. 
John Worthington, Cranmore Farmhouse, DSJ - Tel: 343860      priorynews@dsj.org.uk 
Please let us have your contributions for the October edition of Priory News BEFORE 
the deadline of Friday 23rd of September  Thank you. 

mailto:priorynews@dsj.org.uk
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Reports and News 
 

 

 From the tower 
 
On the 21st August we held our annual B.B.Q. with ringers, 
family and friends who enjoyed a variety of lovely dishes. 
Many thanks to Alan and Brenda who hosted the event.  
We have included a quiz for you this month.  Hope you enjoy! 
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 Mission Matters 
 

Dates for your diary: 
 
October 16  An illustrated talk given by Revd Sonia with musical anecdotes 
 
November 6th  Fresh Ayre Concert  at 3pm - the proceeds from this concert will be 

shared between Mission Matters and Church Funds 
 
 

Victoria 

 

 Junior Church 
 
Junior Church looks forward to seeing everyone for the family service at 10am on Sunday 
4th September and will then be in a position to share plans for the autumn term. 

Lisa 

 

Bike Ride and Stride 2016 
 

 
This year’s Ride and Stride will take place on Saturday, September 10th.  Taking part in this event 
raises funds to help preserve churches in the County.  Half of the money raised goes directly to the 
charity and the other half is kept by the participating church to help with their own funds.  

 

If you would like to take part in the event, please contact either Sarah by email at 
Roberts.sarahm@gmail.com or phone 07760 468052 or Nicholas Ridley (County Organiser) on 
01476 550055 for more information on this year’s event. 
 

 
(Again we are grateful to Revd Sonia for another of her short 
articles on one of the Saints whom we celebrate this month.) 

 

St  Ninian (d. 432)  16th September 
 

Many folk associate the conversion of Scotland with the 
movement of St Columba from Ireland to Iona in 563 A.D. 
However there is evidence that at least part of Scotland was 
evangelised more than a hundred years earlier. 
Archaeologists have shown that on the coast of Galloway, at 
the same time as the Romans were abandoning Britain, there 
was a rectangular church building surrounded by round 
houses. Also found was a Christian monument which 

included a Chi Rho symbol and the expression 'We praise the Lord' together with the names 
of the family members commemorated. 

mailto:Roberts.sarahm@gmail.com
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The Venerable  Bede writes that this was the see of St Ninian, a British bishop who had 
trained at Rome. His centre was known as 'Candida Casa' ( the  Shining White House, 
whether this was from its physical appearance or reputation is not known). At that time the 
sea rather than being a barrier was a highway of communication and the Good News could 
more easily be spread by boat than across land. The Picts of Western Scotland then were 
becoming Christian at a time when southern Britain was being taken over by the pagan 
Angles and Saxons. 
 

Around a hundred years later St Finnian is said to have left Candida Casa (Whithorn in 
Galloway) where he was trained for Ireland, founding a community at his native Moville in 
Ulster. Some writers allege that traditions about Ninian and Finnian have been confused 
and that they refer to the same person. Against this we have both the archaeological 
evidence and that of Bede writing within two hundred years of the events. For many, St 
Ninian will have a firm claim to be the patron saint of the west of Scotland. 
 

 

 
 

Market Deeping Branch 
 

We meet on the 3rd Thursday at 7:30 
 in The Green School opposite the Church 

ALL are welcome 
 

September 15th  Eucharist in Church followed by Ted Roberts talking about 
receiving the Maundy Money 

October 20th   Filling Christmas Shoe Boxes for Charity 
November 17th   Reflection: Godly Play 
December 15th   Christmas with the Mothers’ Union 
 

Join us for Prayer, fellowship and reaching out to families 
 

Kate Brown 01778 343981  kabstg@btinternet.com 
 
 
 

Registers for July 
 

Baptisms:  We welcome into the Lord’s Family: 
3rd Finley James Grayston & Oliver Jack Grayston 
 Joanne Laura Coles 
 

Weddings: We congratulate: 
23rd Stephen William Hansord &Rachel Elizabeth Hallam 
 George Thomas Ellingworth & Sarah Jane Bull 
30th Christopher John Haley & Amy Garford 
 
 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://stmartinsepsom.org/communities/1/004/011/656/001//images/4588249098_652x212.jpg&imgrefurl=http://stmartinsepsom.org/mothers-union/4574325195&docid=XiBR2BPR_H7hVM&tbnid=Upi0qOL7IpMnWM:&w=652&h=212&bih=498&biw=1093&ved=0ahUKEwjf4-3qyrnOAhVKAcAKHSK2APMQMwgnKAkwCQ&iact=mrc&uact=8
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Our thanks to Revd Sue for this month's 
contribution in our series based upon 
letters of the alphabet. 
 

G is for .....Garden 
 

Gardens play a significant part in our faith story.  There is, first of all, that lovely Garden of Eden in 
the book of Genesis.  As a child I spent many fruitless hours trying to locate it geographically, 
thinking that if only we could find it again we could all get back to that glorious and simple 
existence where literally everything in the garden was lovely and you just might stumble upon God 
walking in the cool of the evening.  If only....!  (I would have found ways of dodging past the 
cherubim with his sword of fire guarding the entrance.)  For those who like to take the bible 
literally, Eden is a bit of a facer, because it is part of the second creation story, and they can't both 
be true exactly as written. Eden, although placed after the opening chapter of Genesis, actually 
dates before it: superficially it is a more primitive story, whereas the account of earth being made 
in six days is an attempt by the writer to restore order and give a sense of identity to a people who 
found themselves exiled among peoples with other gods. 
 

If Eden gives us a picture of an idyllic setting, where everything is harmonious and effortless, 
Gethsemane gives us the direct opposite.  In the Garden of Gethsemane we have isolation, 
despair, conflict, sweat like great drops of blood, and betrayal.  It is in Gethsemane that Jesus is 
tempted to ask his Father to rescue him - a temptation he resolutely refuses.  And it is also the 
scene of one last miracle - the healing of the high priest's servant, Malchus, whose ear is cut off by 
the impetuous Peter.  In Gethsemane everything is in the balance:  Judas, hoping to spark some 
political action out of his frustratingly passive Saviour, must have been appalled when his plans all 
went so wrong.  There was to be no resistance, no liberation from the Romans, just an ignominious 
criminal's death on a cross.  
 

But the tragedy is, incredibly, redeemed in yet another garden, which we think of as the Easter 
garden.  It is in this garden that the weeping Mary Magdalene will be asked who she is looking for 
and will beg the man she supposes to be the gardener to tell her where he has put Jesus' body.  
Here her sorrow will turn to joy, and she will want to hold on for ever to the one she thought she 
had lost.  In all three gardens, though, there is a sense of movement forwards: just as I was unable 
to find again the lost Garden of Eden, so Adam and Eve were unable to find again that intimacy 
with God and the perfect world where the earth gave her fruits abundantly.  The stony pilgrimage 
had begun.  Similarly, there was no way for Judas to undo his betrayal in Gethsemane, and the 
process of trial and judgement was set in motion.  And there is no way Mary Magdalene could hold 
on to Jesus:  she had not "got him back" as he had been.  She was now embracing the risen Christ, 
and he had a task for her. 
 

Yet while there is no way back, each story gives us an example of God's grace, a redemptive 
aspect.  Adam and Eve are not cast adrift beyond God's care:  they go clothed and shod to find 
fulfilment in honest labour and bear sons who will till the land or hunt for a living.  God has not 
abandoned them: it is simply not in his nature.  (I doubt that he abandoned Judas, either: a fable of 
where Jesus went during his three days in the tomb recounts that he went to retrieve him from 
hell - and with him, all the dead.  This is "the harrowing of hell" that you see in medieval art).  And 
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the violence of Gethsemane is countered by the healing grace of Jesus, leaving his enemy's servant 
indebted to him.  Best of all, though, is the certain hope we have as Christians that Christ has 
overcome death itself - a hope first realised in that original Easter garden.  Mary Magdalene goes 
rushing off to tell the disciples the good news, thus earning herself the title of Apostle to the 
Apostles.  
 

The story continues, of course, with our own commissioning as followers of Jesus.  A favourite 
hymn puts it rather well as we are called to forsake comfort and safety in order to take the risk of 
discipleship: 
 

Not for ever in green pastures 
Would we idly rest and stay, 
But would smite the living fountain 
From the rocks along our way. 

Revd Sue 

 

View from a Pew 
 
On recovering from my thyroid operation in April, I have been part of the congregation for the past 
few months.  I am very grateful to all those people who have been regularly praying for me and 
asking after my progress each week. It's like being part of a large family and is really uplifting to 
know people care.  At first I could not join in with the hymns as I was advised to rest my voice for 
six months to give my singing voice a chance to recover.  This was quite a challenge, as many of 
you know I am a member of our illustrious choir.  During the following weeks, I soon realised I 
could just read the words and enjoy the lovely choir and listen to our magnificent organ and still 
appreciate being part the service. I even progressed to humming the tunes! 
 
I am relieved to say I now have the doctor's permission to try and get back to singing  again. This 
will be in small and tentative steps, but hopefully I shall soon be in fairly good voice enough to 
rejoin the choir when we all regroup in September.  They say, we only miss something when it's 
taken away from us - but I hope I have learnt to have more patience and faith during these last few 
months.  Suffice to say, we all have a voice - don't be shy - use it and enjoy it. I have heard some 
great singing whilst in my different pew.  Keep singing,  Thank you 
 

Lin Witherington  

Music at the Priory - an evening to remember 
 
On Friday, July 29th., the first in a series of concerts planned for the year took place in 
church.  It took the form of a Recital for Tenor, Harp and Piano given by Simon Lumby, 
Rowena Bass and Anne de Villiers. 
 
The programme was varied and included two songs by John Dowland, which, although 
originally intended for lute accompaniment, sounded, for me at least, just as well when 
accompanied by the harp.  The dark sentiments of "If my Complaints" contrasted well with 
the tenderness of "Come again", showing a wonderful sensitivity in both performers. 

(continued on page 14) 
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR SEPTEMBER 2016 
 

1st Thursday 9:30am  Holy Communion 
   10:30 am Home Communions 
   7:45pm  Church Ladies’ Fellowship: Opening Service & Supper 
 

2nd Friday  Practice Night: 
   6:45 pm  Choir 
   7:30 pm   Ringers 
 

3rd Saturday Gregory the Great, Bishop of Rome, Teacher, 604 
 

4th SUNDAY  TRINITY 15  (Proper 18) 

   9:00 am  Holy Communion (Order One: said) 
   10:00 am Family Service with Holy Baptism of Liam Joshua 

Henderson 
   3:30 pm  Popular Organ Music: Ron Berry 
 

6th Tuesday 2:00 pm  Communion Service at Braeburn Lodge 
 

7th Wednesday 9:30 am  Holy Chaos - toddler service 
   7:30 pm  PCC  meeting 
 

8th Thursday The Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
   9:30 am  Holy Communion 
 

9th Friday  Practice Night: 
   1:00 pm  David John Howe and Holly Alexandra Asplin 
   6:45 pm  Choir 
   7:30 pm   Ringers 
 

10th  Saturday Ride and Stride 
 

11th SUNDAY TRINITY 16 (Proper 19) 

   10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
 

13th Tuesday John Chrysostom, Bishop of Constantinople, Teacher, 407 
   9:30 am  Deanery Clergy Chapter 
 

14th Wednesday HOLY CROSS DAY 
   9:30 am  Holy Chaos - toddler service 
 

15th Thursday Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, Martyr, 258 
   9:30 am  Holy Communion 
   7:45 pm  Church Ladies’ Fellowship: History of the Deepings 
 

16th Friday  Ninian, Bishop of Galloway, Apostle of the Picts, c.432 
   Practice Night: 
   6:45 pm  Choir 
   7:30 pm   Ringers 
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17th Saturday Hildegard, Abbess of Bingen, Visionary, 1179 
 

18th SUNDAY TRINITY 17  (Proper 20) 

   10:00 am Family Communion 
   6:00 pm  Choral Evensong 
 

20th Tuesday John Coleridge Patteson, Bishop of Melanesia 
   & his Companions, Martyrs 1871 
 

21st Wednesday MATTHEW, APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST 
   9:30 am  Holy Chaos - toddler service 
 

22nd Thursday 9:30 am  Holy Communion 
 

23rd Friday  Practice Night: 
   6:45 pm  Choir 
   7:30 pm   Ringers 
 

24th Saturday 2:00 pm  Wedding of David William Scott and Emma Jane Coles  
 

25th SUNDAY TRINITY 18  (Proper 21)  Harvest Festival 

   10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
   12:00 noon Harvest Lunch followed by auction of produce 
   3:30 pm  Bach Organ Music: David Little 
 

27th Tuesday Vincent de Paul, Founder of the Congregation of the Mission 
   (Lazarists), 1660 
 

28th Wednesday Ember Day 
   9:30 am  Holy Chaos - toddler service 
 

29th Thursday MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS 
   9:30 am  Holy Communion 
 

30th Friday  Practice Night: 
   6:45 pm  Choir 
   7:30 pm   Ringers 
 

October 2016 
 

1st Saturday Remigius, Bishop of Rheims, Apostle of the Franks, 533 
 

2nd SUNDAY TRINITY 19  (Proper 22) 

   9:00 am  Holy Communion (Order One, said) 
   10:00 am Family Service with Holy Baptism 
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Readings and Readers for September 
 1st Reading 1st Reader 2nd Reading 2nd Reader Gospel 

4th 

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 18) 

9:00 
am 

Deuteronomy 30: 
15-end 

John 
Worthington 

Philemon: 
1-21 

Victoria 
Worthington 

Luke 14: 
25-33 

10:00 
am 

Luke 14: 
25-33 

T.B.A. (Family Service) 

11th 

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 19) 

10:00 
am 

Exodus 32: 
7-14 

Niccy 
Fisher 

1 Timothy 1: 
12-17 

Simon 
Marshall 

Luke 15: 
1-10 

18th 

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 20) 

10:00 
am 

Luke 16: 
1-13 

T.B.A. (Family Communion) 

  

 

Cooking with Margaret 

Spiced Curd Tarts 
Ingredients 
 

12 oz Shortcrust Pastry 
For theFilling 
2 oz butter 
2 oz caster sugar 
1 medium egg 
1oz self -raising flour 
½ teaspoon ground cinnamon 
 ½  teaspoon ground mixed spice 
Grated rind of half a lemon 
8 oz curd cheese 
3 oz seedless raisins 
3 tablespoons milk. 
 

Method 
 

Set oven to 350˚F or Mark 4 
Roll out pastry to ⅛ inch thick on a floured surface 
Cut into rounds with a large cutter and use to line 16- 
to 18-hole bun trays 
In a large bowl beat together butter and sugar 
Gradually mix in egg and flour then add the rest of the 
ingredients 
Divide this mixture evenly between the pastry cases 
Bake for approximately 30 minutes until the filling is 
golden in colour 
Set to Cool on a wire rack 
(Enjoy) 
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25th 

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 21) (HARVEST) 

10:00 
am 

Amos 6: 
1a, 4-7 

Liz 
Bridgeman 

1 Timothy 6: 
6-19 

Liz 
Spratley 

Luke 16: 
19-end 

Oct 
2nd 

NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 22) 

9:00 
am 

Habakkuk 1: 
1-4; 2:1-4 

Ann 
Bennett 

2 Timothy1: 
1-14 

Cled 
Bennett 

Luke 17: 
5-10 

10:00 
am 

Luke 17: 
5-10 

Jill 
Ironside 

(Family Service) 

 

Rotas for September 

Servers 

 9:00 am 10:00 am 6:00 pm 
4th Geoff Paul - 

11th - Chris & John - 

18th - Simon & Paul Simon 
25th - Chris & John - 

Oct 2nd Geoff Paul - 
 
 

Sidesmen 

4th F Val Wilde, Doris Bellairs & Christine Masters 

11th A Jane Thompson and Adrian Hallam 

18th B Ann Meekings and Shelagh Fisher 
25th C Tim Hitchborn and Cled Bennett 

Oct 2nd D Trevor Harwood and Kim Hallam 
 
 

Intercessions 

 9:00 am 10:00 am 

4th Sue/Sonia TBA 
11th - Jo Astle 

18th - Tony Masters 

25th - Bet Washbrooke 
Oct 2nd Sue/Sonia TBA 

 
 

Bread and Wine                      Coffee 

4th Caroline Herron & Niccy Fisher (9.00am) Jill Ironside & Johanna Jones 
11th Doris Bellairs & Christine Masters Jan & Tanwen Fisk 

18th Christine Payne & Ann Meekings John & Victoria Worthington 
25th Caroline Herron & Linda Sellars Margaret Flegg 

Oct 2nd John & Victoria Worthington   (9.00 am) John & Sue Marsh 
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Flowers  Cleaning Brasses  

4th Eileen Day  4th Margaret Flegg 

11th Jan Fisk 12th - 25th - Janet Lill & Marion Stevens 

18th Mary Hamilton  -  

25th Christine Masters 26th - Oct 9th - Dick & Anthea Wray 

Oct 2nd Harvest  - - 
 

(continued from page 9) 
 

Britten's effective harp writing in the "Ceremony of Carols" is well known but the delightful 
performance by Rowena Bass of two movements from his "Harp Suite" served well to show 

that this work is also worthy of our attention. 
 

Gerald Finzi's "A Young Man's Exhortation" is a setting of 
ten songs using Thomas Hardy's verse and the Englishness 
of both the text and the music were clearly in evidence in 
the next item on the programme.  For this, Simon was 
joined by Anne de Villiers on the piano to give an evocative 
performance in which both musicians showed great 
sensitivity. (Anne is particularly to be congratulated for 

producing a level of subtlety in her accompaniment which is difficult to achieve on an 
electronic instrument.)  There followed a short Passacaglia by Handel, arranged for harp by 
Tiny Beon, and "Watching the Wheat", an arrangement of a folksong by Welsh harpist, John 
Thomas; both were a pleasure to listen to. 
 

I am sure that I was not alone in looking forward to hearing a new song cycle by our own 
Charles Paterson, commisioned by Simon Lumby and Rowena Bass.  The text is taken from 
some of the composer's favourite poems by the Roman poet Horace (Quintus Horatius 
Flaccus) and is set in its original Latin form.  The six Odes selected are taken from the first 
three sets published although not necessarily in the order as published and short harp 
interludes, often using musical ideas or figurations heard elsewhere in the cycle to bind the 
piece into one continuous whole.  I was reminded of Britten's use of an interlude part way 
through the Ceremony of Carols already mentioned, for there was a similar "aside" in the 
form of an Interlude in this work to.  However, it was the the faithfulness of the music to 
echo the sentiments of the text which first appealed to me and I felt privileged to have a 
copy of the music in my hand which enabled me to appreciate all the more the skill shown 
in crafting the whole song cycle.  Charles had thoughtfully provided us with a translation of 
the Latin verses although as a musician I found the musical score the most fascinating and 
after a brief scan through the translation, I left the reading proper to later in the evening 
after the concert.  I hope there will be another chance soon to hear the work again. 
 

It was a thoroughly enjoyable evening and a very fitting way to begin our series of concerts 
at the Priory.  Please join me in booking the next dates - there are two concerts to look 
forward to in September.  See you there! 

John 
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        Letter from the 
    Bishop of Grimsby 
 

 
 
 
This is true religion,’ says the apostle James, ‘to care for orphans and 
widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the 
world’.  ‘Little children,’ says the apostle John, ‘let us love, not in 
word or speech, but in truth and action’. 
 
It is one of those falsehoods that the secular world loves, particularly 
when horrific atrocities occur, as at the beginning of the summer, 
with the murder of the French priest Fr Jacques Hamel;  religion is 
bad, the world would be better off without it.  Yet the real truth we 
need to hold on to and live out so that people can see, is that people 
of faith, real faith, the kind that God approves of, are intended always to be part of the 
solution, not part of the problem.  
 
The Mission Statement of the Church I led in Cromer ended with we exist… ‘for the good of 
the world’.  It is one of the reasons here in the Diocese of Lincoln we have our ‘Social Justice 
Fund’, so that we can look for the difference we can make in the communities we are here 
to serve, and have the means, when they are needed, to make our plans and dreams a 
reality. 
 
It is one of the fundamental mission questions each church, each mission community, has 
to face; if we didn’t exist, if we weren’t here, would it make a difference to the 
communities we are to serve? If we shut the doors tomorrow would anybody notice, apart 
from those who faithfully attend? 
 
True faith, true religion is world affirming, seeks to make a difference – loves God, loves 
people, loves this world we’ve been given to enjoy. It is, to paraphrase a phrase recently 
used by President Obama, to believe in the ‘audacity of love’. That is the calling of people of 
faith. The challenge is whether that is what people see and experience in both you and in 
me. 
 
 

+ David  Grimsby 

 


