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Parish Directory

Vicar The Revd Mark Williams vicar@dsj.org.uk 217366
The Vicarage, 16 Church Street, DSJ
Curate The Rev Sonia Marshall curate@dsj.org.uk 346420
135c, Eastgate, DSJ
Jan Fisk, 18 Frognall, DSJ Janfisk228@gmail.com 074152
Churchwardens 24592
Michael Romaine
Assistant Churchwarden | John Worthington, Cranmore Farmhouse priorynews@dsj.org.uk 343860
Parochial Church Council
Chairman Revd Mark Williams, 16 Church Street 217366
Vice-Chairman Canon Niccy Fisher, 7 Northorpe Lane, 423959
Thurlby
Hon. Secretary Martin Jones, 30a Eastgate, DSJ 345261
Hon. Treasurer Simon Marshall, 135c Eastgate, DSJ treasurer@dsj.org.uk 346420
Electoral Roll Officer Caroline Herron, 6, Waterton Close, DSJ 344027
Safeguarding Officer Abi Robinson safeguarding@dsj.org.uk 07917
754540
Synod Members
Diocesan Synod Revd Mark Williams, 16 Church Street vicar@dsj.org.uk 217366
Canon Niccy Fisher, 7 Northorpe Lane, 423959
Thurlby
Deanery Synod Revd Sonia Marshall, 135c Eastgate, DSJ | curate@dsj.org.uk 346420
The above plus Simon Marshall, 135c Eastgate, DSJ treasurer@dsj.org.uk 346420
Organist & Director of Chris Brown music@dsj.org.uk 07366
Music 411810
Organisations
Bellringers Hilary Gentle, 83 Hereward Way, DSJ ‘ alienrabbit@btinternet.com | 345478
Church Hall Bookings Jan Fisk, 18 Frognall, DSJ Janfisk228@gmail.com 074152
24592
Church Ladies’ Margaret Flegg, Locks Close, DSJ 347197
Fellowship
Church Flowers Pauline Brooksbank, 134 Eastgate, DSJ 343829
Christine Masters,1 DSJ Rd, Deeping Gate 07785
785155
House Group Pat Feek 344624
Junior Church Helen Williams 217366
Priory News
Editor John Worthington, Cranmore Farmhouse | priorynews@dsj.org.uk 343860
Editorial Team Caroline Herron, Bet Washbrooke,
Victoria Worthington
Advertising Caroline Herron
Distribution Joy Cunningham, 84 Church Street, DSJ 343438
Website https://www.dsj.org.uk
Webmaster Laura Donahue webmaster@dsj.org.uk

Why not visit our website? You will find it at: www.dsj.org.uk
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In This Month’s Priory News

Dear Readers,

First of all | wish to express
my thanks to Caroline for
producing last month’s

! magazine whilst Victoria
and | were holidaying in Orkney and Shetland.
Secondly, | wish to apologise for the lateness in
publication which was in fact due to problems
with the photocopier which were not resolved
until after we returned.

| hope you have all been able to make the most of
the recent heatwave — phew! For my part, whilst
Victoria thrives in such heat, | just wilt! But
wouldn’t it be wonderful if we were to enjoy
similar weather for the Beer Festival and Rose and
Sweet Pea Show this month and the Hog Roast
next month? Well, we can only hope. As usual
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you will find details of everything planned for June (and even beyond) in the following pages.
In particular, please note the date of this year’s Hog Roast — Sunday, July 19th. This has been
an annual part of our St James’s Day celebrations since 2014 so don’t miss it! Tickets, which,
for catering purposes, must be purchased in advance, are available from Victoria.

The regular features, “From the Vicar” and “Prayer for the Month” will resume next month.
Please may we have items for the July magazine by Friday, June 19th at the latest. Thank

you.

The picture on the front cover this month is of The Italian Chapel, Orkney which we recently
visited. A few details are included elsewhere in these pages.

Johwv



Reports & Forthcoming Events
Church Ladies’ Fellowship

On the 7th of May Christine Masters entertained us with making a buttonhole. We chose a
coloured rose and Christine showed us how to wire ivy leaves, then put them altogether and
add a ribbon. Mine lasted 2 weeks. Well done Christine! Lynne Clarke won the competition
with a beautiful rose. The Hostesses for the evening were Liz Spratley and Liz Hutchinson.

On 21st May Amanda kept us moving with an enjoyable ‘move to music’ routine. It lasted
for a whole hour and it was easy to follow although some of us did sit down to do it! Margaret
asked for items to be donated: boxes or bottled items suitable fora summer tombola. Carole
Mills had collected money for the drinks raffle prize which we donate for the Big Raffle Draw
each year.

We have our Annual Outing on June 4th at 2pm at Molesey Mill. Our next meeting in the

hall will be our Strawberry supper on June 18th.
Mawrgaret Flegg : Chairlady.

Mission Matters

The ‘Choir and Friends’ concert took place on May 16th and we were very
grateful to have such an appreciative audience. Thanks to all who came and
thanks too to the ‘friends’ of the choir who agreed to take part and really
enhanced the programme. We hope that this may become an annual event.

Next on our events programme will be the Hog Roast on July 19th. Tickets will be available
from the beginning of June so please buy early and encourage all friends and relatives to join
us for our annual Patronal Festival celebration. (Please note that owing to catering
arrangements tickets for this event must be purchased in advance and will not be available
on the door).

Victoriov

House Group
7:30pm Wednesdays
at 45 Crowson Way, DSJ.
All welcome!




Rose & Sweet Pea Show

It’s that time of year again! Included in this month’s Priory News is the ... oo e o

familiar ‘pink slip’ giving details of this year’s Rose and Sweet Pea Show. 209*
Individual classes for the Horticultural section of the Show remain largely S ‘
similar to those of previous years although there are some changes, Rose&SW;etPeaShow
particularly in the children’s classes. One of these is the inclusion of ‘The e

Nancy Titman Award for Creatve Writing’. Also included is a new craft Saturday 276h June 2026
class (38). As always Margaret has come up with another ‘winning’ recipe f:n::f;,
for the Gordon Crowson Award. Entries may be brought to church either

on the Friday evening prior to the Show or on the morning of the day itself.

% Further details are to be found in the enclosed slip
& and extra copies and competition rules are available
at the back of church.

¥ We look forward to a record turnout this year — see
you there!

Plant Stall: Rose T Sweet Pea Show

A plea from the choir..... the annual Rose and Sweet Pea Show will soon be here and the choir
will be running their usual plant stall. If anyone has any spare plants (for the garden or
houseplants) we should be delighted to receive them. Please see Victoria (or phone 01778
343860) to arrange collection of plants, or leave them in the church porch on the day of the
show (June 27th.)

Victoriov

The Deepings Literary

Festival

The Priory Church Hall was dressed
beautifully in preparation for the Literary
Festival when Ajay Tegala interviewd
Michael J.Warren about his book, 'The
Cuckoo's Lea', introduced by Graham
Magee from Molecey Mill. Funded by the
Rotary and Lions Clubs, children had been




invited to a session at Ellie Sandall's Artivity where they made bird
bunting specially for the occasion. Jan and her team made the hall look
inviting and Margaret Flegg baked the delicious biscuits! A thoroughly
enjoyable event and the Deepings Literary Festival commitee were most
grateful.

Pictured, left to right , are Graham Magee, Michael ] Warren and Ajay |
Tegala

Christian Aid

Many thanks to everyone who donated to Christian Aid this year whether through the digital
envelope online or the envelopes in church.

The Scone and Strawberry tea, held in the Priory Hall and organised by Churches Together,
was a very successful and enjoyable event; folk from every church tucked in to as many
scones as they could eat, along with strawberries and jam. There was a real buzz around the
hall. We are grateful not only to Tesco for a donation of strawberries but also to all those
that donated scones; there were even enough to sell off at the end of the afternoon. The
Bric a Brac stall was another attraction, thanks to the young people who looked after it. Just
over £300 was raised for Christian Aid.

Kate

Green Issues

Nationally 6th to 14th June is the week this month when two environmental events take
place:

Big Green Week is the UK’s biggest celebration of community action to tackle climate change
and protect nature. Thousands of events are hosted across the UK that demonstrate the
brilliant action communities are taking to tackle climate change and restore nature. Their
website has a map of all the events that have been registered so far. In our area the Kenton
Climate Action Group are holding their fifth Green Festival on Sunday 7 June, from 2.00 pm
to 4:30 pm on Hall Close, Ketton; toy swap, willow weaving, bike repair shop and information
stands as well as refreshments and a duck race are on offer. An Eco Themed Service will be
held in Ketton Methodist Church at 5.30pm.



Churches Count on Nature is an initiative jointly run by the conservation charities Caring
for God’s Acre and A Rocha UK, together with the Church of England and the Church in
Wales, where the biodiversity of our churchyards are monitored and celebrated. | wonder
what we could find if we took a walk through our churchyard? A slow worm was spotted
a few years ago. There will be resources in the church porch during the week for anyone
who would like to have a wander and record what they find.

Please pray for these initiatives even if you are not able to attend or take part in person.

Kate

Joint Visits to The Priory Church and Thorney Abbey.

The Thorney Society and Thorney Abbey have worked with the clergy of the Priory Church
of Deeping St James to set up a pair of reciprocal visits to local historic and religious sites.

Sunday 14th June 2026 - the Priory Church of Deeping St James

3 pm Welcome and tour of Church
4 pm Refreshments in Priory Church
Cost for visitors £6 per head.

Sunday 12th July 2026 — Thorney Abbey

A visit to Thorney Abbey, the key site in Thorney, followed by a short
optional walk in the village, then visit to Thorney Museum and tea at the
Bedford Hall. Thorney also has a Victorian model village, and the Museum
covers contemporary developments.

Meet at 3 pm at Thorney Abbey for an introductory talk. Parking is available
on local streets or at the Bedford Hall (Tankyard, Station Road, PE6 OQE)

where the trip will end up.

Tea & light refreshments will be served at the Bedford Hall around 4.15pm.
Price per visitor, £6 per head.

[Advice about dietary requirements would be welcomed in advance.]



Rotas for June

Flowers Coffee
7th Eileen Day 7th Lin & Kate
14th Pauline Brooksbank 14th James & Elizabeth
21st Carole Mills 21st Carol & Abi
28th Joy Cusak 28th Jan & Victoria
July 5th Chris Pearce July 5th Rob & Kerry
Sidespersons Intercessions
7th Trevor & Ann 7th Rev Mark
14th Rosemary & Liz 14th Kate & Nick
21st Adrian & Kim 21st Niccy
28th Carol & Jan 28th Sandra
July 5th Roger & Liz Jul Sth Rev Mark

Cooking with Margaret
Coconut & Orange Cake

-
832

&

Ingredients:

8 oz self raising flour

4 0z margarine

4 oz soft brown sugar

2% oz dessicated coconut
legg

3 tbsp milk

1 orange — grated rind & juice

Method:

1. heat oven to 180°C / 350°F / Gas mark 4
grease and line a 7 inch round tin
2. using rub in method, combine flour, sugar, 2 oz
coconut, margarine then add orange rind, egg and
milk
3. place mixture into tin and bake for about 1 hour
When cool, cover with a glacé icing using the orange
juice and sprinkle with % oz toasted coconut. Enjoy.




Below is the third of Sonia’s articles on the subject of the Patrons of Deeping St James Priory.

Patrons of the Priory Church
3.The Wymondsold family

The priory lands and advowson (right to present the vicar) remained in the hands of the Lowe
family for the first quarter of the seventeenth century, Sir Gabriel Lowe and his siblings
inheriting from their father, Sir Thomas. The Lowe family had, in 1600, acquired a new
country residence, Newark Park, Ozleworth near Wooton under Edge, Gloucestershire, now
owned by the National Trust, where you can see family portraits in the long gallery installed
by Gabriel in 1672. The husband of Gabriel’s sister Mary, Sir Thomas Clarke of Plumstead
and Putney in 1628 sold the Priory to William Wymondsold of Putney. It is likely that it was
the Wymondsold family who were responsible for building a Manor House on the site of the
former Priory’s domestic buildings, reusing some of its stone. One of the features of the
house, now called ‘St Benedict’s Priory’, is a fine seventeenth century staircase.

The Wymondsolds were a prominent family in Putney, their house
being the largest there and William serving as high sheriff at the time
of the civil war. In 1647 Oliver Cromwell fixed the headquarters of
the Parliamentary forces at Putney to keep an eye on the king who
was at that time at Hampton Court. General Fairfax was based in
William Wymondsold’s house (which must have been inconvenient,
the family being supporters of the king). Back at Deeping in 1642 an
order from Parliament was sent to the vicar, Revd Christopher Smith,
requiring him to permit Thomas Redman (a Puritan curate from
Castle Hedingham, Essex) to serve as a lecturer at Deeping St James.
In his sermon on 27th March the vicarage stated that it was treason William Wymondsold

for anyone to obey an order of Parliament not signed and sealed by

the king. Thomas Measures and William Curtis of the parish witnessed the vicar’s statement
and repeated it to Parliament. The vicar was then sentenced to six months’ imprisonment in
the Gatehouse gaol and fined £100. Fortunately his living was not taken from him as was the
case at Market Deeping.

With the Restoration came peace and in 1662 the new Book of Common Prayer. The
Wymondsolds were rewarded by the king for their financial support. William’s son, Dawes,
was knighted in 1672 and his son Robert in 1684. After Sir Dawes died his sister Lady Jane
continued to receive income from the possessions of the former priory. Terriers of the time
record that she was ‘improprietor and hath all the tithes’ (a tenth of all corn, hay and flax
produced). She also received one in every seven pigs, and lambs, every tenth fleece, and at
Easter 1d for every mare and foal, cow and calf. No doubt parishioners were relieved when
tithes were later commuted and then abolished. In 1681 Lady Jane married Sir Thomas

10



Frewen, M.P. For Rye. It is his name which appears on assessments of landowners for
providing soldiers and equipment for the militia.

The new vicar in 1674 was George Topham, appointed by the bishop, the patronage being
thought to have lapsed. The vicar then claimed that all tithes were his of right and forbade
parishioners to pay anything to the Wymondsold family. In 1677 he brought a formal claim
against the family who in turn submitted their counter claim. The Wymondsolds were able
to produce documents going back to the Reformation when king Henry VIII gave the priory
and patronage to the Duke of Norfolk. It was then judged that the Wymondsolds were
indeed lay rectors entitled to tithes but that they were also responsible for paying the vicar’s
stipend of 20 marks (£6/13/4d). Each party was made responsible for their own costs.
Relations between the family and the vicar do not seem to have been permanently affected
since on the death of his first wife Mary in 1682, George Topham married in 1683 Frances
Wymondsold. Rev'd Topham, though losing his case about tithes, further acquired the livings
of Baston and Hallaton to which he later added Kirkby Underwood and Sawtry All Saints,
becoming a canon of Lincoln Cathedral in 1688. After his second wife died in 1692 George
married again before dying himself in 1695. His widow Susanna also married again becoming
Mrs Brewton. She left money in trust in her will to provide for bread and coals for poor
widows on St Thomas’day, her charity now being part of Deeping St James United Charities.

The Wymondsolds continued to be lay rectors until 1720 when they sold
their entitlement. After a while changing hands it passed into the marriage
settlement of Mary, the daughter of Joseph Banks of Revesby (great
grandfather of the botanist and explorer). Mary married Sir Francis
Whichcote and the lay rectorship of the church and its possessions passed
into the hands of the Whichcote family of Aswardby.

Rev Soniov

Safequarding of Children

To comply with Safequarding Policy, submitted pictures of recognisable children must be accompanied by
written consent to publish from their parents or guardians. In addition, we will not publish names of any
pictured children unless specifically requested by their parents or guardians. Editor: John Worthington,
Cranmore Farmhouse, PE6 8RN. Tel: 01778 343860, email: priorynews@dsj.org.uk
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR JUNE 2026

1st Monday The Visit of the Blessed Virgin Mary to Elizabeth
Justin, Martyr at Rome ¢.165

3rd  Wednesday 1.00 pm House Group
7.30 pm Children’s Ministry Meeting
4th Thursday Corpus Christi (Day of Thanksgiving for the Institution of Holy Communion)
9.30 am Holy Communion (said)
7.30 pm Church Ladies’ Fellowship: Outing
5th Friday 11.00 am Welcome Space at the Bell Tavern
2.00 pm Crafternoon (for venue ‘phone 343860)
6.45 pm Choir Practice
7:30 pm Ringers’ practice

6.00 —10.00 pm Beer at the Priory

6th Saturday noon —10.00 pm Beer at the Priory

7th SUNDAY TRINITY 1

9.00 am Holy Communion (said)

10.15am First Sunday Praise

6.00 pm Choral Evensong

noon - 10.00 pm Beer at the Priory
8th Monday Thomas Ken, Bishop of Bath & Wells, Nonjuror, Hymn Writer, 1711
9th Tuesday Columba, Abbot of lona, Missionary, 597
10th Wednesday 1.00 pm House Group

11th Thursday Barnabas the Apostle

9.30 am Holy Communion (said)

7.30 pm Church Ladies’ Fellowship: Flower Arranging
12th  Friday 11.00 am Welcome Space at The Bell Tavern

2.00 pm Crafternoon (for venue ‘phone 343860)

6.45 pm Choir Practice

7.30 pm Ringers’ Practice

12



14th SUNDAY TRINITY 2
10.00 am Holy Communion
16th Tuesday Richard, Bishop of Chichester, 1253
17th  Wednesday 1.00 pm House Group
18th  Thursday 9.30 am Holy Communion (said)
7.30 pm Holy Communion
19th  Friday 11.00 am Welcome Space at the Bell Tavern
6.45 pm Choir Practice
7.30 pm Ringers’ practice
21st SUNDAY TRINITY 3
9.00 am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 am Holy Communion (Order 1)
22nd Monday Alban, first Martyr of Britain, c230
23rd  Tuesday Etheldreda, Abbess of Ely, c678
24th Wednesday The Birth of John the Baptist
1.00 pm House Group
25th  Thursday 9.30 am Holy Communion (said)
26th  Friday (Last day for collection of items for ‘Helping Our Ukrainian Friends)

27th

11.00 am Welcome Space at the Bell Tavern

2.00 pm Crafternoon (for venue ‘phone 343860)
6.45 pm Choir Practice

7.30 pm Ringers’ practice

Enries for Rose & Sweet Pea Show may be brought between 6.00 and 8.00 pm

Saturday

1.00 —4.00 pm Rose and Sweet Pea Show

Enries for Rose & Sweet Pea Show may be brought between 9.30 and 11.30 am

28th SUNDAY TRINITY 4
10.00 am Holy Communion with Ministry of Healing
6.00 pm Café Church

29th Monday Peter and Paul Apostles

13



July 2026

1st Wednesday 1.00 pm House Group
2nd  Thursday 9.30 am Holy Communion (said)
7.30 pm Church Ladies’ Fellowship: History of our church: Sonia
3rd  Friday Thomas the Apostle
11.00 am Welcome Space at the Bell Tavern
6.45 pm Choir Practice
7:30 pm Ringers’ practice
5th SUNDAY TRINITY 5
9.00 am Holy Communion (said)
10.15 am First Sunday Praise
6.00 pm Choral Evensong
Readers and Readings (June 2026)
Reading 1 Reading 2 Reader Psalm Gospel
TRINITY 1 (Proper 5)
9.00 Hos 5: Rom 4: Joy Ps 50: Mt 9:
7th ) 15-6:6 13-25 Cunningham 7-15 9-13, 18-26
10.15 Geoff Armstrong
TRINITY 2 (Proper 6)
Ex 19: Rom 5: Martin Mt 9:
14th | 10.00 2-8a 1-8 Fisher Ps 100 35-10:8
TRINITY 3 (Proper 7)
Jer 20: Rom 6: James Ps 69: Mt 10:
21st | 10.00 7-13 1b-11 Forrester | 8-11,18-20 | 24-39
TRINITY 4 (Proper 8)
Jer 28: Rom 6: Ted Ps 89: Mt 10:
28th | 10.00 5-9 12-23 Fisk 1-4,15-18 40-42
TRINITY 5 (Proper 9)
Zech 9: Rom 7: Victoria Ps 145: Mt 11:
July | 9.00 .
Sth 9-12 15-25a Worthington 8-15 16-19, 25-30
10.15 Helen Williams

14




Almost off the map

Around the middle of April Victoria and | spent just over two weeks on a trip to Orkney and
Shetland, the two groups of islands in the far north of Scotland (which only just make it to
the very top of the television weather maps!). We travelled in both directions through
Aberdeen, courtesy of Northlinks Ferries — fortunately the weather was pretty kind to us!

Orkney was full of interesting historical artefacts and breathtaking scenery and one place of
particular interest was the Italian Chapel (picture on the front cover). The following details
are taken from an extract which appears on the website www.orkney.com

The Italian Chapel consists of two Nissen
huts transformed into a beautiful chapel
by Domenico Chiocchetti and his
colleagues, Italian prisoners of war
captured in North Africa and transported
to the island of Lamb Holm in Orkney.

In October 1939 a German submarine
under the command of Gunther Prien
entered Scapa Flow and sank the British
battleship 'HMS Royal Oak' with the loss
of 834 lives. Winston Churchill, at that
time First Sea Lord, visited Orkney and
the decision was taken to construct barriers to close off four of the entrances to Scapa
Flow to make the base for the home fleet more secure.

View of the Italian Chapel showing its construction from two Nissen huts

- Papa Westray.

= Pierowall Holm ~

o
967, 2
Churchill Barriers | €9

o Kettletoft
Lambholm

Lamb Holm,

Causeway, O

&, Twatt
&

Glimps Holm

Mainland " Orkan Adventures o
¢ Kirkwall

Stromness <

A shortage of manpower to construct the

barriers coincided with the capture of
thousands of Italian soldiers fighting in North Africa, so 550 men were transported
to Camp 60 on Lamb Holm and a similar number to Camp 34 in Burray.
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Following a request from the camp priest, Fr Giacobazzi, it was agreed that two
Nissen huts would be joined together to provide a chapel. Among the Italians in
Camp 60 was an artist, Domenico Chiocchetti, and he was given the task of
transforming the two Nissen huts into a chapel. (see previous page) He was assisted
by other tradesmen - in particular Giuseppe Palumbi, a blacksmith, and Domenico
Buttapasta, a cement worker.

Domenico Chiocchetti carried in his pocket a small prayer card given to him by his
mother before he left his home in Italy, and it was the image on that card of the
Madonna and Child by Nicolo Barabino that Chiocchetti based his painting above
the altar in the Chapel. When the Camp Commander, Major Buckland, realised that
the prisoner was a very talented artist he was allowed to continue painting to make
the building more attractive.

Now, many decades after the completion of the Chapel, it is one of Orkney's most
loved attractions.

There is also strong friendship with the town of Moena in Italy, the home of
Chiocchetti, and Orkney, and members of the family visit the islands from time to
time. Chiocchetti's daughter, Letizia, is an Honorary President of the Friends of the
Italian Chapel Committee. Antonella Papa, a restoration artist from Rome, who had
previously worked in the Sistine Chapel, has also spent time in the Chapel to refresh
areas of Chiocchetti's painting.

Further details can be found on Wikipedia

After a few days on Orkney we moved on to the Shetland Islands which we had first visited
eight years ago. Again the scenery at times was spectacular and here too there was much to
see in the way of ancient and more recent history.

The huge 1,000 acre
complex at Sullom

Voe is  Europe’s
. R W e e bt
largest oil and gas S . S e sl

terminal which was
built between 1975
and 1981 and whilst
certainly not one of
the most beautiful sights of Shetland is largely responsible for many changes in the Islands’
infrastructure, particularly in its roads (which are almost entirely pothole-free!).

With the changes to government policy on fossil fuels the status of Sullom Voe as an oil and
gas terminal is changing and Shetland is now building a huge number of wind turbines on the

16



main road north from Lerwick - Victoria counted over fifty in one area alone! - Fortunately
the area chosen is largely rough, open ground with few, if any, residents and the beauty of
the many islands is unaffected.

Lerwick is the main town and has a port which
regularly sees tourist ships one of which (right)

certainly had no need to rely on Sullom Voe for its
‘fuel’!

One thing which weather reports usually omit to
say, when talking about wind, rain, ice, snow and
all the other climatic features, is that both Orkney
and Shetland experience wonderful blue skies
which bring to life vibrant colours among the hills,
lochs and voes. We were fortunate that we
witnessed many beautiful sunny days even though
the temperatures were, to say the least, subtropical!

Finally | should like to mention how much we appreciated Laura Donohoe’s input into our
journey — she it was who made all the arrangements and bookings to ensure all went very
smoothly. You will find her advertisemant inside the magazine’s cover and she comes highly
recommended!

Johwv

Giving to the church

If you wish to make a donation towards the ongoing work of the church
you may do so by using the machine at the door or by using the QR code
on the right. Alternatively, for regular giving, please speak to the Vicar
or Treasurer about using a Direct Debit bank payment. You may, of
course, prefer to place your donation on the plate at the door at the
beginning of the service.

Thank you.

17
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(We apologise for the need to print the following on its side — much of it would have been

illegible otherwise! — Ed.)



Wildlife across Lincolnshire (6)

June is a month that is characterised by high levels of bird activity,
abundant wildflowers, and long daylight hours (I didn’t say warm,
sunny days, but May has already given us a taste of that). In honour
of this important time for wildlife, I've decided not to focus on a single
Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust (“LWT”) reserve this month, but to
mention several, all of which are noisily and demonstrably brimming
with flora and fauna at this special time of the year.

Reserves mentioned and their locations:

Willow Tree Fen — Counter Drain Drove, Spalding, PE11 3JH
Arnold’s Meadow — Childer’s South Drove, Spalding, PE12 6B)J
Ancaster Valley — Sleaford Road (A153), Ancaster, NG32 3PN (nearest postcode)
Legbourne Wood — Wood Lane, South of Legbourne, Louth, LN11 8LU (nearest postcode)

The first of June sees us reach the first day of meteorological Summer and heading rapidly
towards half-way through the year. Summer. How can that have happened? Weather-wise,
Spring was a tale of two halves — very wet; and then very dry. | wonder what the Summer
holds for us all in terms of weather and wildlife. What we do know, is that June is a month
of long days, blooming flowers and a peak in wildlife activity. Given all of this, it’s not so
much a question of trying to think what to write about, more of a question of where to start.

{ By now, all the migratory birds which spend the summer
#4 months in the UK have arrived and are busy finding mates. It’s
: § now or not this year, if they haven’t already coupled up, before
® getting on with the important task of raising their demanding
chicks. The first of these objectives means that June mornings
are still noticeably noisier with bird song than at other times in
| the year. It isn’t at the levels of sound that you would
encounter first thing on a May morning, but, particularly early
in the month, before the demands of parenthood create other
g priorities, you can still hear plenty of avian musical tones.
Unlike other birds, the cuckoos so distinctively audible in April
and May, are already leaving the UK, meaning that their
distinctive “cuck-00” call won’t be heard again until next spring. Between 1995 and 2003,
cuckoo numbers declined by one third in the UK. Despite this, | definitely noticed more
cuckoo calls this past May than in recent years, which | hope is indicative of a resurgence in
their numbers. It could, of course, just be a case of phenomenon of when you notice
something once and then can’t stop noticing it, like if you get a new car and immediately
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start spotting them everywhere. Enjoy the continuing bird song as much as you can this
month, as by July many will be quiet.

On the subject of birds, June means that Crane Watch is in full swing at Willow Tree Fen (see
February article). Last year, a record 87 pairs raised 37 young cranes, bringing the total
population in the country to around 250 adults and younger birds. At the time of writing
(late May), two crane chicks had emerged from the reeds. Hopefully there will be more soon.

There is so much more to write about in June
than birds, though. Now is also when
wildflowers are at their peak, across both
grassland and woodland. Legbourne Wood, one
of LWT’s largest ancient woods, supports more
than sixty species of wildflower which flourish in
%' June beneath the canopy of ash and oak. In
addition to woodland habitats, meadow
reserves, such as Arnold’s Meadow and
Ancaster Valley, showcase the county’s
" limestone-loving flora, including orchids and rock-roses. Chalky
limestone environments also give rise to another important habitat for the county’s wildlife:
that of chalk streams.

Chalk streams are a particular type of lowland river characterised by clear water and a diverse
flora. All have been modified by human activity in some way, usually for milling, fishing,
irrigation or watercress beds but, despite the presence of weirs, impoundments and
abstraction, the best chalk rivers still support a diversity of invertebrates, flora and fish. Only
200 chalk rivers are known to exist globally, of which 85% can be found in in southern and
eastern England, including Lincolnshire. Lincolnshire chalk streams have helped to shape the
Lincolnshire Wolds over the past 10,000 years. Much of the rolling hillside which make up
the Wolds has underlying chalk and is one of the reasons that this area has been designated
as a National Landscape. Our county even has its own specialist conservation group —
Lincolnshire Chalk Streams Project — dedicated to protecting these wildlife rich sites.

. For those who particularly cherish these rare and nature-rich
geographical features, it was disappointing that a proposed
% amendment to the government’s Planning and Infrastructure Act
{ 2025, which focused on protecting chalk streams affected by housing
and other development, was rejected as the draft legislation passed
its way through Parliament. | don’t subscribe to the “people versus
'.f nature” dichotomy, often used to promote the idea that protecting
nature will always be done to the detriment of people, but | do think
\ 20 RO 3k, 3 it’s disappointing that even a small amount of space wasn’t afforded
to con5|derat|ons of our natural environment within this critical piece of legislation which will
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shape national house-building policy for decades to come. As | have become more
interested in the natural environment over the last few years it has surprised me quite how
politicised a topic it is. With a certain degree of regularity, you can count on their being
headlines about the expense incurred by some cash strapped council to create a hedgehog
road crossing or to relocate some pipistrel bats. This is not the fault of the wildlife, nor the
objective of those who care about wildlife, in my experience. In fact, | think that ideally there
would be no need for human intervention to protect wildlife. Instead, all is does need is for
us to give it some space and not to wholesale destroy its habitat and change its environment
more quickly than it can adapt to. Subject to that, nature is quite capable of looking after
itself, as it has done for millennia. | don’t think that’s too much for it to ask of us.

Rachel

Sources: Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust, Wild Lincolnshire: Discovering Lincolnshire
wildlife and wild places (2022); and www.lincstrust.org.uk
<http://www.lincstrust.org.uk/> (accessed various dates). org
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beer ﬁhe Priony

30+ beers including.
Vicar’s Downfall
20+ Stall Ciders
liine, Prosecco. Pimm’s, & 6in
Non- alcoholic drinks
PRIORY HALL and GARDEN
DEEPING ST. JAMES PE6 8HD
Fri. 5" June 6pm - 10pm
(Sponsors and special guests 2pm - 6pm)
Sat. 6% June 1Z2noon - 10pm
Sun. 7% June 1Z2noon - 6pm
(or until the beer runs out!)

Tea and Coffee, Soft Drinks, Crisps, Hot Food.
Live Music in the garden and the church.
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Book your travel

with me

Laura Donohoe
01778 301182 | 07971 088441
enquirics@auraescapes.co.uk

Beach A City Breaks A Cruise X Ski
A Adventure X Disncy X Lapland X
Luxury % Golf » Tours  Solo

For every booking that comes from this

advert, a charitable donation will be made
to The Priory Church, DSJ.
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Crea@ve'(chh
Providing

1 made-to-measure service foc

all your soft furnishing needs.
measuring and a full fitting service. We
carry an extensive range of fabrics, poles
trims and accessornes.

Please call for friendly, free advice or a
Bentley Business Park, Blenheim Way,
Northfields Industrial Estate,

Market Deeping PES 8LD.

01778 345777

creative.touch@fsmail.net
www.creativetouchinteriors.co.uk
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To advertise in this

space please contact
Priory News

Tel: 01778 343860
or
email:
priorynews@dsj.org.uk

Deeping St James

NHS Pharmacy NHS
The Decpings” only family-run pharmacy
Drop by for a hassle-free NHS prescription

dispensing service.

We'll collect your prescriptions from your surgery
and have them ready for you to pkk up from

us. We also offer a free delivery service If you're
unable to pop in.

21 Rycroft Avenue
Deeping St James
PES BNT

Tel 01778 3496468

Open.

f9am - 6pm

Monday to Friday
fam « 1pm Saturday

studio

Handmadeo mounts & frameons
for noodlowork,
photographs, arntwork, prints
& sport /. music moamorabilia,
Call Michello on

01778 345425
EMAIL: info@blackcabstudio.com
WEB: www .blackcabstudio.com
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Joint visits to Thorney Abbey and its’ medieval
daughter cell, the Priory Church at Deeping St James

(organised by the Thorney Society, Thorney Abbey and Priory Church, DSJ)

Sunday 14 June 2026
Priory Church, Deeping St James
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3pm Welcome and guided tour
4pm Refreshments
Cost £6 per head
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Sunday 12™ July 2026

Thorney Abbey

3pm Introductory talk in Abbey,
optional short walk through village.
Thorney Museum at the Bedford Hall
(Tankyard, Station Rd PE6 0QE)
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4.15 approx. Refreshments at Museum
Cost £6 per head
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