Vicar’s message 259

30" December 2023

Dear all,

It is rare that Sunday marks the last day of the year. And what a year it has been!

The month January, of course, is named after the Roman god Janus. Janus is pictured as a 2-headed god,
with one head looking back, and the other forward. He is also noted as the god of the threshold, of entry.
Obviously, | am not recommending that we worship this god! But it does bring to mind one specific thing
that we tend to do at the time of a New year — and that is to make resolutions.

| have mixed feelings about New Year’s resolutions. It’s not a bad thing to examine one’s life, and seek to
improve areas that are not what they could/should be. It is a good Christian discipline. But the temptation
is far too easily to examine our weaknesses, and look on them/ourselves as failures. We can so swiftly turn
to self-judgement, and even self-loathing.

To this, | would offer 2 counters. Firstly, if all we do is concentrate on our weaknesses and failures, we are
going to get a very unbalanced and even depressing view. We must also identify and celebrate our
strengths... the good things we do.

And secondly, God loves us with our weaknesses, as we are, not just for what we might be. Two of my
favourite passages make this very clear. In the parable of the Prodigal Son (Luke 15) the father runs up to
his son, and hugs him before he even has a chance to give his carefully rehearsed speech about
repentance. And the woman taken in adultery (John 8) is told Jesus does not condemn her before she does
anything to improve her life.

Yes, there is an expectation of change, of improvement — but God loves us anyway. That’s a good message
to take into the new year.

The hymns for this Sunday morning are A Great and Mighty Wonder (Tune: Es Ist Ein Ros - 5vv) [with lyrics
for congregations] (youtube.com), In The Bleak Midwinter - Holst - Tenebrae conducted by Nigel Short
(youtube.com), King's College Cambridge 2010 #15 The First Nowell (youtube.com)

The readings for this morning Isaiah 61: 10 - 62:3; Galatians 4: 4-7; Luke 2: 15-21. The Psalm is Psalm 148.

Anglican chant King's College Cambridge Psalm 148 O Praise the Lord of Heaven (youtube.com)

In a contemporary Hebrew version Hebrew Worship - 148 0'201 - Psalm 148 - Biblical Hebrew
(youtube.com)

Sons of Korah Sons of Korah - Psalm 148 (youtube.com)

Poor Bishop Hooper version Poor Bishop Hooper - Psalm 148 (EveryPsalm) (youtube.com)

Anthems suggested by the RSCM include:

AS JOSEPH WAS A WALKING (youtube.com)



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MToXUy0nChA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MToXUy0nChA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cBCYZ9jIJkI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cBCYZ9jIJkI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1mItWsC8RtM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2MDCaPYg9GA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CcPYLiBjbiw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CcPYLiBjbiw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NQQT7e8ZKhU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=frEWuc8P7jc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q_8VSCh2u7o

Dobri weczir tobi - Orthodox carol (youtube.com)

In the deep of wintertime (SATB) (youtube.com) Malcolm Archer

Richard Barnard - Sailor's Carol - St Ambrose Singers (youtube.com)

Joseph's Carol - John Rutter, John Rutter, Jonathan Brown, The Cambridge Singers, RPO (youtube.com)

Upcoming Events

FOR UP TO DATE TICKET LINKS AND INFORMATION Ly,
NEW ALBUM AVAILABLE SOON /5 HINES bl Sty

PRIORY CHURCH, DEEPING ST JAMES PE6 8NP

Wednesday 13t March 2024 7.30pm Doors open 6.30pm
Licensed Bar from 6.30pm
Only ONLINE Tickets: £28 + bookingfee ~ Unsighted £14 + booking fee

Book Tickets: www.dsj.org.uk No tickets on door
PARKING is very restricted in village — see website. Church Hall car park Disabled only

Here is another taster — probably the earliest music | heard from the boys. A song cycle about wreckers
called Tall Ships. (Again with Miranda, who won’t be with us!). Show of Hands "Tall Ships Medley"
(youtube.com)

This week’s funny (thanks to The Wittenburg Door Community).


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9KMg6VAjpW8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wIls21aKB_U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C24fR2o3iEM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DFDgxg6i94E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OCBvCNcHE_A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OCBvCNcHE_A
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Finally, this may be of help to someone...

DO YOU NEED HELP WITH HOUSEHOLD &',
ENERGY OR FOOD COSTS? L l B‘.’o’

« ARE YOU A PENSIONER OR IN WORK ON LOW incolnshlre
INCOME, STRUGGLING WITH RISING BILLS, COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
AND ARE NOT RECEIVING ANY BENEFITS OR SOUTH
COST OF LIVING SUPPORT? KESTEVEN

« DO YOU LIVE IN SOUTH KESTEVEN? DISTRICT

COUNCIL

Lincolnshire Community Foundation will be distributing the @
Household Support Fund on behalf of the South Kesteven, which

means you may be eligible to apply for assistance. ﬁ
PLEASE NOTE YOU ARE NOT ELIGIBLE IF YOU ARE ON ANY
GOVERNMENT BENEFITS EG UNIVERSAL CREDIT

Applications and further details can be found on our website
www.lincolnshirecf.co.uk or by scanning the QR Code

For further details please contact the Lincolnshire Community Foundation
Grants Team on 01529 305825, info@lincolnshirecf.co.uk

And don’t forget that Deeping St James United Charities can help anyone who is a Deeping St James
resident. Home - Deeping St James United Charities (dsjunitedcharities.org.uk)

Stay safe.


https://www.dsjunitedcharities.org.uk/

Blessings and love
Mark

Revd Mark Williams

Vicar of The Priory Church, Deeping St James
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