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From the Vicar 
 
 
One of my favourite rock groups is the 
Canadian progressive rock group Rush. 
Rush was a trio of outstanding musicians – 
not least the drummer, Neil Peart, 
nicknamed ‘The Professor’. Peart was 

rated as one of, if not the best, drummer in the world, for his technical 
expertise, musicality, and creativity. He played one of the largest drum 
set-ups in the business. He was also the main lyricist, and to top it all, a 
genuinely humble and nice guy. Peart was irreplaceable. 
 

Peart died in January 2020. Rush decided they would call it a day. In September 2022, the 
two surviving members played in a tribute concert to another drummer. At this event, Paul 
McCartney set the germ in their minds that they might continue. This year, they are touring 
their ’50-something’ tour, with German drummer Anika Nilles, herself a brilliant drummer. 
She has promised that she is not replacing Peart – rather humouring his memory. She will 
be playing his music, but not slavishly copying. Rather it will be her own twist to it – 
sometimes copying, other times making it her own. And as she is playing, the audience will 
see Peart playing on a big screen behind her. 
 

In John’s Gospel, Jesus is preparing his disciples for a time when he will no longer be with 
them. He says to them, in chapter 16 it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go 
away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you…  When the Spirit 
of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will 
speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. He will 
glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you… 
 

Now, obviously, there is a profound difference between replacing a drummer in a rock 
group, and replacing Jesus – I am not claiming any level of equality whatsoever. But as an 
analogy, it is quite interesting. As we celebrate Pentecost later this month, we find the 
ultimate ‘replacement’ in the coming of the Holy Spirit. Biblical scholar Stephen Smalley 
wrote of the Spirit as Jesus’ alter-ego. (When I quoted this in an A-level essay, I got marked 
down!). But, for the disciples in their loss, the Spirit was what kept them going… gave them 
a new lease of life… transformed their world. He did not replace Jesus by removing His 
memory and taking His place. Rather, by bringing back that memory – all that Jesus was – 
to the present and the future. Jesus was truly with them in all they were, and all they did. 
 

Come, Holy Spirit! 
 

Mark 
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In This Month’s Priory News 
 
Dear Readers, 
 
As many of you may be 
aware, our Editor has taken 
a well earned rest from his 
duties at the computer and 
is enjoying time away in 
Orkney.  We all need to 

have time away from regular tasks and 
commitments and to spend it travelling or 
sightseeing can be a great relaxation.  As you will 
see from Geoff’s Journeys at least one of our 
congregation has been away from the area and 
has written an interesting article on his visit to the 
Tower of London.  If you feel you have anything to 
contribute to the Priory News we will be pleased 
to receive your articles.  Don’t worry if you don’t 
have the facilities to type them up and email them 
in – clearly hand written articles will be fine and it 
can be typed up for you. We aim to reflect the 
Priory Church and its members and your 
memories and contributions are of interest and 
importance.  
 
With next month’s issue in mind, if you have 
anything to contribute for June’s magazine, 
please could we have it by Monday, 25th May at 
the latest?   
Thank you. 
 
We are grateful to Matt Fridlington for the photograph of pear blossom on the front cover. 

Caroline 
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Prayer for the month  
 
When Churches Together in the Deepings hold their Lent 
Lunches, the proceeds are divided between Christian Aid and 
CAFOD (the Catholic Agency for Overseas Development). The 
CAFOD website has produced a very simple prayer for families 
for Pentecost – short, but finely tuned! 
 
It picks up the two signs that appeared to the disciples in the 
upper room – the rushing wind, and the tongues of fire. It 
focusses on two aspects of those images. The wind that blows 
things away, and the fire that, from a small start, can fan into a 
large blaze – especially when fanned by a rushing wind! 
 
And it leaves us with that tantalising question – what does it 
mean to be a ‘Pentecost person’? 
 

Holy Spirit, 
Blow away the things that keep people apart. 

Light your flame of love and hope in us, 
so that we can be your Pentecost people today. 

Amen. 
 

Rev Mark 

 
 
 
 

Easter Flowers 
 
I would like to thank all the flower ladies together with the helpers who 
helped to decorate the church for the Easter services. It was a joy to be 
arranging flowers And it was great to see we had so much support. 
Thank you once again.  It all looked amazing. 
 
I would also like to thank Dorothy for the very kind donation towards the flowers  
 

Christine  

  



7 
 

Cooking with Margaret 
Spiced Beef Bake 

 
Ingredients: 
 
1 lb minced beef 
1 Onion Chopped 
Cajan seasoning - 1 tbsp 
2oz Ready to eat dried Apricots 
2 Eggs  
1/2 pint of Milk 
Flaked Almonds for topping 

Method: 
 
Dry fry mince drain off fat, add onion and 
seasoning  and cook for 2 minutes, chop Apricots and 
add pour into shallow oven proof dish.  
 
Whisk Eggs and milk seasoning lightly and pour on to 
meat. Sprinkle with almonds and bake at 200⁰C  mark 6 
400°F for 40- 45 minutes,  until set. 

 
 

Reports & Forthcoming Events 
 

Church Ladies’ Fellowship 
 
On April 1st we held our Annual lunch at Eventus House and 24 members attended. 
Hilary Gentle had arranged the meal and I am assured all enjoyed it.  Josie  Waghorn won the 
Raffle  and Margaret  handed all present a pen.   
 
On April 16th  we held our meeting in the Church Hall.  Margaret had received two letters 
of thanks, from Notts and Lincs Air Ambulance and St Barnabas, for the money sent in 
March.  David Blesset  ave us a sideshow of the River Welland from its start at Sibbertoft to 
its end at the Wash and all the interesting  places enroute.  Margaret thanked  David and 
Juliet Mills presented him with a bottle of wine.  Christine Pearce won the raffle and Anthea 
Wray won the competition for a necklace.  Our next meeting will take place on May 7th and 
Christine Masters will help up make a Buttonhole.  Please bring 5 Ivy leaves and a thin piece 
of ribbon on the night .  
 

Margaret Flegg - Chairlady. 
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Mission Matters 
 
We hope you will be able to support our next fundraising venture in May:  Chris and the Choir 
have kindly agreed to give a concert in aid of our funds.  This will be a ‘Choir & Friends’ concert 
so not only will you be able to hear the choir perform items not normally heard on a Sunday 
morning (!) but there will be guest items including instrumental pieces.  The concert will start 
at 7.00 pm in the church.  Tickets, priced at £10 (school-age children free), will include 
refreshments and will be available early in the month from Victoria (07768 343860) or 
members of Mission Matters. 

Victoria 

 
 

Little People UK 
 

On Sunday April 12th we were privileged to welcome 
Annabelle Davis to our First Sunday Praise Service.  
Annabelle was representing Little People UK, an 
organisation her parents had set up to help people 
suffering from dwarfism.  She spoke about how the 
charity had spread over the years and how people with 
dwarfism were now given the opportunity to meet 
together at a variety of events during the year to discuss 
problems and enjoy time together.  She placed emphasis 
on ‘confidence’ and how the organisation went into 
schools so that they could better understand the 
problems children with the condition faced and hoe to 
help them and give them confidence to go out and 
achieve their ambitions in life. 
 

Annabelle was friendly and approachable and very willing to chat and answer questions over 
coffee.  Thank you for your very generous donations to this charity which amounted to £110 
which, when added to Mission Matters’ donation totalled an overall £360. 
 

Victoria 

Safeguarding of Children 
 
To comply with Safeguarding Policy, submitted pictures of recognisable children must be accompanied by 
written consent to publish from their parents or guardians.  In addition, we will not publish names of any 
pictured children unless specifically requested by their parents or guardians.  Editor: John Worthington, 
Cranmore Farmhouse, PE6 8RN. Tel: 01778 343860; email: priorynews@dsj.org.uk 

mailto:priorynews@dsj.org.uk
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Good Friday Children’s Easter Activities 2026 
 

Our annual event for local children and their families began in Church with a lovely worship 
service for Good Friday led by Mark and Sonia, which included two of our favourite hymns – 
Lord of the Dance and Give me Joy in my Heart, and an appropriate Easter prayer: 
 

 God made you and God made me,  
 He made the world for us to see. 
 God loves you and long ago,  
 He sent his Son to tell us so. 
 

 Jesus showed us many things,  
 To love and share and dance and sing. 
 To learn and pray, to help and care, 
 He promised he’d be always there. 
 He died but then came back to live, 
 Let’s celebrate for he’s alive!   
 Amen. 
 

After a slow start on numbers, all credit and thanks 
to the amazing Rob, who literally dragged families in 
from their walks on Church Street, to take part – and 
they all thanked him for it!  Seventeen children took 
part in the activities, filling boxes full of lovely things 
to enjoy over the Easter weekend 
 
 

As always, a heartfelt thanks to Sonia, Mark and all 
the volunteers who work so hard to make the 
morning a success – Rosemary, Chris, Liz, Jan, Lynn, 

Carol, Helen, Kate, Liz, Roger, Sheryl, Victoria, Vicki, 
Steve and Rob.    The kitchen team kept all the 
volunteers supplied with plentiful drinks and treats all 
morning.   
 

Special thanks to the teenagers who are always so 
brilliant at getting stuck in running the activities and 
enjoying themselves in the process – Arthur, Hugh, 
James, Edward, Rosie, Bethany and Emma.   Also 
lovely to welcome Nathaniel, who did a great job 
helping for the first time on his own stall.     
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Thank you to Tesco for their sponsorship of the hot cross buns which were much enjoyed, as 
was the chocolate raffle which fully covered the resources costs of running the 
morning.   Thank you to everyone in the congregation for your kind donations of these 
goodies, we couldn’t do it without your ongoing support.  
 

Easter is a time of reflection, gratitude and celebration; the Good Friday children’s service 
and activities allow everyone involved – children, families, helpers - to share in these 
emotions, working joyfully together in our cherished Church, and village, community.   
 

Lisa   

 

Rotas for May 

 

Flowers           Coffee 
 

 
 

Sidespersons       Intercessions 
 

 

 
 
 

Registers for April 2026 
 
Funerals: May they rest in peace and rise in glory: 

21.4.26 (Beryl) Aleta Miller 

 
  

3rd Carole Mills 

10th Joy Cusak 

17th Christine Masters 

24th Carole Mills 

31st Chris Pearce 

June 7th Eileen Day 

3rd James & Elizabeth 

10th Victoria & John 
17th Rob & Kerri 

24th Rosemary & Josie 
31st Chris & Liz 

June 7th Lin & Kate 

3rd Trevor & Ann 

10th Adrian & Kim 

17th Rosemary & Liz 
24th Roger & Liz 

31st Tony & Christine 
June 7th Trevor & Ann 

3rd Rev Mark 

10th Bet 

17th Sandra 

24th Niccy 

31st tba 

June 7th Rev Mark 
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Deepings Pantry 

 
For many years Churches in the Deepings have been supporting the Foodbank through 
collections of non-perishable food and toiletries. Since Trussell Trust Foodbank closed on 
31st March 2026 after 12 years serving the Deepings community, we realised that there is 
still a need to support local people who often have limited access to vehicles and would 
struggle to pick up from food banks in other towns like Bourne or Stamford. 
 
Therefore, we are excited to announce the opening of the new foodbank,   
 
DEEPINGS PANTRY.  
 
We opened for food collections from 6th April 2026. 
Food Donation requests should still be made to the existing phone number 07516717346 
by 10.30am on the Monday to allow us time to pack your items. 
 
Food Collection Point will remain as 
The Cross School, 1 Eastgate, Deeping St James, PE6 8HH 
 
Food Collection times will remain as 
Monday 12:00-13:00 
 
To run the Pantry under the Trussell Trust Umbrella it will be necessary for the new 
Trustees to make an application to operate as a Community Interest Organisation as was 
the case with the previous Foodbank. Until this is completed, we cannot benefit from food 
collections at Tescos. 
 
We are therefore appealing to Deepings Churches to consider reinstating collection points 
for food and toiletry donations in favour of the Deepings Pantry. 
Thank you. 
 

Kate Drewett  

on behalf of the Deepings Pantry 
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Christian Aid Week 
10th-16th May 2026 

 
 
 
Christian Aid Week is the UK's longest-running fundraising week, having been held every 
year since 1957. It’s a special time when we come together to fight extreme poverty. This 
year the focus is on Kenya and the inspiring work of Christian Aids Partner Beacon of Hope. 
This is an extract from Christian Aids fundraising publicity 
You can support families facing the daily stress of food insecurity in Nairobi. 

In the crowded and noisy settlements of Nairobi, parents like Fridah wake up knowing they 
must earn money – otherwise their children won’t eat that evening. But with tools, seeds 
and training from our partner, Beacon of Hope, families can grow nutritious vegetables in 
small city spaces and grow hope for the future. 

Every pound you raise could help: 

▪ provide seeds and tools so people can grow food in small spaces. 
▪ fund training so people can plan and protect their livelihoods. 
▪ support community-led projects that strengthen food security and income . 

How to donate to Christian Aid  

Scan the QR code or use the link  below which will take you to  the Just 
Giving page for the Deepings C.A.Group. 

https://caw.christianaid.org.uk/envelope-2026/katedeepings-ca-
group?UTM_SOURCE=envelope&UTM_MEDIUM=shared-
qr&UTM_CAMPAIGN=CAW&UTM_CONTENT=Kate%2CDeepings%20C.A.%20Group 

There will be envelopes for cash donations available at Church on 10th May.     

On Sunday 17th May Churches Together will be hosting a Scones and Strawberry Tea at the 
Priory Church Hall between 2.30 and 4pm for a suggested donation of £2.00 to which all are 
welcome. All proceeds to Christian Aid.  
 
Thank you 

Kate Drewett 

 
  

https://caw.christianaid.org.uk/envelope-2026/katedeepings-ca-group?UTM_SOURCE=envelope&UTM_MEDIUM=shared-qr&UTM_CAMPAIGN=CAW&UTM_CONTENT=Kate%2CDeepings%20C.A.%20Group
https://caw.christianaid.org.uk/envelope-2026/katedeepings-ca-group?UTM_SOURCE=envelope&UTM_MEDIUM=shared-qr&UTM_CAMPAIGN=CAW&UTM_CONTENT=Kate%2CDeepings%20C.A.%20Group
https://caw.christianaid.org.uk/envelope-2026/katedeepings-ca-group?UTM_SOURCE=envelope&UTM_MEDIUM=shared-qr&UTM_CAMPAIGN=CAW&UTM_CONTENT=Kate%2CDeepings%20C.A.%20Group
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR MAY 2026 
 
1st Friday  Philip and James, Apostles 
   11.00 am Welcome Space at the Bell Tavern 
   2.00 pm  Crafternoon (for venue ‘phone 343860)   
   6.45 pm  Choir Practice 
   7:30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 
2nd Saturday Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, Teacher of the Faith, 37 
 

3rd  SUNDAY EASTER 5 

   9.00 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   10.15 am First Sunday Praise 
   6.00 pm  Choral Evensong 
 
4th Monday English Saints & Martyrs of the Reformation Era 
 
6th Wednesday 1.00 pm  House Group 
 
7th Thursday 9.30 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   7.30 pm  Church Ladies’ Fellowship: Flower Arranging 
 
8th Friday  Julian of Norwich, Spiritual Writer c.1417 
   11.00 am Welcome Space at The Bell Tavern 
   6.45 pm  Choir Practice 
   7.30 pm   Ringers’ Practice 
 

10th  SUNDAY EASTER 6 

   Christian Aid Week begins 
   10.00 am Holy Communion 
 
13th Wednesday 1.00 pm  House Group 
 
14th Thursday Ascension Day 
   9.30 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   7.30 pm  Holy Communion 
 
15th Friday  Matthias the Apostle (transferred from 14th May) 
   11.00 am Welcome Space at the Bell Tavern 
   2.00 pm  Crafternoon (for venue ‘phone 343860)   
   6.45 pm  Choir Practice 
   7.30 pm  Ringers’ practice 
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16th Saturday 7.00 pm  Choir Concert 
 

17th SUNDAY EASTER 7 

   9.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP) 
   10.00 am Holy Communion (Order 1) 
   12.00 noon Baptism 
 
19th Tuesday Dunstan, Archbishop of Canterbury, Restorer of Monastic Life, 988 
 
20th Wednesday Alcuin of York, Abbot of Tours, 804 
   1.00 pm  House Group 
 
21st Thursday 9.30 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   7.30 pm  Church Ladies’ Fellowship: Keep Fit 
 
22nd Friday  11.00 am Welcome Space at the Bell Tavern 
   6.45 pm  Choir Practice 
   7.30 pm  Ringers’ practice 
 

24th  SUNDAY PENTECOST 

   10.00 am Holy Communion with Ministry of Healing 
   12.00 noon Baptism 
   6.00 pm  Churches Together United Service at St Guthlac’s 
 
25th Monday The Venerable Bede, Monk at Jarrow, Scholar, Historian, 735 
 
26th Tuesday Augustine, First Archbishop of Canterbury, 605 
 
27th Wednesday 1.00 pm  House Group 
    
28th Thursday 9.30 am  Holy Communion (said) 
 
29th Friday  11.00 am Welcome Space at the Bell Tavern 
   2.00 pm  Crafternoon (for venue ‘phone 343860) 
   6.45 pm  Choir Practice 
   7:30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 
30th Saturday 10.00 am Coffee & Cake 
 

31st  SUNDAY TRINITY SUNDAY 

   10:00 am Holy Communion 
   12.00 noon Baptism 
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June 2026 
 
1st Monday The Visit of the Blessed Virgin Mary to Elizabeth 
   Justin, Martyr at Rome c.165 
 
3rd Wednesday 1.00 pm  House Group 
   7.30 pm  Children’s Ministry Meeting 
    
4th Thursday 9.30 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   7.30 pm  Church Ladies’ Fellowship: Outing 
 

 
Readers and Readings (May 2026) 

 

 Reading 1 Reading 2 Reader Psalm Gospel 

EASTER 5 

 3rd 
9.00 

Acts 7: 
55-60 

1 Pet 2: 
2-10 

Victoria 
Worthington 

Ps 31: 
1-5 (15-

16) 

Jn 14: 
1-14 

10.15 Trevor Harwood 
EASTER 6 

10th 10.00 
Acts 17: 
22-31 

1 Pet 3: 
13-22 

Kate 
Drewett 

Ps 66: 
7-18 

Jn 14: 
15-21 

EASTER 7 

17th 10.00 
Acts 1: 

6-14 
1 Pet 4: 
12-14 

John 
Worthington 

Ps 68: 
1-10 (32-35) 

Jn 17: 
1-11 

PENTECOST 

24th 10.00 
Acts 2: 

1-21 
1 Cor 12: 

3b-13 
Caroline 
Herron 

Ps 104: 
24-34  

Jn 7: 
37-39 

TRINITY SUNDAY 

31st 10.00 
Isa 40: 

12-17, 27-31 
2 Cor 13: 

11-13 
Simon 

Marshall 
Ps 8 

Mt 28: 
16-20 

TRINITY 1  (Proper 5) 

June 
7th 

9.00 
Hos 5: 
15-6:6 

Rom 4: 
13-25 

Joy 
Cunningham 

Ps 50: 
7-15 

Mt 9: 
9-13, 18-26 

10.15 Geoff Armstrong 
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Here is the second of Sonia’s three articles on the subject of 
Patrons of Deeping St James Priory.  
 

Patrons of  Deeping St James Priory 
 

 2. The Lowe family 
 

After the death of Elizabeth Holland her brother sold the lands of the former priory together 
with the right of presenting its vicar to Simon Lowe, a merchant tailor from London, Simon 
Lowe came from modest origins but prospered in his business, rising to be master of the 
Merchant Tailors’ guild and acquiring property in Suffolk as well as Lincolnshire. His home 
was near London Bridge and he also owned several properties in the city. He became an M 
P, first for Stafford and then for Shoreham, and was also one of the officers appointed to 
examine exports of wool. He died in 1576 and was buried in the church of St Magnus the 
Martyr near London Bridge. He had three sons, Timothy, Thomas and John. 
 

Simon Lowe’s first opportunity to act as patron of Deeping St James came in 1560 following 
the death of the previous vicar, Roger Westby. He presented Thomas Thompson who, 
according to diocesan records,was like many new vicars, a married man. Rev’d Thompson did 
‘celebrate the holy mysteries but was little versed in sacred learning and had little Latin’. His 
stipend was £6/19/9d augmented by a further stipend as rector of Eton, for which he had to 
pay a fine of 3s for holding more than one living. 
 

Simon’s son Timothy presented the next vicar,Walter Smythe’s, in 1582. Timothy was a JP 
and was knighted in 1603. His brother Thomas presented the next two vicars, Robert More 
B.A. in 1605 and the unusually named Paramore Jones in 1619. Thomas was a member of the 
Haberdashers’ company, serving as its master on three occasions. He became an alderman 
for Billingsgate in 1594,sheriff of London in 1595, was knighted in 1603 and became Lord 
Mayor of London in 1604. He was also governor of the Levant company in 1605, MP for the 
City of London from 1606-1611, 1614 and 1621-1623. In 1610 he became president of St 
Bartholomew’s hospital. In 1616 he also served as colonel of the East Regiment trained 
bands, He died in 1623. 
 

John Lowe, Simon’s other son, illustrates the divisions in families on account of their beliefs. 
John went abroad to study at Douai, entering the English College at Rome in 1581. Ordained 
deacon at Rome and subsequently priest, he returned to England in 1583 with the aim of 
winning people back to the Roman Church. Walking near London Bridge with his mother one 
day he was heard speaking about his aspirations to martyrdom. He was immediately 
arrested, taken to the Clink prison, and was hung, drawn and quartered at Tyburn on 5th 
October, 1586 along with two other Catholic priests. When Pope John Paul II beatified 65 
martyrs of England in 1987, John Lowe was one of that number. 
 

Sonia  
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Wildlife across Lincolnshire  (5) 
 
Reserve: Baston Fen 
 
Location:  Counter Drain Drove, Baston 
  PE6 9PX 
 

Bitterns are booming in 
Baston!  These birds are 
admittedly a rare sight, but that’s not really the 
main point of bitterns, I don’t think. Highly 
camouflaged, small and very shy, bitterns are 
probably best known for their distinctive voice 
which can be heard up to a mile away.  They 
were once a reasonably common sound (if not 
sight) across the country, but particularly in the 
fens. That is until the widespread drainage of 
their wetland homes meant that by 1885  
 

Bitterns had been completely lost from the UK. 
Happily, continental birds, arriving for the 

winter, were attracted to stay and recolonise from around the start of the twentieth century.  
They were successful for around the next 50 years, before declining to only 11 males in 1997.  
But, thanks to better understanding of their needs and areas of wetland restoration, their 
fortunes turned again and now they are back: booming and breeding on the Baston Fen 
site.  Brilliant. 
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Something which has helped to attract the bitters back, as 
well as other birds, is the active management of water on the 
site. Baston fen is a long tract of pasture managed to 
perpetuate winter flooding from December to March with 
occasional, unmanaged flooding, during other months. This 
cycle attracts a large range of wildfowl.  Flocks of over one 
thousand birds and over 160 different species have been 
recorded - though not all at the same time.  In winter months 
these include mute swans, mallards, teal and wigeons.  But it 
isn’t just in winter that the fen is teaming with bird life.  As 
winter gives way to spring the site becomes home to the 
shoveler, the tufted duck and the sedge warbler.  The Trust 
lists the best months to visit Baston fen as April to July and 
November to February so there are plenty of months to 
choose from. 
 

Baston fen is one of a cluster of separate but linked 
Wildlife Trust sites in the area - also including Thurlby 
fen and Willow tree fen (see March article).  The 
concept of more joined up nature reserves is one of the 
Lawton Principles, set out in the 2010 report “Making 
Space for Nature” which called for nature reserves that 
are “bigger, better and more joined up”. In very simple 
terms the aim recognises that individual sites where 
nature is accommodated and protected cannot (or at 
least should not) sit as islands. Instead, connections 
between sites, such as via physical green corridors, 
exponentially increase the benefit of individual sites to 
biodiversity - deriving a boost to nature from this 
network which makes them more than the sum of its 

parts. This principle is borne out strongly in this 
area of South Lincolnshire. 
 
At Baston fen, as elsewhere, May is the peak time 
of year for the dawn chorus, by which time our 
resident birds will have been joined by migrant 
warblers.  I’m terrible at recognising bird calls.  
Which one wants the little bit of bread and 
cheese, again? (answer: yellowhammers).  
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At least the chiff chaff has the decency to sing his name.  That said, 
even without distinguishing individual birds, the overall effect is 
tremendously loud and chaotic.   A good payback for the indecently 
early morning (though I think opening the window and listening 
from bed counts just as much as any other experience ... maybe 

more      ).  
 

Baston fen isn’t a site where there is open public access. Instead, it can be viewed from the 
MacMillan Way footpath along the river Glen bank.  This gives a clear and elevated view over 
to the site and its wildlife and attracts a reasonable number of visitors throughout the year.  
When we were there this March a bus load of binocular wielding individuals was looking 
intently all in the same direction.  We looked too, of course.  At what?  We’ll never know.   
 

Rachel 

 
References: Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust, Wild Lincolnshire: Discovering Lincolnshire wildlife and wild 
places (2022); and www.lincstrust.org.uk (accessed various dates). 
 

 

. Green Issues 
 
I wonder how many of you have been watching the latest David Attenborough programmes 
“Secret Garden” which highlights the range of wildlife that can be found in our back 
gardens? As well as the excellent photography and commentary, I have found it fascinating 
to discover how resilient and adaptable wildlife is from the smallest insect to the larger 
mammals, and how much we can do to support biodiversity in our own gardens.  
 
Many of us will have bird tables and nest boxes, ponds and areas left a bit untidy. It may be 
a bit of a challenge to embrace wholeheartedly No Mow May but it’s surprising the variety 
of wildflowers that appear if we let our lawns grow a bit longer. 
 
A Rocha’s Eco Tip for May is about supporting pollinators.  
 
“Nothing says Spring like the buzz of a bee! But these precious pollinators are declining due 
to habitat loss, climate change and agricultural intensification. Wednesday 20th May is 
World Bee Day, so look around you to see how you can improve habitats for bees and other 
pollinators. 
 
Sow a pollinator -friendly seed mix, make or buy a bee hotel, let some wildflowers grow in 
your garden and don’t use pesticides. Pray that our pollinator populations will increase” 

Kate 

  

https://esp01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lincstrust.org.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7C5b5a7541329a4651a08c08de9323a00f%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639109978367469876%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wa9oln8qaWx0XZpsad%2FPvTyvAuGR06IX9Aq1qzNDM%2BQ%3D&reserved=0
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Geoff’s Journeys – The Tower of London 
 
 
The Shaws coach slipped smoothily 
into the subterranean Tower coach 
park.  “It’s like a concrete jungle” 
remarked one passenger, through in 
very truth, he’d actually said it while 
we were still in Werrington!  It 
reminded me of the kind of place 
Dirty Harry and his 44 Magnum (the 
most powerful handgun in the 
world) might be blasting away at 
some dudes in superfly hats and 
driving a fur-lined stretch limo in a 
drug deal gone wrong. 
 
Emerging into daylight we were 
herded through a series of barriers, 
gently encouraged by a jack-booted thug with one of those electric cattle prods.  I waited for 
“Vot iss ze purpose off yor visit?” but was allowed in on production of the correct paperwork. 
 
We’d been issued with maps, so I’m thinking let’s start at the very beginning, a tour of the 
outer walls and towers, then work my way inwards.  Of the nine open towers some had been 
used as prisons and retain inmates’ graffiti, while others have been decorated with 
reproduction furnishings representative of how they may have looked when occupied by the 
royalty of the day. 
 
Now then, when I was but a little boy, my mummy told me that “bl**dy” was a swear word 
and I shouldn’t say it, and that Grandad was very naughty.  So imagine my shock as a seven 
year old on his first visit to be confronted with a sign pointing towards the, shall we say, B-
word Tower, and if at that age I’d known the work “hypocrisy” I might have pointed it out to 
certain grown-ups.  Well now I’m a Big Boy and almost capable of deciding for myself what I 
can or can’t see, so ya boo sucks!  Here I go.  Actually, the offending tower gained its notoriety 
as a prison, most notably for the likely incarceration and murder of the Princes in the Tower. 
The torture chamber I’d previously been barred from seeing was actually next door in the 
Wakefield Tower.  Now I get it!  Imagine all the fun little me would have had in Mr Knight’s 
(balsa) woodwork class constructing 1/6 scale fiendish replica torture racks designed to 
stretch Action Man (or Barbie if I’d had a sister to torment) beyond the realms of plastic 
endurance. 
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As the guidebook says, no visit to the Tower of London is 
complete without seeing the famous Crown Jewels.  I 
dimly remember them in their pre-1967 setting which is 
how I’m able to reasonably accurately date my first visit 
with Mummy and Daddy.  Today the collection is much 
expanded and on this particular day the crowds not too 
large, allowing more time to gaze with wonder, awe and 
astonishment.  One of the first treasures to linger over 
appeared to be a shapeless lump of glass.  It was, we were 
informed in tones of gravitas, a replica of the uncut version 
of the world’s biggest diamond, a cautionary warning 
perhaps to those of us who may have chucked away 
something similar while digging the garden.  Oops.  I was 
likewise strikingly underwhelmed by a display of the 
frames of crowns no longer in use, though it did occur to me that Hobbycraft may have 
missed a golden opportunity;  ‘see your very own little princess enjoying hours of fun as she 
superglues plastic gemstones and her fingers to bits of bent chicken wire’. 
 
One exhibit had me puzzled, namely the scarlet state tunic of one of the Yeoman Warders, 
aka Beefeaters.  The former collector of military badges in me spotted that while it bore the 
initials ER for the late Queen Elizabeth, the embroidered crown above was that of a King.  I 
resolved to ask the reason for this as soon as I encountered one (A beefeater that is, not a 
King.  I expect HM to be too busy to be bothered with Q&As). 
 
Further on was a splendid golden cope worn by the Archbishop at the Coronation.  I couldn’t 
help thinking that my mum had a pair of curtains in a similar material in the 1970s. 
 

Finally, were the Crown Jewels themselves.  Ah, what words of 
a pathetic scribe such as myself could possibly add to the 
millions already lavished on such splendour?  Anyway, if you 
were at all interested, you’d have seen them recently on the 
telly. 
 
And so, stepping outside who should be the first Yeoman 
Warder I see but the famous first and only female one, who 
despite this being the 21st Century does not appear to be 
addressed as a Yeowoman.  I stress that I politely asked her 
about the discrepancy in the tunic on display.  She shot me 
down, if only metaphorically, with a look that could’ve killed, 
and informed me in no uncertain terms that I was wrong, and 
it was absolutely impossible for said tunic to display ER with the 
King’s crown.  Given what I later discovered, I was glad it was 
only a LOOK that could have killed. 
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The most iconic part of the whole fortress is also the oldest; the central or White Tower, built 
by William the Conqueror and housing the vast collection of the Royal Armouries.  Well, my 
favourite toys were always my soldiers and fort so this was the part which had made the 
greatest impression on me as a child, though I suspect the parents may have steered me clear 
of one of the star exhibits.  Pride of place goes to a massive suit of armour constructed for 
Henry VIII when he was still a virile, fit and healthy young man. 
 
Now Good King ‘Enery as we know wasn’t averse 
to the odd bout of beheading.  Tastefully 
displayed is the executioner’s block and axe 
reputedly used to dispatch one Lord Lovat, I 
presume an ancestor of the Lord Lovat whose 
Commandos liberated an entire D-Day beach as 
battle hardened Nazis fled in horror in the face of 
his secret terror weapon, the bagpipes (I was 
once trapped in a small room with a set.  Don’t 
know about Room 101 but I’d be inclined to 
consign them to that torture chamber).  But I 
digress.  After appreciating all these historic 
antiquities, it seemed almost a shame that some 
of the last things that one encounters must rank 
as among the most tasteless creations of modern 
times.  Among them was a gold-plated Sten gun 
(a particularly nasty cheaply mass-produced 
WWII machine gun) and a red gold and ruby 
encrusted 357 Magnum (not the most powerful 
handgun in the world).  They’re apparently presentation editions but I couldn’t help 
wondering if they had been intended as gifts from ardent suitors of the female Yeoperson. 
 
Well time was moving on and I’d barely scratched the surface (not literally, I add; I suspect 
contributing my own graffiti may have resulted in me becoming a permanent resident).  I had 
a quick look at the Chapel Royal and regretted insufficient time to look inside the Fusiliers’ 
Museum.   
 
The only thing now standing between me and the soon-to-depart coach was the gift trap – 
sorry – gift shop.  But I do like to take home a souvenir of my trips, and had saved money by 
taking a pack up of sarnies rather than fall foul of the ‘let’s-exploit- the tourists’ London 
prices.  Unfortunately, the alluring Chinese-made plastic helmet, sword and breastplate sets 
didn’t come in XL size.  Nor do I play chess, no matter how grossly expensively limited edition 
(and probably just “as used by Henry VIII”) the set may be.   
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So, I was delighted, not to mention surprised, that the colourful and informative 80-page 
guidebook was an almost shockingly modest £4.00, less than the price of many magazines 
these days, even though the receipt stated it was only in one colour and size.  In fact, I went 
completely mad and bought another copy in Japanese for my friend Mika, though on 
reflection, given the price of sending a Christmas card to the Land of the Rising Sun, she’ll 
probably have to wait for it until a future visit here.  I’d spent less than a tenner, so treated 
myself, splurging a further £14.99 on a lavish, more expanded (through still apparently only 
one size) ‘Story of the Tower of London’, even though for little more than the price of the 
whole lot I could have come away with certificate number 3,406,713 of a limited to 12.5 
million, made in Taiwan, Raven’s claw plastic goblet. 
 
So, I settled back in my seat on the coach with still enough daylight left to peruse my 
purchases (I checked the coach first for bullet holes.  If there’d been any action, we’d missed 
it).  I gently teased the guidebook from it’s Special Souvenir Paper Bag (FREE with two or 
more purchases !!) and then came the shock:  there on the front cover was a Yeoman Warder 
sporting the absolutely impossible ER/King’s Crown tunic! 
 
According to page 65, the Yeomen are required to have 
served at least 22 years in the armed forces and risen to the 
rank of Warrant Officer among other necessary 
achievements.  I felt, in retrospect, that it was probably just 
as well she only gave me the LOOK that could kill.  As I might 
have told Dirty Harry, I felt lucky…. 
 

Geoff Armstrong 

 

 
 

Giving to the church 
 

If you wish to make a donation towards the ongoing work of the church you may do so by 
using the machine at the door or by using the QR code on the right.  Alternatively, for regular 
giving, please speak to the Vicar or Treasurer about using a Direct 
Debit bank payment.  You may, of course, prefer to place your 
donation on the plate at the door at the beginning of the service. 
Thank you. 
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