
Vicar’s Letter 293 
 
31st August 2024 
 
Dear all,  
 
This morning, I was introduced to a lady who lives in Sutton. As I chatted to her, we discovered that she 
lived in Belmont, my previous parish. Needless to say, we chatted about places that we knew, changes that 
had happened etc.. But, what a coincidence!  
 
Not as much a coincidence that happened to a former teaching colleague. He was half-way up Mt 
Kilimanjaro when he heard a loud voice shout “hello sir!”.  
 
In today’s interconnected world, despite such a growing population, we find coincidences like this 
happening unexpectedly often. This can be a pleasant surprise, or, occasionally, a discomforting shock. We 
cannot escape – we cannot hide. Especially in the wider world of social media, we can find old friends 
popping up in the most unexpected of places. 
 
This has further ramifications. When I was a teacher of Personal & Social Education, from 1985-1999, there 
was a well-regarded book for sex education called The Ostrich Position. The implication of the title was that 
educators had had their heads in the sand for too long, and needed to wake up to reality, and teach a 
course that was appropriate to the time, and experiences of the children. As Christians, we can all too 
easily adopt a similar position to many of the issues facing society today. But we cannot pretend we didn’t 
know – we can’t escape. The question is, what position do we take? 
 
 
The hymns for this Sunday are All Creatures of Our God and King • Prayers of the Saints Live 
(youtube.com), Boisterous, buzzing, barking things (no video available), Think of a world without any 
flowers (youtube.com), ALL THINGS BRIGHT AND BEAUTIFUL (youtube.com). 
 
 
The lectionary readings for this morning are Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9; James 1:17-27 and Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 
21-23. The Psalm is Psalm 15. 
 
Anglican Chant Psalm 15: Lord, who shall dwell in Thy tabernacle (youtube.com). 
 
The Psalms Project Lyric Video - Psalm 15 (Who May Abide With You) [feat. Emily Heilman] (youtube.com) 
 

Jason Silver 🎤 Psalm 15 Song - Never Be Moved (youtube.com) 
 
Sons of Korah Psalm 15 Sons of Korah (youtube.com) 
 
 
Anthems suggested by the RSCM include: 
 
Be Thou My Vision - Bob Chilcott's Tune - Soloist Kristy Biber (youtube.com) 
 
Richard Farrant - Lord, for thy tender mercy's sake (Cambridge Singers) (youtube.com) 
 
O Lord, thou has searched me out - John Rutter, Cambridge Singers, Royal Philharmonic Orchestra 
(youtube.com) 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MUZD0hgtSgE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MUZD0hgtSgE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kdN-V9ktxPI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kdN-V9ktxPI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IPMA5I3-0Jw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EUthcuoDrVg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qzk0JhJQmUk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j1mDh81hGag
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PqVgCb-2YQc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qMEAlzuEXWI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vf-braNVF2Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2K5rIg7Ysg0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2K5rIg7Ysg0


Bruckner- Os Justi Meditabitur- Monteverdi Choir (youtube.com) 
 
Teach me, O Lord (youtube.com) William Byrd 
 
 
Upcoming Events 
 

  
 

    
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ov-OAmpcRfw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DfoZRZGXPTM


     
 
Tickets for Pennyless are available after Sunday services, from Jo. 
 

                 
This week’s funny – Thanks to The Wittenburg Door Community - FAN PAGE for the image. 
 

 
 
Stay safe. 
 
Blessings and love 
 
Mark 
 
Revd Mark Williams 
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