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From the Vicar 
 
 
 
As I write this, I am sitting in my study, with 
the sun streaming through the windows, 
thinking “what on earth am I doing inside on 
a day like this?  I have a dog, and I have legs 

which work sort of OK (at the present time)!”  But unfortunately, time and 
deadlines wait for no man.  This article needs to be written! 
 
Perhaps after this dreary winter, spring has sprung at last… the sun shines… 
our spirits lift… new life blossoms all around us. 
 
Our seasons in the church walk this path too.  Lent is the period we share in that long difficult 
walk to the Cross, and we learn, as Christians, to bear our own crosses too.  We have that 
sudden explosion of praise and light as we celebrate the triumphal entry on Palm Sunday… a 
mistaken moment if ever there was one (a false Spring, as it were).  The King arrives revealed 
to his people, and then… nothing happens!  Well, actually something does.  Jesus enters the 
temple courts, lays about himself with a whip, and disappears.  Is this the beginning of 
revolution… or the end of our hope?  So near, yet so far. 
 
Finally, we are plunged in the darkness of despair, failure, betrayal and death. 
 
How tempting it is to run away from that, to escape it as soon as possible.  But we are 
encouraged to stay in that place… to be there, and to share with Him, just as He shared all 
with us.  We feel the despair and tragedy of the last hour.  Here, at the Priory Church, we 
mourn the death of hopes and dreams as we gather together for the Good Friday Communion 
liturgy.  We stay in that place of darkness through the following day – Holy Saturday, as we 
reflect and meditate on the story of redemption as told in scripture.  Just as those two 
disciples did on the road to Emmaus. 
 
Then all heaven breaks loose.  The light shines through the darkness, blasting it apart.  Easter 
is here – resurrection, new life, and hope for all.  I wonder if this year we will be revelling in 
the full radiance and warmth of that light, or whether we shall be sitting indoors, away from 
it all, gazing wistfully out of the window, wondering what it must be like in that other place. 
 

Mark 
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In This Month’s Priory News 
 
 
Dear Readers, 
 
Did you remember to put 
your clocks forward on 
March 29th?  Or maybe 
you arrived just in time for 
coffee after the service!  I 

remember a former colleague of mine who felt 
that we should follow the example of some of the 
continental countries and keep to summer time 
throughout the year;  he even tried to practise 
what he preached one autumn by keeping to 
summer time once the rest of us had returned to 
GMT.  As a schoolteacher this unfortunately 
didn’t work very well as he was never in the right 
place at the right time – well, he wasn’t for a day 
or two  - until he realised that something like this 
needs at least an act of Parliament before it will 
work!  Personally I have always found that, 
whatever the time zone I’ve been in, the main problem always seems to be that there are 
“never enough hours in the day” but I’ve no idea how one is supposed to tackle that problem! 
 
Of course this month’s main theme is that of Easter but as I searched online for any suitable 
pictures to brighten up the pages of Priory News at first all I could find seemed to feature 
bunnies and eggs until I added the magic word ‘religious’ into my search.  So far as modern 
society is concerned, just as at Christmas the emphasis is on spending money and partying, 
so, it seems, at Easter the emphasis is again skewed away from the real meaning of the 
season.  So, as Christians, if the subject of Easter comes up in conversation, let us be bold to 
proclaim what it is really all about. 
 
As usual we hope you will scrutinise this month’s issue to find out what is planned, especially 
the services during Holy Week up to Easter.  Then thinking ahead, if you have anything to 
contribute for May’s magazine, please could we have it by Monday, 25th April at the latest?   
Thank you. 
 
Our cover picture this month is one of several which were taken by a former member of our 
church, John Marsh. 

John 
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Prayer for the month  
 
 
An edited version of a prayer by Fr. Larry Snyder, president of 
Catholic Charities USA, offered at the fourth annual White 
House Easter Prayer Breakfast on April 8, 2013 (with 
Presidential references removed) 
 
 
An Easter Prayer 
 
Good and gracious God, 
Our most glorious Creator, 
As we greet the signs in nature around us: 
Of Spring once again regaling us in bloom, 
In the songs of returning birds and fields soon to be planted, 
We give you praise for an even greater sign of new life: 
the resurrection of your Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that we especially celebrate at this time. 
 
The sadness and despair of his death has given way  
to the bright promise of immortality. 
For the Resurrection is our guarantee that justice will triumph over treason, Light will 
overcome darkness, and love will conquer death. 
As we celebrate, we also dare to ask for your grace 
that we may live the promise given to us, 
by imitating the life of Jesus in reaching out to the poor, 
the marginalized, the least among us, 
as we strive to be neighbour to all those we meet, 
 
We praise you in this Easter season. 
Change our lives, change our hearts to be messengers of Easter joy and hope. 
We make our prayer through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord forever. 
 
Amen. 
 

Rev Mark 
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Cooking with Margaret 
Streusel Cake 

 
Ingredients: 
 
 
3 oz butter 
6 oz caster sugar 
1 egg, beaten 
6 oz self raising flour, sifted 
¼ pint milk. 
 
 
Topping 
 
3 oz dark brown sugar 
1 oz melted butter 
1 oz self raising flour 
1 tsp ground cinnamon 
2 oz chopped walnuts 
 
 

Method: 
 
Cream the butter and caster sugar together until light 
and fluffy 
Add the egg & flour to the creamed mixture with milk 
 
Make the topping 
 
Mix sugar with the butter and stir in the flour, ground 
cinnamon and walnuts 
Spoon half the cake mixture into a greased and lined 11 
inch x 7 inch swiss roll tin 
sprinkle with half of topping 
place other half of mixture on top then add remaining 
topping. 
 
Place in a moderate oven 180°C / 350°F / gas 4 & bake 
for 35 mins 
Cool and cut in 12 pieces and enjoy. Margaret. 
 

 
 

Reports & Forthcoming Events 
 

Church Ladies’ Fellowship 
 

On March 5th we held our Annual meeting where we distributed £1200 to the following 
organisations: 
 

Notts and Lincs Air Ambulance  £200 
St Barnabas     £200 
Age Concern Deeping   £100 
Deeping  Library    £300 
Parkinson Bourne    £100 
Priory Church (Spire lighting)  £200 
Deeping Kindness    £100 
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After the presentation Revd Mark started our meeting with our Fellowship prayer.  Flowers 
and a card were taken to Jean Fowler who has broken her leg.  Hilary took names for our 
meal on April 1st at Eventus at 12.30 pm.  Margaret Merchant won the Raffle.  All Committee 
members remain the same as does Margaret Flegg as Chairlady.  Hostesses were Juliet Mills 
and Lynne who filled in for Lin Witherington who was ill. 
 

Our next meeting was on March 19th when Graham from Molecey Mill gave us a brilliant talk 
about  the history of the Mill.  Margaret gave out cards and plants, provided by Dot Turner 
and cards by Carole Mills, to Christine Masters, Liz Spratley and Sandra Hudspeth.  Hostesses 
were Glennis Gibbison and Josie Waghorn.  Carole Mills won the Competition and Juliet Mills 
won the Raffle. 
 

Our next meeting in the hall will be on April 16th when David Blesset will talk about the River 
Welland.  (Note the change of Programme). 

Margaret Flegg - Chairlady. 

 
 

Mission Matters 
 
By the time you read this we shall have had the last of the Lent Lunches.  Thank 
you to all who have supported this event.  In due course we shall let you know 
which charities were supported by your generosity. 
 
I should personally like to thank the ‘kitchen team’ members who have all given their time so 
freely to help.  However, there must be an extra special thanks for the waiters and waitresses 
from the Deeping St James  County Primary School and their headmaster, Mr Westley, who 
brought them along.  They came for five of the six weeks to serve our customers and were 
so efficient, helpful and cheerful.  We couldn’t have managed without them.  Thank you so 
much. 
 
On April 12th we have been fortunate to book Annabelle Davis as a speaker at the morning 
service.  She is the daughter of Warwick Davis and will be speaking as a representative from 
the charity ‘Little People UK’.  Mission Matters will be making a donation to the charity. 
 
Moving on, the Church Choir and ‘friends‘ have agreed to give a concert on May16th to boost 
our funds.  This will include all types of music (not limited simply to Sunday anthems) and will 
also include instrumental performances.  We hope you will be able to support this new 
venture! 
 
Finally, please keep in mind July 19th for our Patronal festivities when we shall host the 
annual Hog Roast, with the Moonlighters.  We look forward to seeing you.  

Victoria  
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Deepings Literary Festival – a Reminder 
 
Don’t forget:  the Deepings Literary Festival takes place this month from the 
19th April to 3rd May. 
 
Further details can be seen in the March issue of Priory News which can be 
viewed on our website at  https://ww.dsj.org.uk   
 
From the Home page click on the “Magazine” tab where you will find copies of the last eight 
issues. 

John 

 
 

Steve Knightley  ‘Sanctuary’ Concert 
 
I was pleased to hear that Steve Knightly 
of ‘Show of Hands’ fame was to visit the 
Priory again but this time with an 
unknown guest playing an unknown (to 
me) instrument and with a programme 
subtitled ‘Songs From Sacred Spaces’.  In 
the event over one hundred people turned 
out on a blustery Tuesday night, a mixture 
of locals and diehard fans of Steve.  I need 
not have worried as Steve performed a 
delightful mix of serious and humorous 
songs,  all introduced in  his laconic style. 
The guest, Daniel, played an instrument 
called a handpan which looked decidedly like a flying saucer and produced a  wonderful bell-
like sound which blended superbly with Steve’s guitar.  (Look it up on Youtube!)  There was 
obvious rapport between the seasoned performer and the dreadlocked young newcomer 
which led to a relaxed atmosphere and a thoroughly enjoyable evening.  Thanks to all who 
helped and particularly to Liz Noble whose organisational skills are inspirational. 

Philip 

 
(Our thanks to Stuart Render for the photograph of the two performers with Rev Mark.) 

 
  

https://ww.dsj.org.uk/
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Rotas for April 

 

Flowers           Coffee 
 

 
 

Sidespersons       Intercessions 
 

 

 
 
 

Giving to the church 
 

 
If you wish to make a donation towards the ongoing work of the 
church you may do so by using the machine at the door or by 
using the QR code on the right.  Alternatively, for regular giving, 
please speak to the Vicar or Treasurer about using a Direct Debit 
bank payment.  You may, of course, prefer to place your donation 
on the plate at the door at the beginning of the service. 
Thank you. 
 
 

Safeguarding of Children 
 
To comply with Safeguarding Policy, submitted pictures of recognisable children must be accompanied by 
written consent to publish from their parents or guardians.  In addition, we will not publish names of any 
pictured children unless specifically requested by their parents or guardians.  Editor: John Worthington, 
Cranmore Farmhouse, PE6 8RN. Tel: 01778 343860; email: priorynews@dsj.org.uk 
 
 

5th Easter Flowers 

12th Easter Flowers 

19th Carole Mills 

26th Chris Pearce 

May 3rd Carole Mills 

10th Joy Cusak 

5th Rob & Kerri 

12th Rosemary & Josie 
19th Jo & Victoria 

26th Lin & Kate 

May 3rd James & Elizabeth 
10th Chris & Liz 

5th Rosemary & Liz 

12th Adrian & Kim 

19th Roger & Liz 

26th Tony & Christine 
May 3rd Trevor & Ann 

10th Adrian & Kim 

April 5th Rev Mark 

12th Niccy 

19th Jo 

26th Nick 

May 3rd Rev Mark 

10th Bet 

mailto:priorynews@dsj.org.uk
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR APRIL 2026 
 
1st Wednesday in Holy Week 
   1.00 pm   House Group 
   Church Ladies’ Fellowship: Carvery Lunch  (NB. change of day) 
   7.30 pm  Compline 
 
2nd Thursday MAUNDY THURSDAY 
   (No 9.30 am Holy Communion today) 
   7.30 pm  Holy Communion with Footwashing 
      followed by Watch 
 
3rd Friday  GOOD FRIDAY 
   9.45 am  Walk of Witness 
   9.30 am  Children’s Activities 
   2.00 pm   Good Friday Liturgy (Holy Communion) 
 
4th Saturday EASTER EVE 
   4.00 pm  Meditation 
 

5th  SUNDAY EASTER DAY 

   6.00 am  Sunrise Service 
   9.00 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   10.15 am Family Communion 
   6.00 pm  Festal Evensong 
 
8th Wednesday 1.00 pm  House Group 
 
9th Thursday 9.30 am  Holy Communion (said) 
 
10th Friday  11.00 am Welcome Space at the Bell Tavern 
   6.45 pm  Choir Practice 
   7.30 pm  Ringers’ practice 
 

12th SUNDAY EASTER 2 

   9.00 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   10.00 am First Sunday Praise with Annabelle Davis (speaker) 
 
15th Wednesday 1.00 pm  House Group 
 
 
16th Thursday 9.30 am  Holy Communion (said) 
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   7.30 pm  Church Ladies’ Fellowship: David Blesset on the  
        Welland 
 
17th Friday  11.00 am Welcome Space at the Bell Tavern 
   2.00 pm  Crafternoon (for venue ‘phone 343860)  
   6.45 pm  Choir Practice 
   7.30 pm  Ringers’ practice 
 
18th Saturday 9.30 am  Safeguarding Training in the hall 
 

19th  SUNDAY EASTER 3 

   9.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP) 
   10.00 am Holy Communion (Order 1) followed by AGM 
 
21st Tuesday Anselm, Abbot of Le Bec, Archbishop of Canterbury, 
        Teacher of the Faith, 1109 
 
22nd Wednesday 1.00 pm  House Group 
    
23rd Thursday George, Martyr, Patron of England 
   9.30 am  Holy Communion (said) 
 
24th Friday  11.00 am Welcome Space at the Bell Tavern 
   6.45 pm  Choir Practice 
   7:30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 
25th Saturday Mark the Evangelist 
   10.00 am Coffee & Cake 
 

26th  SUNDAY EASTER 4 

   10:00 am Holy Communion & Ministry of Healing 
   12.00 noon Baptism 
   2.00 pm  Scouts’ St George’s Day Service 
      (followed by events in the hall garden) 
   6.00 pm  Café Church 
 
29th Wednesday Catherine of Siena, Teacher of the Faith, 1380 
   1.00 pm  House Group 
    
30th Thursday 9.30 am  Holy Communion (said) 
 
 
May 2026 
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1st Friday  Philip and James, Apostles 
   11.00 am Welcome Space at the Bell Tavern 
   2.00 pm  Crafternoon (for venue ‘phone 343860)   
   6.45 pm  Choir Practice 
   7:30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 
2nd Saturday Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, Teacher of the Faith, 37 
 

3rd  SUNDAY EASTER 5 

   9.00 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   10.15 am First Sunday Praise 
   6.00 pm  Choral Evensong 
 
4th Monday English Saints & Martyrs of the Reformation Era 
 
6th Wednesday 1.00 pm  House Group  
 
 
 
 
 

Registers for February/March 2026 
 
Baptism: We welcome into the Lord’s family 
 February 22nd  Mila Ellen Eugenia Thorpe-Santos, daughter of Abigail 
 
Funerals: May they rest in peace and rise in glory: 
 February 5th  Paul Megraw 
 March 9th  Terence (Terry) Langridge 
 March 13th  Jeffrey Stocking 
 
Memorial Service: 
 February 2nd  Peter Foxon 
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Readers and Readings (April 2026) 
 

 Reading 1 Reading 2 Reader Psalm Gospel 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 

 2nd 7.30 
Ex 12: 
1-14 

1 Cor 11: 
23-26 

Martin 
Fisher 

Ps 116: 
1, 10-16 

Jn 13: 
1-17,31b-

35 

EASTER DAY 

5th 
9.00 

Jer 31: 
1-6 

Acts 10: 
34-43 

Caroline 
Herron 

Ps 118: 
14-24 

Mt 28: 
1-10 

10.15 Ted Fisk 

EASTER 2 

12th 9.00 
Acts 2: 

14a,22-32 
1 Pet 1: 

3-9 
Simon 

Marshall 
Ps 16 

Jn 20: 
19-31 

EASTER 3 

19th 10.00 
Acts 2: 

14a,36-41 
1 Pet 1: 
17-23 

Niccy 
Fisher 

Ps 116: 
1-8 

Lk 24: 
13-35 

EASTER 4 

26th 10.00 
Acts 2: 
42-47 

1 Pet 2: 
19-25 

Helen 
Williams 

Ps 23 
Jn 10: 
1-10 

EASTER 5 

May 
3rd 

9.00 
Acts 7: 
55-60 

1 Pet 2: 
2-10 

Victoria 
Worthington 

Ps 31: 
1-5 (15-16) 

Jn 14: 
1-14 

10.15 Trevor Harwood 

 
 
 
 
The following is the first of three articles on the subject of Patrons of Deeping St James 
Priory which Sonia has written for Priory News.  
 

Patrons of  Deeping St James Priory 
1. Elizabeth Holland 

 

On 1st December,1539 Thorney Abbey was dissolved along with its 
priory at Deeping St James.  The last days of the Priory however were 
closely wrapped up with the intrigues of court life under Henry VIII. 
 
Prior to the Dissolution, manual labour had ceased to be part of daily 
life for most Benedictine monks and so the Priory’s lands had been 
granted on a lease to produce an annual income to support the  
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house, their tenant being Elizabeth Holland.  Elizabeth, also known as Bess, was the daughter 
of Thomas Holland of Swineshead who served the Duke of Norfolk as his secretary.  Bess 
herself entered the household of the Duke and Duchess in 1526 with the role of caring for 
their children.  The marriage of the Duke and Duchess had probably never been a success 
and finally broke up when the Duke took Bess as his mistress.  In 1534 the Duchess went to 
live in Hertfordshire and Bess was installed in the Duke’s palace at Kenninghall. 
 
Around the same time the king found himself attracted to the Duke’s niece Anne Boleyn, to 
whom Bess now became lady in waiting.  Bess attended Queen Anne at her coronation and 
was still at court in 1537 (after Anne’s execution) being present at Queen Jane Seymour’s 
funeral cortège.  In 1540 the Duke of Norfolk was granted the possessions of the now 
dissolved Deeping Priory and not long after also received permission to dispose of them, 
passing them on to Bess. 
 
In 1536 the Duke had put his own security ahead of family loyalty when he presided at the 
trial of his niece Anne Boleyn.  A second niece, Katharine Howard, who had married the king 
after his divorce from Anne of Cleves, was also executed in 1542.  In 1546 it was alleged that 
the Duke and his son, Henry Earl of Surrey, were planning to arrange a further match between 
Norfolk’s daughter, Mary Howard, and the king.  The match was in any case dubious as Mary 
was herself the widow of the king’s illegitimate son, the Duke of Richmond.  Norfolk and his 
son were both arrested in December 1546 and charged with treason.  Surrey was executed 
but Norfolk escaped, only because the king himself died the night before the execution was 
due to take place.  Norfolk remained in prison for the whole of Edward VI’s reign but was 
released by Queen Mary who was keen to promote Catholic families. 
 
Bess’s jewels were taken when the Duke was arrested and despite being his mistress for 
many years gave evidence against him at his trial, probably under duress.  However it is 
believed she sent money and food to the Duke during his imprisonment.  In 1547 she married 
Henry Reppes of Mendham Hall in Norfolk.  She became pregnant but like so many women 
of her day died in childbirth.  If her child survived, the Deeping property would pass to the 
child (and thus to her husband).  Two surgeons were in attendance; one 
refused to have anything more to do with the situation but it is claimed 
that the second, at the instigation of Reppes, performed a caesarean.  
Reppes maintained that the child was born alive but accusations were 
made that the witnesses were tampered with, charges which seem to 
have stuck.  In any case Bess’s brother Thomas Holland eventually 
recovered the former Priory’s lands from Reppes.  He then sold them 
together with the patronage of the church to Simon Lowe, a merchant tailor of London, the 
deal being completed in 1549. 
 

Sonia 
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Wildlife across Lincolnshire (4) 
 

Reserve: Dole Wood 
 

Location: Obthorpe Lane, Thurlby, Bourne, 
  nearest postcode PE10 0ES 
 

April has to be the time to go to Dole Wood to see the bluebells, 
which typically begin flowering this month and continue into May.  
British bluebells – Hyacinthoides non-scripta – are a 
welcome and sure sign that we are coming into 
longer days and (hopefully) warmer weather, and 
Dole Wood has them in abundance. 
 

Dole Wood is a remaining fragment of the formerly 
extensive primary woodland which covered much 
of South Kesteven.  The wood consists mainly of 
oak, hazel, alongside ash, field maple, wych elm and 
wild service tree.  Both common and midland 
hawthorn can also be seen and, by April, should be 
covered in their pretty blossom.  
 

One of the reasons bluebells thrive at Dole Wood is 
because it is specifically managed to ensure that 
sufficient sunlight breaks through to the forest 
floor.  It’s an interesting example of how human 

intervention in nature, via management, can help 
to increase biodiversity.   At Dole Wood the 
management includes bramble control, coppicing 
and maintenance of some permanent glades.  
Such is the biodiversity at Dole Wood that, 
according to the Woodland Trust, over 120 species 
of moth have been identified at the site as well as 
a range of birdlife including the great spotted 
woodpecker, treecreeper, whitethroat, blackcap 
and willow warbler.  Managing natural spaces is, 
of course, not new.  People have effectively 
“managed” woodlands for thousands of years – as 
they made use of the food and fuel produced 
within these natural habitats as part of their 
annual cycle through the seasons.  However, 
despite careful management, the native British 
bluebell still has its threats, including from non-
native varieties, in particular the Spanish bluebell. 
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The Spanish bluebell – Hyacinthoides Hispanica – was introduced into the U.K. by the 
Victorians as a garden plant, but subsequently escaped into the wild, probably due to careless 
disposal of bulbs and pollination.  Today, Spanish bluebell can be found alongside our native 
bluebell in woodlands, as well as on roadsides and in gardens.  It is a more vigorous variety 
than our native bluebell and so can easily out compete it for resources like light and space.  
It can also hybridise with the British bluebell, over time, changing the genetic make-up of our 
native species and diluting its special characteristics.  
Native bluebells have:  
 -  narrow leaves, about 1 – 1.5 cm wide; 
 -  deep violet-blue (sometimes white), narrow 

tubular-bell flowers, with tips that curl back; 
 -  flowers only on one side of the stems 
 -  definitely drooping stems; and 
 -  cream coloured pollen inside. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Spanish bluebells have: 
 

 -  broad leaves, about 3cm wide; 
 -  pale blue (often white or pink) conical-bell 

flowers, with spreading, open tips 
 -  flowers all around the stem; 
 -  upright stems; and 
 -  blue or pale green coloured pollen inside. 
 

So, sadly, our common bluebell is not so common – 
another reason why human intervention and 
management at Dole Wood is so important.  But it isn’t just the bluebells which benefit from 
this.  Dole Wood is also an excellent site to see, at the right time of the year, wood anemone 
– a low-growing flower with large white or purple streaked petals surrounding a yellow 
centre – and wild garlic – with its white, star-like flowers.  If you’re really lucky you might 
even find early purple orchids which are the first to emerge in Spring.  Look carefully for pink-
ish purple flowers, loosely clustered together in a spike.  Other flowers to keep an eye out 
for include celandines – sunshine yellow, star-like flowers growing along the woodland floor. 
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The local Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust group in Bourne is holding an open day at Dole Woods 
on 26th April should you fancy a visit with the potential for tea and cake thrown in. 
Rachel 
 
Sources: Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust, Wild Lincolnshire: Discovering Lincolnshire wildlife and 
wild places (2022); and www.lincstrust.org.uk <http://www.lincstrust.org.uk/>  (accessed 
various dates). 
 
 
 

Geoff’s Dad and Tennessee Ernie 
 
May I take this opportunity to thank those who offered their prayers and support during my 
father, Bill Armstrong’s hospitalisation, and entry in the Laurels until, and following, his death 
last October.  Thanks especially to Mark and Sonia for presiding over the cremation and 
interment of ashes, respectively. 
 
Sadly, in his declining years, Dad found the “awful world we’re living in” an “increasingly 
hostile and threatening place”, where “everything’s so complicated” extended beyond TV 
sets and phones (I’d have to agree!) to his mantra being aimed at even the simpler things in 
life like adjusting the heating. 
 
So, planning for the inevitable, I’d decided that Peace in the Valley would be an apt choice of 
music to be played, and thought it highly unlikely that it wouldn’t have been recorded by one 
of his all-time favourites, Tennessee Ernie Ford, or just “Tennessee Ernie.” As Dad called him 
as though they were on first name terms.  Some of you may know hits like ‘Sixteen Tons’ and 
‘Shotgun Boogie’, but here’s a less remembered side of “Ol’ Ern.” 
 
Ernest Jennings Ford was born in 1919 on the Tennessee side of the city of Bristol which 
straddles the state line and from early childhood sang Gospel music at 
the local Methodist church.  Graduating from school he became one 
of the very first radio announcers to announce the Japanese attack on 
Pearl Harbour, subsequently enlisting, meeting and marrying Betty, to 
whom he was wed for 46 years until her death in 1989. 
 
Post war, Ernie Ford resumed his radio career, where, from 9 am to 
10 am he began to develop his alter ego, “Tennessee Ernie”, many 
listeners failing to realise that the otherwise genial broadcaster and 
the crazed hillbilly were actually one and the same!  By 1948 his 
growing popularity was gaining TV exposure and entertainment 
majors were sensing a potentially lucrative crossover into the pop and mainstream world.  

http://www.lincstrust.org.uk/
http://www.lincstrust.org.uk/
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1949 saw a major contract with Capitol records, backed by a red-hot team of highly 
innovative musicians behind Ernie’s booming and endlessly versatile voice, and by 1955 he 
had his own daytime TV show. 
 
Struggling now to fit in recordings, Capitol suggested a possible B-side might be a cover of 
Merle Travis’s 1947 folk song, ‘Sixteen Tons’.  Ernie’s version went ballistic!  (Years later he 
was invited to tour the Soviet Union to demonstrate to its citizens how Americans lived, 
enslaved and in debt to the system!).  It was the fastest selling record in Capitol’s history. 
 
Ford Motors, looking for a star name to front their own TV show didn’t initially believe that 
Ford was Ernie’s real name.  The show was in the top ten for the next five years.  However, 
Henry Ford II wanted to tone down his namesake’s Hillbilly image, but by then Ernie Ford 
wielded sufficient power to show where his real interest lay – ending each shown with a 
Gospel song or hymn.  The company baulked at such a controversial idea, but Ernie insisted 
it was the most happy and beautiful music ever heard.  Resistance crumbled under an 
onslaught of letters from delighted viewers, some of whom only tuned in for the show’s 
closing sacred performance.  Three months later Perry Como was closing his own show with 
a Gospel number! 
 
Ernie continued to rack up “firsts”: the  first country artist to headline the London Palladium 
in 1953.  Over his lengthy career of almost 100 albums, 45 were Gospel or sacred music.  
1957’s “Hymns” spent an unprecedented six years on the charts.  One was Grammy 
nominated. 
 
At the height of his popularity Ernie suddenly quit his shows announcing a move to San 
Francisco which, the family ever his priority, he felt more conducive to his sons’ upbringing. 
 
In 1978 Tennessee Ernie Ford finally achieved his dream: an all-Gospel TV Special.  It became 
at the time the highest rated programme in TV history and featured singer Della Reese.  Of 
her great friend Ms Reese said “he sang songs from the churches of his people.  If you’ve ever 
been a Gospel singer, you’re always a Gospel singer and whatever else you sing, some of that 
comes out in there, because that’s what Gospel does; it seeps through.” 
 
Tennessee Ernie lived by his father’s advice to never get above a man who’s buying a ticket 
to see you.  Friends and associates remembered his humility, compassion and “just one of 
the boys” attitude.  
 
In 1984 Ernie was awarded the greatest honour to be bestowed on a civilian when President 
Ronald Reagan conferred upon him the Presidential Medal of Freedom.  Ernie died in 1991, 
36 years to the day of the release of Sixteen Tons. 
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My own father died in the Tennessee Ernie Ford T-shirt I’d bought him, so I wore mine to the 
service.  Among his effects was a Tennessee Ernie DVD I’d bought him.  The bonus feature is 
almost an hour’s worth of Gospel music clips, including one about a lighthouse – see one of 
my previous articles.  I’m not lending stuff out, but if anyone 
wishes to see it, feel free to make an appointment to come 
round, and you never know, there might be a certain brand of 
Tennessee sippin’ whiskey on offer to help set the scene. 
 
As Ol’ Ern used to say to close the show “Bless your little pea 
pickin’ hearts”  
Happy Trails 

“Texas” Geoff 

PS  A Tennessee Ernie Joke: 
Ernie: “What did one carrot say to the other?” 
Interviewer: “I don’t know, what did one carrot say to the other?” 
Ernie: “Nothin.’  Carrots can’t talk.” 
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