
Vicar’s message 269 
 
9th March 2024 
 
Dear all,  
 
Our Lent study group this week has been looking at a chapter called ‘The Power Game’. We studied John 
18:28 – 19:16.  

As its title suggests, it looked at types of power, and contrasted the 
lack of power of Pontius Pilate, the representative of the ‘powerful’ 
Roman empire, with the very real authority of Jesus. (What is the 
difference between ‘power’ and ‘authority’? Discuss!). 
 
One thing that particularly struck me was Pilate’s words on 
presenting Jesus – “Behold! The man!” Interestingly, in the famous 
paintings with the title ‘Ecce homo’ (this one by Guido Reni), if my 
long-distant memory of Latin is correct, the title has no ‘the’ in it. 
Rather it is ‘behold a man’ (I am open to be corrected!). 
 
But what was Pilate actually saying? He’d just had Jesus beaten 
near to death – a sorry spectacle indeed. Was he saying “look at 
this pathetic object here. He is hardly even a man, let alone a king 
or a god”. Or was he saying (even perhaps unconsciously) “look 
carefully. Under all this blood, here is THE man, capital T, capital M 
– the epitome, the pinnacle of man-ness, the human being we 
aspire to be”? Or could it perhaps be both? 

 
 
The hymns for this Sunday are Fathers and mothers (no video found), Our Father God in heaven (again no 
video found), and Now thank we all our God Hymn - Westminster Abbey (youtube.com).  
 
 
The readings for this morning are Exodus 2: 1-10; Colossians 3: 12-17; John 19: 25b-27. The Psalm is Psalm 
127: 1-4. (Interesting that the Psalm should miss out the last verse – perhaps because it only mentions 
fathers, and it is Mothering Sunday!). 
 
 
Anglican chant Psalm 127 - The Choir of St. Paul's Cathedral (youtube.com) 
 
A Hebrew version Psalm 127, "Im Adonai lo ivne vait" (Exept Hashem build the house) (arr. R. Rennebaum) 
(youtube.com) 
 
Another Hebrew version – totally different feel! Im Hashem Lo Yivneh Bayis - Shira Choir | מקהלת שירה 
 (youtube.com) מבצעת את ׳אם השם לא יבנה בית
 
Poor Bishop Hooper version Poor Bishop Hooper - Psalm 127 (EveryPsalm) (youtube.com) 
 
Sons of Korah Sons of Korah - Psalm 127 (youtube.com) 
 
With a Celtic feel Arrows - Psalm 127 (youtube.com) 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9c7VaTjyuLA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kFFK5_qUBOA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eZ99uMywVQ4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eZ99uMywVQ4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ckVYO9oI8vc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ckVYO9oI8vc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HWXPhcWlrao
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KPNcv10wQOQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VaK6JCloogQ


Anthems suggested by the RSCM include: 
 
Hymn to the Mother of God - John Tavener - Tenebrae conducted by Nigel Short (youtube.com) 
 
Tavener: Mother Of God, Here I Stand (youtube.com) 
 
As Truly as God is our Father: As truly as God is our Father (youtube.com) William Mathias 
 
A Prayer of St. Anselm (youtube.com) 
 
For the Beauty of the Earth (Andrew Carter) (youtube.com) 
 
And, of course, various Magnificat eg: 
 
Magnificat in G - Stanford (youtube.com) 
 
Arvo Pärt - Magnificat (1989) (youtube.com) 
 
A. Vivaldi - Magnificat - Jordi Savall (youtube.com) 
 
Bach - Magnificat BWV 243 - Van Veldhoven | Netherlands Bach Society (youtube.com) 
 
 
Upcoming Events 
 
Please note! The church will be closed this Wednesday, 13th March, to set up for the Show of Hands gig in 
the evening.  
 

Would you be willing to count all the plastic packaging you throw away for one week? 1-17 
March 2024. Greenpeace and Everyday Plastic are asking us to do just that and send in our 
results. Once all the results are in, they will share the national picture, and the next steps 
on pushing the government into action. You will also receive a personal plastic footprint 

showing where all the plastic ends up. Register to take part on the Big Plastic Count website where there is 
all the information you need to keep a tally of what you dispose of. 
 
Good Friday Children’s activities: there is a box for donations of mini eggs, Cadbury’s cream eggs, or 
chocolate eggs for the raffle – thank you.  If you are able to help on the morning of Good Friday, 29 March, 
from 11.00 until 13.00 (new times for this year), please speak to Lisa Goodchild – we really welcome new 
people getting involved!  
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7E_rKYkjSC4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rNUZjxMjEiQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=77A7CYdk8K4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BCYqLDdcx9c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HYJ_b1s_Tfk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g7UorDdRg60
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b4NY3iXMBTc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kGJYPSSJM7k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EsUWG2axB3w


   
 

   



  
 

 
This week’s funny (I saw this too late for last week – shame, as it was last week’s gospel). 
 

 
 
 
Stay safe. 
 
Blessings and love 
 
Mark 
 
Revd Mark Williams 
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