
Vicar’s message 270 
 
15th March 2024 
 
Dear all,  
 
Our Lent study group this week has been looking at a chapter called ‘The Transforming Power of 
Unconditional Love’. We studied John 19:17-30, looking at the crucifixion.  
 
A particular point that stood out for me was the reflection on the disunity of the church. Michael Marshall 
noted that the roots of the word ‘religion’ are re ‘again’ and ligios ‘connection’. How ironic that it seems 
religion is at the heart of division (not always as it is presented!). Marshall reminds us that the image of the 
cross is of a vertical line of division, or a dividing wall, with a horizontal line, where the death of Christ 
draws a horizontal line through it, breaking down the dividing wall of hostility between us. Let us pray that 
this may be so. 
 
This Sunday is Passion Sunday, remembering the suffering of Chris. the hymns for this Sunday are All ye 
who seek for sure relief (no video found), Just As I Am, Without One Plea (Tune: Saffron Walden - 6vv) 
[with lyrics for congregations] (youtube.com), and O Jesus, I Have Promised (Tune: Day of Rest - 4vv) [with 
lyrics for congregations] (youtube.com) (may be a different tune). 
 
 
The readings for this morning are Jeremiah 31: 31-34, Hebrews 5: 5-10, and John 12: 20-33. The Psalm is 
Psalm 51: 1-13. 
 
 
Anglican chant Psalm 51 "Have Mercy upon Me, O God, After Thy Great Goodness" - YouTube 
 
A Hebrew version Pure Heart - Psalms 51 in Hebrew (with English subtitles) (youtube.com) 
 
Graham Kendrick Psalm 51 (Have Mercy On Me, O God) - Graham Kendrick - Lyric Video (youtube.com) 
 
Poor Bishop Hooper version Poor Bishop Hooper - Psalm 51 (Live) (youtube.com) 
 
Sons of Korah Sons of Korah Psalm 51 A Broken Spirit and Contrite Heart (youtube.com) 
 
 
Anthems suggested by the RSCM include: 
 
VOCES8 - Adoramus Te, Christe (youtube.com) Lassus 
 
Monteverdi: Christe Adoramus Te (youtube.com) Monteverdi 
 
Verily, verily I say unto you - Tallis (youtube.com) 
 
Salvator Mundi Tallis (youtube.com) 
 
A Song of Christ's Glory (youtube.com) 
 
And, of course, the great Passions (if you have a few hours to spare!): 
 
Bach - St Matthew Passion BWV 244 - Van Veldhoven | Netherlands Bach Society (youtube.com) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=enJ8JzW_A48
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=enJ8JzW_A48
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QrooaJ56dvc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QrooaJ56dvc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F8G0hewo35Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HYbsD7x4ZnM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0LxJ52urGB8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3ym8_KpuIQk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8RnDuwbz5UI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j2vJn9WBdq0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2yZyC05tjGU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KaQ_DRvHqr8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EM421mbKubA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kwSQYOuwvE0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZwVW1ttVhuQ


 
Bach - St John Passion BWV 245 - Van Veldhoven | Netherlands Bach Society (youtube.com) 
 
 
Upcoming Events 
 
Last Lent Lunch: This Thursday, 12.00 – 13.30pm. Great soup! All welcome. Last Churches Together Lent 
Lunch, this Saturday (16th). 
 
Church Ladies’ Fellowship this Thursday (21st) – change of details: Christine Masters will be leading a 
session on Flowers for Easter. 
 
Fairtrade Stall after the service this Sunday (17th). Please support.  
 
Good Friday Children’s activities: there is a box for donations of mini eggs, Cadbury’s cream eggs, or 
chocolate eggs for the raffle – thank you.  If you are able to help on the morning of Good Friday, 29 March, 
from 11.00 until 13.00 (new times for this year), please speak to Lisa Goodchild – we really welcome new 
people getting involved!  
 
 

   
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zMf9XDQBAaI


   

  
 

 
This week’s funny – and moving at the same time – thanks to Ship of Fools. 
 



 
 
 
Stay safe. 
 
Blessings and love 
 
Mark 
 
Revd Mark Williams 
 

Vicar of The Priory Church, Deeping St James 
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