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From the Vicar

o

]
| = : You have probably noticed by now (!) that |
J u’.‘ , enjoy collecting funnies from the internet. |
actually have a couple of friends who seem
to have nothing better to do with their time than to find obscure funnies |
to email me. Sometimes they are decidedly unfunny... Sometimes they are |
endlessly regurgitated, but presented as brand new, and | think ‘Oh no!
Not that one AGAIN!!. Every now and then they are actually funny. But
the ones that tend to annoy me most are the so-called kids’ sayings or mistakes.

Having said that, my old Philosophy of Religion lecturer once said that “philosophy is
guestions that kids ask” — so perhaps we ought to start listening to one or two of them after
all.

One | read was a short prayer from a girl called Ginny. “Dear God, Please put another Holiday
between Christmas and Easter. There is nothing good in there now.”

| used to have great sympathy with that view. Epiphany was, after all, Christmas Part Il —and
as for Lent, well that was best forgotten. It was boring... and | didn’t want to give anything
up, well except for tomatoes!

Lent is a time for discipline. That’s one thing many of us have serious problems with. Trying
to starve ourselves, or deny something just because we like it... just to say that we can... is
this a helpful attitude?

| have recently come more to the idea of Lent as a spiritual ‘detox’. This means a removal (at
least temporarily) of those things that clog us up, that steal our attention. But it also means
a ‘washing out’ — a flushing through and replacement with something that is beneficial...
cleansing... that promotes growth. Perhaps a Lent course, a Lent book... perhaps deepening
our prayer life... taking up Bible reading notes...

The ‘treatment’ will be different for each one of us, but the result will be the same —a leaner,
trimmer and healthier spiritual life. There’s a challenge for us all.

Happy Lent!

Mowk
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I'n This Month’s Priory News

A Wander Round Walsingham 21
Dear Readers, Church Calendar for March 14
Church Ladies’ Fellowship
As | write this | am reliably Churches Together
informed that March 1st
sees  the  arrival  of Clash of the Clubs 11
Meteorological Spring Cooking with Margaret 8
which lasts until | Deepings Literary Festival 10
Meteorological Summer beginning on June 1st. | From the Vicar
Of course ‘true’ Spring doesn’t arrive until March | Lent Course
20th but with climate change affecting the | Letter from our Bishops
weather and seasons we are already experiencing | Mission Matters 11
a wonderful display of spring flowers. Recentrain | pgish Directory
has succeeded in cgusing a few bowed heads Poetry Corner
among early daffodils but, hey ho, the latter Prayer for the Month
refuse to be defeated! _
Readers & Readings for March 17
This year Lent encompasses the whole of the | R€POrts & Forthcoming Events ?
month as can be seen from the calendar at the | Rotas for March 12
centre of the magazine, hence the choice of | Wildlife across Lincolnshire 18

purple for the front cover title. In this month’s

message Mark gives us some useful and helpful thoughts on the season of Lent (and I like his
final greeting!). In any case at the back of my mind there is always the exciting prospect of
Easter when we celebrate the risen Christ and what this means for us and our salvation.

Don’t forget to support the Churches Together series of Lent Lunches on Saturdays
throughout Lent and the Soup & Sandwich Lunches arranged by Mission Matters which this
year are taking place on Fridays. Details of other activities for the month, including the Steve
Knightly Concert, appear elsewhere in the following pages. And don’t forget to try Margaret’s
latest recipe —a mouthwatering kormal!

Our thanks to all of this month’s contributors and don’t forget that you can continue help to
make Priory News the best source of local church information, only partially rivalled by Judy’s
excellent “I’d Rather Be In Deeping”! So please let us have your material for March’s
magazine by Friday, March 20th at the latest.

(P.S. Sorry about the cover picture which | hurriedly took whilst dodging the raindrops!)

Johwv



Prayer for the month
From the Catholic Telegraph — Lenten Reflections for 2026
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Father God,

grant us the spirit of humility,

the spirit of sacrificial love,

the spirit of serving others,

the spirit of carrying our cross,

the spirit of embracing You in every aspect of
our life,

according to your will for us, O Lord.

May our humility become our freedom from
ourselves.

Amen

R )

“Praying Hands”

As this month is entirely in the season of Lent, | thought | would  ren & incarswing (1508) - by abrecht pier (1471.1528)
share a Lenten prayer.

We are called, during this season, to prayerfully examine ourselves, to look to some
improvement. Lent often involves giving something up — either as a change of lifestyle, or as
a temporary deprivation.

This prayer, in contrast, encourages us to look outwards, in a spirit of humility, sacrificial love,
and service. Itis then, and only then, that we look to ourselves — to the cross we might/do
carry and the cost of that burden. And how do we carry that cross? — by embracing God in
every aspect of our lives. This embracing is intimate knowledge of, and giving oneself up to.
But... this leads us not to bondage or restriction. Rather it leads to freedom.

Rev Mawk

Lent Course

Our Lent Course will be continuing on Thursdays until Thursday, 26th March. The Diocese

o =ze0m have produced a 2-part course, for Advent and for Lent. We
| g s 2006, ~  areusing the Lent section. The course materials can be
““SET OUR HEARTS downloaded using the link:

https://learn.lincoln.anglican.org/learning-resources/set-
our-hearts-on-fire-advent-and-lent-course/

ON FIRE
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(The following is a copy downloaded from the Diocesan website of a letter recently read out in church.)

The Bishops of Grantham and Grimsby

Pastoral Letter to the Diocese of Lincoln
The First Sunday of Lent 2026

Dear Friends,

We wanted to write to you as soon as we could after the announcement of Bishop 5tephen’s suspension on
Friday 20th February 2026.

We both wish to assure you of our commitment to you over the next weeks and months, as your bishops.

We cannot say any more about the arcumstances of Bishop Stephen’s suspension, but we are able to say
that he iz being pastorally supported.

We are committed to the pastoral care and support of victims and complainants when safeguarding
allegations are brought forward. Such support is being given by the Mational S5afeguarding Team in
connection with the allegation against Bishop Stephen.

With the Archdeacons of Lincoln and 5tow & Lindsey, Gavin Kirk and Eleancr Robertshaw, and the Dean of
Limcodn, Simon Jones, alongside our Assistant Bishops, we will work to serve you, God's people in Greater
Limcalnshire, and the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, with our utmost commitment and to the best of our
ability.

Today we gather for worship. It is the first Sunday of Lent. These forty days are days for reflection, fasting,
penitence and service. During Lent it is the Christian’s faith that we will be restored, ultimately through the
sacrificial grace that is found in the events of Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Day. There is
always hope.

Lent can be a hard time, during which we are tested, and it seems that for God's people in the Diocese of
Limceln this year that will indeed be the case. But, together, as we love and serve, we believe that God will
not abandon ws. Indeed, it is perhaps in the most difficult of times that we will most assuredly find His
mercy and His strength.

5o, dear friends, may we all pray for each other, stand alongside each other, and embody, therefore, the
compassionate heart of Christ for the communities that we love and serve in this beautiful Diocese of
Limcolm.

With our prayers and best wishes,

- Mxmm _’_J'f'{]r““- C{lf'lm%'l::j

The Rt Rewd Dir Nicholas Chamberiain The Rt Revd Jean Burgess
Bishop of Grantham Bishop of Grimsby
Acting Bishop of Lincoln

The Bishops' Office, Edward Kimg House, Minster Yard, Limcoln LMN2 1PU = 01522 50 40 S0



Cooking with Margaret

Chicken, Banana & Apricot Korma

2.4

b33

&

Ingredients:

200g chicken breast or

boneless thighs

Method:

chop the chicken and fry briskly until brown
stir in korma paste and fry for 2 mins

60g normal (korma) curry paste | add 200g of water

200mls of water

cover until chicken is cooked

30mls of natural yoghurt remove from heat
2 bananas stir in yoghurt, chopped apricots & bananas
6 dried apricots return to heat for 2 minutes
oil for frying

Serve with Rice and Naan Bread . Enjoy.
Poetry Corner

Walking on shifting sands
Feeling an occasional welcome stone
Where | can rest for a day
Or maybe just an hour.

Amorphous days drift by.
The past seen through a kaleidoscope:
Most memories merely glimpsed,
A few intensely focused.

This year seems out of Kilter.
Old certainties fade
As the way ahead becomes a question mark
Rather than a guiding map.

Lead me Lord, as ever is my prayer.

Bet



Reports & Forthcoming Events
Church Ladies’ Fellowship

On February 5th Margaret announced that we raised £280 at the Soup and Pudding lunch
and thanked all who attended. Juliet asked for bottles and boxes for the forthcoming Coffee
Morning on February 14th. Margaret was trying her hand at cooking again after 6 years’
break demonstration-wise. She chose Welsh Cakes which were served as refreshments
afterwards. Christine Pearce sang a few Welsh pieces afterwards. Rob Romaine joined us
for the evening to find out what we do during our meetings. Christine and Sandra were
Hostesses for the evening. Hilary announced that our meal out will be at Eventus on April
1st lunchtime.

On February 19th we held our poetry or favourite book evening. Margaret presented plants
and cards to Anthea Wray and Glennis Gibbison whose birthdays were later this month.
Thanks to Carole Mills for making the cards and Dot Turner for the plants. Margaret told of
the change of programme for April 16th which will now be a talk by David Blesset on the
Welland from its start near Market Harborough to the Wash. The evening started with
members reading their favourite poems or passage from a book. The competition was won
by Anthea Wray with a book going back to 1914 Christmas. Hostesses were Carole Mills and
Val Wilde. Hilary announced that she had the sign-up sheet for our meal out on April 1st
lunchtime at Eventus.

Mawrgaret

Churches Together Lent Lunches

Churches Together soup, bread and cheese lunches will continue on Saturdays from 12.00
until 1.30pm at the churches listed below.:

7th March Priory Church
14th March Open Door Church
21st March Methodist Church

The cost is a suggested donation of £4.00 to support the work of Christian Aid and CAFOD.



Deepings Literary Festival

The biennial Deepings Literary Festival returns from the 19th April to
May 3rd. Held at several local venues, we welcome a number of
authors so put those dates in your diary and book early to avoid
disappointment on the website.

Wednesday evening’s two events with crime novelist Vaseem Khan

open the Festival, whilst Deepings Library hosts workshops on Thursday for budding local
writers, led by editor Sara-Jade Virtue, literary agent Francesca Riccardi and writer Darren
O’Sullivan’s creative fiction session.

Friday boasts a historical slant at Oddfellows Hall with Janys Thornton on Women in WWI
and house historian Melanie Backe-Hanson. East-ender Jeff Rozelaar is at Molecey whilst the
evening sees Michael J Warren interviewed by Ajay Tegala at Priory Church and Rory
Waterman talking about Lincolnshire folk tales at the Red Lion, West Deeping accompanied
by the Lincolnshire Poachers.

Millie Johnson is at Lilli’s on Saturday bringing a taste of romantic fiction or attend Murder at
Molecey with crime writers Ross Greenwood, T M Logan, Tim Sullivan, Debbie Howells, C L
Taylor and Tom Hindle, whilst queen of crime, Elly Griffiths, closes the Festival there on
Sunday afternoon.

There’s more on Saturday morning at the Library with award-winning children’s author,
Hannah Gold.

Sunday morning’s Messing About on the River at Molecey Mill welcomes Jo Bell and Julia
Jones, whilst the afternoon’s talks are by Jane Glennie on Jane Austen, and Laura Turner,
who’s adapted many classics for stage and screen.

Judy Stevens

Deepings Literary Festival - a reminder
Hidden Treasure — short story competition

Don’t forget that if you want to enter this year’s competition your
entry must be submitted by midnight on Monday 9th March 2026.

(For terms & conditions please see www.deepingsliteraryfestival.co.uk)

10
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Mission Matters

There is not much to report this month but we should like to thank those of F

you who have returned to ‘Soup and Sandwich’, (this year on a Friday). We

should like to encourage any new customers to come along and try it out. We have waiters
and waitresses from The Deepings Primary School to serve you and this week, their first
week, they proved to be very efficient. Our special thanks to them, and to their Headmaster
who accompanied them.

Victoriov
Clash: of the Clubs

Another enjoyable evening was had on Saturday, 7th February in the church hall for the
Annual Clash of the Clubs.

Seventy people were greeted with a Ploughman’s Supper before the quiz began. There were
16 teams consisting of four members from local community groups such as the Library,
Women'’s Institute, Inner Wheel, Rotary and the Priory Church.

Thank you to Judy Stevens and Paul Hanson who organized the event.

£842 was raised and this was divided equally between the Deeping Youth Group and the
Priory Church. The winners were :

1st Ship Mates
2nd Deep in a Book
3rd Priory Church

Sanctuary — Concert by Steve Knightly

There is still time to obtain your tickets for the concert in our church on Tuesday, 24th March
at 7.30 pm. Please note that tickets will not be available on the door but may be purchased
online via our website at https://www.dsj.org.uk/

11
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Rotas for March

Flowers Coffee
1st LENT 1st Carol & Abi
8th LENT 8th Lin & Kate
15th LENT 15th Jo & Victoria
22nd LENT 22nd James & Elizabeth
29th LENT 29th Chris & Liz
April 5th EASTER FLOWERS April 5th Rob & Kerri
Sidespersons Intercessions
1st Rosemary & Liz 1st Rev Mark
8th Adrian & Kim 8th Jo
15th Roger & Liz 15th Nick
22nd Tony & Christine 22nd Bet
29th Trevor & Ann 29th Sandra
April 5th Rosemary & Liz April 5th Niccy

Giving to the church

If you wish to make a donation towards the ongoing work of the
church you may do so by using the machine at the door or by
using the QR code on the right. Alternatively, for regular giving,
please speak to the Vicar or Treasurer about using a Direct Debit
bank payment. You may, of course, prefer to place your donation
on the plate at the door at the beginning of the service.

Thank you.

Safeguarding of Children

To comply with Safeguarding Policy, submitted pictures of recognisable children must be accompanied by
written consent to publish from their parents or guardians. In addition, we will not publish names of any
pictured children unless specifically requested by their parents or guardians. Editor: John Worthington,
Cranmore Farmhouse, PE6 8RN. Tel: 01778 343860; email: priorynews@dsj.org.uk

12
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WORLD DAY OF PRAYER

A service for everyone!

Friday 6 March

| will give you rest, come

O St Guthlac's Church
g Market Deeping
N

.9 Friday 6th March,
o 2.30pm
@
O)

INFORMED PRAYER PRAYERFUL ACTION

24.7 365 Days a year Prayer movement Ecumenical International Women-led

Registered Charity Number 233242

13



CHURCH CALENDAR FOR MARCH 2026

1st SUNDAY LENT 2

St David’s Day

9.00 am Holy Communion (said)
10.15am First Sunday Praise
6.00 pm Choral Evensong
2nd Monday Chad, Bishop of Lichfield, Missionary, 672
4th Wednesday 1.00 pm House Group
5th  Thursday 9.30 am Holy Communion (said)
2.30 pm Lent Course at the Vicarage
7.30 pm Church Ladies’ Fellowship: AGM
6th Friday 11.00 am Welcome Space at the Bell Tavern
12.00-1.30 pm Lent Lunch (3)
2.00 pm Crafternoon (for venue ‘phone 343860)
2.30 pm World Day of Prayer: St Guthlac’s Church
6.45 pm Choir Practice
7.30 pm Ringers’ practice
7th Saturday Perpetua, Felicity & their Companions, Martyrs at Carthage, 203

12.00 noon Churches Together Lent Lunch: Priory Church

8th  SUNDAY LENT 3

10.00 am Holy Communion
9th Monday Closing date for Deepings Literary Festival Short Story Competition
11th Wednesday 1.00 pm House Group

7.30 pm PCC meeting (preceded by Communion at 7.00 pm)
12th  Thursday 9.30 am Holy Communion (said)

2.30 pm Lent Course at the Vicarage
13th  Friday 11.00 am Welcome Space at the Bell Tavern

12.00-1.30 pm Lent Lunch (4)

2.00 pm Funeral

6.45 pm Choir Practice

7.30 pm Ringers’ practice

14



14th  Saturday 12.00 noon Churches Together Lent Lunch: Open Door
15th SUNDAY LENT 4 Mothering Sunday
9.00 am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 am Holy Communion (Order 1)
17th  Tuesday Patrick, Bishop, Missionary, Patron of Ireland, c.460
18th Wednesday 1.00 pm House Group
19th  Thursday Joseph of Nazareth
9.30 am Holy Communion (said)
2.30 pm Lent Course at the Vicarage
7.30 pm Church Ladies’ Fellowship: Birds & Wildlife: lan Toombes
20th  Friday Cuthbert, Bishop of Lindifarne, Missionary, 687
11.00 am Welcome Space at the Bell Tavern
12.00-1.30 pm Lent Lunch (5)
2.00 pm Crafternoon (for venue ‘phone 343860)
6.45 pm Choir Practice
7:30 pm Ringers’ practice
21st  Saturday Thomas Cranmer, Archbishop of Canterbury, Reformation Martyr, 1556
12.00 noon Churches Together Lent Lunch: Methodist Church
22nd SUNDAY LENT 5 (Passiontide begins)
10:00 am Holy Communion & Ministry of Healing
6.00 pm Café Church
24th  Tuesday 7.30 pm Steve Knightley Concert: Sanctuary
25th Wednesday The Annunciation of Our Lord to the Blessed Virgin Mary
1.00 pm House Group
26th  Thursday 9.30 am Holy Communion (said)
2.30 pm Lent Course at the Vicarage
27th  Friday 11.00 am Welcome Space at the Bell Tavern
12.00-1.30 pm Final Lent Lunch (6)
6.45 pm Choir Practice
7:30 pm Ringers’ practice

15



28th  Saturday 10.00 am Coffee and Cake

29th SUNDAY PALM SUNDAY

British Summer Time begins
10:00 am Holy Communion

30th Monday in Holy Week
pm thc Pilgrimage Visit
7.30 pm Compline

31st Tuesday in Holy week
7.30 pm Compline
April 2026

1st Wednesday in Holy Week

1.00 pm House Group
Church Ladies’ Fellowship: Carvery Lunch (NB. change of day)
7.30 pm Compline

2nd  Thursday Maundy Thursday
(No 9.30 am Holy Communion today)
7.30 pm Holy Communion with Footwashing
followed by Watch

3rd Friday GOOD FRIDAY
9.45 am Walk of Witness
9.30 am Children’s Activities
2.00 pm Good Friday Liturgy (Holy Communion)

4th Saturday Easter Eve
4.00 pm Meditation

5th SUNDAY EASTER DAY

6.00 am Sunrise Service

9.00 am Holy Communion (said)
10.15am Family Communion
6.00 pm Festal Evensong

16



Readers and Readings (March 2026)

Reading 1 Reading 2 Reader Psalm Gospel
LENT 2
Gen 12: Rom 4: Joy Jn 3:
st | 200 1-4a 1-5,13-17 | Cunningham | ©° 1%t 1-17
10.15 Helen Williams
LENT 3
Ex 17: Rom 5: Victoria In4:
8th | 10.00 17 1-11 Worthington Ps 95 5-42
LENT 4 (Mothering Sunday)
Ex 2: Col 3: Trevor Lk 2:
15th | 10.00 1-10 12-17 Harwood | '° 1%’ 33-35
LENT 5 (Passiontide begins)
Ezek 37: Rom 8: Kate Jn 11:
22nd | 10.00 1-14 6-11 Drewett Ps 130 1-45
PALM SUNDAY
Isa 50: Phil 2: Jo Ps 31: Mt 21:
29th | 10.00 4-93 5-11 Astle 9-18 1-11
MAUNDY THURSDAY
Apr .30 Ex 12: 1 Cor 11: Martin Ps 116: Jn 13:
2nd ) 1-14 23-26 Fisher 1,10-16 | 1-17,31b-35
EASTER DAY
9.00 Acts 10: Col 3: Caroline Ps 118: Mt 28:
5th ) 34-43 1-4 Herron 14-24 1-10
10.15 Ted Fisk

House Group
7:30pm Wednesdays
at 45 Crowson Way, DSJ.
All welcome!

17




Wildlife across Lincolnshire

This month we will staying be a little closer to the Priory, heading just
about 11 miles by road — to Willow Tree Fen a restored wild Fenland
site of 114 hectares, which links to the only other such sites in
Lincolnshire - Baston Fen and Thurlby Fen. Less than 1% of
Lincolnshire’s wild Fenland remains meaning that the special plants
and animals associated with these wetlands are now rare or
threatened with local extinction. The acquisition of Willow Tree Fen
marked a turning of the tide in terms of losses of these sites by

increasing Lincolnshire’s remaining wetland by 200%.

Reserve: Willow Tree Fen

Location:
West of Spalding, Lincolnshire, PE11 3JH

Before 2009 Willow Tree Fen comprised of
intensively farmed arable fields, just like those
which still surround it on every side. Now,
instead of seeing crops of beans and cereals,
the fields form a traditional fenland landscape
of shallow meres, seasonally flooded pastures,
hay meadows and reedbeds.

It is one of the objectives of the Lincolnshire
Wildlife Trust (“LWT”) to restore areas of lost
fenland habitat and it is this approach which
has been followed at Willow Tree Fen, as well
as nearby reserves at Pinchbeck Slipe and
Baston Fen.

18
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Since the fenland restoration at Willow Tree Fen a whole range of wetland bird species have
arrived at the site, including lapwing, redshank, marsh harrier, snipe, hairy dragonfly and
even otter. In 2021, 97 species of bird and several species of mammal were recorded from
the viewing site.

The most iconic inhabitants of Willow Tree Fen, however, are the cranes the first of which
arrived early in lockdown, in 2020. Not
long after their arrival, this initial pair of
cranes nested, and the hatching of the
resulting chicks marked a first for
Lincolnshire in more than 400 hundred
years. Since then, the reserve has (up to
2025) enjoyed 6 successive years in which
chicks have been raised on the
site. Cranes were once a common sightin
the county, as in many other places across
the UK. However, their size (cranes can
grow to over 5ft in height and weigh up to
6 kgs) made them very popular for well-
to-do menus of the day. At a banquet for
the Archbishop of York, in 1465, an
astonishing 200 were served (presumably
the archbishop had invited a few guests).




Thankfully, cranes remained relatively common on the continent, wandering over on
occasion, before deciding to stay in the UK in 1979 and remaining here since.

From those first few Norfolk birds, there are now around 200 birds in the UK, with the Willow
Tree Fen cranes now resident at the site for almost the whole year, leaving only for a short
period in the depths of winter. Already this year, the pair of cranes which successfully nested
last year have been seen back on the site, still with their juvenile chick in tow. Unfortunately,
this adolescent is going to experience a bit of tough love over the next few weeks, as the
parent birds are expected to chase him away from the nest to (hopefully) make way for
siblings later in the Spring (around May).

One consequence of the cranes arriving at the site is that the footpaths which previously
provided a short trail around the site have been closed. This change was considered
important because the cranes are highly sensitive to disturbance (which is also one of the
reasons that the Willow Tree Fen cranes are not ringed) and it was important to avoid
anything which could cause the birds to abandon the site. It is telling that the birds only
arrived on the site during the first COVID lockdown. The following year — when the site had
been fully reopened to the public —the cranes returned but kept circling the site before flying
off. They only came back and settled when the site had reverted to restricted access.

Now, instead of exploring this site
by foot, the LWT has created an
elevated viewing platform and .
small car park, from which, under ==
the guidance of a volunteer and _
use of their spyglass, you can
often get a great view of the
birds. During one visit to the site
in 2025, | counted 17 cranes (plus
several cattle egrets), but
numbers can reach 30 or 40 at
any one time. Volunteers are on
site from around March onwards,
and the car park / viewing area is
open during daylight hours and
until 7pm in the
Summer. Incredibly, despite its out of the way location, and the now permanent limited
access possibilities, around 20,000 visitors go to Willow Tree Fen every year. This is far more
than the 7-8,000 who visited when the site was fully accessible. |think this tells us something
quite important about how something which can seem like making wildlife less accessible
will deliver far more in the end. Willow Tree Fen also shows very clearly how nature can
thrive if we give it just a little bit of peace and space.

Rachel

Sources: Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust, Wild Lincolnshire: Discovering Lincolnshire wildlife and wild places
(2022); and www.lincstrust.org.uk (accessed various dates).
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A Wander Round Walsingham

“I want an icon to decorate my Mexican themed
hall” | said to my buddy as we returned along the
coastal road from Hemsby Rock’n’Roll weekend.
“You’d get one at Walsingham,” said John, a good
Catholic boy. | knew Walsingham had some
mediaeval Christian connection, but that was
about it, then lo, there in the front of the books in
a charity shop was a guidebook and history of that
very place! (The Lord moving in mysterious
ways?).

In a nutshell, in 1061 the wealthy, widowed lady of the manor, Richeldis de Faverches,
prayed for a way to honour Mary, the mother of Jesus. In visions, the Blessed Virgin showed
her the house where the Annunciation took place, and where she and Joseph raised the
infant Jesus. Richeldis took this as a sign to build a replica, though in wood, of the Holy House.
This soon became a place of veneration, particularly for those unable to participate in a
pilgrimage or Crusade to the Holy Land itself. It became known as ‘England’s Nazareth.’

As Walsingham’s fame
and wealth grew, a
large Priory was
erected alongside the
Shrine, which itself
became enclosed
within the Lady Chapel.
| Sadly, almost all of this
! was destroyed during
Henry VIII's reform-
ation.

~ J& Some three hundred
years later, one Father
Hope Patten believed it
his mission to restore the shrine on land acquired in 1931 close to the original site, this time
the Holy House being in brick and stone, where a new statue of Our Lady now reigns,
enclosed within a new red brick church and this is now the centrepiece which pilgrims visit
today.

Don’t you just love trying to decipher those car park pay points? | finally decided my car was
not a coach and would likely need more than four hours, so reluctantly parted with £7 for 24
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hours. The first place recognised from my guidebook was the Shrine Shop, so | thought I'd
peruse the merchandise and prices and buy later rather than carry around all day. It's a
personal thing, but the model maker in me kept wanting to improve the paintwork of the
many statues in both the shop and the church itself. The worst offender was an airbrush-
painted figure in which the ‘artist’ (and | use the term loosely) seemed to deem it necessary
to enhance Mary’s cleavage in bright red, the result being that the Blessed Virgin seemed to
have a nasty rash across her chest!

It's thought around half a million people visit Walsingham each year, though it’s unclear how
many are pilgrims or simply tourists. Today there appeared to be a coach load of the elderly.
I’d expected the ruins of the Priory to be in the large park, freely accessible to all, so was a
bit peeved to find a further £7 fee needed paying. I'd see what time was left after I'd visited
the ‘new’ church.

In the grounds of the church is a walk where each of the Stations of the Cross is represented
in brick pillars. On a wall are framed reminders of the Beatitudes. Descending a few steps
into a forecourt to the church, some visitors did not seem able to understand signs requesting
silence. Now, it does admit in the guidebook, that some people find the church not to
everyone’s taste. In a single building, little larger than our chancel, there are about ten
separate side chapels with altars. The centrepiece is the “replica” of the Holy House, though
to my mind | would have expected something plainer and simpler than this creation
festooned with candles and decorative ornamentation. But as | said earlier, it’s a personal
thing.

It was nearing time for the Mass. | was a bit disappointed to find I’'d doubled the size of the
congregation. The other one obviously knew the service by heart as she didn’t need the
book. Although this is an Anglican shrine (other denominations have churches around the
village too) the service seemed heavily Catholic, but then | remembered the origins of the
place, a devotion to Mary.

Later on the agenda was “the sprinkling.” At the start of the building’s construction a blocked
up well was uncovered. Congregants are invited to descend a few steps to below floor level
and share a common ladle of spring water, receive the sign of the Cross and otherwise use
any remaining water as desired. The equipment is cleaned and sterilised every night and left
over water decanted into an urn. Pilgrims may take samples away, for which the church asks
a minimum donation for the Walsingham Water labelled plastic bottles, which seemed fair
enough. Far from being the only congregant, the service this time was geared towards a class
of 30 primary school children, obviously Catholic, as was the priest who showed several items
found in the well’s discovery, all dating from the time of Henry VIII.

I’d had about an hour between the Mass and the Sprinkling. The lady at the Priory ruins
grounds said I'd just get around, so | paid another £7, assuring myself that, well someone
must have to be paid to cut the grass. Actually, there are considerable grounds including a
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scenic woodland walk. The centrepiece of the remains is the huge eastern arch/window, a
sad reminder of the splendour now lost forever. A few more pieces of masonry remain, and
+ marks the site of the original Holy House. Look out for signs to the only remaining intact
room, the crypt. | crept in and crept out again with insufficient time to take in all the
history/information boards within. Also on the site is the museum contained within the
preserved old courtroom, but again not time to take it all in.

My back was aching by this time, and | couldn’t face the walk to the ‘Slipper Chapel’ where
pilgrims would take off their shoes or slippers to walk the last mile barefoot.

I’d decided one of the two icons reduced to about half price (£13) suited my purpose and
hoped to find a tasteful and affordable souvenir, preferably specifically relating to the shrine
and preferably a wall hanging. For £8 | got a small tile with the statue of Our Lady of
Walsingham printed on it, and it’s manufactured in Italy, which | thought had a bit more class
than being made in China!

Now, it’s simple to get to Walsingham, as the guidebook says, from King’s Lynn, A148 towards
Fakenham and signposted towards Walsingham and Wells. However, it seems to me that
once the good people of Norfolk have ensnared you, they don’t want you to leave. The signs
only seem to point to Fakenham or Wells; | didn’t actually want to go into either. | plumped
for Fakenham which took me back into Walsingham! | eventually reached Wells, in between
not seeing a sign for the A148 or King’s Lynn (or even Norwich). At Holkham | recognised
where | was, at a junction where you could seemingly get to King’s Lynn by following either
the signpost pointing turn left or the one to straight on. It was nice to see Hunstanton again,
but | was just too tired to stay.

| Hope I've given enough of what to expect at Walsingham. If you’re going, have a nice day,
if you’re coming back — good luck!

Geoffrey (dowt call me Chaurcer) Armstrong

PS — Thanks to John W for running spell cheque (thnaks Geoff - W) over my efforts.
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§  Priory Church

Lent Lunches

every Friday* starting February 20th

Priory Hall, Deeping St James
between 12.00pm and 1.30pm

Why not drop Iin?

Soup, roll & tea or coffee - £6
Soup, roll, sandwich, tea or coffee - £7
Convivial company - priceless!

Proceeds to the work of Priory Church Mission Matters.

* Please note the change of day this year
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Saturday
March 14

at 2p.m
Coronation Hall

16 Halfleet
Market Deeping
Peterborough

PEG6 8DB

FOR TICKETS SCAN THE QR C ODt:
OR CONTACT NATASHA ON 07493 469 560
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. PRIORY CHURCH DEEPING ST JAMES PE6 8NP

Tuesday 24" March 2026 7.30pm Doors open 6.30pm
Licensed Bar from 6.30pm

Only ONLINE Tickets: £23.50 + booking fee Unsighted £12 + booking fee

Book Tickets: www.dsj.org.uk No tickets on door
PARKING is very restricted in village — see website. Church Hall car park Disabled only

STEVEKNIGHTLEY.COM
THE WINTER YARDS | OUT NOW




HUNDREDS OF IDEAS FOR YOUR
NEXT ADVENTURE

DoorzDoor Holidays UK & Ireland
Great Days Out departing from Deeping
Coach Hire get your free quote
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DEEPING CLEANERS
For all vour ¢cleaning requirements
Including
e Curtuns
e Duvets (same dayv service)
e Laundn
e Repairs
e Press only service
Open 6 dayvs a week 08:30 - 17:00
Saturdays 08:30 — 16:00
Same day service

Market Gate, Market Deeping
01778 346620

4 Hormsegate, Deeping S0 James I'E 6 NEN

I\) /. .\.( /1()/(‘\ Ty .
(01778) 380659

NERAL SERVICLES
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24 HOUR SERVICE

Whereys Lane, Bovrme PR 1O 9HIOQ

(01778) 394687

St Goorges Street, Stamford 89 200

(01780) 763092

Traditional and altermative style

funerals and monumental services

Pre-payment Plan Available
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Face of Worcester Bosch 2012

- Pant sdvce and border e
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. Lowa care, Surfeg § seedng

. Garden Clearance, nAbsd remodl § ouA%00r Mantenance o pulen
. Pation & decking

+ Fencing § gate Nangeg

Contact: Roger Carlisle: O780S 045518

email: yourgardenmatters2é
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Stuart Brearley
1:01778 344816  M: 07760 382608
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www.deepinggas.co.uk
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