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From the Vicar 

 
 
 
The 1st July is the Silver Jubilee of my 
ordination to the Diaconate (not the 

priesthood – that occurred a year later).  I won’t go into details about that 
– I wrote about that in the magazine 5 years ago (I may reprint that in my newsletter).  But 
there is another anniversary this year – though not so significant.  This time, 13 years ago, I 
was on retreat at the Anglican Benedictine Alton Abbey, having being accepted as an oblate 
earlier in the year.  
 
Anyone who has read the ‘Brother Cadfael’ books or similar might be a bit puzzled.  In 
medieval times, an oblate was a child given over to an Abbey, who then spent the rest of 
their life in that calling – no choice!  That is not the case today. 
 
In the modern Benedictine tradition, an oblate is someone who commits themselves to living 
out the spirit of the Rule of Saint Benedict in their everyday life.  The Franciscans have a 
similar structure which is called ‘The Third Order’, or ‘Tertiaries’.  At its heart, the call of an 
oblate is to stability and order – a commitment to living out a disciplined personal and 
spiritual life in whatever context they find themselves. 
 
I find this invaluable, though it must be said that it mirrors quite closely the expectations 
upon me as a vicar.  I am already expected to say the offices (the C of E services of Morning 
& Evening Prayer) daily, to read the bible and to pray regularly, to attend communion 
regularly, and to give an account of my faith when called upon.  The Rule encourages me to 
examine and take seriously a proper balance in life between work, family and leisure. 
 
Sometimes I wonder how accountable we feel ourselves to be – or whether we let life get 
along without thinking about it, blaming circumstances supposedly beyond our control when 
it doesn’t work out.  It is said that, when people are faced with their own mortality, for 
example if they are diagnosed with a terminal illness, one of their biggest regrets is that their 
work-life balance was not what they would have wished. 
 
I would encourage every believer to have some sort of rule of life – not in a legalistic way in 
which they rigidly set out their life, denying spontaneity and fun, and berating anyone, 
including themselves, who gets in the way of this ideal, but rather to take seriously 
obligations, commitments and responsibilities – especially to family and to a fulfilling leisure-
life. 
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The Methodist Church encourages a commitment of all its members.  The Methodist ticket 
says As a Member of The Methodist Church I am called to: worship within the local church, 
including regular sharing in Holy Communion, and through personal prayer; learning and 
caring, through Bible study and meeting for fellowship, so that I may grow in faith and 
support others in their discipleship; service, by being a good neighbour in the community, 
challenging injustice and using my resources to support the Church in its mission in the world; 
evangelism, through working out my faith in daily life and sharing Christ with others. 
 
Now there’s a challenge for us all. 
 
PS Anyone interested in considering a ‘rule for life’, or who wants to know more about it, do 
feel free to chat with me.  You might also look at the classic book ‘Seeking God’ by Esther de 
Waal.  She was, at the time of writing the book, a busy head teacher and mother, attempting 
to find some structure within her life, based on the Benedictine model. 
 
PS2  Sadly, Alton Abbey closed soon after I arrived at DSJ.  I am hoping to find another abbey 
to be associated with. 
 

Mark 

 
 

Registers for April / May 2026 
 
Baptism: We welcome into the Lord’s family: 
 April 26th Geoffery Maynard-Woods, son of Alan & Gillian 
 May 17th Etta Read, daughter of Michael & Victoria 
 May 24th Daisy Burd, daughter of Conor & Emma 
 May 31st Adam Shorthouse, son of Brinn & Emma 
 
Funeral: We commend to God’s Keeping: 
 April 30th Richard Simpson 
 
 
 

Safeguarding of Children 
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Parish Directory 
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In This Month’s Priory News 
 

Dear Readers, 
 
In the Gilbert and Sullivan 
operetta The Pirates of 
Penzance when hero, 
Frederick, and heroine, 
Mabel, meet for the first 
time and go off to talk, 

Edith and her sisters are left feeling somewhat 
embarrassed. So, they discreetly look the other 
way and, in true British style, decide to “talk 
about the weather”.   Well, since I have little else 
to say this month, I too shall  be very British and  
remark about ‘the weather’ which we 
experienced at this year’s Rose and Sweet Pea 
Show.  It came at the end of an extraordinary 
record-breaking June heatwave and must surely 
have been the hottest Show on record!  As ever, 
there were lots of things to interest both old and 
young and hopefully we shall have pictures and 
reports for you in next month’s Priory News.  In 
the meantime we should like to add our thanks to 
all who were in any way involved in a very 
enjoyable afternoon. 
 

Please send in any pictures you may have taken at the Show and we’ll try to include at least 
some of them in August’s Priory News.  Please note, however, that they and any other articles  
much reach us by Friday, June 24th at the latest.  Also note that for safeguarding reasons any 
pictures which include recognisable children cannot be included without the written consent 
of their parents. 
 

The next social event to look forward to is the annual Hog Roast on July 19th which has 
become a regular feature as part of our Patronal Festival celebrations.  Do contact Victoria 
as soon as possible to for your tickets as they must be purchased in advance.  Sadly, we can’t 
absolutely guarantee good weather but suffice it to say (as they might in the county of my 
birth) “we’ve never ‘ad a bad ‘un yet”! 
 
We are grateful to Ann Bennett for the lovely picture on the front cover this month of the rose, 
“Paul’s Himalayan Giant”, growing in her garden.  Thank you Ann.  We are also grateful to  
Margaret whose delicious-sounding recipe has already had me searching for the ingredients! 

John 

Church Calendar for July 14 

Church Cleaning 9 

Church Grounds Working Party 10 

Church Ladies’ Fellowship 8 

Cooking with Margaret  11 

Elloes Deanery 13 

From the Vicar 3 

Geoff’s Journeys 20 

Introducing Philip Neville 10 

Mission Matters 8 

Parish Directory 5 

Patrons of Deeping St James (4) 12 

Prayer for the Month 7 

Readers & Readings for July 16 

Registers for April / May 4 

Reports & Forthcoming Events 8 

Rose & Sweet Pea Show 24 

Rotas for July 11 

Shaws of Maxey 23 

Visit to Thorney Abbey 9 

Wildlife Across Lincolnshire (7) 17 



7 
 

 

Prayer for the month  
 

Be near me when my light is low, 
When the blood creeps, and the nerves prick 
And tingle; and the heart is sick, 
And all the wheels of Being slow. 
 
Be near me when the sensuous frame 
Is rack'd with pangs that conquer trust; 
And Time, a maniac scattering dust, 
And Life, a Fury slinging flame. 
 
Be near me when my faith is dry, 
And men the flies of latter spring, 
That lay their eggs, and sting and sing 
And weave their petty cells and die. 
 
Be near me when I fade away, 
To point the term of human strife, 
And on the low dark verge of life 
The twilight of eternal day. 

 
This is not a prayer in the usual sense – rather it is 50 chapters into In Memoriam A. H. H. 
OBIIT MDCCCXXXIII by Alfred Lord Tennyson (1809 - 1892). It was posted on his Facebook 
feed by the Revd Richard Coles a few weeks ago. It struck me at the time how it was a prayer 
for all who find time catching up on them, with feelings of being old growing. It may seem a 
bit of a downer, but it speaks truly about how we might reflect in our thoughtful times. 
 
It seeks God’s presence, especially in the dark times. It asks no more than ‘be near me…’ – 
the comfort of a parent. And I love the message of hope – not blaring, but quietly insistent – 
in the last 2 lines. And on the low dark verge of life The twilight of eternal day. 
 

Rev Mark 
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Reports & Forthcoming Events 
 

Church Ladies’ Fellowship 
 
On June 4th we held our annual outing.  This year we visited Molesey  Mill where we were 
divided  into two groups and Graham  took one party round the house and told us of the 
history of the mill and the different people  that had lived there.  I did not go upstairs  but 
others found it all very interesting.  After the trip round the house we were given a cup of tea 
or coffee and cake which was all very enjoyable.  So, as we didn't have  time to look  round 
the gardens, Graham invited us back next year and we can picnic in the gardens - something 
to look forward to next year. 
 
On June 18th we held our Strawberry  Supper.  We all had strawberries and cream followed 
by scones with jam and clotted  cream.  There were also shortbread biscuits.  Margaret gave 
a birthday card to Hilary  Gentle which Carole Mills had made and flowers that Dot Turner 
had given.   
 
Our next meeting will be on July 2nd  when  Sonia will be telling us about the history of the 
church illustrated with slides.  Then on the 16th of July our closing  meeting will be in the 
church for a short service followed by a faith supper. 

Margaret Flegg  

 
 

Mission Matters 
 
In this hot weather, a hog roast might not seem the most appealing of ideas.  
However, hopefully on July 19th, which is the date of this year’s Patronal 
Celebration, the weather will be fine, but a little cooler so than you will be able 
to enjoy the hog and accompaniments.  Tickets are now available so please 
book early.  You can purchase tickets  at church on Sunday mornings or 
telephone Victoria (01778 343860). 
 
Thanks to your generosity at recent events we have been able to make donations of £250 to 
both Mercy Corps and UNHCR (Ukraine). 
 
Looking ahead, on December 12th the Upton Ukulele Band, who raise money on behalf of 
Lincs Air Ambulance, will give a concert in the Church Hall and we hope to donate a further 
£200 to this worthy cause following that concert. 

Victoria 
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Church Cleaning  
 

We are very grateful to Carol who has been cleaning the church weekly and she is happy to 
continue but would like some help. 
 

Paul has very kindly been hoovering the carpets in church each week - thank you Paul. 
 

Marian has been cleaning the brass in church for a number of years but is finding it 
increasingly difficult to find time for this.  We are looking for someone or maybe two people 
to take on the job of brass cleaning in church.  If you think you could help with this please see 
Jan or Carol.  Thank you 

Jan 

 

Joint Visits to The Priory Church and Thorney Abbey. 
 

The Thorney Society and Thorney Abbey have worked with the clergy of the Priory Church 
of Deeping St James to set up a pair of reciprocal visits to local historic and religious sites.  
The second of these will take place as follows: 
 

Sunday 12th July 2026 – Thorney Abbey 
 

A visit to Thorney Abbey, the key site in Thorney, followed by a short 
optional walk in the village, then visit to Thorney Museum and tea at the 
Bedford Hall.  Thorney also has a Victorian model village, and the Museum 
covers contemporary developments. 
 

Meet at 3 pm at Thorney Abbey for an introductory talk.  Parking is available 
on local streets or at the Bedford Hall (Tankyard, Station Road, PE6 0QE) 
where the trip will end up. 
 

Tea & light refreshments will be served at the Bedford Hall around 4.15pm.  
Price per visitor, £6 per head. 

 

[Advice about dietary requirements would be welcomed in advance.] 
 

Fairtrade Stall 
 
The Fairtrade Stall will be in church again on 21st September selling a range 
of products. 
 
Please come and take a look and support it if you can.  10% of sales is retained by the church. 
 

Kate 
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Introducing Philip Neville  
 
For those of you who don't know me, I am Philip Neville and have 
recently been elected as Chairman of the Deeping St James Parish 
Council. 
 
I have lived in the Deepings since 1982, at which time I worked at 
Barclays Bank in Market Deeping and then at other local branches.  
Now retired, I live with my wife, Lulu, in the Parish.  I joined the 
Council in 2024, and at about the same time, I joined the Deepings 
Rotary Club and the Deepings River Action Group. 
 
I have a keen interest in the environment and want to encourage the community to get 
involved in preserving our local environment for the benefit of the residents and nature.  I 
know that the Priory Church have undertaken environmental projects in the past, and I am 
sure that if approached, one or more of the organisations I represent would want to assist in 
helping with any future projects the Church may have. 

Philip Neville 
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Rotas for July 

 

Flowers           Coffee 
 

 
 

 
Sidespersons       Intercessions 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Cooking with Margaret 
Curried Egg Supper 

 
Ingredients: 
 
I oz butter 
5 oz sliced onion 
2 tsp curry  powder 
3 tbsp wholemeal flour 
¾ pint milk 
3 tbsp mango chutney 
1 oz sultanas 
4 hard-boiled eggs 
rice to serve 
 

Method: 
 
1 melt butter in saucepan, add onion & curry powder 
cook gently until soft 
 
2 stir in flour & cook for 2 minutes; gradually add milk 
stirring  continuously until boiling; add chutney and 
sultanas cover and simmer for 5 minutes 
cut eggs in half and add to sauce 
 
Serve with boiled rice. Enjoy.  
 

  

5th Chris Pearce 

12th Carole Mills 

19th Tba 

26th Pauline Brooksbank 

Aug 2nd Eileen Day 

5th Rob & Kerry 
12th Rosemary & Josie 

19th Chris & Liz 
26th Lin & Kate 

Aug 2nd James & Elizabeth 

5th Roger & Liz 

12th Tony & Christine 

19th Trevor & Ann 
26th Rosemary & Liz 

Aug 2nd Adrian & Kim 

5th Rev Mark 

12th Sandra 

19th Niccy 

26th Nick & Kate 

Aug 2nd Rev Mark 
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Patrons of the Priory Church 
 

4. The Whichcote Family 
 

The Whichcote barony was created in 1660 for Jeremy Whichcote in consideration of services 
to the exiled King Charles II.  As warden of the Fleet prison he was able to shelter the king’s 
friends and agents during the Commonwealth period.  The family seat was at Quy Hall in 
Cambridgeshire (near Anglesey Abbey).  Sir Francis Whichcote sold Quy in 1725 having 
purchased Aswardby in 1723 from the Carr Family of Sleaford. 
 

The Whichcote family continued to present vicars to the living including, in 1777, Dr. Weldon 
Champneys who added it to his other livings as canon of St Paul’s Cathedral (subdean in 
1797), St Bride’s, lecturer,chaplain to the Goldsmiths Company, vicar of Ruislip (1778-1794), 
Langdon Hills(1792-1797) and St Pancras (1797-1810).  He died in 1810, his son William 
Weldon Champneys succeeding him in some of the posts he vacated.  During this time 
Deeping St James was served by a conscientious and well liked curate, Rev’d John Mossop.  
A younger son of the family, Rev’d Francis Whicote, became vicar in 1811 serving until 1834, 
with Rev’d Mossop continuing as curate until his own death in 1834. 
 

Isabella, the only daughter of Sir Thomas Whichcote,the 7th baronet, 
became patron on the death of her father.  Born in 1857, she married, 
in 1875, Brownlow Henry George Cecil, Lord Burghley, heir to the 
Marquess of Exeter.  In 1891 Isabella and Brownlow came to Deeping 
having purchased ‘Waterton Hall’ (Edmund Waterton previously 
purchasing it from Rev’d W.H. Cooper in 1879).  Lord Burghley changed 
the name of the house back to its original name of ‘Manor House’. 
However in 1895 Brownlow’s father died and they had to take up 
residence in Burghley House, Brownlow becoming the 4th Marquess.  

Sadly Brownlow himself died in 1898 at the early age of 48 and so Isabella returned to. 
Deeping Manor as patron and lay rector of the Priory Church. 
 

Isabella took an active part in church affairs, serving for 17 years as church warden and 
president of the church workers guild.  In 1900, with the vicar, she signed the faculty to raise 
the sanctuary floor and to introduce a re-record and canopy (since removed). 
 

Isabella died in 1917 at the age of 60 having suffered a breakdown which left 
her bedridden for the last two years of her life.  In 1932 the Marquess of 
Exeter and his son, Lord Burghley, signed a declaration to the effect that the 
patronage of Deeping St James Church should be incapable of sale.  In 1961 
the Burghley House Preservation Trust was set up and the patronage was 
transferred to that body. 

Revd Sonia 

  



13 
 

  



14 
 

 

CHURCH CALENDAR FOR JULY 2026 
 
1st Wednesday 1.00 pm  House Group 
    
2nd Thursday 9.30 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   7.30 pm  Church Ladies’ Fellowship: History of our church: Sonia 

 
3rd Friday  Thomas the Apostle 
   11.00 am Welcome Space at the Bell Tavern 
   6.45 pm  Choir Practice 
   7:30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 

5th  SUNDAY TRINITY 5 

   9.00 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   10.15 am First Sunday Praise 
   12.00 noon Baptism 
   6.00 pm  Choral Evensong 
 
8th Wednesday 1.00 pm  House Group 
   7.30 pm  Joint Deaneries’ Service – Spalding Parish Church 
    
9th Thursday 9.30 am  Holy Communion (said) 
 
10th Friday  General Synod in York until Tues 14th. 
   11.00 am Welcome Space at the Bell Tavern 
   2.00 pm  Crafternoon (for venue ‘phone 343860)   
   6.45 pm  Choir Practice 
   7:30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 
11th Saturday Benedict of Nursia, Abbot of Monte Cassino, 
      Father of Western Monasticism, c.550 
 

12th  SUNDAY TRINITY 6 

   10.00 am Holy Communion 
   3.00 pm  Visit to Thorney Abbey 
 
14th Tuesday John Keble, Priest, Tractarian, Poet, 1866 
 
15th Wednesday Swithun, Bishop of Winchester, c.862 
   1.00 pm  House Group 
   7.30 pm  Children’s Ministry Meeting 
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16th Thursday 9.30 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   7.30 pm  Church Ladies’ Fellowship: Closing Service & Supper 
 
17th Friday  11.00 am Welcome Space at The Bell Tavern 
   6.45 pm  Choir Practice 
   7.30 pm   Ringers’ Practice 
 

19th  SUNDAY TRINITY 7 Patronal Festival Celebration 

   9.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP) 
   10.00 am Holy Communion (Order 1) 
   12.00 noon Hog Roast followed by Songs of Praise 
 
22nd Wednesday Mary Magdalene 
   1.00 pm  House Group 
   7.30 pm  PCC Meeting with Ian Walters (preceded by Holy  
      Communion at 7.00 pm) 
 
23rd Thursday 9.30 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   7.00 pm  Archdeacon’s Visitation (Swearing in of Churchwardens) 
 
24th Friday  11.00 am Welcome Space at the Bell Tavern 
   2.00 pm  Crafternoon (for venue ‘phone 343860) 
   6.45 pm  Choir Practice 
   7.30 pm  Ringers’ practice 
 
25th Saturday James the Apostle (Patronal Festival) 
   10.00 am Coffee & Cake 
 

26th SUNDAY TRINITY 8 

   10.00 am Holy Communion & Ministry of Healing 
 
29th Wednesday Mary, Martha and Lazarus, Companions of Our Lord 
   1.00 pm  House Group 
 
30th Thursday William Wilberforce, Social Reformer; Olaudah Equiano & Thomas 
   Clarkson, Anti-Slavery Campaigners, 1833, 1797 and 1846 
   9.30 am  Holy Communion (said) 
 
31st Friday  11.00 am Welcome Space at the Bell Tavern 
   6.45 pm  Choir Practice (Last before Summer break) 
   7.30 pm  Ringers’ practice 
 August 2026 
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2nd  SUNDAY TRINITY 9 

   9.00 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   10.15 am First Sunday Praise 
   (6.00 pm  No Choral Evensong – choir summer break) 
 

5th Wednesday Oswald, King of Northumbria, Martyr, 642 
   1.00 pm  House Group 
 

6th Thursday The transfiguration of Our Lord 
   9.30 am  Holy Communion (said) 
 

7th Friday  11.00 am Welcome Space at the Bell Tavern 
   7.30 pm  Ringers’ practice 
   (Choir break – no practice) 
 

8th Saturday Dominic, Priest, Founder of the Order of Preachers, 1221 
 

9th  SUNDAY TRINITY 10 

   10.00 am Holy Communion 
 

10th Monday Laurence, Deacon at Rome, Martyr, 258 
 
 

Readers and Readings (July 2026) 
 

 Reading 1 Reading 2 Reader Psalm Gospel 

TRINITY 5  (Proper 9) 

 5th 
9.00 

Zech 9: 
9-12 

Rom 7: 
15-25a 

Victoria 
Worthington 

Ps 145: 
8-15 

Mt 11: 
16-19, 25-30 

10.15 Helen Williams 
TRINITY 6  (Proper 10) 

12th 10.00 
Isa 55: 
10-13 

Rom 8: 
1-11 

Niccy 
Fisher 

Ps 65 
Mt 13: 

1-9,18-23 

TRINITY 7  (Proper11)  Patronal Festival 

19th 10.00 
Acts 11: 
27-12:2 

2 Cor 4: 
7-15 

Trevor 
Harwood 

Ps 126 
Mt 20: 
20-28 

TRINITY 8  (Proper 12) 

26th 10.00 
1 Kings 3: 

5-12 
Rom 8: 
26-39 

Kate 
Drewett 

Ps 119: 
129-136 

Mt 13: 
31-33,44-52 

TRINITY 9  (Proper 13) 

Aug 
2nd 

9.00 
Isa 55: 

1-5 
Rom 9: 

1-5 
Caroline 
Herron 

Ps 145: 
8-9, 15-end 

Mt 14: 
13-21 

10.15 John Worthington 
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Wildlife across Lincolnshire (7) 
 
Reserve:  Whisby Nature Park Reserve 
 
Location: Moor Lane, Thorpe-on-the-Hill, Lincoln, LN6 9BW 
 
Just a few miles to the west of Lincoln – sandwiched between the 
busy A46 by-pass and the railway line – is the Lincolnshire Wildlife 
Trust (LWT)’s nature reserve at Whisby. 

 
Whilst its location may seem 
incongruous it gives a hint to the 
origins of the site, as the location 
of extensive quarrying, for both 
gravel and sand, over many 
decades.  These valuable deposits 
were left behind by a retreating 
ice cap during the last glaciation. 
Quarrying continues even today 
with on-going extraction from the 
last seam to the west of the site.  
Over the years, as the quarry 

moved from the far north of what is now the reserve, what was left behind is now a series of 
lakes filled with and surrounded by nature.  By virtue of its history, the reserve offers a prime 
example of a barren post-industrial site where, as the industrial activities have retreated, 
nature, with a little bit of help, has returned.  It is now a beautiful landscape full of wildlife, 
walks and trails. 

Whisby is over 144 hectares (375 
acres) in area and includes more than 
6 miles of walks which provide a full 
view of the hugely diverse, mosaic 
landscape on the site.  For a start, 
more than 50% of the area is made up 
of open or moving water-bodies.  
Aside from this, there are areas of fen, 
woodland, grassland, meadow, 
reedbed, wet woodland and scrub.  
 
There are also smaller examples of 
other habitats including a corner of 
original heathland and a man-made 

inland sand dune.  The cumulative effect of all of these different types of habitat is that 
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Whisby is one of the most biodiverse sites in Lincolnshire.  This necessarily has an impact on 
management of the site, which requires a similarly wide range of approaches to do what’s 
best for each environment and the wildlife which exists in it.  This includes having both cattle 
and sheep on the reserve to help with grazing.  Sheep are predominantly used over winter 
on the heathland to keep grass level low and move seed around.  You might also see short-
horned cattle on the grazing marsh. 
 
The range of habitats at Whisby also provides the opportunity 
for different types of flora, some of which are very specialist 
in their needs.  Orchids in particular, have clearly found that 
the site suits their favoured growing conditions as the site 
boasts seven native species.  This includes thousands of 
southern marsh orchids – which make up one of the most 
easily accessible mass displays of orchids in Lincolnshire – as 
well as bee orchid, common spotted and pyramidal.  Bee 
orchids are so named because they resemble bees to trick real 
bees into pollinating them.  These orchids can pop up 
anywhere across the Whisby site.  One of their most favoured 
spots is the small area at the entrance to the car park.  They 
are pink and yellow in colour, but can still be tricky to spot, so 
watch where you’re stepping if you do decide to take a visit.  
As a side note, the Deepings Lakes site has its own small but 
perfectly formed collection of orchids, which were putting on 
a terrific display at the LWT’s reserve open day on 7th June.  If you missed this chance to see 
“behind the scenes” of the site you will either have to be patient and go along to next year’s 
open day or join the group of volunteers on their regular Tuesday session at the site. 
 

 
In 2021, Whisby was designated as a “Dragonfly 
Hotspot” by the British Dragonfly Society (yes, 
such a thing exists).  This recognises not only the 
high number of species present on the reserve 
(over 23 different species have been recorded) but 
the variety of habitats available which benefit 
these insects.  The biggest and arguably most 
impressive dragonfly you might see is the fast-
moving Emperor – with its bright green and blue 
colouring.  Whisby is also a great site for seeing 
Damselflies.  This year I’ve noticed lots of Common 
Blue Damselflies around and about – not 
surprising, really, as (as its name suggests) it is one 
of the most numerous of its type to be found in 
the UK. 
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For all the success of a wide range of species at Whisby the one whose presence has most 
obviously increased over the decades is that of people.  Visitors to the site now number close 
on 200,000 per year making Whisby one of the most popular LWT reserves in terms of 
(human) footfall.  The LWT team manage this by ensuring that different parts of the site 
accommodate the different needs of both wildlife and humans, for example, keeping an area 
close to the car park where dogs may still be walked off the lead whilst restricting such access 
elsewhere.  Humans are also catered for via over 6 miles of accessible walks, which include 
loops around several of the lakes.  The longer walks head into the wilder parts of the reserve 
over the railway line and across (via a tunnel, you’ll be pleased to hear) the A46.  Teal lake – 
on the other side of the bypass is particularly popular with wading birds – especially in winter 
with birds stopping at Whisby as they pass through en route to other destinations. 
 
With so many people visiting 
Whisby, it’s a great location for 
one of the LWT’s education 
centres, which has been at the 
site for almost 25 years.  This 
provides a brilliant hub for 
hosting all kinds of school 
visits, workshops and open 
days which are held 
throughout the year.  There is a 
pontoon specifically set up for 
pond-dipping, an activity which 
is always popular and often 
sells out.  It’s a great 
introduction to the natural 
world, particularly children and families. 
 
Whisby offers so much for people and wildlife and, despite being so close to an urban 
environment, it is one of the most species diverse reserves in Lincolnshire.  There’s lots to 
see and enjoy, so if you do find yourself with some time to spare on a trip to Lincoln, definitely 
consider a visit. 
  

Rachel 
 
Sources: Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust, Wild Lincolnshire: Discovering Lincolnshire wildlife and 
wild places (2022); and www.lincstrust.org.uk <http://www.lincstrust.org.uk/>  (accessed 
various dates). 
 
 

 

 

http://www.lincstrust.org.uk/
http://www.lincstrust.org.uk/
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Geoff’s Journeys: 
 Belfast, George Stevens and The Greatest Story Ever Told 
 
I hadn’t initially realised 
when I managed to make a 
last-minute booking with 
Shaws trip to London that it 
fell smack dab in the middle 
of Holy Week.  My aim was 
to visit the historic warship 
HMS Belfast. 
 
I boarded the aft end. - I 
think that’s what the guide 
called it.  It was a bit windy.  
Scheduled to fire the 
opening shots on D-Day, I discovered she was beaten to it by a trigger-happy son of a gun on 
another ship.  Today, even in peacetime, HMS Belfast remains a dangerous place to be.  Signs 
warn of trip hazards and possibility of asbestos in some places.  Well, I thought, asbestos - 
steer clear of these places then.  I advanced for’ard towards the fo’c’sle/forecastle/sharp end 
of the boat where a young lady of ample proportions was re-enacting Kate Winslet’s pose 
from Titanic.  My inner pirate voice longed shout out “avast behind” but her boyfriend was a 
lot bigger than me! 
 
I began to wish I’d taken this trip when I was a younger man.  The narrow ladders up and 
down nine decks must have been the most steps I’d climbed since the Statue of Liberty, only 
back then (1981) I was only about a third of the age I am now.  By the time I’d made it to the 
very top my poor knees began to feel that maybe I’d gone a bridge too far (geddit?). 
 
Around this time, I’d been researching for D-Day models I was making.  Trawling through my 
DVD archives I found some forgotten-about footage of film director George Stevens actually 
standing on board the Belfast en-route (that’s French) for Normandy, lost in thought as the 
Admiral broadcast from Job 3:13 before quoting from Henry V. 
 
Previously known for producing comedy, musicals and adventure films, Major Stevens as he 
was by this time, had been tasked with recruiting a troop from Hollywood’s finest with orders 
to document the campaign in the ETO (European Theatre of Operations) which accounted 
for much of the black and white footage we see today.  This unit unofficially became known 
as the Stevens’ Irregulars.  However, on the side, George and his jeep crew were sending back 
home movies in colour to his family, which eventually saw the light of day as a DVD entitled 
‘D-Day to Berlin.’ 
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Through his own eyes we get a share in what Stevens called the greatest day of this life:  April 
25th 1944, the liberation of Paris (which is also French but pronounced differently).  From 
there we follow the devastation of the Battle of the Bulge, one of the coldest winters on 
record, the discovery of the world’s biggest underground Nazi rocket factory - built with slave 
labour, and the full horror of their ‘final solution,’ filming the discovery and opening up of 
Dachau concentration camp.  Stevens liberated the camp’s post office stamp which forever 
bore that date, 29th April 1945.  Days later VE Day was declared. 
 
These experiences would go on to change the course of George Stevens’ post war work.  
Bigotry, bullying, racism and prejudice became the underlying themes of classics such as 
Giant, Shane, A Place in the Sun and The Diary of Anne Frank.  Of these last two, Stevens’ 
Irregular William Mellor was the Academy Award winning director of photography.  Ivan 
Moffat wrote the screenplay for Giant and Irvin Shaw wrote the classic novel The Young Lions.  
I confess I haven’t found that book yet but the film version with Montgomery Clift as a Private 
Noah Ackerman expected to fight the Nazis while subjected to antisemitism by his fellow 
Americans.  The same situation existed unfortunately in the real world, where black US 
recruits were initially relegated to menial tasks and labour, many of them secure in the 
knowledge that, should they return, it would still be to a segregated society.  Likewise, after 
Pearl Harbour those Americans of Japanese heritage were interned in their own camps, no 
matter how many generations patriotically American they felt.  Yet when the necessity 
eventually forced these groups to be used as fighting men they became among the most 
decorated units of the war! 
 
George Stevens’ final project was the epic Greatest Story Ever Told.  Ever meticulous, he 
studied thirty-six translations of the New Testament and even consulted the Pope!  To my 
eyes the influences of the war are obvious:  the tramp, tramp, tramp of the Roman sandals 
echoing that of jackboots and the toppling of their eagle mirroring that of the Nazis.  Sadly, 
despite all his efforts to show accuracy and all due reverence, reaction to the film was mixed.  
Many viewers spent its initial near four hour running time distracted from the plot playing 
spot-the-celebrity in the numerous cameo roles.  One infamous story surrounds John 
Wayne’s single line as the centurion at the foot of the cross.  If you don’t already know it, 
don’t look it up or you may end up like me, trying to conceal a smirk at the most serious point 
in our Christian history! 
 
Meanwhile, back on the Belfast, I’d learned that her displacement with a full load was 14,325 
tons, or 11,553 tons less cargo (which I think is French for snails).  From the bowels of the 
boiler room I resurfaced for air, realising the possible origin of the term ‘poop deck.’  I was 
well and truly ‘pooped.’ 
 
Well, I truly believe the Good Lord was smiling on me this day, because back on deck the 
phone rang.  It was Steph from the Shaw’s office; a place had become available on the Kent 
Military and Marine holiday if I was still interested.  Interested?  Boy, and I indeed in need of 
a Great Escape!  (Father’s probate etc).  A mention in despatches for Steph.  At our first brief 
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encounter I’d booked the trip to Norwich with the intention of seeking out the shrine of St 
Julian.  “Ooh,” she said, “I’m into anything like that.”  So, I gambled 50p and brought her back 
a postcode of the church.  I confessed I lack the technology to submit comments and photos 
to Shaw’s website, but should my church magazine lower itself to printing my review I’d 
gladly drop a copy in.  “Which church is that?” she asked to which I replied, “The Priory, DSJ, 
Shaw’s advertise in it.”   “I go to St George’s, Stamford” she said.  I like to think I have a new 
ally there even though I suspect her of being a double agent (travel agent during the week 
and a Saturday job as a newsagent). 

 
As ever on my trips the gift shop had beckoned, and, as ever, it seems 
the guidebook seemed the best value souvenir.  I also got a book about 
Belfast on D-Day.  The advertising blurb persuaded me that the cute 
little copper jug was a hand finished piece of artisan craftsmanship for 
the administration of the daily ration of grog. 
 
Alas, time, tide and coaches wait for no man, and it was time to bid, as 

the French say, hors d’oeuvres to the Cruel Sea.  I wondered if I should tell the driver that 
should the Belfast’s guns fire, they would apparently hit a service station on the M25 just in 
case we were stopping for a comfort break there. 
 
Back in port at Market Deeping, I disembarked and set course for Tesco for a bottle of Navy 
Rum, and even though I tried to tell myself it was the ‘Lambs of God’ somehow the concept 
wasn’t really working.  Apparently ‘splicing the mainbrace’ is an extra ration of rum issued 
for a celebration.  It was soon to be Easter Day so what better way to celebrate than splicing 
several mainbraces (just to get the hang of my new jug, you understand), put my feet up and 
watch The Greatest Story Ever Told. 
 
As ever, thanks to the magazine team for deciphering my handwriting and using spell-Czech, 
especially on those pesky navel terms. 
 
This has been your Priory News War Correspondent, Not-so-able-Seamen (ret) Christopher 
Wave, KFC, BLT, G&T at Bar, 

Geoff 

 

(Sources: Gift Shop, Charity Shops and US War Dept French Language Guide, 1943) 
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Shaws of Maxey 
 

(A very brief history) 
Regular readers of Priory News will know 
that we have been advertising this well-
known local business for many years, but 
did you know that the company was 
founded in 1922 by Edwin (Teddy) Shaw?   
 

Starting with just one bus in the early days 
he and his wife ran a local service into 
Peterborough and took any other business 
which came their way, including furniture 
removals!  From around 1924 they moved 
to 49, High Street, Maxey from where they 
still operate today.  After the war their son, 
Harry, joined the company and business 
flourished.  After Harry’s death in 1981 his 
children inherited the business and Shaw’s 
first holiday brochure was published in 
1982 offering just six tours.  A glance at the 
programme on the right will show how 
successfully the business has grown. 
 

In May 2025, under the management of 
Joanna Bonnett, a new company took over 
the business which continues to offer the 
same professional, friendly service from 
the loyal team who transferred to the new 
ownership. 
 

The latest compehensive programme of 
tours is shown on the right and several of 
our readers can testify to the quality of 
service and value for money of earlier 
tours.  In fact, in Geoff’s latest article 
elsewhere in this issue he makes reference 
to ‘Steph from the Shaw’s office’ – a strong 
recommendation if ever one were needed! 
 

Further details can be found on their 
excellent website at: 
https://www.shawscoaches.co.uk/ 
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Rose & Sweet Pea Show 2026 
 

As the Show always takes place at the end 

of the month, we are not able to include 

many photographs or any other  information 

such as lists of prize-winners until the 

August issue.  However, we hope we manage 

to convey some sense of the atmosphere in 

these two hastily taken snap shots. 

 

 

 

 

 

I haven’t been told what Chris’s and 

Rachel’s awards were for but they 

certainly look very happy about it!   

(PS love the shades, guys! Ed.) 

 

 

 

Don’t forget to let us have your pictures from the Show by Friday, June 24th.  

We shan’t be offering any prizes, but you never know – you may see yours 

(portrait not landscape please) on the front cover of the August issue!  
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